
 
April 9, 2024 
 
135th General Assembly  
Ohio Statehouse  
1 Capitol Square  
Columbus, Ohio 43215-4275 
 
Members of the 135th Ohio General Assembly, 
 
We, the undersigned, urge you to support Senate Bill 23/House Bill 145, which will increase procurement opportunities and save 
taxpayers’ dollars for municipalities and school districts by clarifying joint purchasing authority.  
 
Joint purchasing is a widely utilized method of government procurement in Ohio, allowing various public entities such as local 
governments, school districts, and state agencies to purchase goods and services. This collaborative approach not only enables these 
entities to fulfill their purchasing needs but also serves as a cost-effective measure, ultimately saving time and money. Senate Bill 
23/House Bill 145 seeks to enhance the success of joint purchasing in Ohio by clarifying that the installation, repair, renovation, 
replacement, or maintenance of equipment, material, or supplies falls under R.C. 9.48. This clarification ensures that political 
subdivisions have the authority to participate in joint purchasing contracts for these services.  
 
Administration of government functions should be as efficient and cost-effective as possible, and granting political subdivisions this 
authority will save taxpayer funds, reduce administrative burden, and expedite project delivery. Local governments are struggling 
with limited funding and maintaining a staff to procure the goods and services necessary to operate in a manner that best serves 
them. Joint purchasing contracts provide tangible cost savings by leveraging the collective spend of multiple agencies under one 
contract, thus driving down prices. 
 
Joint purchasing contracts represent a widely adopted procurement strategy found in every state across the country. Joint 
purchasing contracts are government led solicitations conducted on behalf of other units of government. Through cooperative 
purchasing, entities benefit from cost-effective contracts established by a public and competitive procurement process. Joint 
purchasing does not circumvent a competitive process, it simply utilizes an already facilitated process that is public, open, and 
transparent.  
 
Joint purchasing agreements are both compliant and competitive, ensuring efficiency and cost-effectiveness. These contracts adhere 
to state and local regulations, from advertising to awarding, promoting transparency throughout the procurement process.  The 
competitive procurement laws as well as the rules governing the purchasing entity are met before the political subdivision could 
utilize the joint purchasing contract for its procurement needs. These contracts are publicly advertised, competitively bid, and 
awarded to responsible and responsive Ohio contractors, offering competitively priced products and services.  
 
We urge the passage of Senate Bill 23/House Bill 145 which will expand political subdivision joint purchasing authority to expressly 
include purchases of and including installation, repair, renovation, replacement, and maintenance of equipment, material, and 
supplies. This bill simply provides for another procurement option for local governments, not a mandate. This will allow Ohio 
procurement professionals the ability to continue to be strategic while conducting government procurements and to ensure that 
Ohio has all the methods of procurement available to ensure they are leveraging their maximum buying power, saving dollars and 
time. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

     
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 Mark Williams 
President/CEO, Rain Drop Products, LLC 
614-506-1221, mwilliams@rain-drop.com 
2121 Cottage Street, Ashland, Ohio 44805 

John Ficks 
Robbins Sports Surfaces, LLC. 
4777 Eastern Ave. 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226 

Brandon Knecht 
Director of Business Services/EMIS 
Northmont City Schools 
Englewood, Ohio 45322 



Amy Enos 
ForeverLawn 
330-499-8873, amy@foreverlawn.com 
8007 Beeson Street NW  
Louisville, OH 44641 
 

Tod T. Ebetino 
Gradall Industries, LLC 
406 Mill Ave SW   
New Philadelphia, OH 44663 
 

Hugh Fagan 
President 
Ecoverse, LLC  
1265 Lear Industrial Parkway 
Avon, OH 44011 
 

Kindra Watson  
Strategic Account Specialist  
Ferno Washington, Inc. 
70 Weil Way 
Wilmington, OH 45177 
k.watson@ferno.com 
 

Chad Coe 
Vice President 
Brentwood Builders 
100 Parkview Lane 
Cedarville, OH 45314 

Matt Spitz 
Vice President 
Elter Construction, Inc. 
696 W Cherry St. 
Sunbury, OH 43074 

Ronnie Garcia 
Battle Motors 
1951 Reiser Ave SE 
New Philadelphia, OH 44663 
 

Todd Cooper 
Foundation Steel LLC 
12525 Airport Hwy 
Swanton, OH 43558 
ToddCooper@foundationsteel.net 
419-283-2080 
 

Mike Albers  
Vice President & General Manager 
Horton Emergency Vehicles 
3800 McDowell Rd.  
Grove City, OH 43123 

Brian Deveaux 
President & CEO 
Hussey Seating Company 
207-676-0299 
bdeveaux@husseyseating.com 
 

Steve Bernstein  
VP Commercial Sales 
JF Petroleum Group 
740-512-9500 
SBernstein@jfpetrogroup.com 

Ron Bilodeau 
Manager of Government Contracts 
Hussey Seating Company 
207-676-0234 
rbilodeau@husseyseating.com 

Eric Bower 
Director of Institutional Markets 
Forbo Flooring Systems, Inc. 
 

Carlton Braley 
Senior Vice President, Sales 
Fortbrand Services LLC 

Gary Burger 
Director of Commercial Operations 
CXT, Inc. 

Will DeRuve 
Vice President of North American Sales 
Livingston Energy Group 
 

David Bercik 
Senior Vice President of Sales 
Nuvve Holding Corp. 

Jeffrey L. Metcalf 
Director 
Johnson Controls, Inc. 
 

Ben Judy 
Director of Marketing 
Porter Corp. 
Ben.Judy@portercorp.com 

Jack Weber 
National Account Manager 
Rehrig Pacific Company 
949-254-5781, jweber@rehrig.com 

Joe Kirchner 
Vice President of Operations 
WHP Training Towers 
913-385-3663 
 

Kris Lamar 
Contracts Administrator 
Romtec, Inc. 
542-496-3541 
 

Eric Light 
Chief Revenue Officer 
Nevco Sports 

P.J. Mills 
Vice President, Business Development 
Hi-Lite Airfield Services 
941-713-2155, pj.mills@hi-lite.com 

David Noble  
General Manager 
NAPA IBS 
 
 

Mark Nicholls 
Director 
TURFalliance 
markn@turfalliance.com 

Kimberly O'Laughlin 
Fitness & Medical Manager 
SportsArt 
Kim@GoSportsArt.com 

Jonathan O’Leary 
President and CEO  
Dant Clayton Corporation 

Trina Ryan 
Regional Vice President 
Shaw 
 

Todd Rushings 
Airfield Safety Specialist 
Sherwin Ind. 

Renee Samson 
Director of Public Policy 
Freewire Technologies 
 

Dalton Shasteen 
National Sales Manager 
Porter Athletic 

Paul Stern 
Vice President - Public Sector Sales 
LiftNow 
914-477-3729 
 



Ed Noonan 
Director – Government Affairs 
United Rentals 
203.962.1000 
enoonan@ur.com 

Steve Pearlstein 
Owner/CEO 
Mohawk Lifts, LLC 
518-842-1431, ext. 2400 
sperlstein@mohawklifts.com 
 

Kellie Hibble  
Administrative Sales Manager 
Stertil-Koni USA, Inc. 

Jennifer Kline 
Blink Charging (CCGI Holdings, LLC) 
(989) 798-0265 
jkline@blinkcharging.com 
 

  

 
 


