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131st General Assembly

Regular Session  H. B. No. 278

2015-2016
Representative Hambley 

A  B I L L

To amend sections 1717.04, 1717.05, 1717.06, and 

1717.07 of the Revised Code to require approval 

by the board of county commissioners, instead of 

the probate judge, of appointments of agents by 

county humane societies outside a municipal 

corporation, to specify that a county humane 

society is a political subdivision, to make its 

directors, agents, officers, and employees 

subject to the Ethics Law, and to increase the 

salaries paid to the agents. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 1717.04, 1717.05, 1717.06, and 

1717.07 of the Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 1717.04. The Ohio humane society may appoint agents, 

in any county where no active county humane society exists under 

section 1717.05 of the Revised Code, to represent it and to 

receive and account for all funds coming to it from fines or 

otherwise, and may also appoint agents at large to prosecute its 

work throughout the state. Such The agents may arrest any person 

found violating any law for the protection of persons or 
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animals, or the prevention of cruelty thereto to persons or 

animals. Upon making such arrest the agent forthwith shall 

convey the person arrested before some a court or magistrate 

having jurisdiction of the offense, and there make complaint 

against him the person.

Such The agents shall not make such arrests within a 

municipal corporation unless their appointment has been approved 

by the mayor of the municipal corporation, or within a county 

beyond the limits of a municipal corporation unless their 

appointment has been approved by the probate judge board of 

county commissioners of the county. Such mayor or probate judge 

board shall keep a record of such the appointments.

Sec. 1717.05. A society for the prevention of acts of 

cruelty to animals may be organized in any county by the 

association of not less than seven persons.   A society organized   

under this section is designated a county humane society and 

constitutes a political subdivision of the state and a body 

corporate and politic.

The members of such a county humane society, at a meeting 

called for the purpose, shall elect not less than three of their 

members as its board of directors, and such directors shall 

continue in office until their successors are duly chosen.

The secretary or clerk of such that meeting shall make a 

true record of the proceedings thereat at the meeting and 

certify and forward such record to the secretary of state, who 

shall record it. Such The record shall contain the name by which 

the association society is to be known, and from and after its 

filing with the secretary of state the board of directors and 

the associates, and their successors, shall have the powers, 

privileges, and immunities incident to incorporated companies 
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entities. A copy of such record, certified by the secretary of 

state, shall be taken in all courts and places in this state as 

evidence that such the county humane society is a duly organized 

and incorporated body.

Such A county humane society may elect such officers, and 

make such rules, regulations, and bylaws, as that are deemed 

considered expedient by its members for its own government and 

the proper management of its affairs.

The members of the board of directors of a county humane 

society, its officers and employees, and the agents appointed 

under section 1717.06 of the Revised Code shall be considered to 

be public officials or employees for purposes of Chapter 102. of 

the Revised Code.

Sec. 1717.06. A county humane society organized under 

section 1717.05 of the Revised Code may appoint agents, who are 

residents of the county or municipal corporation for which the 

appointment is made, for the purpose of prosecuting any person 

guilty of an act of cruelty to persons or animals. Such agents 

may arrest any person found violating this chapter or any other 

law for protecting persons or animals or preventing acts of 

cruelty thereto to persons or animals. Upon making an arrest the 

agent forthwith shall convey the person arrested before some a 

court or magistrate having jurisdiction of the offense, and 

there make complaint against the person on oath or affirmation 

of the offense.

All appointments of agents under this section shall be 

approved by the mayor of the municipal corporation for which 

they are made. If the society exists outside a municipal 

corporation, such the appointments shall be approved by the 

probate judge board of county commissioners of the county for 

50

51

52

53

54

55

56

57

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69

70

71

72

73

74

75

76

77

78

79



H. B. No. 278 Page 4 
As Introduced

which they are made. The mayor or probate judge the board of 

county commissioners shall keep a record of such those 

appointments.

In order to qualify for appointment as a humane agent 

under this section, a person first shall successfully complete a 

minimum of twenty hours of training on issues relating to the 

investigation and prosecution of cruelty to and neglect of 

animals. The training shall comply with rules recommended by the 

peace officer training commission under section 109.73 of the 

Revised Code and shall include, without limitation, instruction 

regarding animal husbandry practices as described in division 

(A)(12) of that section. A person who has been appointed as a 

humane agent under this section prior to the effective date of 

this amendment April 9, 2003, may continue to act as a humane 

agent for a period of time on and after the effective date of 

this amendment April 9, 2003, without completing the training. 

However, on or before December 31, 2004, a person who has been 

appointed as a humane agent under this section prior to the 

effective date of this amendment April 9, 2003, shall 

successfully complete the training described in this paragraph 

and submit proof of its successful completion to the appropriate 

appointing mayor or probate judge in order to continue to act as 

a humane agent after December 31, 2004.

An agent of a county humane society only has the specific 

authority granted to the agent under this section and section 

1717.08 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 1717.07. Upon the approval by the mayor of a 

municipal corporation of the appointment of an agent under 

section 1717.06 of the Revised Code, the legislative authority 

of such municipal corporation shall pay monthly to such agent, 
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from the general revenue fund of the municipal corporation, such 

the salary as that the legislative authority deems considers 

just and reasonable. Upon the approval by the probate judge 

board of county commissioners of a county of such an 

appointment, the board of county commissioners of such the 

county shall pay monthly to such the agent, from the general 

revenue fund of the county, such the salary as that the board 

deems considers just and reasonable. Such board and such 

legislative authority may agree upon the amount each is to pay 

such the agent monthly. The salary to be paid monthly to such 

the agent by the legislative authority of a village shall be not 

less than five twenty-five dollars; by the legislative authority 

of a city, not less than twenty one hundred twenty-five dollars; 

and by the board of county commissioners of a county, not less 

than twenty-five one hundred fifty dollars. Beginning January 1, 

2016, and on the first day of January every five years 

thereafter, these salary amounts shall increase by five dollars. 

Not more than one such agent in each county shall receive 

remuneration from the board under this section.

Section 2. That existing sections 1717.04, 1717.05, 

1717.06, and 1717.07 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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