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Government Oversight Committee
SB261 medical cannabis program

Chairman Wilkin, Vice Chair White, and Ranking Member Brown
Thank you for this opportunity to provide proponent testimony to SB261, an amendment for the
betterment of the Ohio medical cannabis program. My name is Tim, I’m an Air Force Veteran
and retired Law Enforcement Officer. I have personally been involved with the creation of the
Ohio Medical Cannabis Program from co-authoring the white paper, in 2015, leading to the
creation of the program to participating on the Interested Parties Panel that lead to the creation
of SB261. The original intent of the medical cannabis program was to provide an alternative
valued medicinal route, other than big pharma RX meds, for patients with various physical and
mental illnesses and to address the criminal justice reform issues around the use of cannabis.
The program language provides for the review of the program and its progress in every third
year to adopt or revise language for the betterment of the program, thus the creation of SB261.

While SB261 may share its own shortcomings, it does provide changes to provide positive
improvements in the safety and security sectors of the program, expansion of cultivation for the
purpose of meeting certain product profiles and a larger product demand as more patients
participate, permitting Doctors to be Doctors and the patient Doctor relationship to remain
privileged, the expansion of potential vertical integration for some stand alone licensees,
marketing rights and product safety testing improvements.

The potential changes SB261 presents has created an internal domestic implosion with the
licensees battle over who will have more control or dominate the program with their products as
their own testimonies share in their displeasures. These issues can be worked out. In the
meantime patient protection rights have been deferred in the bill.

You have heard and been provided the opponent testimonies from those not interested in
making the program safer, taking control rights from regulators and not favorable to the program
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expansion. In my review of these testimonies I saw input from crime rates increase, children ER
visits, driver impaired stats, gateway drug theory, property values decrease, and more. To
enlighten you on such articles I would request your review of the archived testimonies presented
in the program creation that share a preponderance of evidence to science based articles,
studies, peer reviews and research which debunked these unfounded claims. Yes we often hear
the defense that there are no studies. If that were to be true then where did the studies come
from which the opponents present? Reality is simply because cannabis is a schedule 1 drug
under the CSA does not mean it has not been studied. Cannabis is actually the most studied
plant in the world with thousands of research articles, studies, tests and peer reviews covering
its medicinal efficacy. Perhaps it is not about the proclaimed dangers of the plant but rather
about the monetary losses to the justice system, monetary losses to law enforcement and a loss
of patients needing the services of behavioral sciences disciplines.

My concern with SB261is the lack of criminal justice reform policies or better known as patient
protection rights that have been omitted. The program as a whole has failed to provide proper
protections for patients from; child care, child custody, driving impaired, employment, banking
services, insurance, housing, reciprocity, probable cause, economic equity and various minor
criminal offenses often piled onto a possession charge. Let us remember the cannabis industry
was declared an essential business and the participants were declared true medical patients in
the onset of the covid pandemic.

I will not bore you with the history of cannabis, though it is very interesting to hear the truths, but
I will ask this, when in our history was cannabis ever declared a public health crisis or a public
criminal crisis with supportive proof? The promulgation of criminal laws regulating cannabis has
shown to create the issues we have today. The lies of cannabis have been solidified with the
truths. It's time we stop insulting our own intelligence to this topic and address issues that truly
have a pejorative impact on families, individuals and society as a whole.

Thank you for your time and  I am willing to address any questions.

Reference support for review:

The book…  “Chi” The Cannabis Health Index 3rd edition

Research links;

1937 Tax Stamp Act

https://www.cbp.gov/about/history/did-you-know/marijuana#:~:text=His%20campaign%2

0against%20Cannabis%20led,an%20annual%20tax%20of%20%2424.

1944 LaGuardia Report,

https://www.forbes.com/sites/dariosabaghi/2021/12/07/a-brief-history-of-the-false-my

th-about-cannabis-as-a-gateway-drug/
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1969 Tax Stamp Act found unconstitutional

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/395/6/

1970 CSA Cannabis Schedule 1, https://www.dea.gov/drug-information/csa

1972 https://beyondthc.com/the-shafer-commission-report-1972/

US Pharmacopia on cannabis https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5312634/

cannabismuseum.com found in Athens Ohio on view at the Lloyds Museum in Cincinnati.

