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	Name: Juanita Hockingberry
	Address: 2421 Martinsburg Rd.
	City: Newark
	State: OH 
	Zip: 43055
	Best Contact Telephone: 740.975.3399
	Email: jbh@reagan.com
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	How much time will your testimony require: 3 mins
	Text1: Thank you, Committee members, for the opportunity to speak to you regarding HB 339. I am the Secondary Monitor at Licking County Christian Academy in Heath. On my first day on the job a few years back, I listened as the senior class individually recited (from memory) The Gettysburg Address to earn a test grade. Each one of them, one-by-one, word-by-word, without faltering came away with better than a 95%; they aced it! That one event changed my life, ladies and gentlemen. I saw, firsthand, the potential in Christian education. In that hour, I saw the promise our youth holds in their minds, their hands, their hearts. I'll never be the same. Today, as we are reminded by President Lincoln's Address of the fact that all men--- all students-- are created equal, we ask for the same financial opportunity currently offered to Ohio students who are enrolled in public schools, charter schools, alternative schools. This opportunity will allow all Ohio parents to give their children the freedom to pursue excellence in learning, which must lead to excellence in their (and our) future: excellence in living with purpose, excellence in service to others; excellence in raising their children to strive to excel, to far surpass the status quo --to help this happen by giving parents some of their education tax dollars back to use at the school that best fits their educational needs. That is what HB 339 is about.



Thank you for the honor of being here to present our petition to you today. This--- our students witnessing the inner workings of our state legislature; for our voices to be heard-- is the BEST. FIELD. TRIP. EVER.
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