
 
March 28, 2022 

 

SENT VIA EMAIL TO SENATOR MANNING 

 

Re: SB202 

 

Dear Chairman Manning, Vice Chair McColley, Ranking Member Thomas, and members 

of the Senate Judiciary Committee: 

 

My name is Dr. Kara Ayers and I am the Associate Director of our University of Cincinnati 

Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCCEDD). It is the vision of our 

UCCEDD that all people, including children ad adults with disabilities and their families, 

fully participate in society and live healthy, safe, self-determined, and productive lives. 

We know part of that vision for many people with disabilities is parenthood. It has certainly 

always been part of my vision and I am now a proud disabled parent of three children, 

ages 5, 11, and 14. My husband and I are both full-time wheelchair users. I’ve shared 

details of our experience as a family led by two parents with disabilities in an interview 

published just yesterday in the Columbus Dispatch (attached after this letter). 

 

I am also a researcher who has studied parenting with disabilities. Among the important 

findings from this body of research: IQ is not correlated with likelihood to abuse or neglect 

children. Parents with intellectual disabilities are not more likely to harm their children 

than nondisabled parents. In the tragic event that any parent’s involvement in their child’s 

life is abusive or neglectful, Ohio has many longstanding laws and practices through 

which to respond. The proposed SB202 would reverse a discriminatory double standard 

that has been all-too often utilized in Ohio. More than any other state, Ohio cites “parental 

disability” as the primary and/or sole removal for removal of children from their families of 

origin. We also see disability wielded as an unfair tool to tilt the scales in many custody 

hearings because as it’s stated currently, Ohio code allows such discrimination.  



 
 

I have shared both my body of research as well as my personal experiences during my 

work with Senators Antonio and Hackett as part of an interested parties group working on 

this bill. It has been a true honor to take part in this process through such thoughtful 

conversation and follow-through. Issues like these, safety of children and sanctity of 

families, are ones that spark passion in all of us. We’ve listened, been heard, and worked 

together to craft the language you see today. SB202 is urgently needed in Ohio to allow 

us to live up to our commitment to treat people fairly and prevent discrimination against 

parents with disabilities. 

 

Thank-you for your careful consideration of SB202 and reviewing my Letter of Support. 

My contact information is provided below and I welcome the opportunity to speak to you 

about this bill’s importance or answer any additional questions you may have. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Kara Ayers  
Associate Director of the University of Cincinnati Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities (UCCEDD) 
Director of the Center for Dignity on Healthcare for People with Disabilities 
Assistant Professor, Division of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics and the 
University of Cincinnati College of Medicine  
Kara.ayers@cchmc.org 
937-305-8254 

mailto:Kara.ayers@cchmc.org
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