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A  B I L L

To amend sections 109.73, 109.78, 149.433, and 

2923.122 and to enact section 109.805 of the 

Revised Code to expressly exempt persons 

authorized to go armed within a school safety 

zone from a peace officer basic training 

requirement, to impose training and other 

requirements on those persons, and to require 

that a board of education or school governing 

body that authorizes persons to go armed in a 

school provide public notice of that 

authorization. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 109.73, 109.78, 149.433, and 

2923.122 be amended and section 109.805 of the Revised Code be 

enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 109.73. (A) The Ohio peace officer training 

commission shall recommend rules to the attorney general with 
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respect to all of the following: 

(1) The approval, or revocation of approval, of peace 

officer training schools administered by the state, counties, 

municipal corporations, public school districts, technical 

college districts, and the department of natural resources; 

(2) Minimum courses of study, attendance requirements, and 

equipment and facilities to be required at approved state, 

county, municipal, and department of natural resources peace 

officer training schools; 

(3) Minimum qualifications for instructors at approved 

state, county, municipal, and department of natural resources 

peace officer training schools; 

(4) The requirements of minimum basic training that peace 

officers appointed to probationary terms shall complete before 

being eligible for permanent appointment, which requirements 

shall include training in the handling of the offense of 

domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-related 

offenses and incidents, and protection orders and consent 

agreements issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 3113.31 

of the Revised Code; crisis intervention training; and training 

in the handling of missing children and child abuse and neglect 

cases; and training in handling violations of section 2905.32 of 

the Revised Code; and the time within which such basic training 

shall be completed following appointment to a probationary term; 

(5) The requirements of minimum basic training that peace 

officers not appointed for probationary terms but appointed on 

other than a permanent basis shall complete in order to be 

eligible for continued employment or permanent appointment, 

which requirements shall include training in the handling of the 
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offense of domestic violence, other types of domestic violence-

related offenses and incidents, and protection orders and 

consent agreements issued or approved under section 2919.26 or 

3113.31 of the Revised Code, crisis intervention training, and 

training in the handling of missing children and child abuse and 

neglect cases, and training in handling violations of section 

2905.32 of the Revised Code, and the time within which such 

basic training shall be completed following appointment on other 

than a permanent basis; 

(6) Categories or classifications of advanced in-service 

training programs for peace officers, including programs in the 

handling of the offense of domestic violence, other types of 

domestic violence-related offenses and incidents, and protection 

orders and consent agreements issued or approved under section 

2919.26 or 3113.31 of the Revised Code, in crisis intervention, 

and in the handling of missing children and child abuse and 

neglect cases, and in handling violations of section 2905.32 of 

the Revised Code, and minimum courses of study and attendance 

requirements with respect to such categories or classifications; 

(7) Permitting persons, who are employed as members of a 

campus police department appointed under section 1713.50 of the 

Revised Code; who are employed as police officers by a qualified 

nonprofit corporation police department pursuant to section 

1702.80 of the Revised Code; who are appointed and commissioned 

as bank, savings and loan association, savings bank, credit 

union, or association of banks, savings and loan associations, 

savings banks, or credit unions police officers, as railroad 

police officers, or as hospital police officers pursuant to 

sections 4973.17 to 4973.22 of the Revised Code; or who are 

appointed and commissioned as amusement park police officers 

pursuant to section 4973.17 of the Revised Code, to attend 
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approved peace officer training schools, including the Ohio 

peace officer training academy, and to receive certificates of 

satisfactory completion of basic training programs, if the 

private college or university that established the campus police 

department; qualified nonprofit corporation police department; 

bank, savings and loan association, savings bank, credit union, 

or association of banks, savings and loan associations, savings 

banks, or credit unions; railroad company; hospital; or 

amusement park sponsoring the police officers pays the entire 

cost of the training and certification and if trainee vacancies 

are available; 

