
(132nd General Assembly)
(Substitute House Bill Number 122)

AN ACT

To amend sections 4303.181 and 5705.19 of the Revised Code to establish a Regional 
Economic  Development  Alliance  Study  Committee  to  study  the  benefits  and 
challenges  involved  in  creating  regional  economic  development  alliances,  to 
revise the criteria for the issuance of D-5j and D-51 liquor permits, to ratify a ten-
year term for a fire levy approved as such at the 2017 general election, to extend 
the authority to levy a single property tax for both fire and police purposes to  
municipalities, and to ratify levies for that purpose already approved by voters.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That sections 4303.181 and 5705.19 of the Revised Code be amended to read as 
follows:

Sec. 4303.181. (A) Permit D-5a may be issued either to the owner or operator of a hotel or 
motel that is required to be licensed under section 3731.03 of the Revised Code, that contains at least 
fifty rooms for registered transient guests or is owned by a state institution of higher education as 
defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code or a private college or university, and that qualifies 
under the other requirements of this section, or to the owner or operator of a restaurant specified 
under this section, to sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in  
glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold, and to registered guests in  
their rooms, which may be sold by means of a controlled access alcohol and beverage cabinet in 
accordance with division (B) of section 4301.21 of the Revised Code; and to sell the same products  
in the same manner and amounts not for consumption on the premises as may be sold by holders of  
D-1 and D-2 permits. The premises of the hotel or motel shall include a retail food establishment or a  
food service operation licensed pursuant to Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a 
restaurant for purposes of this chapter and that is affiliated with the hotel or motel and within or  
contiguous to the hotel or motel, and that serves food within the hotel or motel, but the principal 
business of the owner or operator of the hotel or motel shall  be the accommodation of transient 
guests. In addition to the privileges authorized in this division, the holder of a D-5a permit may 
exercise the same privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

The owner or operator of a hotel, motel, or restaurant who qualified for and held a D-5a  
permit on August 4, 1976, may, if the owner or operator held another permit before holding a D-5a  
permit, either retain a D-5a permit or apply for the permit formerly held, and the division of liquor 
control  shall  issue  the  permit  for  which  the  owner  or  operator  applies  and  formerly  held, 
notwithstanding any quota. 

A D-5a permit  shall  not be transferred to  another location.  No quota restriction shall  be  
placed on the number of D-5a permits that may be issued. 
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The fee for this permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
(B) Permit D-5b may be issued to the owner,  operator,  tenant,  lessee,  or occupant of an 

enclosed shopping center to sell beer and intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in 
glass and from the container,  for consumption on the premises where sold; and to sell  the same 
products in the same manner and amount not for consumption on the premises as may be sold by  
holders of D-1 and D-2 permits. In addition to the privileges authorized in this division, the holder of 
a D-5b permit may exercise the same privileges as a holder of a D-5 permit. 

A D-5b permit shall not be transferred to another location. 
One D-5b permit  may be  issued  at  an  enclosed shopping center  containing at  least  two 

hundred twenty-five thousand, but less than four hundred thousand, square feet of floor area. 
Two D-5b permits may be issued at an enclosed shopping center containing at least four 

hundred thousand square feet of floor area. No more than one D-5b permit may be issued at an 
enclosed shopping center  for  each  additional  two hundred thousand square  feet  of  floor  area  or 
fraction of that floor area, up to a maximum of five D-5b permits for each enclosed shopping center.  
The number of D-5b permits that may be issued at an enclosed shopping center shall be determined 
by subtracting the number of D-3 and D-5 permits issued in the enclosed shopping center from the 
number of D-5b permits that otherwise may be issued at the enclosed shopping center under the 
formulas provided in this division. Except as provided in this section, no quota shall be placed on the 
number of D-5b permits that may be issued. Notwithstanding any quota provided in this section, the 
holder of any D-5b permit first issued in accordance with this section is entitled to its renewal in  
accordance with section 4303.271 of the Revised Code. 

The holder of a D-5b permit issued before April 4, 1984, whose tenancy is terminated for a 
cause other than nonpayment of rent, may return the D-5b permit to the division of liquor control, 
and the division shall  cancel that  permit.  Upon cancellation of that  permit and upon the permit  
holder's payment of taxes, contributions, premiums, assessments, and other debts owing or accrued 
upon the date of cancellation to this state and its political subdivisions and a filing with the division 
of a certification of that payment, the division shall issue to that person either a D-5 permit, or a D-1, 
a D-2, and a D-3 permit, as that person requests. The division shall issue the D-5 permit, or the D-1,  
D-2, and D-3 permits, even if the number of D-1, D-2, D-3, or D-5 permits currently issued in the  
municipal corporation or in the unincorporated area of the township where that person's proposed 
premises is located equals or exceeds the maximum number of such permits that can be issued in that  
municipal corporation or in the unincorporated area of that township under the population quota  
restrictions contained in section 4303.29 of the Revised Code. Any D-1, D-2, D-3, or D-5 permit so 
issued shall not be transferred to another location. If a D-5b permit is canceled under the provisions 
of this paragraph, the number of D-5b permits that may be issued at the enclosed shopping center for 
which the D-5b permit was issued, under the formula provided in this division, shall be reduced by 
one if the enclosed shopping center was entitled to more than one D-5b permit under the formula. 

