
(132nd General Assembly)
(Substitute House Bill Number 21)

AN ACT

To amend sections 3301.0711, 3310.522, 3313.612, 3314.016, 3314.03, and 3314.11; 
to  enact new section 3301.0713 and section 3781.1010;  and to  repeal section 
3301.0713 of the Revised Code to make changes regarding the verification of 
community school enrollments, to prescribe an annual public comment period for 
the  community school  sponsor  evaluation system, to  exempt certain chartered 
nonpublic schools from state testing and graduation requirements, to prescribe a 
one-year moratorium on the building code requirement for schools to have storm 
shelters,  to  eliminate  the  current  Education  Management  Information  System 
(EMIS) Advisory Board, and to require the Department of Education to establish 
a new EMIS Advisory Council.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1. That sections 3301.0711, 3310.522, 3313.612, 3314.016, 3314.03, and 3314.11 be 
amended and new section 3301.0713 and section 3781.1010 of the Revised Code be enacted to read 
as follows:

Sec. 3301.0711. (A) The department of education shall: 
(1) Annually furnish to, grade, and score all assessments required by divisions (A)(1) and (B)

(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code to be administered by city, local, exempted village, and 
joint vocational school districts, except that each district shall score any assessment administered 
pursuant to  division (B)(10) of this section. Each assessment so furnished shall  include the data 
verification code of the student to whom the assessment will be administered, as assigned pursuant to  
division (D)(2) of section 3301.0714 of the Revised Code. In furnishing the practice versions of Ohio 
graduation tests prescribed by division (D) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code, the department  
shall make the tests available on its web site for reproduction by districts. In awarding contracts for  
grading assessments, the department shall give preference to Ohio-based entities employing Ohio  
residents. 

(2) Adopt rules for the ethical use of assessments and prescribing the manner in which the  
assessments prescribed by section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code shall be administered to students. 

(B) Except as provided in divisions (C) and (J) of this section, the board of education of each  
city, local, and exempted village school district shall, in accordance with rules adopted under division 
(A) of this section: 

(1) Administer the English language arts assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(a) of 
section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code twice annually to all students in the third grade who have not 
attained the score designated for that assessment under division (A)(2)(c) of section 3301.0710 of the 
Revised Code. 
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(2) Administer the mathematics assessment prescribed under division (A)(1)(a) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the third grade. 

(3) Administer the assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(b) of section 3301.0710 of 
the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the fourth grade. 

(4) Administer the assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(c) of section 3301.0710 of 
the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the fifth grade. 

(5) Administer the assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(d) of section 3301.0710 of 
the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the sixth grade. 

(6) Administer the assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(e) of section 3301.0710 of 
the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the seventh grade. 

(7) Administer the assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(f) of section 3301.0710 of  
the Revised Code at least once annually to all students in the eighth grade. 

(8)  Except  as  provided  in  division  (B)(9)  of  this  section,  administer  any  assessment  
prescribed under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code as follows: 

(a) At least once annually to all tenth grade students and at least twice annually to all students 
in eleventh or twelfth grade who have not yet attained the score on that assessment designated under 
that division; 

(b) To any person who has successfully completed the curriculum in any high school or the  
individualized education program developed for the person by any high school pursuant to section 
3323.08 of the Revised Code but has not received a high school diploma and who requests to take 
such assessment, at any time such assessment is administered in the district. 

(9) In lieu of the board of education of any city, local, or exempted village school district in  
which the student is also enrolled, the board of a joint vocational school district shall administer any 
assessment prescribed under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code at least twice 
annually to any student enrolled in the joint vocational school district who has not yet attained the 
score on that assessment designated under that division. A board of a joint vocational school district  
may also administer such an assessment to any student described in division (B)(8)(b) of this section. 

(10) If the district has a three-year average graduation rate of not more than seventy-five per 
cent, administer each assessment prescribed by division (D) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised 
Code in September to all ninth grade students who entered ninth grade prior to July 1, 2014. 

Except  as  provided  in  section  3313.614  of  the  Revised  Code  for  administration  of  an 
assessment to a person who has fulfilled the curriculum requirement for a high school diploma but  
has not passed one or more of the required assessments, the assessments prescribed under division 
(B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code shall not be administered after the date specified in 
the rules adopted by the state board of education under division (D)(1) of section 3301.0712 of the  
Revised Code. 

(11)(a) Except as provided in division (B)(11)(b) of this section, administer the assessments 
prescribed by division (B)(2) of section 3301.0710 and section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code in 
accordance with the timeline and plan for implementation of those assessments prescribed by rule of 
the state board adopted under division (D)(1) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code; 

(b) A student who has presented evidence to the district or school of having satisfied the  
condition prescribed by division (A)(1) of section 3313.618 of the Revised Code to qualify for a high  
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school diploma prior to the date of the administration of the assessment prescribed under division (B)
(1) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code shall not be required to take that assessment. However, 
no  board  shall  prohibit  a  student  who  is  not  required  to  take  such  assessment  from taking  the  
assessment. 

(C)(1)(a) In the case of a student receiving special education services under Chapter 3323. of  
the Revised Code, the individualized education program developed for the student under that chapter  
shall specify the manner in which the student will participate in the assessments administered under  
this  section,  except  that  a  student  with  significant  cognitive  disabilities  to  whom  an  alternate  
assessment  is  administered  in  accordance  with  division  (C)(1)  of  this  section  and  a  student  
determined to have a disability that includes an intellectual disability as outlined in guidance issued 
by the department shall not be required to take the assessment prescribed under division (B)(1) of  
section  3301.0712  of  the  Revised  Code.  The  individualized  education  program may  excuse  the 
student from taking any particular assessment required to be administered under this section if it  
instead  specifies  an  alternate  assessment  method  approved  by  the  department  of  education  as 
conforming to requirements of federal law for receipt of federal funds for disadvantaged pupils. To 
the extent possible, the individualized education program shall not excuse the student from taking an  
assessment unless  no reasonable  accommodation  can  be  made to  enable  the  student  to  take  the 
assessment.  No board  shall  prohibit  a  student  who is  not  required  to  take  an  assessment  under 
division (C)(1) of this section from taking the assessment. 

(b) Any alternate assessment approved by the department for a student under this division 
shall produce measurable results comparable to those produced by the assessment it replaces in order  
to allow for the student's results to be included in the data compiled for a school district or building 
under section 3302.03 of the Revised Code. 

(c)(i) Any student enrolled in a chartered nonpublic school who has been identified, based on 
an evaluation conducted in accordance with section 3323.03 of the Revised Code or section 504 of  
the "Rehabilitation Act of 1973," 87 Stat.  355,  29 U.S.C.A. 794, as amended,  as a child with a 
disability shall be excused from taking any particular assessment required to be administered under 
this section if a plan developed for the student pursuant to rules adopted by the state board excuses  
the student from taking that assessment. 