(8) Permitting undercover drug agents to attend approved 

peace officer training schools, other than the Ohio peace 

officer training academy, and to receive certificates of 

satisfactory completion of basic training programs, if, for each 

undercover drug agent, the county, township, or municipal 

corporation that employs that undercover drug agent pays the 

entire cost of the training and certification; 

(9)(a) The requirements for basic training programs for 

bailiffs and deputy bailiffs of courts of record of this state 

and for criminal investigators employed by the state public 

defender that those persons shall complete before they may carry 

a firearm while on duty; 

(b) The requirements for any training received by a 

bailiff or deputy bailiff of a court of record of this state or 

by a criminal investigator employed by the state public defender 

prior to June 6, 1986, that is to be considered equivalent to 

the training described in division (A)(9)(a) of this section. 

(10) Establishing minimum qualifications and requirements 

for certification for dogs utilized by law enforcement agencies; 
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(11) Establishing minimum requirements for certification 

of persons who are employed as correction officers in a full-

service jail, five-day facility, or eight-hour holding facility 

or who provide correction services in such a jail or facility; 

(12) Establishing requirements for the training of humane 

society agents under section 1717.061 of the Revised Code, 

including, without limitation, a requirement that the agents 

receive instruction on traditional animal husbandry methods and 

training techniques, including customary owner-performed 

practices; 

(13) Permitting tactical medical professionals to attend 

approved peace officer training schools, including the Ohio 

peace officer training academy, to receive training of the type 

described in division (A)(14) of this section and to receive 

certificates of satisfactory completion of training programs 

described in that division; 

(14) The requirements for training programs that tactical 

medical professionals shall complete to qualify them to carry 

firearms while on duty under section 109.771 of the Revised 

Code, which requirements shall include at least the firearms 

training specified in division (A) of section 109.748 of the 

Revised Code; 

(15) Procedures and requirements for a portion of basic 

training that peace officers complete in proper interactions 

with civilians during traffic stops and other in-person 

encounters as specified in division (B)(4) of section 109.803 of 

the Revised Code and including the topics of instruction listed 

for active duty peace officers under divisions (B)(4)(a) to (d) 

of that section;
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(16) The requirements for initial training that a person 

must successfully complete to be qualified to serve as a person 

authorized to go armed within a school safety zone under section 

2923.122 of the Revised Code;

(17) The requirements for additional training that a 

person must successfully complete, after receiving the training 

required under the rules described in division (A)(16) of this 

section, to be qualified to serve as a person authorized to go 

armed within a school safety zone under section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code. 

(B) The commission shall appoint an executive director, 

with the approval of the attorney general, who shall hold office 

during the pleasure of the commission. The executive director 

shall perform such duties assigned by the commission. The 

executive director shall receive a salary fixed pursuant to 

Chapter 124. of the Revised Code and reimbursement for expenses 

within the amounts available by appropriation. The executive 

director may appoint officers, employees, agents, and 

consultants as the executive director considers necessary, 

prescribe their duties, and provide for reimbursement of their 

expenses within the amounts available for reimbursement by 

appropriation and with the approval of the commission. 

(C) The commission may do all of the following: 

(1) Recommend studies, surveys, and reports to be made by 

the executive director regarding the carrying out of the 

objectives and purposes of sections 109.71 to 109.77 of the 

Revised Code; 

(2) Visit and inspect any peace officer training school 

that has been approved by the executive director or for which 
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application for approval has been made; 

(3) Make recommendations, from time to time, to the 

executive director, the attorney general, and the general 

assembly regarding the carrying out of the purposes of sections 

109.71 to 109.77 of the Revised Code; 

(4) Report to the attorney general from time to time, and 

to the governor and the general assembly at least annually, 

concerning the activities of the commission; 

(5) Establish fees for the services the commission offers 

under sections 109.71 to 109.79 of the Revised Code, including, 

but not limited to, fees for training, certification, and 

testing; 

(6) Perform such other acts as are necessary or 

appropriate to carry out the powers and duties of the commission 

as set forth in sections 109.71 to 109.77 of the Revised Code. 