The fee for this permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
(C) Permit D-5c may be issued to the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a 

food service operation licensed pursuant to Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a 
restaurant for purposes of this chapter and that qualifies under the other requirements of this section 
to sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in glass and from the  
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container, for consumption on the premises where sold, and to sell the same products in the same 
manner and amounts not for consumption on the premises as may be sold by holders of D-1 and D-2 
permits. In addition to the privileges authorized in this division, the holder of a D-5c permit may 
exercise the same privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

To qualify for a D-5c permit, the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a food 
service operation licensed pursuant to Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a restaurant 
for purposes of this chapter, shall have operated the restaurant at the proposed premises for not less  
than twenty-four consecutive months immediately  preceding the filing of the application for the  
permit, have applied for a D-5 permit no later than December 31, 1988, and appear on the division's 
quota waiting list for not less than six months immediately preceding the filing of the application for 
the permit. In addition to these requirements, the proposed D-5c permit premises shall be located  
within  a  municipal  corporation  and  further  within  an  election  precinct  that,  at  the  time  of  the  
application, has no more than twenty-five per cent of its total land area zoned for residential use. 

A D-5c permit  shall  not be transferred to  another location.  No quota restriction shall  be  
placed on the number of such permits that may be issued. 

Any person who has held a D-5c permit for at least two years may apply for a D-5 permit,  
and the division of liquor control shall issue the D-5 permit notwithstanding the quota restrictions 
contained in section 4303.29 of the Revised Code or in any rule of the liquor control commission. 

The fee for this permit is one thousand five hundred sixty-three dollars. 
(D) Permit D-5d may be issued to the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a  

food service operation licensed pursuant to Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a 
restaurant for purposes of this chapter and that is located at an airport operated by a board of county 
commissioners pursuant to section 307.20 of the Revised Code, at an airport operated by a port 
authority pursuant to Chapter 4582. of the Revised Code, or at an airport operated by a regional  
airport authority pursuant to Chapter 308. of the Revised Code. The holder of a D-5d permit may sell  
beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in glass and from the container,  
for consumption on the premises where sold, and may sell the same products in the same manner and 
amounts not for consumption on the premises where sold as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and  
D-2 permits. In addition to the privileges authorized in this division, the holder of a D-5d permit may 
exercise the same privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

A D-5d permit shall  not be transferred to another location. No quota restrictions shall be 
placed on the number of such permits that may be issued. 

The fee for this permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
(E) Permit D-5e may be issued to any nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal 

income taxation under the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C.A. 501(c)(3), 
as amended, or that is a charitable organization under any chapter of the Revised Code, and that owns  
or operates a riverboat that meets all of the following: 

(1) Is permanently docked at one location; 
(2) Is designated as an historical riverboat by the Ohio history connection; 
(3) Contains not less than fifteen hundred square feet of floor area; 
(4) Has a seating capacity of fifty or more persons. 
The holder of  a  D-5e permit may sell  beer  and intoxicating liquor at  retail,  only by the  
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individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold. 
A D-5e permit  shall  not be transferred to  another location.  No quota restriction shall  be  

placed on the number of such permits that may be issued. The population quota restrictions contained 
in section 4303.29 of the Revised Code or in any rule of the liquor control commission shall not 
apply to this division, and the division shall issue a D-5e permit to any applicant who meets the 
requirements  of  this  division.  However,  the  division shall  not  issue  a D-5e permit  if  the  permit 
premises or proposed permit premises are located within an area in which the sale of spirituous liquor  
by the glass is prohibited. 

The fee for this permit is one thousand two hundred nineteen dollars. 
(F) Permit D-5f may be issued to the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a 

food service operation licensed under Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a restaurant  
for purposes of this chapter and that meets all of the following: 

(1) It contains not less than twenty-five hundred square feet of floor area. 
(2) It is located on or in, or immediately adjacent to, the shoreline of, a navigable river. 
(3) It provides docking space for twenty-five boats. 
(4) It provides entertainment and recreation, provided that not less than fifty per cent of the  

business on the permit premises shall be preparing and serving meals for a consideration. 
In addition, each application for a D-5f permit shall be accompanied by a certification from 

the  local  legislative  authority  that  the  issuance  of  the  D-5f  permit  is  not  inconsistent  with  that 
political  subdivision's  comprehensive  development  plan  or  other  economic  development  goal  as 
officially established by the local legislative authority. 

The holder  of  a  D-5f  permit  may sell  beer  and intoxicating liquor  at  retail,  only by the 
individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold. 

A D-5f permit shall not be transferred to another location. 
The division of liquor control shall not issue a D-5f permit if the permit premises or proposed 

permit premises are located within an area in which the sale of spirituous liquor by the glass is 
prohibited. 

A fee for this permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
As used in this division, "navigable river" means a river that is also a "navigable water" as 

defined in the "Federal Power Act," 94 Stat. 770 (1980), 16 U.S.C. 796. 
(G) Permit D-5g may be issued to a nonprofit corporation that is either the owner or the 

operator of a national professional sports museum. The holder of a D-5g permit may sell beer and  
any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in glass and from the container, for  
consumption  on  the  premises  where  sold.  The  holder  of  a  D-5g  permit  shall  sell  no  beer  or 
intoxicating liquor for consumption on the premises where sold after two-thirty a.m. A D-5g permit 
shall not be transferred to another location. No quota restrictions shall be placed on the number of D-
5g permits that may be issued. The fee for this permit is one thousand eight hundred seventy-five  
dollars. 

