WITNESS INFORMATION FORM

Please complete the Witness Information Form before testifying:

Date:  6/12/23

Name: Andrew Wood, Ph.D.

Are you representing: Yourself [0] Organization [_]

Organization (If Applicable):
Position/Title: Assistant Professor of Counseling

3063 Sidney Ave.

Address:
City: Cincinnati State: OH Zip: 45225
Best Contact Telephone: 3865462493 Email: &ndrew386wood@gmail.com

Do you wish to be added to the committee notice email distribution list? Yes [O] No []

Business before the committee

Legislation (Bill/Resolution Number): HB 68
Passing of this bill will undoubtedly harm Ohio youth

Specific Issue:

Are you testifying as a: Proponent [_| Opponent [O] Interested Party [ ]
Will you have a written statement, visual aids, or other material to distribute? Yes [O0]No [ ]

(If yes, please send an electronic version of the documents, if possible, to the Chair’s office prior
to committee. You may also submit hard copies to the Chair’s staff prior to committee.)

1-2 minutes

How much time will your testimony require?

Please provide a brief statement on your position:

Chair Lipps, Vice-Chair Stewart, Ranking Member Liston & members of the Public Health Policy Committee,

As a mental health researcher and educator, | feel it is my ethical and morally responsible position to speak against this bill. To support this bill would position
our state to fall behind on good mental health care for adolescents, especially some of our must vulnerable adolescents. There is nothing of "experimentation”
as the bill states with gender-affirming care, the experimentation that a passing of this bill would allow for is to how a lack of appropriate care can irreparably
damage the lives of Ohio youth. | am a professional in the mental health field and | can say the passing of this bill with without a doubt harm Ohio youth.
Allowing decisions to be made between youth, their families, and trained professionals will lead to better decision making, rather than relying on the group of
lawmakers who are largely not mental health professionals. We all have our skills and expertises, and we need to know our lanes as professional adults.
Therefore please understand this is not an area for legislation as the passing of this bill will do more harm than good.

Please be advised that this form and any materials (written or otherwise) submitted or presented
to this committee are records that may be requested by the public and may be published online.
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