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Chair Gavarone, Vice-Chair O’Brien, and Ranking Member Maharath:  

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. I am the Executive Director of the League of Women 
Voters of Ohio. LWVO was formed in 1920 from the Ohio Woman Suffrage Association, and 
voters of all ages, races, zip codes, and beliefs are our priority. We seek to ensure that our 
democratic republic works for all of us, and that is why we have actively opposed 
gerrymandering for nearly a half century. At the end of this testimony, I’ve included a timeline 
of our redistricting work, because I want to make clear that this has been and will remain a 
priority for LWVO until voters truly have maps that fairly represent them, rather than be rigged 
for parties or individual candidates. 

When politicians manipulate the redistricting process to expand or protect their own power, 
the power of the people’s voices and votes is diminished. One of the means of mathematically  
measuring gerrymandering - the unduly favoring of one party - is through an analysis called the 
efficiency gap. Because partisan gerrymandering is always carried out by cracking a party’s 
supporters among many districts, in which their preferred candidates lose by relatively narrow 
margins; and/or by packing a party’s backers in a few districts, in which their preferred 
candidates win by enormous margins.  

Both cracking and packing produce votes that are inefficient in the sense that they do not 
contribute to a candidate’s election. In the case of cracking, all votes cast for the losing 
candidate are inefficient. In the case of packing, all votes cast for the winning candidate, above 
the 50% (plus one) threshold needed for victory, are inefficient. The efficiency gap is calculated 
by taking one party’s total inefficient votes in an election, subtracting the other party’s total 
inefficient votes, and dividing by the total number of votes cast. 
 



 

The proposed map is far from proportional as well. Given that Ohio statewide vote totals 
slightly favor Republican candidates, we should see a Republican slight advantage in the 
allocation of seats. But this map clearly unduly favors Republican politicians.  The Senate GOP 
proposal includes two highly competitive districts. With a slight Republican advantage of 
+1.62% and +1.24% they are placed in the Republican column.  

 

Yesterday my colleague Catherine Turcer of Common Cause Ohio testified to the inappropriate 
splitting of counties and communities in the proposed map.  In the interest of time, I will not 
reiterate those points, though I want this committee to know that LWVO firmly agrees with her 
that this map is full of inappropriate slicing and dicing of communities. To demonstrate this 
point, I will zoom into a few spots on the map. With this map, a blue heron could land in the 
northwest corner of the park with one foot in the 15th district, one in the 4th, and its beak 
could reach out and spear some lunch in the 3rd.  



Scioto Audubon Park 

 

 

Palmer Township in Washington County has 550 people, but is split into two different 
Congressional Districts. The Census reports that repair work is the most prevalent occupation in 
Palmer, which is far different economically than Columbus’ German Village that is also in the 
same district. 

 
Palmer Township 

 

 

Bottom line: these jagged lines and split-up communities can be found throughout this map, 



without any good public policy justification. It would be incredibly difficult to create a map that 
truly serves the people of Ohio if this is our starting place. Instead, I encourage you to consider 
starting with one of the maps from our Fair Districts Ohio Competition. Once we pick a better 
foundation for mapmaking, we can deliberately go through district by district, line by line, to 
create districts that honor both the letter and spirit of the 2018 Constitutional Amendment that 
passed by nearly 75% of the vote.  

Thank you for your time today. You can reach me at director@lwvohio.org or 614-563-9543.  
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