(H)(1) Permit D-5h may be issued to any nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal  
income taxation under the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C.A. 501(c)(3), 
as amended, that owns or operates any of the following: 

(a)  A fine  arts  museum,  provided  that  the  nonprofit  organization  has  no  less  than  one 
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thousand five hundred bona fide members possessing full membership privileges; 
(b) A community arts center. As used in division (H)(1)(b) of this section, "community arts 

center" means a facility that provides arts programming to the community in more than one arts  
discipline,  including,  but  not  limited  to,  exhibits  of  works  of  art  and  performances  by  both 
professional and amateur artists. 

(c) A community theater, provided that the nonprofit organization is a member of the Ohio  
arts council and the American community theatre association and has been in existence for not less 
than ten years. As used in division (H)(1)(c) of this section, "community theater" means a facility that  
contains at least one hundred fifty  seats  and has a primary function of presenting live theatrical  
performances and providing recreational opportunities to the community. 

(2) The holder of a D-5h permit may sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by 
the individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold. 
The holder of a D-5h permit shall sell no beer or intoxicating liquor for consumption on the premises 
where sold after  one a.m. A D-5h permit shall  not  be transferred to  another  location. No quota  
restrictions shall be placed on the number of D-5h permits that may be issued. 

(3) The fee for a D-5h permit is one thousand eight hundred seventy-five dollars. 
(I) Permit D-5i may be issued to the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a  

food service operation licensed under Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a restaurant  
for purposes of this chapter and that meets all of the following requirements: 

(1) It is located in a municipal corporation or a township with a population of one hundred 
thousand or less. 

(2) It has inside seating capacity for at least one hundred forty persons. 
(3) It has at least four thousand square feet of floor area. 
(4) It offers full-course meals, appetizers, and sandwiches. 
(5) Its receipts from beer and liquor sales, excluding wine sales, do not exceed twenty-five 

per cent of its total gross receipts. 
(6) It has at least one of the following characteristics: 
(a) The value of its real and personal property exceeds seven hundred twenty-five thousand 

dollars. 
(b) It is located on property that is owned or leased by the state or a state agency, and its  

owner or operator has authorization from the state or the state agency that owns or leases the property  
to obtain a D-5i permit. 

The holder of a D-5i permit may sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the 
individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold, and  
may sell the same products in the same manner and amounts not for consumption on the premises 
where sold as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and D-2 permits. The holder of a D-5i permit shall  
sell no beer or intoxicating liquor for consumption on the premises where sold after two-thirty a.m.  
In addition to the privileges authorized in this division, the holder of a D-5i permit may exercise the 
same privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

A D-5i permit shall not be transferred to another location. The division of liquor control shall 
not renew a D-5i permit unless the retail food establishment or food service operation for which it is  
issued continues to meet the requirements described in divisions (I)(1) to (6) of this section. No quota 
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restrictions shall be placed on the number of D-5i permits that may be issued. The fee for the D-5i 
permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 

(J) Permit D-5j may be issued to the owner or the operator of a retail food establishment or a  
food service operation licensed under Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code to sell beer and intoxicating  
liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the  
premises where sold and to sell beer and intoxicating liquor in the same manner and amounts not for 
consumption on the premises where sold as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and D-2 permits. The 
holder  of  a  D-5j  permit  may exercise  the same privileges,  and shall  observe the same hours of  
operation, as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

The  D-5j  permit  shall  be  issued  only  within  a  community  entertainment  district  that  is  
designated  under  section  4301.80  of  the  Revised  Code.  The  permit  shall  not  be  issued  to  a 
community entertainment district that is designated under divisions (B) and (C) of section 4301.80 of 
the Revised Code if the district does not meet one of the following qualifications: 

(1)  It  is  located  in  a  municipal  corporation  with  a  population  of  at  least  one  hundred 
thousand. 

(2) It is located in a municipal corporation with a population of at least twenty thousand, and 
either of the following applies: 

(a)  It  contains an  amusement park the  rides of  which  have been issued a permit  by  the  
department of agriculture under Chapter 1711. of the Revised Code. 

(b) Not less than fifty million dollars will be invested in development and construction in the  
community entertainment district's area located in the municipal corporation. 

(3) It is located in a township with a population of at least forty thousand. 
(4) It is located in a township with a population of at least twenty thousand, and not less than  

seventy  million  dollars  will  be  invested  in  development  and  construction  in  the  community 
entertainment district's area located in the township. 

(5) It is located in a municipal corporation with a population between seven thousand and 
twenty thousand, and both of the following apply: 

(a) The municipal corporation was incorporated as a village prior to calendar year 1860 1880 
and currently has a historic downtown business district. 

(b) The municipal corporation is located in the same county as another municipal corporation 
with at least one community entertainment district. 

(6) It is located in a municipal corporation with a population of at least ten thousand, and not 
less than seventy million dollars will be invested in development and construction in the community  
entertainment district's area located in the municipal corporation. 

(7) It is located in a municipal corporation with a population of at least three thousand, and 
not less than one hundred fifty million dollars will be invested in development and construction in 
the community entertainment district's area located in the municipal corporation. 

The location of a D-5j permit may be transferred only within the geographic boundaries of 
the community entertainment district in which it was issued and shall not be transferred outside the  
geographic boundaries of that district. 

Not more than one D-5j permit shall be issued within each community entertainment district  
for each five acres of land located within the district. Not more than fifteen D-5j permits may be 
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issued within a single community entertainment district. Except as otherwise provided in division (J)
(4) of this section, no quota restrictions shall be placed upon the number of D-5j permits that may be 
issued. 