(D) In establishing the requirements, under division (A)

(12) of this section, the commission may consider any portions 

of the curriculum for instruction on the topic of animal 

husbandry practices, if any, of the Ohio state university 

college of veterinary medicine. No person or entity that fails 

to provide instruction on traditional animal husbandry methods 

and training techniques, including customary owner-performed 

practices, shall qualify to train a humane society agent for 

appointment under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code.

(E) As used in divisions (A)(16) and (17) of this section, 

"additional training," "initial training," and "person 

authorized to go armed within a school safety zone" have the 

same meanings as in section 2923.122 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 109.78. (A) The executive director of the Ohio peace 
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officer training commission, on behalf of the commission and in 

accordance with rules promulgated by the attorney general, shall 

certify persons who have satisfactorily completed approved 

training programs designed to qualify persons for positions as 

special police, security guards, or persons otherwise privately 

employed in a police capacity and issue appropriate certificates 

to such persons. Application for approval of a training program 

designed to qualify persons for such positions shall be made to 

the commission. An application for approval shall be submitted 

to the commission with a fee of one hundred twenty-five dollars, 

which fee shall be refunded if the application is denied. Such 

programs shall cover only duties and jurisdiction of such 

security guards and special police privately employed in a 

police capacity when such officers do not qualify for training 

under section 109.71 of the Revised Code. A person attending an 

approved basic training program administered by the state shall 

pay to the agency administering the program the cost of the 

person's participation in the program as determined by the 

agency. A person attending an approved basic training program 

administered by a county or municipal corporation shall pay the 

cost of the person's participation in the program, as determined 

by the administering subdivision, to the county or the municipal 

corporation. A person who is issued a certificate for 

satisfactory completion of an approved basic training program 

shall pay to the commission a fee of fifteen dollars. A 

duplicate of a lost, spoliated, or destroyed certificate may be 

issued upon application and payment of a fee of fifteen dollars. 

Such certificate or the completion of twenty years of active 

duty as a peace officer shall satisfy the educational 

requirements for appointment or commission as a special police 

officer or special deputy of a political subdivision of this 

state.
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(B)(1) The executive director of the Ohio peace officer 

training commission, on behalf of the commission and in 

accordance with rules promulgated by the attorney general, shall 

certify basic firearms training programs, and shall issue 

certificates to class A, B, or C licensees or prospective class 

A, B, or C licensees under Chapter 4749. of the Revised Code and 

to registered or prospective employees of such class A, B, or C 

licensees who have satisfactorily completed a basic firearms 

training program of the type described in division (A)(1) of 

section 4749.10 of the Revised Code.

Application for approval of a basic firearms training 

program shall be made to the commission. An application shall be 

submitted to the commission with a fee of one hundred dollars, 

which fee shall be refunded if the application is denied.

A person who is issued a certificate for satisfactory 

completion of an approved basic firearms training program shall 

pay a fee of ten dollars to the commission. A duplicate of a 

lost, spoliated, or destroyed certificate may be issued upon 

application and payment of a fee of five dollars.

(2) The executive director, on behalf of the commission 

and in accordance with rules promulgated by the attorney 

general, also shall certify firearms requalification training 

programs and instructors for the annual requalification of class 

A, B, or C licensees under Chapter 4749. of the Revised Code and 

registered or prospective employees of such class A, B, or C 

licensees who are authorized to carry a firearm under section 

4749.10 of the Revised Code. Application for approval of a 

training program or instructor for such purpose shall be made to 

the commission. Such an application shall be submitted to the 

commission with a fee of fifty dollars, which fee shall be 
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refunded if the application is denied.

(3) The executive director, upon request, also shall 

review firearms training received within three years prior to 

November 23, 1985, by any class A, B, or C licensee or 

prospective class A, B, or C licensee, or by any registered or 

prospective employee of any class A, B, or C licensee under 

Chapter 4749. of the Revised Code to determine if the training 

received is equivalent to a basic firearms training program that 

includes twenty hours of handgun training and five hours of 

training in the use of other firearms, if any other firearm is 

to be used. If the executive director determines the training 

was received within the three-year period and that it is 

equivalent to such a program, the executive director shall issue 

written evidence of approval of the equivalency training to the 

licensee or employee.

