
Good afternoon Chair Schaffer, Vice Chair Landis, Ranking 
member Hicks-Hudson and the members of the Senate 
Agricultural and Natural Resources Committee. 
 
 
I am Robert Podach a resident of Fostoria, Ohio. 
The water that I drink and bath in comes from less than 500 
feet from the Win Waste landfill.   Allow me to explain in 
terms I understand and I hope you will also. 
 
You will find attached a map that I had devised 2 years ago 
to present to the Fostoria City Council and the Seneca 
County Health Department.  Which I have continued to ask 
questions about to this day.   
 
My map is a one page highlighted and colored, taken from a 
plat book of Louden Twp. In Seneca County the was done 
and sold by the Seneca Co. 4H as a fund raiser. 
 
The landfill area is highlighted in Yellow.  Red is the East 
Branch of the Portage River located on the west side  Left 
side of the township.  Also in Red Wolf Creek which goes to 
the Right or East side of the township.  Both of these 
waterways are either originating or start within less than a 
football field from the landfill.  The Blue are Fostoria Water 
Supply Reservoirs.  The Orange notes the pumping station 
that is the only current source of water for Fostoria citizens.  
Other than the rainwater that is accumulated.  According to 
EPA report dated May 2019 this water supply serves 13,441 
people. 
 
For Discussion purposes I like map much better than the 16 
Page report from May 2019 or the very slightly updated 2023 
version. 



 Drinking Water Source Assessment for the City of Fostoria.   
PWS ID#OH7400411  January 2003, June 2019. 
 
I reference this report only for the following information  
 Page 4. Potential Contaminant Sources!! 
  The Last 2 Sentences  
Quote!! 
Also, the inventory is limited to what Ohio EPA staff were 
able to observe on the day of the site visit.  Therefore, City 
of Fostoria staff should be alert to the possible le presence 
of potential sources of contamination that are not on this 
list. 
 
When I first seen this document, I tried my best to see if I 
could to find the landfill noted, mentioned, listed, 
referenced, anywhere. 
It is not.  This report was remember Revised May 2019.  
Was the landfill there?  Were they operating that day?  Or 
did the Ohio EPA staff revise this report from the original 
that was done in January 2003.  From there Office. 
 
So, in December 2022 I made a phone call to Amy Klei Chief 
of Drinking and Ground Water. H2O Ohio.  I was transferred 
directly to her cell phone.  After a 20-minute conversation 
she assured me that she would make sure staff can find the 
Landfill.  And update the report. 
 
And low and behold a revised report was issued:  January 
2023. 
She made sure that I received it.  Low and behold by the 
magic of Word Documents, Tables, and Excel.   
 
There it was the Landfill.  On page 11  under Waste Disposal 
Sources. Listed as following  Landfills – May be potential 



source of leaks and spills for a variety of contaminants, 
depending on the landfill type.  Listed as.   (1).. 
 
MY question what kind of landfill type is Win Waste.  
Would you think the Ohio EPA could maybe look that up and 
put that in the report.  Or note how close the landfill is to 
Fostoria’s drinking water source.  Just a map!  Something 
maybe?? 
 
On the map page 15 and noted legend.  They did not even 
bother to add the Landfill. Just stuck in the page from the 
2019 Report. Same with page 16 and Legend no landfill  still 
from the 2019 report. 
 
So in summary who do we trust with our Water!  Ohio EPA  
Mr. Richard Kroeger Environmental Specialist II  Division of 
Drinking and Ground Waters. Who signed off on this revised 
report and Should Be Fired! 
 
I personally never contacted him.  Seemed like a waste of 
my time.   
 
I did contact the local Water Superintendent Mr. Rob Shaver 
and he assured me that they look at the water in the Portage 
every workday and test for nitrates.  If they are too high, 
they will not pump into reservoir. Thank you, Mr. Shaver, for 
so eyes on the source as no one else seems to be able to 
see the landfill or find it. Till recently.   
 
I have a picture I took when checking the waterway, myself 
and the depth level of Reservoir 5 That is submitted. With 
the landfill on 2.75 miles or less away.   
 



The landfill listing is right there with Municipal wastewater 
discharge.  Of which there are none.  
It is listed with Underground injection wells Class 1-5.  There 
are (3) of those.  But no one knows where they are.  
 
The landfill is listed with Septic Systems.  If poorly 
maintained/operated, may be a source of household and 
business chemicals and pathogens.   (3)  
 
I have submitted to the Committee those two reports in full, 
my map and a picture of the Fostoria Reservoir 5 with the 
Landfill looming in the background. 
 
I could give you more information about how the landfill self-
monitors and hires a local lab to test for them for tests they 
cannot perform. 
 
I could give you pictures of what 75 rail cars of out of state 
trash look like. 
 
I could try and explain why the EPA was never on site in 
2020 through 2022. 
 
I could try to explain that the local technician was denied 
access to a wetlands on the property for testing. But was 
later allowed to test. 
 
I could try to explain why the EPA makes no visits without a 
Scheduled date and time. 
 
I could try to explain why the landfill continues to operate 
without a local license from the health department.  
 



I could try to explain why the Ohio EPA does little or nothing 
when it comes to this Landfill when they received $439,682 
from Win Waste in 2021 per Win Waste document.   
 
I could try to explain why the Ohio EPA Max Moore in the 
Public interest Center. At a public hearing to move the 
holding ponds at Win Waste. I Quote him when asked a 
question about testing. Stated at a meeting on May 11, 2023 
that EPA was not able to do any testing or additional testing 
because of lack of resources.  What happened to the 
$439,682. 
 
What I can explain is this is a classic example of the Fox 
watching the Hen House. Getting paid for it and no one 
seems to care. 
 
In closing.  Win Waste has a date with destiny.  On June 4th, 
2023.  This Sunday their new air pollution control system is 
supposed to be operating and test to see if it does what it is 
supposed to.  One again who is going to make sure that 
happens? 
 
Thank You for your time and Interest.   
We need SB119 to put more boots on the ground at all 
landfills in the state not just our local environmental disaster 
waiting to happen.   
 
I will close with an old quote my Grandfather used.  I you 
don’t take a stand for something you will fall for anything. 
 
I stand for community, oversite, regulations, and honesty. 
 
Thank You for your time and listening 
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