The fee for a D-5j permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
(K)(1) Permit D-5k may be issued to any nonprofit organization that is exempt from federal  

income taxation under the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26 U.S.C.A. 501(c)(3), 
as  amended,  that  is  the  owner  or  operator  of  a  botanical  garden  recognized  by  the  American 
association of botanical gardens and arboreta, and that has not less than twenty-five hundred bona 
fide members. 

(2) The holder of a D-5k permit may sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by 
the individual drink in glass and from the container, on the premises where sold. 

(3) The holder of a D-5k permit shall sell no beer or intoxicating liquor for consumption on 
the premises where sold after one a.m. 

(4) A D-5k permit shall not be transferred to another location. 
(5) No quota restrictions shall be placed on the number of D-5k permits that may be issued. 
(6) The fee for the D-5k permit is one thousand eight hundred seventy-five dollars. 
(L)(1) Permit D-5l may be issued to the owner or the operator of a retail food establishment 

or  a  food service operation  licensed under  Chapter  3717.  of  the  Revised Code to  sell  beer  and 
intoxicating  liquor  at  retail,  only  by  the  individual  drink  in  glass  and  from  the  container,  for 
consumption on the premises where sold and to sell beer and intoxicating liquor in the same manner  
and amounts not for consumption on the premises where sold as may be sold by the holders of D-1  
and D-2 permits. The holder of a D-5l permit may exercise the same privileges, and shall observe the  
same hours of operation, as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

(2) The D-5l permit shall be issued only to a premises to which all of the following apply: 
(a) The premises has gross annual receipts from the sale of food and meals that constitute not  

less than seventy-five per cent of its total gross annual receipts. 
(b) The premises is located within a revitalization district that is designated under section 

4301.81 of the Revised Code. 
(c) The premises is located in a municipal corporation or township in which the number of D-

5 permits issued equals or exceeds the number of those permits that may be issued in that municipal 
corporation or township under section 4303.29 of the Revised Code. 

(d) The premises meets any of the following qualifications: 
(i) It is located in a county with a population of one hundred twenty-five thousand or less  

according to the population estimates certified by the development services agency for calendar year 
2006. 

(ii) It is located in the municipal corporation that has the largest population in a county when 
the county has a population between two hundred fifteen thousand and two hundred twenty-five 
thousand according to the population estimates certified by the development services agency for 
calendar year 2006. Division (L)(2)(d)(ii) of this section applies only to a municipal corporation that  
is wholly located in a county. 

(iii) It is located in the municipal corporation that has the largest population in a county when 
the county has a population between one hundred forty thousand and one hundred forty-one thousand 
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according to the population estimates certified by the development services agency for calendar year 
2006. Division (L)(2)(d)(iii) of this section applies only to a municipal corporation that is wholly 
located in a county. 

(iv) It is located in a township with a population density of less than four hundred fifty people  
per square mile. For purposes of division (L)(2)(d)(iv) of this section, the population of a township is  
considered to be the population shown by the most recent regular federal decennial census. 

(v)  It  is  located in  a  municipal  corporation  that  is  wholly  located within the  geographic 
boundaries of a township, provided that the municipal corporation and the unincorporated portion of  
the township have a combined population density of less than four hundred fifty people per square  
mile. For purposes of division (L)(2)(d)(v) of this section, the population of a municipal corporation  
and  unincorporated  portion  of  a  township  is  the  population  shown  by  the  most  recent  federal 
decennial census. 

(vi) It is located in a county with a population of not less than one hundred seventy-two 
thousand and not more than one hundred ninety-five thousand. For purposes of division (L)(2)(d)(vi)  
of this section, the population of a county is the population shown by the most recent decennial  
census.

(3) The location of a D-5l permit may be transferred only within the geographic boundaries 
of the revitalization district in which it was issued and shall not be transferred outside the geographic  
boundaries of that district. 

(4) Not more than one D-5l permit shall be issued within each revitalization district for each 
five acres of land located within the district. Not more than fifteen D-5l permits may be issued within 
a single revitalization district. Except as otherwise provided in division (L)(4) of this section, no 
quota restrictions shall be placed upon the number of D-5l permits that may be issued. 

(5) No D-5l  permit shall  be issued to an adult  entertainment establishment as  defined in 
section 2907.39 of the Revised Code. 

(6) The fee for a D-5l permit is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 
(M)  Permit  D-5m  may  be  issued  to  either  the  owner  or  the  operator  of  a  retail  food 

establishment  or  food service  operation  licensed  under  Chapter  3717.  of  the  Revised  Code  that 
operates as a restaurant for purposes of this chapter and that is located in, or affiliated with, a center 
for the preservation of wild animals as defined in section 4301.404 of the Revised Code, to sell beer 
and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the glass and from the container, for consumption on the  
premises  where  sold,  and  to  sell  the  same  products  in  the  same  manner  and  amounts  not  for 
consumption on the premises as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and D-2 permits. In addition to 
the  privileges  authorized  by  this  division,  the  holder  of  a  D-5m permit  may  exercise  the  same 
privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. 

