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Chair Young, Vice Chair Manning, Ranking Member Miller, and Members of the Higher Education
Committee: | write this testimony to oppose House Bill 183.

I’'m Amanda Fisher. My husband Chad and | have three children that we are raising in suburban Ohio —
attending public schools.

My oldest, who has different body parts than me — had no issue going into the same public bathroom as
me until he was eight. By then he had two younger siblings that | needed to help.

But the reason he stopped had more to do with his younger sibling than anything. When we were
running errands around town, my then 4-year-old would scream about wanting to go to Target. As it
turns out, Taylor needed to use the bathroom. And Taylor knew that at Target, there was a family
restroom. | assumed this was because all other bathrooms in stores around are town were “in the back”
through a scary dungeon-like hallway.

Then a pandemic ensued. We rarely went anywhere public for two years. We emerged and went on a
trip; it was then that we learned that Taylor preferred and LOVED to be called by masculine terms. My
Taylor was born with the same parts as me, but in his heart he is a boy.

When we flew home, Taylor seemed to grow an inch every time a stranger said ‘mister,” ‘young man,’ or
‘sir.” My husband wasn’t with us on the trip, but at seven years old, Taylor had long since trained me to
look for the family restrooms — so | was not trying to take my sons into women’s restrooms. But on our
layover we were in a rush, and the family restroom near our gate was occupied. | acquiesced to Taylor’s
begging me to allow him to go into the men’s room with his older brother. It was like Taylor grew
another inch, he was so happy to use the men’s bathroom.

That summer, as we went to restaurants, Taylor had strong opinions. But it wasn’t about the food; it was
about the bathrooms. Taylor knew the restaurants in our town that had gender neutral bathrooms.

Fast forward two months. Taylor is returning to public school after two years online.

The school was incredibly supportive of Taylor’s pronoun preference, but they were hesitant about
bathrooms. We all told Taylor to use the nurse’s bathroom or the girl’s bathroom.

On the first day of school, Taylor packed his lunch and water bottle. On day two, Taylor refused to bring
his water bottle.

By the end of the week, | saw it. My second grader wet his pants walking home from school.
After a few weeks of wet pants on and off, Taylor explained what was going on.

The nurse’s restroom was too far away. So, if one of the two girls room passes was in use, he would
‘hold it’ because he didn’t want to be in the bathroom with a girl from his class. If both girls passes were
there, but he went to the girls restroom and heard voices, he would head back to class. It was only when
the girls bathroom was empty that he would use it. If other girls came in, he would wait in the stall until
they left. He wanted to privately use the bathroom, without anyone questioning his belonging based on
his outward appearance.



You might be wondering, “In all the time he was using to think about going to the bathroom, couldn’t he
take the time to walk to the office?” The answer is that he felt even more uncomfortable because it was
‘weird’ to go to the adults’ bathroom.

He wanted to use the bathroom the matched his internal identity and outward appearance — one that
was for kids AND for boys.

So we told Taylor to use whatever bathroom he wanted. He stopped wetting his pants. He started
bringing his water bottle to school.

| hope you are uncomfortable after learning how uncomfortable, stressed out and dehydrated a second
grader was because of bathrooms at his school.

And that was when there was no law he was breaking.

That was when his parents were advocating fiercely about his preferred pronouns but not understanding
the pain we were causing him by discouraging the use of the bathroom that matched his identity.

His heart vs his parts.
His parents are advocating now.

My husband and | emphatically ask you to vote no on House Bill 183.