(C) There is hereby established in the state treasury the 

peace officer private security fund, which shall be used by the 

Ohio peace officer training commission to administer the 

training program to qualify persons for positions as special 

police, security guards, or other private employment in a police 

capacity, as described in division (A) of this section, and the 

training program in basic firearms and the training program for 

firearms requalification, both as described in division (B) of 

this section. All fees paid to the commission by applicants for 

approval of a training program designed to qualify persons for 

such private police positions, basic firearms training program, 

or a firearms requalification training program or instructor, as 

required by division (A) or (B) of this section, by persons who 

satisfactorily complete a private police training program or a 

basic firearms training program, as required by division (A) or 

(B) of this section, or by persons who satisfactorily requalify 
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in firearms use, as required by division (B)(2) of section 

4749.10 of the Revised Code, shall be transmitted to the 

treasurer of state for deposit in the fund. The fund shall be 

used only for the purpose set forth in this division.

(D) No (D)(1) Subject to division (D)(2) of this section, 

no public or private educational institution or superintendent 

of the state highway patrol shall employ a person as a special 

police officer, as a security guard, or other for a similar law 

enforcement or security position in which such person goes armed 

while on duty, who has not received a certificate of having 

satisfactorily completed an approved basic peace officer 

training program, unless the person has completed twenty years 

of active duty as a peace officer.

(2) Division (D)(1) of this section does not apply with 

respect to the employment of a person by a board of education or 

governing body of a school in a position in which the person has 

been authorized by a board or governing body to voluntarily go 

armed within a school safety zone within which the board or 

governing body has authority, if both of the following apply 

with respect to the employment and person:

(a) The person is a person authorized to go armed within a 

school safety zone, as defined in section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code.

(b) The person is not being employed as a special police 

officer or security officer.

(E) The general assembly, in amending division (D) of this 

section pursuant to H.B. 99 of the 134th general assembly, 

hereby declares that the purpose of those amendments is to 

expressly overrule the decision of the Ohio Supreme Court in the 

287

288

289

290

291

292

293

294

295

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315



Sub. H. B. No. 99  Page 12
As Passed by the House

case   Gabbard v. Madison Local School Dist. Bd. of Edn., Slip   

Opinion No. 2021-Ohio-2067.

Sec. 109.805.   The attorney general shall adopt, in   

accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code or pursuant to 

section 109.74 of the Revised Code, the following rules:

(A) Rules governing the requirements for initial training 

that a person must successfully complete to be qualified to 

serve as a person authorized to go armed within a school safety 

zone under section 2923.122 of the Revised Code. The rules shall 

include all of the following:

(1) Rules governing eighteen hours of general training 

that a person must successfully complete to be qualified to 

serve as a person authorized to go armed within a school safety 

zone under section 2923.122 of the Revised Code. The rules shall 

specify both of the following:

(a) The content of the training;

(b) That the number of hours of training shall not exceed 

eighteen hours.

(2) Rules governing two hours of handgun training that a 

person must successfully complete to be qualified to serve as a 

person authorized to go armed within a school safety zone under 

section 2923.122 of the Revised Code. The rules shall specify 

both of the following:

(a) The content of the training as described in division 

(C) of this section;

(b) That the number of hours of training shall not exceed 

two hours.

(B) Rules governing the requirements for additional 
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training that a person must successfully complete, after 

receiving the training required under the rules described in 

division (A) of this section, to be qualified to serve as a 

person authorized to go armed within a school safety zone under 

section 2923.122 of the Revised Code. The rules shall include 

all of the following:

(1) Rules governing two hours of general training that a 

person must successfully complete, after receiving the training 

required under the rules described in division (A) of this 

section, to be qualified to serve as a person authorized to go 

armed within a school safety zone under section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code. The rules shall specify all of the following:

(a) The content of the training;

(b) That the number of hours of training shall not exceed 

two hours;

(c) That the training shall be completed annually.