A D-5m permit shall not be transferred to another location. No quota restrictions shall be  
placed on  the  number  of  D-5m permits  that  may be  issued.  The fee  for  a  permit  D-5m is  two 
thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 

(N) Permit D-5n shall be issued to either a casino operator or a casino management company 
licensed under Chapter 3772. of the Revised Code that operates a casino facility under that chapter,  
to sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by the individual drink in glass and from the  
container, for consumption on the premises where sold, and to sell the same products in the same 
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manner and amounts not for consumption on the premises as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and 
D-2 permits. In addition to the privileges authorized by this division, the holder of a D-5n permit may 
exercise the same privileges as the holder of a D-5 permit. A D-5n permit shall not be transferred to  
another location. Only one D-5n permit may be issued per casino facility and not more than four D-
5n permits shall be issued in this state. The fee for a permit D-5n shall be twenty thousand dollars.  
The holder of a D-5n permit may conduct casino gaming on the permit premises notwithstanding any  
provision of the Revised Code or Administrative Code. 

(O) Permit D-5o may be issued to the owner or operator of a retail food establishment or a  
food service operation licensed under Chapter 3717. of the Revised Code that operates as a restaurant  
for purposes of this chapter and that is located within a casino facility for which a D-5n permit has 
been issued. The holder of a D-5o permit may sell beer and any intoxicating liquor at retail, only by  
the individual drink in glass and from the container, for consumption on the premises where sold, and 
may sell the same products in the same manner and amounts not for consumption on the premises 
where sold as may be sold by the holders of D-1 and D-2 permits. In addition to the privileges 
authorized by this division, the holder of a D-5o permit may exercise the same privileges as the 
holder  of  a  D-5  permit.  A D-5o  permit  shall  not  be  transferred  to  another  location.  No  quota 
restrictions shall be placed on the number of such permits that may be issued. The fee for this permit 
is two thousand three hundred forty-four dollars. 

Sec.  5705.19. This  section  does  not  apply  to  school  districts,  county  school  financing 
districts, or lake facilities authorities. 

The taxing authority of any subdivision at any time and in any year, by vote of two-thirds of 
all the members of the taxing authority, may declare by resolution and certify the resolution to the  
board of elections not less than ninety days before the election upon which it will be voted that the 
amount of taxes that may be raised within the ten-mill limitation will be insufficient to provide for 
the necessary requirements of the subdivision and that it is necessary to levy a tax in excess of that  
limitation for any of the following purposes: 

(A) For current expenses of the subdivision, except that the total levy for current expenses of 
a detention facility district or district organized under section 2151.65 of the Revised Code shall not 
exceed two mills and that the total levy for current expenses of a combined district organized under  
sections 2151.65 and 2152.41 of the Revised Code shall not exceed four mills; 

(B) For the payment of debt charges on certain described bonds, notes,  or  certificates of 
indebtedness of the subdivision issued subsequent to January 1, 1925; 

(C) For the debt charges on all  bonds,  notes,  and certificates of indebtedness issued and  
authorized to be issued prior to January 1, 1925; 

(D) For a public library of, or supported by, the subdivision under whatever law organized or 
authorized to be supported; 

(E)  For  a  municipal  university,  not  to  exceed two  mills  over  the  limitation  of  one  mill  
prescribed in section 3349.13 of the Revised Code; 

(F) For the construction or acquisition of any specific permanent improvement or class of 
improvements that the taxing authority of the subdivision may include in a single bond issue; 

(G) For the general construction, reconstruction, resurfacing, and repair of streets, roads, and 
bridges in municipal corporations, counties, or townships; 
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(H) For parks and recreational purposes; 
(I) For providing and maintaining fire apparatus, mechanical resuscitators, underwater rescue 

and recovery equipment,  or  other fire  equipment and appliances,  buildings and sites  therefor,  or 
sources of water supply and materials therefor, for the establishment and maintenance of lines of fire-
alarm  communications,  for  the  payment  of  firefighting  companies  or  permanent,  part-time,  or 
volunteer firefighting, emergency medical service, administrative, or communications personnel to 
operate the same, including the payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel  
under section 145.48 or 742.34 of the Revised Code, for the purchase of ambulance equipment, for 
the  provision  of  ambulance,  paramedic,  or  other  emergency medical  services  operated by  a  fire 
department or firefighting company, or for the payment of other related costs; 

(J)  For  providing  and  maintaining  motor  vehicles,  communications,  other  equipment, 
buildings, and sites for such buildings used directly in the operation of a police department, for the 
payment of salaries of permanent or part-time police, communications, or administrative personnel to 
operate the same, including the payment of any employer contributions required for such personnel  
under  section  145.48  or  742.33  of  the  Revised  Code,  for  the  payment of  the  costs  incurred by 
townships as a result of contracts made with other political subdivisions in order to obtain police  
protection,  for  the  provision  of  ambulance or  emergency medical  services  operated  by  a  police 
department, or for the payment of other related costs; 

(K) For the maintenance and operation of a county home or detention facility; 
(L) For community developmental disabilities programs and services pursuant to Chapter 

5126.  of  the  Revised  Code,  except  that  such  levies  shall  be  subject  to  the  procedures  and 
requirements of section 5705.222 of the Revised Code; 

(M) For regional planning; 
(N) For a county's share of the cost of maintaining and operating schools, district detention 

facilities, forestry camps, or other facilities, or any combination thereof, established under section 
2151.65 or 2152.41 of the Revised Code or both of those sections; 

(O) For providing for flood defense, providing and maintaining a flood wall or pumps, and 
other purposes to prevent floods; 