(ii)  A student  with  significant  cognitive  disabilities  to  whom  an  alternate  assessment  is  
administered in accordance with division (C)(1) of this section and a student determined to have a 
disability that includes an intellectual disability as outlined in guidance issued by the department 
shall not be required to take the assessment prescribed under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0712 of  
the Revised Code. 

(iii) In the case of any student so excused from taking an assessment under division (C)(1)(c) 
of  this  section,  the  chartered  nonpublic  school  shall  not  prohibit  the  student  from  taking  the  
assessment. 

(2) A district board may, for medical reasons or other good cause, excuse a student from 
taking an assessment administered under this section on the date scheduled, but that assessment shall  
be administered to the excused student not later than nine days following the scheduled date. The 
district board shall annually report the number of students who have not taken one or more of the 
assessments required by this section to the state board not later than the thirtieth day of June. 
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(3) As used in this division, "limited English proficient student" has the same meaning as in 
20 U.S.C. 7801. 

No school district board shall excuse any limited English proficient student from taking any  
particular assessment required to be administered under this section, except as follows: 

(a) Any limited English proficient student who has been enrolled in United States schools for  
less than two years and for whom no appropriate accommodations are available based on guidance 
issued by the department shall not be required to take the assessment prescribed under division (B)(1) 
of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code. 

(b) Any limited English proficient student who has been enrolled in United States schools for 
less than one full school year shall not be required to take any reading, writing, or English language  
arts assessment. 

However, no board shall prohibit a limited English proficient student who is not required to 
take an assessment under division (C)(3) of this section from taking the assessment. A board may 
permit any limited English proficient student to take an assessment required to be administered under  
this section with appropriate accommodations, as determined by the department. For each limited 
English  proficient  student,  each  school  district  shall  annually  assess  that  student's  progress  in 
learning English, in accordance with procedures approved by the department. 

(4)(a) The governing authority of a chartered nonpublic school may excuse a limited English 
proficient student from taking any assessment administered under this section. 

(b) No governing authority shall require a limited English proficient student who has been 
enrolled  in  United  States  schools  for  less  than  two  years  and  for  whom  no  appropriate  
accommodations are available based on guidance issued by the department to take the assessment 
prescribed under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code. 

(c) No governing authority shall prohibit a limited English proficient student from taking an  
assessment from which the student was excused under division (C)(4) of this section. 

(D)(1)  In  the  school  year  next  succeeding  the  school  year  in  which  the  assessments 
prescribed by division (A)(1) or (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code or former division 
(A)(1), (A)(2), or (B) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to September 11,  
2001, are administered to any student, the board of education of any school district in which the 
student is enrolled in that year shall provide to the student intervention services commensurate with  
the student's performance, including any intensive intervention required under section 3313.608 of 
the Revised Code, in any skill  in which the student failed to demonstrate at  least a score at the 
proficient level on the assessment. 

(2) Following any administration of the assessments prescribed by division (D) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code to ninth grade students, each school district that has a three-year  
average graduation rate of not more than seventy-five per cent shall determine for each high school in 
the district whether the school shall be required to provide intervention services to any students who  
took the assessments. In determining which high schools shall provide intervention services based on  
the resources available, the district shall consider each school's graduation rate and scores on the 
practice assessments. The district also shall consider the scores received by ninth grade students on 
the English language arts and mathematics assessments prescribed under division (A)(1)(f) of section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code in the eighth grade in determining which high schools shall provide  
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intervention services. 
Each high school selected to provide intervention services under this division shall provide 

intervention  services  to  any  student  whose  results  indicate  that  the  student  is  failing  to  make  
satisfactory progress toward being able to attain scores at the proficient level on the Ohio graduation 
tests.  Intervention  services  shall  be  provided  in  any  skill  in  which  a  student  demonstrates 
unsatisfactory progress and shall  be commensurate with the student's  performance. Schools  shall  
provide the intervention services prior to the end of the school year, during the summer following the 
ninth grade, in the next succeeding school year, or at any combination of those times. 

(E) Except as provided in section 3313.608 of the Revised Code and division (N) of this 
section, no school district board of education shall utilize any student's failure to attain a specified  
score on an assessment administered under this section as a factor in any decision to deny the student 
promotion to a higher grade level. However, a district board may choose not to promote to the next 
grade level any student who does not take an assessment administered under this section or make up  
an  assessment  as  provided  by  division  (C)(2)  of  this  section  and  who  is  not  exempt  from the  
requirement to take the assessment under division (C)(3) of this section. 

(F) No person shall  be  charged a fee  for  taking any assessment administered under  this 
section. 

(G)(1)  Each  school  district  board  shall  designate  one  location  for  the  collection  of 
assessments administered in the spring under division (B)(1) of this section and those administered 
under divisions (B)(2) to (7) of this section. Each district board shall submit the assessments to the  
entity with which the department contracts for the scoring of the assessments as follows: 

(a) If the district's total enrollment in grades kindergarten through twelve during the first full  
school week of October was less than two thousand five hundred, not later than the Friday after all of  
the assessments have been administered; 

(b) If the district's total enrollment in grades kindergarten through twelve during the first full  
school week of October was two thousand five hundred or more, but less than seven thousand, not 
later than the Monday after all of the assessments have been administered; 

(c) If the district's total enrollment in grades kindergarten through twelve during the first full  
school week of October was seven thousand or more, not later than the Tuesday after all of the 
assessments have been administered. 

However,  any  assessment  that  a  student  takes  during  the  make-up  period  described  in 
division (C)(2) of this section shall  be submitted not later than the Friday following the day the 
student takes the assessment. 

(2) The department or an entity with which the department contracts for the scoring of the 
assessment shall send to each school district board a list of the individual scores of all persons taking  
a state achievement assessment as follows: 

(a) Except as provided in division (G)(2)(b) or (c) of this section, within forty-five days after 
the  administration  of  the  assessments  prescribed  by  sections  3301.0710  and  3301.0712  of  the  
Revised Code, but in no case shall the scores be returned later than the thirtieth day of June following 
the administration; 

(b) In the case of the third-grade English language arts assessment, within forty-five days 
after the administration of that assessment, but in no case shall the scores be returned later than the  
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fifteenth day of June following the administration; 
(c) In the case of the writing component of an assessment or end-of-course examination in the 

area of English language arts, except for the third-grade English language arts assessment, the results  
may be sent after forty-five days of the administration of the writing component, but in no case shall  
the scores be returned later than the thirtieth day of June following the administration. 

(3) For assessments administered under this section by a joint vocational school district, the 
department or entity shall also send to each city, local, or exempted village school district a list of the 
individual scores of any students of such city, local,  or exempted village school district who are  
attending school in the joint vocational school district. 

(H) Individual scores on any assessments administered under this section shall be released by  
a district board only in accordance with section 3319.321 of the Revised Code and the rules adopted 
under  division (A) of  this  section.  No district  board or  its  employees  shall  utilize  individual  or  
aggregate results in any manner that conflicts with rules for the ethical use of assessments adopted  
pursuant to division (A) of this section. 