US patents on cannabis https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/patent/US-6630507-B1

https://uspatent6630507.com/

Religion and cannabis https://www.openbible.info/topics/cannabis

projectcbd.org Ethan Russo on cannabis research

https://www.projectcbd.org/book-excerpt-autism-and-endocannabinoid-dysfunction

Dr Justin Sulak healer.com

https://www.ganjapreneur.com/nearly-one-third-of-employees-at-major-companies-used-cannabi
s-on-the-job/?fbclid=IwAR0SJ8qC76TAF-K63TqiADb_IxgRUxCfDFUCvrrcVYEQedORLHsKaqF
dEaA

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/cannabis-vs-marijuana-which-is-correct?fbclid=IwAR27vjs9
VMEE2PPeGk0GBteXCALagIAgboFVOh4aVA2cu6ata8cPk0gvFiY

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/the-higher-learning-lv-interview-raphael-mechoulam?fbclid=
IwAR2I-YKK3qIeaHcy-OSfT0Fq6SZa8TywFgCBtTJqPTZ_bCeqH11a3C-LGaM

https://norml.org/news/2022/04/21/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-f
or-adults?link_id=8&can_id=66239aaa67bf893af21cfc12d0cf9adf&source=email-norml-news-of-
the-week-4212022-2&email_referrer=email_1518847&email_subject=norml-news-of-the-week-4
212022&fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_rTGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y

https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVL
MF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20b
ook%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%
20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92l
HunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA

https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/off-duty-cops-in-nj-can-smoke-weed-without-getting-fired/?fbclid=
IwAR39HE_maIdFkjSDGkJXTuZLpeK5wlIuFpyYVRBXM2gb8iEjwtUv4mGKpM0

https://www.ganjapreneur.com/adult-use-cannabis-legalization-reduces-demand-for-prescription
-drugs/?fbclid=IwAR39q0qeuZKCuy32XroERs82ZcuJmPO714wQHkQxds_bEfo6U-Uj3Y-hE8w

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/395/6/
https://www.dea.gov/drug-information/csa
https://beyondthc.com/the-shafer-commission-report-1972/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5312634/
http://cannabismuseum.com/
https://pubchem.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/patent/US-6630507-B1
https://uspatent6630507.com/
https://www.openbible.info/topics/cannabis
http://projectcbd.org/
https://www.projectcbd.org/book-excerpt-autism-and-endocannabinoid-dysfunction
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/nearly-one-third-of-employees-at-major-companies-used-cannabis-on-the-job/?fbclid=IwAR0SJ8qC76TAF-K63TqiADb_IxgRUxCfDFUCvrrcVYEQedORLHsKaqFdEaA
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/nearly-one-third-of-employees-at-major-companies-used-cannabis-on-the-job/?fbclid=IwAR0SJ8qC76TAF-K63TqiADb_IxgRUxCfDFUCvrrcVYEQedORLHsKaqFdEaA
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/nearly-one-third-of-employees-at-major-companies-used-cannabis-on-the-job/?fbclid=IwAR0SJ8qC76TAF-K63TqiADb_IxgRUxCfDFUCvrrcVYEQedORLHsKaqFdEaA
https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/the-higher-learning-lv-interview-raphael-mechoulam?fbclid=IwAR2I-YKK3qIeaHcy-OSfT0Fq6SZa8TywFgCBtTJqPTZ_bCeqH11a3C-LGaM
https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/the-higher-learning-lv-interview-raphael-mechoulam?fbclid=IwAR2I-YKK3qIeaHcy-OSfT0Fq6SZa8TywFgCBtTJqPTZ_bCeqH11a3C-LGaM
https://norml.org/news/2022/04/21/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-for-adults?link_id=8&can_id=66239aaa67bf893af21cfc12d0cf9adf&source=email-norml-news-of-the-week-4212022-2&email_referrer=email_1518847&email_subject=norml-news-of-the-week-4212022&fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_rTGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y
https://norml.org/news/2022/04/21/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-for-adults?link_id=8&can_id=66239aaa67bf893af21cfc12d0cf9adf&source=email-norml-news-of-the-week-4212022-2&email_referrer=email_1518847&email_subject=norml-news-of-the-week-4212022&fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_rTGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y
https://norml.org/news/2022/04/21/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-for-adults?link_id=8&can_id=66239aaa67bf893af21cfc12d0cf9adf&source=email-norml-news-of-the-week-4212022-2&email_referrer=email_1518847&email_subject=norml-news-of-the-week-4212022&fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_rTGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y
https://norml.org/news/2022/04/21/poll-two-thirds-of-americans-say-marijuana-should-be-legal-for-adults?link_id=8&can_id=66239aaa67bf893af21cfc12d0cf9adf&source=email-norml-news-of-the-week-4212022-2&email_referrer=email_1518847&email_subject=norml-news-of-the-week-4212022&fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_rTGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y
https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVLMF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA
https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVLMF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA
https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVLMF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA
https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVLMF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA
https://www.amazon.com/CANNABIS-CHILDREN-Simple-Medical-Cannabis-ebook/dp/B07BVLMF35/ref=mp_s_a_1_1?crid=3AL91W396DWFD&keywords=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alisa%20lee&qid=1650719901&sprefix=cannabis%20for%20children%20book%20by%20alissa%20lee%2Caps%2C109&sr=8-1&fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJqC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA
https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/off-duty-cops-in-nj-can-smoke-weed-without-getting-fired/?fbclid=IwAR39HE_maIdFkjSDGkJXTuZLpeK5wlIuFpyYVRBXM2gb8iEjwtUv4mGKpM0
https://nypost.com/2022/04/15/off-duty-cops-in-nj-can-smoke-weed-without-getting-fired/?fbclid=IwAR39HE_maIdFkjSDGkJXTuZLpeK5wlIuFpyYVRBXM2gb8iEjwtUv4mGKpM0
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/adult-use-cannabis-legalization-reduces-demand-for-prescription-drugs/?fbclid=IwAR39q0qeuZKCuy32XroERs82ZcuJmPO714wQHkQxds_bEfo6U-Uj3Y-hE8w
https://www.ganjapreneur.com/adult-use-cannabis-legalization-reduces-demand-for-prescription-drugs/?fbclid=IwAR39q0qeuZKCuy32XroERs82ZcuJmPO714wQHkQxds_bEfo6U-Uj3Y-hE8w


