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WITNESS INFORMATION FORM 
Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying: 

Date:  

Name:  

Are you representing: Yourself  Organization

Organization (If Applicable): 

Position/Title: 

Address: 

City: State:  Zip: 

Best Contact Telephone: Email: 

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes  No 

Business before the committee 

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):  

  

  

Specific Issue: 

Are you testifying as a: Proponent Opponent Interested Party 

Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes No 

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior 

to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.) 

Will your testimony be written, spoken, or both? 

Please provide a brief statement on your position: 

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented 
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online. 
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	Date:: September 21, 2021
	Name:: Antoinette Miranda
	Organization (If Applicable):: 
	Position/Title:: Professor, Chair and SBOE member
	Address:: 1634 S. Roosevelt Ave.
	City:: Columbus
	State:: Ohio
	Zip:: 43209
	Best Contact Telephone:: 614-565-7926
	Email:: halsellmiranda@gmail.com
	Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number):: HB 322
	Specific Issue:: opposition to the bill
	How much time will your testimony require?:: both
	Please provide a brief statement on your position:: Chairman Wiggam, Vice Chairwoman John, Ranking Member Representative Kelly, and Members of the State and Local Government Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Antoinette Miranda I am a Professor of School Psychology, the Chair of the Department of Teaching and Learning and a SBOE member representing District 6.  I strongly oppose HB 322.

As an educator I oppose this bill because students deserve to learn accurate and complete American history.  This bill essentially censors teachers and doesn’t allow them to teach the true history of the United States, not the whitewashed version. Additionally, racism experienced by students of color in American schools is tied to American history and cannot be ignored or erased. All of our children deserve to be treated with dignity and respect.  But sadly that is not the case.  For decades, students of color have experienced a focus on their race in schools, especially predominately white schools in which they have experienced racism, prejudice, and stereotypes and it continues today.  These bills do nothing to ameliorate those sad occurrences. Instead, folks talk about how hypothetically students will be made to feel bad as a result of teaching, discussing, issues of diversity.  Unfortunately, they are not talking about students of color. Make no mistake students of color, LGBTQ, and immigrant students, will continue to have negative experiences in schools due to the lack of understanding with respect to diversity amongst teachers, students, and staff. And sadly this bill will not stop these experiences for students of color.  But let’s face it, this bill is not for students of color as we have repeatedly been told that white children will feel bad. 
The chilling effect of this purposefully vague language is that our teachers will be fearful of approaching topics that are challenging but factual. It is imperative, now more than ever, for our children to learn about these events as they are important parts of our country’s foundational history. 
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