Ohio Federal Research Network (OFRN) SFY 24-25 Budget Request

OFRN was codified in HB 64 (ORC 193.03-09) of the 131" GA, SFY 2015-2016 as outlined in the Ohio Federal
Military Jobs Commission Report. The Ohio Department of Higher Education (ODHE) budget contains the Federal
Research Network line item (GRF ALI #235578) for the state biennial (2024-2025) budget.

The current funding request is for $5.1M per year in SFY 24 and $5.25M in SFY25 for a total of $10.35M. We are
grateful to the Governor and Chancellor in supporting this critical program in developing technology and jobs in
Ohio. Of course, we feel that additional funding allocated to the OFRN would allow a significant increase in
student engagement and workforce development with the increased academic engagement, increased
technological/intellectual development and additional federal funding to the state. The projected increase in
outputs and outcomes can be seen in the chart on the following page.

The purpose of the OFRN is to stimulate the Ohio economy through university-industry research collaborations
that meet the aerospace requirements of Federal Labs in Ohio — NASA Glenn, Air Force Research Lab (AFRL),
Naval Medical Research Unit - Dayton, the National Air & Space Intelligence Center (NASIC), and the Ohio National
Guard.
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In 2018, the Ohio Chamber of Commerce released
Ohio BOLD: A Blueprint for Accelerating the Innovation Economy [for full report to include graphics see
https://ohiochamberfoundation.com/projects/ohio-bold/]. The report is a call to action, and OFRN has been
answering that call in
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industry-federal partner relationship.
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Under the guidance and support of the ODHE, the OFRN has successfully demonstrated the pathway to building
on Ohio’s aerospace and defense ecosystem and transitioning it through innovation and collaboration utilizing a
unique partnership of Ohio universities, industry, and the Federal research laboratories.

Quoting the World Economic Forum in its highly touted Global Competitiveness Report:

“In the long run, standards of living can be expanded only by technological innovation ... This requires an
environment that is conducive to innovative activity, supported by both the public and the private sectors.”
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Ohio. These new companies
and initiatives (Intel, Honda Battery R&D, Hyperion H2 Vehicle Manufacturing, and Commercial Space Operations
in Low Earth Orbit (LEO)) will be mapped into the Round 6 Areas of Interest from our Federal partners. OFRN will
provide opportunities for two- and four-year institutions to compete on projects ranging from $750K to $1.5M
with a specific focus on technology transition from the universities to industry and the government.

Ohio’s Federal Partners will be essential to the integration, funding, and commercialization of the types of
technologies developed over the next 2-5 years. OFRN will use the strategy and guidance developed by our
Federal, State and Industry partners to make Ohio the technological and innovation destination for the global
marketplace.