(2) Rules governing two hours of handgun training that a 

person must successfully complete, after receiving the training 

required under the rules described in division (A) of this 

section, to be qualified to serve as a person authorized to go 

armed within a school safety zone under section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code. The rules shall specify all of the following:

(a) The content of the training as described in division 

(C) of this section;

(b) That the number of hours of training shall not exceed 

two hours;

(c) That the training shall be completed annually.

(C) The content of the handgun training described in 
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divisions (A)(2)(a) and (B)(2)(a) of this section shall require 

a person authorized to go armed within a school safety zone to 

complete all of the following:

(1) Demonstrate proper loading and holstering procedures;

(2) On signal, draw to close quarters retention position 

and fire three rounds into the preferred area. Upon completion, 

take appropriate post-shooting actions. The distance from the 

target shall be four feet, the time allowed shall be five 

seconds, and the number of rounds allowed shall be three.

(3) On signal, take a flanking step while drawing and fire 

two rounds into the preferred area of the torso and then one 

round into the head circle. Upon completion, take appropriate 

post-shooting actions. The distance from the target shall be 

nine feet, the time allowed shall be six seconds, and the number 

of rounds allowed shall be three.

(4) On signal, take a flanking step while drawing and fire 

four rounds into the preferred area with dominant hand only. 

Upon completion, take appropriate post-shooting actions and 

remain at the high ready position with the handgun in the 

dominant hand. On command, transfer the handgun to the non-

dominant hand and remain at a chest ready or compressed ready 

position. The distance from the target shall be twelve feet, the 

time allowed shall be eight seconds, and the number of rounds 

allowed shall be four.

(5) On signal, take a flanking step while presenting to 

the target and fire four rounds into the preferred area with 

non-dominant hand only. Upon completion, take appropriate post-

shooting actions. The distance from the target shall be twelve 

feet, the time allowed shall be seven seconds, and the number of 
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rounds allowed shall be four.

(6) On signal, take a flanking step while drawing and fire 

three rounds into the preferred area. On slide lock, take a 

flanking step in the opposite direction while reloading and fire 

three additional rounds into the preferred area. Upon 

completion, take appropriate post-shooting actions. The handgun 

shall be prepared with one round in the chamber and two in the 

magazine. The distance from the target shall be twenty feet, the 

time allowed shall be twelve seconds, and the number of rounds 

allowed shall be six.

(7) On signal, take a flanking step while drawing and fire 

three rounds into the preferred area. Upon completion, take 

appropriate post-shooting actions. The distance from the target 

shall be thirty feet, the time allowed shall be eight seconds, 

and the number of rounds allowed shall be three.

(8) On signal, take a flanking step while drawing and fire 

two rounds into the preferred area. Upon completion, take 

appropriate post-shooting actions. The distance from the target 

shall be fifty feet, the time allowed shall be eight seconds, 

and the number of rounds allowed shall be two.

(9) Demonstrate proper unloading and clearing procedures.

(D) Nothing in this section prohibits the board of 

education or governing body of a school from requiring more 

training than the training requirements in this section for a 

person authorized to go armed within a school safety zone.

(E) As used in this section, "additional training," 

"initial training," and "person authorized to go armed within a 

school safety zone" have the same meanings as in section 

2923.122 of the Revised Code.
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Sec. 149.433. (A) As used in this section:

"Act of terrorism" has the same meaning as in section 

2909.21 of the Revised Code.

"Express statement" means a written statement 

substantially similar to the following: "This information is 

voluntarily submitted to a public office in expectation of 

protection from disclosure as provided by section 149.433 of the 

Revised Code."

"Infrastructure record" means any record that discloses 

the configuration of critical systems including, but not limited 

to, communication, computer, electrical, mechanical, 

ventilation, water, and plumbing systems, security codes, or the 

infrastructure or structural configuration of a building.