(I) Except as provided in division (G) of this section, the department or an entity with which 
the department contracts for the scoring of the assessment shall not release any individual scores on 
any  assessment  administered  under  this  section.  The state  board  shall  adopt  rules  to  ensure  the 
protection of student confidentiality at all times. The rules may require the use of the data verification  
codes assigned to students pursuant to division (D)(2) of section 3301.0714 of the Revised Code to  
protect the confidentiality of student scores. 

(J) Notwithstanding division (D) of section 3311.52 of the Revised Code, this section does 
not apply to the board of education of any cooperative education school district except as provided 
under rules adopted pursuant to this division. 

(1) In accordance with rules that the state board shall adopt, the board of education of any 
city, exempted village, or local school district with territory in a cooperative education school district  
established pursuant to divisions (A) to (C) of section 3311.52 of the Revised Code may enter into an  
agreement with the board of education of the cooperative education school district for administering 
any assessment prescribed under this section to students of the city, exempted village, or local school  
district who are attending school in the cooperative education school district. 

(2) In accordance with rules that the state board shall adopt, the board of education of any 
city, exempted village, or local school district with territory in a cooperative education school district  
established pursuant to section 3311.521 of the Revised Code shall enter into an agreement with the  
cooperative  district  that  provides  for  the  administration  of  any  assessment prescribed under  this 
section to both of the following: 

(a) Students who are attending school in the cooperative district and who, if the cooperative  
district were not established, would be entitled to attend school in the city, local, or exempted village 
school district pursuant to section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the Revised Code; 

(b) Persons described in division (B)(8)(b) of this section. 
Any assessment of students pursuant to such an agreement shall be in lieu of any assessment 

of such students or persons pursuant to this section. 
(K)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (K)(1) or (2) of this section, each chartered 

nonpublic school for which at least sixty-five per cent of its total enrollment is made up of students  
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who are  participating  in  state  scholarship  programs  shall  administer  the  elementary  assessments 
prescribed by section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code. In accordance with procedures and deadlines 
prescribed by the department, the parent or guardian of a student enrolled in the school who is not 
participating in a state scholarship program may submit notice to the chief administrative officer of  
the  school  that  the  parent  or  guardian  does  not  wish  to  have  the  student  take  the  elementary  
assessments prescribed for the student's grade level under division (A) of section 3301.0710 of the 
Revised Code. If a parent or guardian submits an opt-out notice, the school shall not administer the  
assessments to that student. This option does not apply to any assessment required for a high school  
diploma under section 3313.612 of the Revised Code. 

(2) A chartered nonpublic school may submit to the superintendent of public instruction a 
request for a waiver from administering the elementary assessments prescribed by division (A) of  
section 3301.0710 of  the  Revised Code.  The state  superintendent  shall  approve or  disapprove a  
request for a waiver submitted under division (K)(2) of this section. No waiver shall be approved for  
any school year prior to the 2015-2016 school year. 

To be eligible to submit a request for a waiver, a chartered nonpublic school shall meet the 
following conditions: 

(a)  At least  ninety-five per  cent  of  the  students  enrolled in  the  school  are  children  with  
disabilities, as defined under section 3323.01 of the Revised Code, or have received a diagnosis by a 
school district or from a physician, including a neuropsychiatrist or psychiatrist, or a psychologist  
who is authorized to practice in this or another state as having a condition that impairs academic  
performance,  such  as  dyslexia,  dyscalculia,  attention  deficit  hyperactivity  disorder,  or  Asperger's 
syndrome. 

(b) The school has solely served a student population described in division (K)(1)(a) of this 
section for at least ten years. 

(c) The school provides to the department at least five years of records of internal testing 
conducted  by  the  school  that  affords  the  department  data  required  for  accountability  purposes, 
including  diagnostic  assessments  and  nationally  standardized  norm-referenced  achievement 
assessments that measure reading and math skills. 

(3) Any chartered nonpublic school that is not subject to division (K)(1) of this section may 
participate in the assessment program by administering any of the assessments prescribed by division 
(A) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code. The chief administrator of the school shall specify 
which assessments the school will administer. Such specification shall  be made in writing to the  
superintendent of public instruction prior to the first  day of August of any school year in which 
assessments are administered and shall include a pledge that the nonpublic school will administer the 
specified assessments in the same manner as public schools are required to do under this section and 
rules adopted by the department. 

(4)  The  department  of  education  shall  furnish  the  assessments  prescribed  by  section 
3301.0710 of the Revised Code to each chartered nonpublic school that is subject to division (K)(1)  
of this section or participates under division (K)(3) of this section. 

(L) If a chartered nonpublic school is educating students in grades nine through twelve, the 
following shall apply: 

(1) For Except as provided in division (L)(4) of this section, for     a student who is enrolled in a 
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chartered nonpublic  school  that  is  accredited through the  independent  schools  association of  the  
central states and who is attending the school under a state scholarship program, the student shall  
either take all of the assessments prescribed by division (B) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised 
Code or take an alternative assessment approved by the department under section 3313.619 of the 
Revised Code. However, a student who is excused from taking an assessment under division (C) of 
this  section  or  has  presented evidence to  the  chartered nonpublic  school  of  having  satisfied  the 
condition prescribed by division (A)(1) of section 3313.618 of the Revised Code to qualify for a high  
school diploma prior to the date of the administration of the assessment prescribed under division (B)
(1) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code shall  not be required to take that assessment.  No 
governing authority of a chartered nonpublic school shall prohibit a student who is not required to  
take such assessment from taking the assessment. 

(2) For a student who is enrolled in a chartered nonpublic school that is accredited through 
the independent schools association of the central states, and who is not attending the school under a  
state scholarship program, the student shall not be required to take any assessment prescribed under 
section 3301.0712 or 3313.619 of the Revised Code. 

(3)(a) Except as provided in division divisions (L)(3)(b) and (4) of this section, for a student 
who is  enrolled  in  a  chartered  nonpublic  school  that  is  not  accredited  through  the  independent  
schools  association of the central  states,  regardless  of  whether  the  student  is  attending or is  not 
attending the school under a state scholarship program, the student shall do one of the following: 

(i) Take all of the assessments prescribed by division (B) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised 
Code; 

(ii)  Take  only  the  assessment  prescribed  by  division  (B)(1)  of  section  3301.0712 of  the 
Revised Code, provided that the student's school publishes the results of that assessment for each 
graduating class. The published results of that assessment shall include the overall composite scores,  
mean scores, twenty-fifth percentile scores, and seventy-fifth percentile scores for each subject area 
of the assessment. 

(iii) Take an alternative assessment approved by the department under section 3313.619 of 
the Revised Code. 

(b) A student who is excused from taking an assessment under division (C) of this section or  
has presented evidence to the chartered nonpublic school of having satisfied the condition prescribed 
by division (A)(1) of section 3313.618 of the Revised Code to qualify for a high school diploma prior  
to  the  date  of  the  administration  of  the  assessment  prescribed  under  division  (B)(1)  of  section  
3301.0712 of the Revised Code shall not be required to take that assessment. No governing authority  
of a chartered nonpublic school shall prohibit a student who is not required to take such assessment  
from taking the assessment. 