(P) For maintaining and operating sewage disposal plants and facilities; 
(Q) For the purpose of purchasing, acquiring, constructing, enlarging, improving, equipping, 

repairing, maintaining, or operating, or any combination of the foregoing, a county transit system 
pursuant to sections 306.01 to 306.13 of the Revised Code, or of making any payment to a board of 
county commissioners operating a transit system or a county transit board pursuant to section 306.06  
of the Revised Code; 

(R) For the subdivision's share of the cost of acquiring or constructing any schools, forestry 
camps, detention facilities, or other facilities, or any combination thereof, under section 2151.65 or 
2152.41 of the Revised Code or both of those sections; 

(S) For the prevention, control, and abatement of air pollution; 
(T) For maintaining and operating cemeteries; 
(U) For providing ambulance service, emergency medical service, or both; 
(V) For providing for the collection and disposal of garbage or refuse, including yard waste; 
(W)  For  the  payment  of  the  police  officer  employers'  contribution  or  the  firefighter 
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employers' contribution required under sections 742.33 and 742.34 of the Revised Code; 
(X) For the construction and maintenance of a drainage improvement pursuant to section 

6131.52 of the Revised Code; 
(Y) For providing or maintaining senior citizens services or facilities as authorized by section 

307.694, 307.85, 505.70, or 505.706 or division (EE) of section 717.01 of the Revised Code; 
(Z) For the provision and maintenance of zoological park services and facilities as authorized 

under section 307.76 of the Revised Code; 
(AA) For the maintenance and operation of a free public museum of art, science, or history; 
(BB) For the establishment and operation of a 9-1-1 system, as defined in section 128.01 of 

the Revised Code; 
(CC) For the purpose of acquiring, rehabilitating, or developing rail property or rail service. 

As used in this division, "rail  property" and "rail service" have the same meanings as in section 
4981.01  of  the  Revised  Code.  This  division  applies  only  to  a  county,  township,  or  municipal 
corporation. 

(DD) For the  purpose of  acquiring property for,  constructing,  operating,  and maintaining 
community centers as provided for in section 755.16 of the Revised Code; 

(EE) For the creation and operation of an office or joint office of economic development, for 
any economic development purpose of the office, and to otherwise provide for the establishment and 
operation of a program of economic development pursuant to sections 307.07 and 307.64 of the 
Revised Code, or to the extent that the expenses of a county land reutilization corporation organized 
under  Chapter  1724.  of  the  Revised  Code  are  found  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  to  
constitute the promotion of economic development, for the payment of such operations and expenses; 

(FF)  For  the  purpose  of  acquiring,  establishing,  constructing,  improving,  equipping, 
maintaining, or operating, or any combination of the foregoing, a township airport, landing field, or 
other air navigation facility pursuant to section 505.15 of the Revised Code; 

(GG) For the payment of costs incurred by a township as a result of a contract made with a 
county pursuant to section 505.263 of the Revised Code in order to pay all or any part of the cost of  
constructing, maintaining, repairing, or operating a water supply improvement; 

(HH) For a board of township trustees to acquire, other than by appropriation, an ownership 
interest in land, water, or wetlands, or to restore or maintain land, water, or wetlands in which the 
board has an ownership interest, not for purposes of recreation, but for the purposes of protecting and  
preserving the natural,  scenic,  open, or wooded condition of the land, water,  or wetlands against  
modification or encroachment resulting from occupation, development, or other use, which may be 
styled as protecting or preserving "greenspace" in the resolution, notice of election, or ballot form.  
Except as otherwise provided in this division, land is not acquired for purposes of recreation, even if 
the  land is  used for  recreational  purposes,  so long as  no building,  structure,  or  fixture  used for  
recreational purposes is permanently attached or affixed to the land. Except as otherwise provided in 
this division, land that previously has been acquired in a township for these greenspace purposes may 
subsequently be used for recreational purposes if the board of township trustees adopts a resolution 
approving that use and no building, structure, or fixture used for recreational purposes is permanently  
attached or affixed to the land. The authorization to use greenspace land for recreational use does not 
apply to land located in a township that had a population, at the time it passed its first greenspace  
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levy, of more than thirty-eight thousand within a county that had a population, at that time, of at least 
eight hundred sixty thousand. 

(II) For the support by a county of a crime victim assistance program that is provided and 
maintained by a county agency or a private, nonprofit corporation or association under section 307.62 
of the Revised Code; 

(JJ)  For any or all  of  the purposes set forth in  divisions (I)  and (J)  of this  section. This 
division applies only to a municipal corporation or a township. 

(KK) For a countywide public safety communications system under section 307.63 of the 
Revised Code. This division applies only to counties. 

(LL) For the support by a county of criminal justice services under section 307.45 of the 
Revised Code; 

(MM) For  the  purpose  of  maintaining  and operating a  jail  or  other  detention  facility  as 
defined in section 2921.01 of the Revised Code; 

(NN) For purchasing, maintaining, or improving, or any combination of the foregoing, real  
estate  on  which  to  hold,  and  the  operating  expenses  of,  agricultural  fairs  operated  by  a  county  
agricultural society or independent agricultural society under Chapter 1711. of the Revised Code.  
This division applies only to a county. 

(OO) For constructing, rehabilitating, repairing, or maintaining sidewalks, walkways, trails, 
bicycle pathways, or similar improvements, or acquiring ownership interests in land necessary for the 
foregoing improvements; 

(PP) For both of the purposes set forth in divisions (G) and (OO) of this section. 
(QQ) For  both  of the purposes set  forth  in  divisions (H) and (HH) of this  section. This  

division applies only to a township. 
(RR) For the legislative authority of a municipal corporation, board of county commissioners 

of a county, or board of township trustees of a township to acquire agricultural easements, as defined  
in section 5301.67 of the Revised Code, and to supervise and enforce the easements. 

