06/10/2019
To: Representative Haraz Ghanbaki
Subject: Letter of Support
It is my honor and privilege to write this letter of support in the renaming of a section of State Route 65 in honor of my brother Master Chief Edward Byers Jr.
Ed has always been one to want to serve, from being in our local Boy Scouts to the dream as a young kid to become a Navy Seal and serve our great country.  With our father serving in the Navy in World War 11 and wanting to follow his footsteps and always watching the movie Navy Seals hundreds of times, he never faltered from his mission to fulfill that honor.
My brother as a young child would begin his training doing exercise regiments in the barn with my sons, making camouflage outfits that looked like a bush and sit outside for hours into the night, and you could find him at the bottom of our 17ft. pond sitting on a block training on holding his breath. It was no surprise that his will would get him through Hell Week at Seal training and go on to serve our country now for 20 years.  Then we got a call that he was receiving The Medal of Honor for the mission of saving Dr. Joseph in the mountains of Afghanistan.  So proud but again not surprised of his selflessness, bravery, and courage. 
One of the times I was with my brother at Arlington Cemetery paying our respect to his Fallen Brothers and our Father, I remember walking off with my arms around him telling him please be safe.  His response, Saint Michael is watching over him, don’t worry and that he knew what he signed up for and was willing to give his life to protect our country's freedom.
My brother is a very modest and humble human being and would never consider himself a hero but carries The Medal of Honor for all his brothers in arms and Nic Checque who paid the ultimate sacrifice.  
Ed is a devoted family man and of Faith. His short times back at home he cherishes with his wife and daughter and they dedicate time to help train their daughter who has been in training for the 2022 Winter Olympics in figure skating, still trying to represent this great country. 
 Another example of his character and compassion for his family shined through when he managed to find time to organize a skydiving jump for our sister who was dying of cancer which he flew back and jumped with her.  It was a sight to see, my sister white as a ghost when they landed said “I really appreciate this Ed, but I’m Never doing this again” she was terrified with a smile.  A few months later amidst a mission out of country Ed flew back to speak so elegantly at our sisters funeral then flew back to complete the mission.
Several years later I witnessed Ed’s heroism again when he was back for our fathers funeral.  He was staying at our home and around midnight a huge noise occurred in front of our house. A pickup truck had gone airborne landing upside down, smashing the cab, truck was still running, and gas leaking out of the tank into the truck.  Instantly Ed and another Seal team mate grab their medical gear and was on that truck in minutes.  They blooded themselves breaking and crawling through the windows trying to attend to the victim and to be sure no one else was in there with no regard for their own safety. Life-flight came and fortunately the person survived.
Ed is a giver and humanitarian continuously going around the country to help support veterans charities and to speak at the Navy Seal Foundation benefits that help to raise tens of millions of dollars a year for the foundation.  He continues to push himself to be the best he can to become a better citizen. Ed was selected into the Tillman Scholars 2019 and is attending the Wharton Business School, so he can start his own businesses and create opportunities for others creating more jobs for his community. 
Locally Ed’s still involved in his hometown community where he grew up.  He started a Edward C. Byers Jr. Awards for Exceptionalism and Heroism Scholarship Fund at his high school Otsego, where he comes back personally every year to meet the scholarship recipients and take their families to dinner. He also sits and talks at lunch with students and gives a motivational presentation to all the student assembly.  I have attended his talks at the high school and experienced the energy and transformation in those kids which brought tears to my eyes. As he spoke out about himself back in high school, feeling bullied and out of place and how you can overcome this by believing in yourself and being strong. I witnessed students standing up among all the students for the first time saying how they felt alone at the lunch table and out of place among others.  You could see the changes happening right then when other students came over to these brave students side to make friends.  I have also talked to three other students since Ed’s speech that have said they committed to go and serve our country after graduating. 
I believe it would be a great heartfelt honor to Ed to have the road that he grew up on named in his honor for all that he represents and what he and his family have sacrificed for the last 20 years for this country.  His love of country, 12 deployments, 9 combat tours, awards, and numerous metals (to many to mention) tell just part of the story of what Master Chief Ed Byers Jr.is as a person.
The road in question to be renamed also runs right through our small town of Grand Rapids where Ed grew up and is a close knit community. Our community would be extremely proud and it would be an uplifting reminder to our youth growing up that great things can be accomplished in life no matter who or where you come from.  My brother Ed is a great human being and mentor to many people and he will still be changing many more lives in his lifetime.  I believe he is deserving of the honor to the renaming of a section of State Route 65 to ‘Master Chief Special Warfare Operator (Seal) Edward C. Byers Jr. Highway, Medal of Honor Recipient’. 
Thank you for your time and support to consider this request.
Sincerely,
John Byers