(4) The assessments prescribed by sections 3301.0712 and    3313.619 of the Revised Code   
shall not be administered to any   student attending the school, if the school meets all of the following   
conditions:

(a)  At least  ninety-five per  cent  of  the  students  enrolled   in  the  school  are  children with   
disabilities, as defined under section 3323.01 of the Revised Code, or have received a diagnosis by a 
school district or from a physician, including a neuropsychologist or psychiatrist, or a psychologist 
who is authorized to practice in this or another state as having a condition that impairs academic  
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performance,  such  as  dyslexia,  dyscalculia,  attention  deficit  hyperactivity  disorder,  or  Asperger's 
syndrome.

(b) The school has solely served a student population described in division (L)(4)(a) of this 
section for at least ten years.

(c) The school makes available to the department at least five years of records of internal 
testing conducted by the school that affords the department data required for accountability purposes, 
including  growth  in  student  achievement  in  reading  or  mathematics,  or  both,  as  measured  by 
nationally norm-referenced assessments that have developed appropriate standards for students.

Division (L)(4) of this section applies to any student attending such school regardless of 
whether  the  student  receives special  education  or  related services  and regardless  of  whether  the  
student is attending the school under a state scholarship program.

(M)(1) The superintendent of the state school for the blind and the superintendent of the state  
school for the deaf shall administer the assessments described by sections 3301.0710 and 3301.0712 
of the Revised Code. Each superintendent shall administer the assessments in the same manner as  
district boards are required to do under this section and rules adopted by the department of education  
and in conformity with division (C)(1)(a) of this section. 

(2)  The  department  of  education  shall  furnish  the  assessments  described  by  sections 
3301.0710 and 3301.0712 of the Revised Code to each superintendent. 

(N) Notwithstanding division (E) of this section, a school district may use a student's failure  
to attain a score in at least the proficient range on the mathematics assessment described by division 
(A)(1)(a) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code or on an assessment described by division (A)(1)
(b), (c), (d), (e), or (f) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code as a factor in retaining that student 
in the current grade level. 

(O)(1)  In  the  manner  specified  in  divisions  (O)(3),  (4),  (6),  and  (7)  of  this  section,  the  
assessments required by division (A)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code shall  become 
public  records  pursuant  to  section  149.43  of  the  Revised  Code  on  the  thirty-first  day  of  July 
following the school year that the assessments were administered. 

(2) The department may field test proposed questions with samples of students to determine 
the  validity,  reliability,  or  appropriateness  of  questions  for  possible  inclusion  in  a  future  year's  
assessment. The department also may use anchor questions on assessments to ensure that different 
versions of the same assessment are of comparable difficulty. 

Field test questions and anchor questions shall not be considered in computing scores for 
individual  students.  Field  test  questions  and  anchor  questions  may  be  included  as  part  of  the 
administration  of  any  assessment  required  by  division  (A)(1)  or  (B)  of  section  3301.0710  and 
division (B) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code. 

(3) Any field test  question or anchor question administered under division (O)(2) of this 
section shall not be a public record. Such field test questions and anchor questions shall be redacted 
from any assessments  which  are  released  as  a  public  record  pursuant  to  division  (O)(1)  of  this  
section. 

(4) This division applies to the assessments prescribed by division (A) of section 3301.0710 
of the Revised Code. 

(a) The first administration of each assessment, as specified in former section 3301.0712 of 



Sub. H. B. No. 21 132nd G.A.
10

the Revised Code, shall be a public record. 
(b) For subsequent administrations of each assessment prior to the 2011-2012 school year, 

not less than forty per cent of the questions on the assessment that are used to compute a student's 
score shall be a public record. The department shall determine which questions will be needed for  
reuse on a future assessment and those questions shall not be public records and shall be redacted 
from the assessment prior to its release as a public record. However, for each redacted question, the  
department  shall  inform  each  city,  local,  and  exempted  village  school  district  of  the  statewide 
academic standard adopted by the state board under section 3301.079 of the Revised Code and the 
corresponding benchmark to which the question relates. The preceding sentence does not apply to  
field test questions that are redacted under division (O)(3) of this section. 

(c) The administrations of each assessment in the 2011-2012, 2012-2013, and 2013-2014 
school years shall not be a public record. 

(5) Each assessment prescribed by division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code 
shall not be a public record. 

(6)(a) Except as provided in division (O)(6)(b) of this section, for the administrations in the 
2014-2015, 2015-2016, and 2016-2017 school years, questions on the assessments prescribed under 
division (A) of section 3301.0710 and division (B)(2) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code and 
the corresponding preferred answers that are used to compute a student's score shall become a public 
record as follows: 

(i) Forty per cent of the questions and preferred answers on the assessments on the thirty-first  
day of July following the administration of the assessment; 

(ii) Twenty per cent of the questions and preferred answers on the assessment on the thirty-
first day of July one year after the administration of the assessment; 

(iii) The remaining forty per cent of the questions and preferred answers on the assessment on 
the thirty-first day of July two years after the administration of the assessment. 

The entire content of an assessment shall become a public record within three years of its 
administration. 

The department shall make the questions that become a public record under this division 
readily accessible to the public on the department's web site. Questions on the spring administration  
of each assessment shall be released on an annual basis, in accordance with this division. 

(b) No questions and corresponding preferred answers shall become a public record under 
division (O)(6) of this section after July 31, 2017. 

(7) Division (O)(7) of this section applies to the assessments prescribed by division (A) of 
section 3301.0710 and division (B)(2) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code. 

Beginning with the assessments administered in the spring of the 2017-2018 school year, not 
less than forty per cent of the questions on each assessment that are used to compute a student's score  
shall be a public record. The department shall determine which questions will be needed for reuse on 
a future assessment and those questions shall not be public records and shall be redacted from the  
assessment  prior  to  its  release  as  a  public  record.  However,  for  each  redacted  question,  the 
department shall inform each city, local, and exempted village school district of the corresponding 
statewide academic standard adopted by the state board under section 3301.079 of the Revised Code 
and the corresponding benchmark to which the question relates. The department is not required to 



Sub. H. B. No. 21 132nd G.A.
11

provide  corresponding  standards  and benchmarks  to  field  test  questions  that  are  redacted  under 
division (O)(3) of this section. 

(P) As used in this section: 
(1) "Three-year average" means the average of the most recent consecutive three school years 

of data. 
(2)  "Dropout"  means  a  student  who  withdraws  from  school  before  completing  course 

requirements for graduation and who is not enrolled in an education program approved by the state  
board of education or an education program outside the state. "Dropout" does not include a student 
who has departed the country. 