"Infrastructure record" includes a risk assessment of 

infrastructure performed by a state or local law enforcement 

agency at the request of a property owner or manager.

"Infrastructure record" does not mean a simple floor plan 

that discloses only the spatial relationship of components of 

the building.

"Security record" means any of the following:

(1) Any record that contains information directly used for 

protecting or maintaining the security of a public office 

against attack, interference, or sabotage;

(2) Any record assembled, prepared, or maintained by a 

public office or public body to prevent, mitigate, or respond to 

acts of terrorism, including any of the following:

(a) Those portions of records containing specific and 

unique vulnerability assessments or specific and unique response 
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plans either of which is intended to prevent or mitigate acts of 

terrorism, and communication codes or deployment plans of law 

enforcement or emergency response personnel;

(b) Specific intelligence information and specific 

investigative records shared by federal and international law 

enforcement agencies with state and local law enforcement and 

public safety agencies;

(c) National security records classified under federal 

executive order and not subject to public disclosure under 

federal law that are shared by federal agencies, and other 

records related to national security briefings to assist state 

and local government with domestic preparedness for acts of 

terrorism.

(3) An emergency management plan adopted pursuant to 

section 5502.262 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) A Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(4) 

of this section, a record kept by a public office that is a 

security record is not a public record under section 149.43 of 

the Revised Code and is not subject to mandatory release or 

disclosure under that section.

(2) A Except as otherwise provided in division (B)(4) of 

this section, a record kept by a public office that is an 

infrastructure record of a public office, public school, or a 

chartered nonpublic school is not a public record under section 

149.43 of the Revised Code and is not subject to mandatory 

release or disclosure under that section.

(3) A record kept by a public office that is an 

infrastructure record of a private entity may be exempted from 

release or disclosure under division (C) of this section.
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(4) Divisions (B)(1) and (2) of this section do not apply 

to a record that is a public notification required to be 

provided under division (D)(1)(d) of section 2923.122 of the 

Revised Code. A record that is such a public notification is a 

public record to the extent that it is required to be provided 

under division (D)(1)(d) of section 2923.122 of the Revised 

Code.

(C) A record prepared by, submitted to, or kept by a 

public office that is an infrastructure record of a private 

entity, which is submitted to the public office for use by the 

public office, when accompanied by an express statement, is 

exempt from release or disclosure under section 149.43 of the 

Revised Code for a period of twenty-five years after its 

creation if it is retained by the public office for that length 

of time.

(D) Notwithstanding any other section of the Revised Code, 

disclosure by a public office, public employee, chartered 

nonpublic school, or chartered nonpublic school employee of a 

security record or infrastructure record that is necessary for 

construction, renovation, or remodeling work on any public 

building or project or chartered nonpublic school does not 

constitute public disclosure for purposes of waiving division 

(B) of this section and does not result in that record becoming 

a public record for purposes of section 149.43 of the Revised 

Code.

Sec. 2923.122. (A) No person shall knowingly convey, or 

attempt to convey, a deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance into a 

school safety zone.

(B) No person shall knowingly possess a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone.
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(C) No person shall knowingly possess an object in a 

school safety zone if both of the following apply:

(1) The object is indistinguishable from a firearm, 

whether or not the object is capable of being fired.

(2) The person indicates that the person possesses the 

object and that it is a firearm, or the person knowingly 

displays or brandishes the object and indicates that it is a 

firearm.

(D)(1) This section does not apply to any of the 

following:

(a) An officer, agent, or employee of this or any other 

state or the United States who is authorized to carry deadly 

weapons or dangerous ordnance and is acting within the scope of 

the officer's, agent's, or employee's duties, a;

(b) A law enforcement officer who is authorized to carry 

deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance, a;

(c) A security officer employed by a board of education or 

governing body of a school during the time that the security 

officer is on duty pursuant to that contract of employment, or 

any;