(SS) For both of the purposes set forth in divisions (BB) and (KK) of this  section. This  
division applies only to a county. 

(TT) For the maintenance and operation of a facility that is organized in whole or in part to 
promote the sciences and natural history under section 307.761 of the Revised Code. 

(UU) For the creation and operation of a county land reutilization corporation and for any 
programs or activities of the corporation found by the board of directors of the corporation to be  
consistent with the purposes for which the corporation is organized; 

(VV) For construction and maintenance of improvements and expenses of soil  and water 
conservation district programs under Chapter 940. of the Revised Code; 

(WW) For the OSU extension fund created under section 3335.35 of the Revised Code for  
the purposes prescribed under section 3335.36 of the Revised Code for the benefit of the citizens of a 
county. This division applies only to a county. 

(XX) For a municipal corporation that withdraws or proposes by resolution to withdraw from 
a  regional  transit  authority  under  section  306.55  of  the  Revised  Code  to  provide  transportation 
services for the movement of persons within, from, or to the municipal corporation; 

(YY) For any combination of the purposes specified in divisions (NN), (VV), and (WW) of  
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this section. This division applies only to a county. 
The resolution shall be confined to the purpose or purposes described in one division of this  

section, to which the revenue derived therefrom shall be applied. The existence in any other division 
of this section of authority to levy a tax for any part or all of the same purpose or purposes does not  
preclude the use of such revenues for any part of the purpose or purposes of the division under which  
the resolution is adopted. 

The resolution shall specify the amount of the increase in rate that it is necessary to levy, the  
purpose of that increase in rate, and the number of years during which the increase in rate shall be in  
effect, which may or may not include a levy upon the duplicate of the current year. The number of  
years may be any number not exceeding five, except as follows: 

(1) When the additional rate is for the payment of debt charges, the increased rate shall be for 
the life of the indebtedness. 

(2) When the additional rate is for any of the following, the increased rate shall be for a 
continuing period of time: 

(a) For the current expenses for a detention facility district, a district organized under section 
2151.65 of the Revised Code, or a combined district organized under sections 2151.65 and 2152.41  
of the Revised Code; 

(b) For providing a county's share of the cost of maintaining and operating schools, district  
detention facilities, forestry camps, or other facilities, or any combination thereof, established under  
section 2151.65 or 2152.41 of the Revised Code or under both of those sections. 

(3) When the additional rate is for either of the following, the increased rate may be for a 
continuing period of time: 

(a) For the purposes set forth in division (I), (J), (U), or (KK) of this section; 
(b) For the maintenance and operation of a joint recreation district. 
(4) When the increase is for the purpose or purposes set forth in division (D), (G), (H), (T), 

(Z), (CC), or (PP) of this section, the tax levy may be for any specified number of years or for a  
continuing period of time, as set forth in the resolution. 

A levy for one of the purposes set forth in division (G), (I), (J), or (U) of this section may be 
reduced pursuant to section 5705.261 or 5705.31 of the Revised Code. A levy for one of the purposes  
set forth in division (G), (I), (J), or (U) of this section may also be terminated or permanently reduced 
by the taxing authority if it adopts a resolution stating that the continuance of the levy is unnecessary  
and the levy shall be terminated or that the millage is excessive and the levy shall be decreased by a  
designated amount. 

A resolution of a detention facility district, a district organized under section 2151.65 of the 
Revised Code, or a combined district organized under both sections 2151.65 and 2152.41 of the  
Revised Code may include both current expenses and other purposes, provided that the resolution 
shall  apportion  the  annual  rate  of  levy  between  the  current  expenses  and  the  other  purpose  or 
purposes.  The apportionment need not be the same for each year of the levy,  but the respective 
portions of  the  rate actually  levied each year for the current  expenses and the  other purpose or  
purposes shall be limited by the apportionment. 

Whenever a board of county commissioners, acting either as the taxing authority of its county 
or as the taxing authority of a sewer district or subdistrict created under Chapter 6117. of the Revised 
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Code, by resolution declares it necessary to levy a tax in excess of the ten-mill limitation for the  
purpose of constructing, improving, or extending sewage disposal plants or sewage systems, the tax 
may  be  in  effect  for  any  number  of  years  not  exceeding  twenty,  and  the  proceeds  of  the  tax, 
notwithstanding the general provisions of  this  section,  may be  used to  pay debt  charges on any 
obligations issued and outstanding on behalf of the subdivision for the purposes enumerated in this 
paragraph, provided that any such obligations have been specifically described in the resolution. 

A resolution adopted by the legislative authority of a municipal corporation that is for the 
purpose in division (XX) of this  section may be combined with the purpose provided in section 
306.55 of the Revised Code, by vote of two-thirds of all members of the legislative authority. The  
legislative authority may certify the resolution to the board of elections as a combined question. The 
question appearing on the ballot shall be as provided in section 5705.252 of the Revised Code. 