(3)  "Graduation  rate"  means  the  ratio  of  students  receiving  a  diploma to  the  number  of 
students who entered ninth grade four years earlier. Students who transfer into the district are added  
to  the  calculation.  Students  who  transfer  out  of  the  district  for  reasons  other  than  dropout  are 
subtracted from the calculation. If a student who was a dropout in any previous year returns to the 
same school district, that student shall be entered into the calculation as if the student had entered 
ninth grade four years before the graduation year of the graduating class that the student joins. 

(4) "State  scholarship programs" means the  educational  choice  scholarship pilot  program 
established under sections 3310.01 to 3310.17 of the Revised Code, the autism scholarship program 
established under section 3310.41 of the Revised Code, the Jon Peterson special needs scholarship 
program established under sections 3310.51 to 3310.64 of the Revised Code, and the pilot project  
scholarship program established under sections 3313.974 to 3313.979 of the Revised Code. 

Sec.  3301.0713.   The  department  of  education  shall  establish  an  education  management   
information system advisory council. The council shall make recommendations to the superintendent 
of  public  instruction to  improve the  operation of  the  education management information  system 
established  under  section  3301.0714  of  the  Revised  Code  and  shall  provide  a  forum  for 
communication and collaboration  between the  department  and parties  affected by the  collection, 
reporting, and use of the system's data. Members of the council shall include department staff and 
representatives  of  school  districts  and  other  entities  that  regularly  interact  with  data  from  the 
education management   information system.  

Sec. 3310.522. In order to maintain eligibility for a scholarship, a student shall take each 
assessment  prescribed  by  section  3301.0710,  3301.0712,  or  3313.619  of  the  Revised  Code,  as 
applicable, in accordance with section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code, unless the student is excused 
from taking that assessment under federal law or the student's individualized education program or  
the student is enrolled in a chartered nonpublic school that meets the conditions specified in division 
(K)(2) or (L)(4) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code. 

Each registered private provider that is not subject to division (K)(1) of section 3301.0711 of 
the  Revised  Code  and  enrolls  a  student  who  is  awarded  a  scholarship  shall  administer  each  
assessment  prescribed  by  section  3301.0710,  3301.0712,  or  3313.619  of  the  Revised  Code,  as 
applicable,  to that student in accordance with section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code, unless the 
student is excused from taking that assessment or the student is enrolled in a chartered nonpublic 
school that meets the conditions specified in division (K)(2)  or (L)(4)  of section 3301.0711 of the 
Revised Code, and shall report to the department the results of each assessment so administered. 

Nothing in this section requires any chartered nonpublic school that is a registered private  
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provider to administer any achievement assessment, except for an Ohio graduation test prescribed by 
division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 or the college and work ready assessment system prescribed by 
division (B) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code to any student enrolled in the school who is  
not a scholarship student. 

Sec. 3313.612. (A) No nonpublic school chartered by the state board of education shall grant 
a high school diploma to any person unless, subject to section 3313.614 of the Revised Code, the 
person has met the assessment requirements of division (A)(1) or (2) of this section, as applicable. 

(1) If the person entered the ninth grade prior to July 1, 2014, the person has attained at least  
the applicable scores designated under division (B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code on 
all the assessments required by that division, or has satisfied the alternative conditions prescribed in 
section 3313.615 of the Revised Code. 

(2) If the person entered the ninth grade on or after July 1, 2014, the person has met the  
requirement prescribed by section 3313.618 or 3313.619 of the Revised Code. 

(B) This section does not apply to any of the following: 
(1) Any person with regard to any assessment from which the person was excused pursuant to  

division (C)(1)(c) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code; 
(2)  Any  Except as provided in division (B)(4) of this section, any     person who attends a 

nonpublic school accredited through the independent schools association of the central states, except 
for a student attending the school under a state scholarship program as defined in section 3301.0711 
of the Revised Code.;

(3) Any person with regard to the social studies assessment under division (B)(1) of section  
3301.0710 of the Revised Code, any American history end-of-course examination and any American 
government  end-of-course  examination  required  under  division  (B)  of  section  3301.0712  of  the 
Revised Code if  such an exemption  is  prescribed by rule  of  the  state  board of  education under 
division  (D)(3)  of  section  3301.0712 of  the  Revised  Code,  or  the  citizenship  test  under  former 
division (B) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code as it existed prior to September 11, 2001, if all  
of the following apply: 

(a) The person is not a citizen of the United States; 
(b) The person is not a permanent resident of the United States; 
(c) The person indicates no intention to reside in the United States after completion of high 

school. 
(4) Any person who attends a chartered nonpublic school that satisfies the requirements of  

division (L)(4) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code. In the case of such a student, the student's  
chartered  nonpublic  school  shall  determine  the  student's  eligibility  for  graduation  based  on  the 
standards of the school's accrediting body.

(C) As used in this division, "limited English proficient student" has the same meaning as in  
division (C)(3) of section 3301.0711 of the Revised Code. 

Notwithstanding  division  (C)(3)  of  section  3301.0711  of  the  Revised  Code,  no  limited 
English proficient student who has not either attained the applicable scores designated under division 
(B)(1) of section 3301.0710 of the Revised Code on all the assessments required by that division, or 
met  the  requirement prescribed by  section 3313.618 or  3313.619 of  the  Revised Code,  shall  be  
awarded a diploma under this section. 
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(D) The state board shall not impose additional requirements or assessments for the granting 
of a high school diploma under this section that are not prescribed by this section. 

(E) The department of education shall furnish the assessment administered by a nonpublic 
school pursuant to division (B)(1) of section 3301.0712 of the Revised Code. 

Sec.  3314.016. This  section  applies  to  any  entity  that  sponsors  a  community  school, 
regardless of whether section 3314.021 or 3314.027 of the Revised Code exempts the entity from the  
requirement to be approved for sponsorship under divisions (A)(2) and (B)(1) of section 3314.015 of  
the Revised Code. The office of Ohio school sponsorship established under section 3314.029 of the 
Revised Code shall be rated under division (B) of this section, but divisions (A) and (C) of this  
section do not apply to the office. 

(A) An entity that sponsors a community school shall be permitted to enter into contracts 
under section 3314.03 of the Revised Code to sponsor additional community schools only if the 
entity meets all of the following criteria: 

(1)  The entity  is  in  compliance with  all  provisions of  this  chapter  requiring sponsors  of 
community schools to report data or information to the department of education. 

(2) The entity is not rated as "ineffective" under division (B)(6) of this section. 
(3) Except as set forth in sections 3314.021 and 3314.027 of the Revised Code, the entity has  

received approval from and entered into an agreement with the department of education pursuant to  
section 3314.015 of the Revised Code. 

