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CHAIRWOMAN SCHMIDT, VICE CHAIR MILLER, RANKING MEMBER DENSON AND 
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FAMILES AND AGING COMMITTEE – THANK YOU FOR 
THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE SPONSOR TESTIMONY ON HB 5 – THE ADOPTION 
MODERNIZATION ACT. 

 

AS AN ADOPTED CHILD, I WAS THRILLED WHEN THE OHIO ASSOCIATION OF 
PROBATE JUDGES MENTIONED THEY WERE WORKING ON MODERNIZING AND 
STREAMLINING THE ADOPTION PROCESS HERE IN OHIO.  THEIR ODERNIZATION 
COMMITTEE HAS BEEN TIRELESSLY WORKING WITH PROBATE JUDGES AROUND 
THE STATE TO DEVELOP RECOMMENDATIONS THAT WOULD UPDATE CURRENT 
LAW TO ALIGN THE ADOPTION PROCESS WITH SUPREME COURT PRECEDENT, 
INCREASE CONSISTENCY FROM COUNTY TO COUNTY AND ADDRESS THE 
UNNECESSARY LENGTH AND COST TO FINALIZE CERTAIN ADOPTIONS. 

 

THE ACCUMULATION OF THESE RECOMMENDATIONS RESULTED IN THE 
ADOPTION MODERNIZATION ACT. 

 

I WANT TO TAKE A MINUTE TO HIGHLIGHT THREE KEY PROVISIONS OF THE BILL: 

 

FIRST, THIS BILL WOULD PROVIDE INCREASED FINANCIAL SUPPORT FOR 
EXPECTENT MOTHERS.  BY INCREASING FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM $3,000 TO    



$6,000 FOR LIVING EXPENSES, WE ARE SUPPORTING THE HEALTH AND WELL-
BEING OF THE MOTHER AND THE CHILD. 

 

SECOND, FOR FOSTER TO ADOPT SCENARIOUS, CURRENT OHIO LAW REQUIRES A 
SIX MONTH WAITING PERIOD BEFORE AN ADOPTION CAN OCCUR.  CURRENT LAW 
ALSO ALLOWS FOR TIME SPENT IN THE FOSTER HOME TO BE COUNTED TOWARDS 
THIS SIX MONTH WAITING PERIOD.  THE ADOPTION MODERNIZATION ACT 
EXTENDS THIS PRACTICE TO KINSHIP CAREGIVERS, ULTIMATELY EXPEDITING THE 
ADOPTION PROCESS FOR FAMILY MEMBERS OF THE CHILD.   

 

FINALLY, THE BILL CLARIFIES THE OHIO REVISED CODE BY ELIMINATING NEEDLESS 
DELAYS AND UNNECESSARY DUPLICATIVE ACTIONS TO HELP STREAMLINE THE 
ADOPTION PROCESS. 

 

THE STATE OF OHIO HAS OVER 3,000 CHILDREN LOOKING FOR A FAMILY TO CALL 
THEIR OWN.  MODERNIZING THE ADOPTION PROCESS IS A STEP IN THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION FOR OUR CHILDREN AND FAMILES.  OHIO NEEDS THIS LEGISLATION. 

 

IN THE WORDS OF ADOPTION ADVOCATE AND OHIO ICON DAVE THOMAS, 
“EVERY CHILD DESERVES A HOME AND LOVE – PERIOD". I AGREE. 

 

CHAIR SCHMIDT, VICE-CHAIR MILLER, RANKING MEMBER DENSON AND 
MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE FAMILIES AND AGING COMMITTEE, THANK YOU AGAIN 
FOR THE OPPORTUNITY TO PROVIDE SPONSOR TESTIMONY ON THE ADOPTION 
MODERNIZATION ACT. 

 

I WOULD NOW LIKE TO TURN IT OVER TO MY JOINT SPONSOR ON THE BILL – A 
WOMAN WHO HAS FIRSTHAND EXPERIENCE WITH THE ADOPTION PROCESS, 
REPRESENTATIVE RACHEL BAKER. 



 