https://www.marijuanamoment.net/bipartisan-state-attorneys-general-call-for-marijuana-banking-
fix-in-new-letter-to-senate-leadership/?fbclid=IwAR035WEsmOtBS6tj01nGNQZH9qGDvhEZxK6
t7IBRza2A-yJfug5jw-GOLv8

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/understanding-cannabis-a-proper-mental-framework?fbclid
=IwAR1yYUglEuqlxxMmCerFVruHMDTY8u7rT4lUNQ7IvCJDg82Yl_aHAucLrFA

https://www.marijuanamoment.net/new-congressional-bill-would-put-marijuana-penalties-for-milit
ary-members-on-par-with-alcohol-related-punishments/?fbclid=IwAR3riXD8SKgnhtDy4mmImQJ
qC92lHunyKYJEVAT17BIf4RqSMRD4LtEmknA

https://www.veriheal.com/blog/new-u-s-research-efforts-could-catalyze-medical-cannabis-adopti
on-in-the-pharmaceutical-industry/?fbclid=IwAR2VWoS_8Kgus9Bp722LN-ihDHSuE_0DPxRA_r
TGx7qmMEtQ0L2lj86rh5Y

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/blog?fbclid=IwAR0WKWG9-djRgh6FjucLR3KhOy8yHsjqG2OHL
j6EkDtEzsoV7I6XGv-4vA4

https://www.ladbible.com/news/latest-cannabis-based-drug-kills-pancreatic-cancer-20220414?fb
clid=IwAR1giGzaj90Qp-ciS8IO1ipXSKDMWO4XUWeOmzoNbAnymql66fp_9bftWRA

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/understanding-how-cannabis-became-illegal?fbclid=IwAR2
dWl3bRgHYdUU-anhYYE_yefJHQduZc2LtVM6Pu5l8OqKgGt46RiUcqrU

https://cannigma.com/treatment/nurses-and-cannabis-patients/?utm_source=Facebook&utm_m
edium=FBPost&utm_campaign=Social&utm_content=Nurses&fbclid=IwAR3NQ-J4IW0gknAzMP
tTPzX7UJNqEIeWPgAyIsRYJOlK6EiNW5TnO8tT8hc

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/study-summary-medical-cannabis-history-pharmacology?fb
clid=IwAR0WKWG9-djRgh6FjucLR3KhOy8yHsjqG2OHLj6EkDtEzsoV7I6XGv-4vA4

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/study-summary-efficacy-safety-of-cbd-and-thcv-for-type-2-d
iabetes?fbclid=IwAR15IWoRS3E-XUT3I8ejFG8T0Xbma9co71WiLDvlaeWOpsjCl1bV3YMjZ2E

https://leafmagazines.com/news/science/house-overwhelmingly-removes-barriers-to-marijuana-r
esearch/?fbclid=IwAR3Fts84_Fh95GgqWrFZQkhgBnYf3Z1liUaWvsPUKpjFq-ddGRx59k1_TBk

https://www.higherlearninglv.co/post/is-cannabis-addictive-a-research-review?fbclid=IwAR2-Gzp
Lnza6xqg3aM9npgs5ej74NCoDnNlbuWYImg8BGOx91s6mc2cr4Go

https://themedicalcannabisinstitute.org/product/product-24618/?utm_source=drip&utm_medium
=email&utm_campaign=Ohio++(resend+to+unopened)&utm_content=The+Buckeye+State,+the
+Number+25,+and+Medical+Cannabis!&fbclid=IwAR3rJSOhKGs-PtoMjWlqhgeEvVnIhE08z6m6
tyMa0_eMQlyrVdeEpeZw6Mk
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