(B)(1)  Beginning with the 2015-2016 school year,  the  The     department shall  develop and 
implement an evaluation system that annually rates and assigns an overall rating to each entity that 
sponsors a community school. That The department, not later than   the first day of February of each   
year,  shall post on the department's  web site the framework for the evaluation system, including 
technical documentation that the department intends to   use to rate sponsors for the next school year.   
The department shall solicit public comment on the     evaluation system for thirty consecutive days. 
Not later  than the first  day of April  of  each year,  the department shall  compile and post on the 
department's web site all public comments that were received during the public comment period. The 
evaluation system shall be developed and posted on the department's web site by the fifteenth day of 
July of each school year. Any changes to the evaluation system after that date shall take effect the  
following year. The evaluation system shall be based on the following components: 

(a) Academic performance of students enrolled in community schools sponsored by the same 
entity.  The  academic  performance  component  shall  be  derived  from  the  performance  measures 
prescribed for the state report cards under section 3302.03 or 3314.017 of the Revised Code, and 
shall be based on the performance of the schools for the school year for which the evaluation is  
conducted.  In  addition  to  the  academic  performance  for  a  specific  school  year,  the  academic 
performance component shall also include year-to-year changes in the overall sponsor portfolio. For  
a  community school  for which no graded performance measures are applicable  or  available,  the 
department shall  use nonreport card performance measures specified in  the contract  between the  
community school and the sponsor under division (A)(4) of section 3314.03 of the Revised Code. 

(b)  Adherence by  a  sponsor  to  the  quality  practices  prescribed  by  the  department  under 
division (B)(3) of this section. For a sponsor that was rated "effective" or "exemplary" on its most  
recent rating, the department may evaluate that sponsor's adherence to quality practices once over a  
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period of three years. If the department elects to evaluate a sponsor once over a period of three years,  
the most recent rating for a sponsor's adherence to quality practices shall be used when determining  
an annual overall rating conducted under this section. 

(c) Compliance with all applicable laws and administrative rules by an entity that sponsors a 
community school. 

(2)  In calculating an academic performance component,  the  department  shall  exclude all 
community schools  that have been in  operation for not more than two full  school  years and all  
community  schools  described  in  division  (A)(4)(b)  of  section  3314.35  of  the  Revised  Code. 
However, the academic performance of the community schools described in division (A)(4)(b) of 
section  3314.35  of  the  Revised Code  shall  be  reported,  but  shall  not  be  used as  a  factor  when 
determining a sponsoring entity's rating under this section. 

(3)  The  department,  in  consultation  with  entities  that  sponsor  community  schools,  shall 
prescribe quality practices for community school sponsors and develop an instrument to measure 
adherence to those quality practices. The quality practices shall be based on standards developed by 
the national association of charter school authorizers or any other nationally organized community 
school organization. 

(4)(a)  The  department  may  permit  peer  review  of  a  sponsor's  adherence  to  the  quality 
practices  prescribed  under  division  (B)(3)  of  this  section.  Peer  reviewers  shall  be  limited  to 
individuals  employed  by  sponsors  rated  "effective"  or  "exemplary"  on  the  most  recent  ratings  
conducted under this section. 

(b) The department shall require individuals participating in peer review under division (B)
(4)(a) of this section to complete training approved or established by the department. 

(c) The department may enter into an agreement with another entity to provide training to 
individuals conducting peer review of sponsors. Prior to entering into an agreement with an entity,  
the department shall review and approve of the entity's training program. 

(5) Not later than July 1, 2013, the state board of education shall adopt rules in accordance 
with  Chapter  119.  of  the  Revised  Code  prescribing  standards  for  measuring  compliance  with 
applicable laws and rules under division (B)(1)(c) of this section. 

(6) The department annually shall rate all entities that sponsor community schools as either 
"exemplary," "effective," "ineffective," or "poor," based on the components prescribed by division 
(B) of this section, where each component is weighted equally. A separate rating shall be given by the 
department for each component of the evaluation system. 

The department shall publish the ratings between the first day of October and the fifteenth 
day of November. 

Prior to the publication of the final ratings, the department shall designate and provide notice 
of a period of at least ten business days during which each sponsor may review the information used  
by the department to determine the sponsor's rating on the components prescribed by divisions (B)(1)
(b) and (c) of this section. If the sponsor believes there is an error in the department's evaluation, the  
sponsor may request adjustments to the rating of either of those components based on documentation 
previously  submitted as  part  of  an  evaluation.  The sponsor  shall  provide  to  the  department  any 
necessary evidence or information to support the requested adjustments. The department shall review 
the evidence and information, determine whether an adjustment is valid, and promptly notify the  
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sponsor of its determination and reasons. If any adjustments to the data could result in a change to the 
rating on the applicable component or  to  the overall  rating,  the department  shall  recalculate the 
ratings prior to publication. 

The department shall provide training on an annual basis regarding the evaluation system 
prescribed under this section. The training shall, at a minimum, describe methodology, timelines, and 
data required for the evaluation system. The first training session shall occur not later than March 2,  
2016.  Beginning  in  2018,  the  training  shall  be  made  available  to  each  entity  that  sponsors  a 
community  school  by the  fifteenth day  of  July  of  each year  and shall  include guidance on any 
changes made to the evaluation system. 

(7)(a) Entities with an overall rating of "exemplary" for at least two consecutive years may 
take advantage of the following incentives: 

(i) Renewal of the written agreement with the department, not to exceed ten years, provided 
that the entity consents to continued evaluation of adherence to quality  practices as described in 
division (B)(1)(b) of this section; 

(ii) The ability  to extend the term of the contract between the sponsoring entity  and the  
community school beyond the term described in the written agreement with the department; 

(iii)  An exemption  from the  preliminary  agreement  and contract  adoption  and execution 
deadline requirements prescribed in division (D) of section 3314.02 of the Revised Code; 

(iv)  An  exemption  from  the  automatic  contract  expiration  requirement,  should  a  new 
community school fail to open by the thirtieth day of September of the calendar year in which the  
community school contract is executed; 

(v) No limit on the number of community schools the entity may sponsor; 
(vi) No territorial restrictions on sponsorship. 
An  entity  may  continue  to  sponsor  any  community  schools  with  which  it  entered  into 

agreements  under  division  (B)(7)(a)(v)  or  (vi)  of  this  section  while  rated  "exemplary," 
notwithstanding the fact that the entity later receives a lower overall rating. 

(b)(i)  Entities  that  receive  an  overall  rating  of  "ineffective"  shall  be  prohibited  from 
sponsoring any new or additional community schools during the time in which the sponsor is rated as  
"ineffective" and shall be subject to a quality improvement plan based on correcting the deficiencies  
that led to the "ineffective" rating, with timelines and benchmarks that have been established by the 
department. 

(ii) Entities that receive an overall rating of "ineffective" on their three most recent ratings  
shall have all sponsorship authority revoked. Within thirty days after receiving its third rating of  
"ineffective," the entity may appeal the revocation of its sponsorship authority to the superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  who shall  appoint  an  independent  hearing  officer  to  conduct  a  hearing  in  
accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code. The hearing shall be conducted within thirty days 
after receipt of the notice of appeal. Within forty-five days after the hearing is completed, the state 
board  of  education  shall  determine  whether  the  revocation  is  appropriate  based  on  the  hearing 
conducted by the independent hearing officer, and if determined appropriate, the revocation shall be 
confirmed. 