(d) Any other person who has written authorization from 

the board of education or governing body of a school authorized 

to convey deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance into go armed 

within a school safety zone or to possess a deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone and who conveys or 

possesses the deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in accordance 

with that authorization   if the board of education or governing   

body of a school notifies the public, by whatever means the 

school regularly communicates with the public, that the board or 
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governing body has authorized one or more other persons to go 

armed within a school of the board or governing body. Nothing in 

this division shall be construed as requiring the disclosure of 

information that is not a public record under section 149.43 or 

149.433 of the Revised Code;

(b) (e) Any person who is employed in this state, who is 

authorized to carry deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance, and 

who is subject to and in compliance with the requirements of 

section 109.801 of the Revised Code, unless the appointing 

authority of the person has expressly specified that the 

exemption provided in division (D)(1)(b) (D)(1)(e) of this 

section does not apply to the person.

(2) Division (C) of this section does not apply to 

premises upon which home schooling is conducted. Division (C) of 

this section also does not apply to a school administrator, 

teacher, or employee who possesses an object that is 

indistinguishable from a firearm for legitimate school purposes 

during the course of employment, a student who uses an object 

that is indistinguishable from a firearm under the direction of 

a school administrator, teacher, or employee, or any other 

person who with the express prior approval of a school 

administrator possesses an object that is indistinguishable from 

a firearm for a legitimate purpose, including the use of the 

object in a ceremonial activity, a play, reenactment, or other 

dramatic presentation, school safety training, or a ROTC 

activity or another similar use of the object.

(3) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or 

attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a handgun in, a 

school safety zone if, at the time of that conveyance, attempted 

conveyance, or possession of the handgun, all of the following 
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apply:

(a) The person does not enter into a school building or 

onto school premises and is not at a school activity.

(b) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the person is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code.

(c) The person is in the school safety zone in accordance 

with 18 U.S.C. 922(q)(2)(B).

(d) The person is not knowingly in a place described in 

division (B)(1) or (B)(3) to (8) of section 2923.126 of the 

Revised Code.

(4) This section does not apply to a person who conveys or 

attempts to convey a handgun into, or possesses a handgun in, a 

school safety zone if at the time of that conveyance, attempted 

conveyance, or possession of the handgun all of the following 

apply:

(a) The person is carrying a valid concealed handgun 

license or the person is an active duty member of the armed 

forces of the United States and is carrying a valid military 

identification card and documentation of successful completion 

of firearms training that meets or exceeds the training 

requirements described in division (G)(1) of section 2923.125 of 

the Revised Code.

(b) The person leaves the handgun in a motor vehicle.
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(c) The handgun does not leave the motor vehicle.

(d) If the person exits the motor vehicle, the person 

locks the motor vehicle.

(E)(1) Whoever violates division (A) or (B) of this 

section is guilty of illegal conveyance or possession of a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone. 

Except as otherwise provided in this division, illegal 

conveyance or possession of a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance in a school safety zone is a felony of the fifth 

degree. If the offender previously has been convicted of a 

violation of this section, illegal conveyance or possession of a 

deadly weapon or dangerous ordnance in a school safety zone is a 

felony of the fourth degree.

(2) Whoever violates division (C) of this section is 

guilty of illegal possession of an object indistinguishable from 

a firearm in a school safety zone. Except as otherwise provided 

in this division, illegal possession of an object 

indistinguishable from a firearm in a school safety zone is a 

misdemeanor of the first degree. If the offender previously has 

been convicted of a violation of this section, illegal 

possession of an object indistinguishable from a firearm in a 

school safety zone is a felony of the fifth degree.

(F)(1) In addition to any other penalty imposed upon a 

person who is convicted of or pleads guilty to a violation of 

this section and subject to division (F)(2) of this section, if 

the offender has not attained nineteen years of age, regardless 

of whether the offender is attending or is enrolled in a school 

operated by a board of education or for which the state board of 

education prescribes minimum standards under section 3301.07 of 

the Revised Code, the court shall impose upon the offender a 
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class four suspension of the offender's probationary driver's 

license, restricted license, driver's license, commercial 

driver's license, temporary instruction permit, or probationary 

commercial driver's license that then is in effect from the 

range specified in division (A)(4) of section 4510.02 of the 

Revised Code and shall deny the offender the issuance of any 

permit or license of that type during the period of the 

suspension.