A levy for the purpose set forth in division (BB) of this section may be imposed in all or a  
portion of the territory of a subdivision. If the 9-1-1 system to be established and operated with levy  
funds excludes territory located within the subdivision, the resolution adopted under this section, or a  
resolution proposing to renew such a levy that was imposed in all of the territory of the subdivision,  
may describe the area served or to be served by the system and specify that the proposed tax would  
be imposed only in the areas receiving or to receive the service. Upon passage of such a resolution,  
the board of elections shall submit the question of the tax levy only to those electors residing in the 
area  or  areas  in  which  the  tax  would  be  imposed.  If  the  9-1-1  system  would  serve  the  entire 
subdivision, the resolution shall not exclude territory from the tax levy. 

The resolution shall go into immediate effect upon its passage, and no publication of the  
resolution is necessary other than that provided for in the notice of election 

When the electors of a subdivision or, in the case of a qualifying library levy for the support  
of a library association or private corporation, the electors of the association library district or, in the  
case of a 9-1-1 system levy serving only a portion of the territory of a subdivision, the electors of the  
portion of the subdivision in which the levy would be imposed have approved a tax levy under this 
section, the taxing authority of the subdivision may anticipate a fraction of the proceeds of the levy  
and issue anticipation notes in accordance with section 5705.191 or 5705.193 of the Revised Code. 

SECTION 2. That  existing sections 4303.181 and 5705.19  of  the Revised Code are  hereby 
repealed.

SECTION 3. (A) There is hereby created the Regional Economic Development Alliance Study 
Committee. The Committee shall consist of the following members:

(1) All of the following persons, who shall be voting members of the Committee:
(a)  Three  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  not  more  than  two  of  whom  are 

members of the same party, appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives;
(b) Three members of the Senate, not more than two of whom are members of the same party, 

appointed by the President of the Senate;
(c) The Governor, or the Governor's designee;
(d) Two representatives from academia engaged in relevant fields of study, appointed by the 
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co-chairpersons of the Committee;
(e)  Two individuals  who  are  economic  development  professionals,  appointed  by  the  co-

chairpersons of the Committee.
(2) All of the following persons, who shall be nonvoting members of the Committee:
(a) The chairperson of the Regional Prosperity Initiative or the chairperson's designee;
(b) The president of the Ohio Association of Regional Councils or the president's designee;
(c) The executive director of the Ohio Economic Development Association or the executive 

director's designee;
(d)  One  person,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  who  is  recommended  by  an  Ohio-based 

advocacy group selected by the Governor;
(e)  One  person,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  who  is  recommended  by  an  Ohio-based 

foundation selected by the Governor;
(f)  One  person,  appointed  by  the  Governor,  who  is  a  representative  of  a  metropolitan 

planning organization.
Members of the Committee shall be appointed not later than thirty days after the effective 

date of this section. Any vacancies that occur on the Committee shall be filled in the same manner as 
the original appointment.

The Speaker  of the  House of Representatives and the President  of the Senate shall  each 
appoint  one  member  of  the  Committee  to  serve  as  a  co-chairperson  of  the  Committee.  The 
Committee  shall  hold  its  initial  meeting  as  soon  as  practicable  after  the  last  member  of  the 
Committee is appointed. All subsequent meetings shall be held at the call of the co-chairpersons.

(B) The Committee shall study the features, benefits, and challenges involved in establishing 
regional economic development alliances that would enhance collaboration for successful regional 
economic development efforts,  allow for  the  sharing of services,  and permit the  mobilization of 
necessary resources among alliance members. The Committee shall also examine the ways in which 
such alliances would address the needs of regions throughout the state.

In completing its study, the Committee shall consult with various resource groups, including 
county commissioners, township trustees, mayors, city council members, members of statewide and 
regional organizations that represent political subdivisions, and members of chambers of commerce. 

(C) Not later than one year after the effective date of this section, the Committee shall submit  
a report of its findings and conclusions to the Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representatives,  
and the President of the Senate. The Committee ceases to exist upon the submission of its report.

SECTION 4. A tax levied for the purpose described in division (I) of section 5705.19 of the 
Revised Code and approved by electors at a general election held on November 7, 2017, for a stated 
term of ten years is hereby ratified and shall be levied for ten years, pursuant to the resolution levying 
the tax, notwithstanding section 5705.19 of the Revised Code.

SECTION 5. The amendment by this act of division (JJ) of section 5705.19 of the Revised Code 
applies to tax levies approved by electors at an election held before, on, or after the effective date of  
this act. A tax levied for the purpose described in division (JJ) of that section by the taxing authority  
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of a municipal corporation and approved by electors at an election held before the effective date of 
this  act  is  hereby  ratified  and  shall  be  levied  pursuant  to  the  resolution  levying  the  tax,  
notwithstanding that section as it existed before the effective date of this act.

SECTION 6. Section 5705.19 of the Revised Code is presented in this act as a composite of the  
section as amended by Sub. H.B. 158, Am. Sub. H.B. 277, Sub. H.B. 413, and Am. Sub. H.B. 483, all  
of the 131st General Assembly. The General Assembly, applying the principle stated in division (B)  
of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of 
simultaneous operation, finds that the composite is the resulting version of the section in effect prior  
to the effective date of the section as presented in this act.



Sub. H. B. No. 122 132nd G.A.
17

Speaker ___________________ of the House of Representatives.

President ___________________ of the Senate.

Passed ________________________, 20____

Approved ________________________, 20____

Governor.
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The section numbering of law of a general and permanent nature is 
complete and in conformity with the Revised Code.

Director, Legislative Service Commission.

Filed in the office of the Secretary of State at Columbus, Ohio, on the ____ 
day of ___________, A. D. 20____.

Secretary of State.

File No. _________ Effective Date ___________________