(c)  Entities  that  receive  an  overall  rating  of  "poor"  shall  have  all  sponsorship  authority  
revoked. Within thirty days after receiving a rating of "poor," the entity may appeal the revocation of  
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its  sponsorship  authority  to  the  superintendent  of  public  instruction,  who  shall  appoint  an 
independent hearing officer to conduct a hearing in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised 
Code. The hearing shall be conducted within thirty days after receipt of the notice of appeal. Within 
forty-five days after the hearing is completed, the state board of education shall determine whether 
the revocation is appropriate based on the hearing conducted by the independent hearing officer, and 
if determined appropriate, the revocation shall be confirmed. 

(8)  For  the  2014-2015  school  year  and  each  school  year  thereafter,  student  academic 
performance  prescribed  under  division  (B)(1)(a)  of  this  section  shall  include  student  academic 
performance  data  from  community  schools  that  primarily  serve  students  enrolled  in  a  dropout 
prevention and recovery program. 

(C) If the governing authority of a community school enters into a contract with a sponsor  
prior  to  the  date  on  which  the  sponsor  is  prohibited  from  sponsoring  additional  schools  under  
division (A) of this section and the school has not opened for operation as of that date, that contract  
shall be void and the school shall not open until the governing authority secures a new sponsor by 
entering into a contract with the new sponsor under section 3314.03 of the Revised Code. However,  
the  department's  office  of  Ohio  school  sponsorship,  established  under  section  3314.029  of  the 
Revised Code, may assume the sponsorship of the school until the earlier of the expiration of two 
school years or until a new sponsor is secured by the school's governing authority. A community  
school sponsored by the department under this division shall not be included when calculating the 
maximum number  of  directly  authorized  community  schools  permitted  under  division  (A)(3)  of 
section 3314.029 of the Revised Code. 

(D) When an entity's authority to sponsor schools is revoked pursuant to division (B)(7)(b) or 
(c) of this section, the office of Ohio school sponsorship shall assume sponsorship of any schools 
with which the original sponsor has contracted for the remainder of that school year. The office may 
continue sponsoring those schools until the earlier of: 

(1) The expiration of two school years from the time that sponsorship is revoked; 
(2) When a new sponsor is secured by the governing authority pursuant to division (C)(1) of 

section 3314.02 of the Revised Code. 
Any community school sponsored under this division shall not be counted for purposes of 

directly authorized community schools  under division (A)(3) of section 3314.029 of the Revised 
Code. 

Sec. 3314.03. A copy of every contract entered into under this section shall be filed with the 
superintendent of public instruction. The department of education shall make available on its web site  
a copy of every approved, executed contract filed with the superintendent under this section. 

(A)  Each  contract  entered  into  between  a  sponsor  and  the  governing  authority  of  a 
community school shall specify the following: 

(1) That the school shall be established as either of the following: 
(a)  A nonprofit  corporation  established  under  Chapter  1702.  of  the  Revised  Code,  if 

established prior to April 8, 2003; 
(b) A public benefit  corporation established under Chapter 1702. of the Revised Code,  if 

established after April 8, 2003. 
(2) The education program of the school, including the school's mission, the characteristics of 
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the students the school is expected to attract, the ages and grades of students, and the focus of the  
curriculum; 

(3) The academic goals to be achieved and the method of measurement that will be used to 
determine progress toward those goals, which shall include the statewide achievement assessments; 

(4) Performance standards, including but not limited to all applicable report card measures set 
forth in section 3302.03 or 3314.017 of the Revised Code, by which the success of the school will be  
evaluated by the sponsor; 

(5)  The admission  standards  of  section  3314.06  of  the  Revised  Code  and,  if  applicable,  
section 3314.061 of the Revised Code; 

(6)(a) Dismissal procedures; 
(b) A requirement that the governing authority adopt an attendance policy that includes a 

procedure for automatically withdrawing a student from the school if the student without a legitimate 
excuse fails to participate in one hundred five consecutive hours of the learning opportunities offered 
to the student. 

(7) The ways by which the school will achieve racial and ethnic balance reflective of the  
community it serves; 

(8)  Requirements  for  financial  audits  by  the  auditor  of  state.  The  contract  shall  require 
financial records of the school to be maintained in the same manner as are financial records of school  
districts,  pursuant to  rules  of  the auditor  of  state.  Audits  shall  be  conducted in  accordance with 
section 117.10 of the Revised Code. 

(9) An addendum to the contract outlining the facilities to be used that contains at least the 
following information: 

(a) A detailed description of each facility used for instructional purposes; 
(b) The annual costs associated with leasing each facility that are paid by or on behalf of the 

school; 
(c) The annual mortgage principal and interest payments that are paid by the school; 
(d) The name of the lender or landlord,  identified as  such,  and the lender's or landlord's  

relationship to the operator, if any. 
(10) Qualifications of teachers, including a requirement that the school's classroom teachers  

be  licensed in  accordance with sections 3319.22 to 3319.31 of the Revised Code,  except  that  a  
community school may engage noncertificated persons to teach up to twelve hours per week pursuant 
to section 3319.301 of the Revised Code. 

(11) That the school will comply with the following requirements: 
(a) The school will provide learning opportunities to a minimum of twenty-five students for a  

minimum of nine hundred twenty hours per school year. 
(b) The governing authority will purchase liability insurance, or otherwise provide for the 

potential liability of the school. 
(c)  The  school  will  be  nonsectarian  in  its  programs,  admission  policies,  employment 

practices,  and  all  other  operations,  and  will  not  be  operated  by  a  sectarian  school  or  religious  
institution. 

(d)  The  school  will  comply  with  sections  9.90,  9.91,  109.65,  121.22,  149.43,  2151.357, 
2151.421, 2313.19, 3301.0710, 3301.0711, 3301.0712, 3301.0715, 3301.0729, 3301.948, 3313.472, 
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3313.50, 3313.536, 3313.539, 3313.5310, 3313.608, 3313.609, 3313.6012, 3313.6013, 3313.6014, 
3313.6015,  3313.6020,  3313.643,  3313.648,  3313.6411,  3313.66,  3313.661,  3313.662,  3313.666, 
3313.667,  3313.668,  3313.67,  3313.671,  3313.672,  3313.673,  3313.69,  3313.71,  3313.716, 
3313.718,  3313.719,  3313.7112,  3313.721,  3313.80,  3313.814,  3313.816,  3313.817,  3313.86,  
3313.89, 3313.96, 3319.073, 3319.321, 3319.39, 3319.391, 3319.41, 3319.46, 3321.01, 3321.041,  
3321.13, 3321.14, 3321.17, 3321.18, 3321.19, 3321.191, 3327.10, 4111.17, 4113.52, and 5705.391 
and Chapters 117., 1347., 2744., 3365., 3742., 4112., 4123., 4141., and 4167. of the Revised Code as 
if it were a school district and will comply with section 3301.0714 of the Revised Code in the manner 
specified in section 3314.17 of the Revised Code. 