If the offender is not a resident of this state, the court 

shall impose a class four suspension of the nonresident 

operating privilege of the offender from the range specified in 

division (A)(4) of section 4510.02 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the offender shows good cause why the court should 

not suspend one of the types of licenses, permits, or privileges 

specified in division (F)(1) of this section or deny the 

issuance of one of the temporary instruction permits specified 

in that division, the court in its discretion may choose not to 

impose the suspension, revocation, or denial required in that 

division, but the court, in its discretion, instead may require 

the offender to perform community service for a number of hours 

determined by the court.

(G) As used in this section,:

(1) "Initial training" means training that is completed 

prior to conveying or possessing a deadly weapon or dangerous 

ordnance into or in a school safety zone. 

(2) "object Object that is indistinguishable from a 

firearm" means an object made, constructed, or altered so that, 

to a reasonable person without specialized training in firearms, 

the object appears to be a firearm.
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(3)(a) "Person authorized to go armed within a school 

safety zone" means a person to whom all of the following apply:

(i) The person has written authorization from the board of 

education or governing body of a school that authorizes the 

person to convey or possess deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance 

in a school safety zone within which the board or governing body 

has authority and that specifies the manner in which the person 

may convey or possess deadly weapons or dangerous ordnance in a 

school safety zone within which the board or governing body has 

authority.

(ii) The person conveys or possesses the deadly weapon or 

dangerous ordnance in accordance with that authorization.

(iii) The person has a valid concealed handgun license.

(iv) Except as provided in division (G)(3)(c) of this 

section, the person has completed the following initial 

training:

(I) The person has successfully completed eighteen hours 

of general training prescribed by rule under division (A)(1) of 

section 109.805 of the Revised Code.

(II) The person has successfully completed two hours of 

handgun training prescribed by rule under division (A)(2) of 

section 109.805 of the Revised Code.

(v) Except as provided in division (G)(3)(c) of this 

section, the person has completed the following annual 

additional training:

(I) The person has successfully completed two hours of 

general training prescribed by rule under division (B)(1) of 

section 109.805 of the Revised Code. 
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(II) The person has successfully completed two hours of 

handgun training prescribed by rule under division (B)(2) of 

section 109.805 of the Revised Code.

(b) The board or governing body of the school shall pay 

all fees for the training described in divisions (G)(3)(a)(iv) 

and (v) of this section.

(c) The training requirements in divisions (G)(3)(a)(iv) 

and (v) of this section do not apply to a law enforcement 

officer or school resource officer.

(d) Nothing in division (G)(3) of this section prohibits 

the board or governing body of a school from requiring more 

training than the training requirements in divisions (G)(3)(a)

(iv) and (v) of this section for a person authorized to go armed 

within a school safety zone.

(4) "Additional training" means training that is completed 

after completing the initial training required under division 

(G)(3)(a)(iv) of this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 109.73, 109.78, 149.433, 

and 2923.122 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. Not later than one hundred twenty days after 

the effective date of this section, the Attorney General shall 

file proposals of the rules described in divisions (A)(3) and 

(4) of section 109.748 of the Revised Code, as enacted in this 

act, with the Secretary of State, the Director of the 

Legislative Service Commission, and the Joint Committee on 

Agency Rule Review, in accordance with section 119.03 of the 

Revised Code.

Section 4. Section 109.73 of the Revised Code is presented 

in this act as a composite of the section as amended by both 
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H.B. 24 and S.B. 68 of the 133rd General Assembly. The General 

Assembly, applying the principle stated in division (B) of 

section 1.52 of the Revised Code that amendments are to be 

harmonized if reasonably capable of simultaneous operation, 

finds that the composite is the resulting version of the section 

in effect prior to the effective date of the section as 

presented in this act.
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