(e) The school shall comply with Chapter 102. and section 2921.42 of the Revised Code. 
(f) The school will comply with sections 3313.61, 3313.611, and 3313.614 of the Revised 

Code,  except  that for  students  who enter  ninth grade for the  first  time before  July 1,  2010,  the 
requirement in sections 3313.61 and 3313.611 of the Revised Code that a person must successfully  
complete the curriculum in any high school prior to receiving a high school diploma may be met by 
completing the curriculum adopted by the governing authority of the community school rather than 
the curriculum specified in Title XXXIII of the Revised Code or any rules of the state board of  
education. Beginning with students who enter ninth grade for the first time on or after July 1, 2010,  
the  requirement  in  sections  3313.61  and  3313.611  of  the  Revised  Code  that  a  person  must 
successfully complete the curriculum of a high school prior to receiving a high school diploma shall  
be met by completing the requirements prescribed in division (C) of section 3313.603 of the Revised  
Code, unless the person qualifies under division (D) or (F) of that section. Each school shall comply 
with the plan for awarding high school credit based on demonstration of subject area competency, 
and beginning with the 2017-2018 school year, with the updated plan that permits students enrolled 
in  seventh and eighth grade to  meet  curriculum requirements  based on subject  area  competency 
adopted by the state board of education under divisions (J)(1) and (2) of section 3313.603 of the 
Revised  Code.  Beginning  with  the  2018-2019  school  year,  the  school  shall  comply  with  the 
framework  for  granting  units  of  high  school  credit  to  students  who  demonstrate  subject  area 
competency  through  work-based  learning  experiences,  internships,  or  cooperative  education 
developed by the department under division (J)(3) of section 3313.603 of the Revised Code. 

(g) The school governing authority will  submit within four months after  the end of each  
school year a report of its activities and progress in meeting the goals and standards of divisions (A)
(3) and (4) of this  section and its  financial status to the sponsor and the parents  of all  students 
enrolled in the school. 

(h) The school, unless it is an internet- or computer-based community school, will comply 
with section 3313.801 of the Revised Code as if it were a school district. 

(i) If the school is the recipient of moneys from a grant awarded under the federal race to the  
top program, Division (A), Title XIV, Sections 14005 and 14006 of the "American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009," Pub. L. No. 111-5, 123 Stat. 115, the school will pay teachers based upon 
performance in accordance with section 3317.141 and will  comply with section 3319.111 of the 
Revised Code as if it were a school district. 

(j) If the school operates a preschool program that is licensed by the department of education 
under  sections  3301.52  to  3301.59  of  the  Revised  Code,  the  school  shall  comply  with  sections 
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3301.50  to  3301.59  of  the  Revised  Code  and  the  minimum  standards  for  preschool  programs 
prescribed in rules adopted by the state board under section 3301.53 of the Revised Code. 

(k) The school will comply with sections 3313.6021 and 3313.6023 of the Revised Code as if  
it were a school district unless it is either of the following: 

(i) An internet- or computer-based community school; 
(ii)  A community  school  in  which  a  majority  of  the  enrolled  students  are  children  with 

disabilities as described in division (A)(4)(b) of section 3314.35 of the Revised Code. 
(12) Arrangements for providing health and other benefits to employees; 
(13) The length of the contract, which shall begin at the beginning of an academic year. No 

contract shall exceed five years unless such contract has been renewed pursuant to division (E) of 
this section. 

(14) The governing authority of the school, which shall be responsible for carrying out the 
provisions of the contract; 

(15) A financial plan detailing an estimated school budget for each year of the period of the  
contract and specifying the total estimated per pupil expenditure amount for each such year. 

(16) Requirements and procedures regarding the disposition of employees of the school in the 
event the contract is terminated or not renewed pursuant to section 3314.07 of the Revised Code; 

(17) Whether the school is to be created by converting all or part of an existing public school  
or educational service center building or is to be a new start-up school, and if it is a converted public 
school or service center building, specification of any duties or responsibilities of an employer that  
the board of education or service center governing board that operated the school or building before  
conversion is delegating to the governing authority of the community school with respect to all or 
any specified group of employees provided the delegation is not prohibited by a collective bargaining 
agreement applicable to such employees; 

(18)  Provisions  establishing  procedures  for  resolving  disputes  or  differences  of  opinion 
between the sponsor and the governing authority of the community school; 

(19) A provision requiring the governing authority to adopt a policy regarding the admission 
of students who reside outside the district in which the school is located. That policy shall comply 
with the admissions procedures specified in sections 3314.06 and 3314.061 of the Revised Code and,  
at the sole discretion of the authority, shall do one of the following: 

(a) Prohibit the enrollment of students who reside outside the district in which the school is 
located; 

(b) Permit the enrollment of students who reside in districts adjacent to the district in which 
the school is located; 

(c) Permit the enrollment of students who reside in any other district in the state. 
(20) A provision recognizing the authority of the department of education to take over the  

sponsorship of the school in accordance with the provisions of division (C) of section 3314.015 of 
the Revised Code; 

(21) A provision recognizing the sponsor's  authority  to  assume the operation of a school 
under the conditions specified in division (B) of section 3314.073 of the Revised Code; 

(22) A provision recognizing both of the following: 
(a) The authority of public health and safety officials to inspect the facilities of the school and 
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to order the facilities closed if those officials find that the facilities are not in compliance with health  
and safety laws and regulations; 

(b) The authority of the department of education as the community school oversight body to 
suspend the operation of the school under section 3314.072 of the Revised Code if the department 
has evidence of conditions or violations of law at the school that pose an imminent danger to the  
health and safety of the school's students and employees and the sponsor refuses to take such action. 

(23) A description of the learning opportunities that will be offered to students including both 
classroom-based and non-classroom-based learning opportunities that is in compliance with criteria 
for student participation established by the department under division (H)(2) of section 3314.08 of 
the Revised Code; 

(24) The school will comply with sections 3302.04 and 3302.041 of the Revised Code, except 
that any action required to be taken by a school district pursuant to those sections shall be taken by  
the sponsor of the school. However, the sponsor shall not be required to take any action described in 
division (F) of section 3302.04 of the Revised Code. 

(25) Beginning in the 2006-2007 school year, the school will open for operation not later than 
the thirtieth day of September each school year, unless the mission of the school as specified under 
division (A)(2) of this section is solely to serve dropouts. In its initial year of operation, if the school 
fails to open by the thirtieth day of September, or within one year after the adoption of the contract  
pursuant to division (D) of section 3314.02 of the Revised Code if the mission of the school is solely 
to serve dropouts, the contract shall be void. 

(26) Whether the school's governing authority is planning to seek designation for the school  
as a STEM school equivalent under section 3326.032 of the Revised Code; 

(27)  That  the  school's  attendance  and  participation  policies  will  be  available  for  public 
inspection; 

(28) That the school's attendance and participation records shall be made available to the 
department of education, auditor of state, and school's sponsor to the extent permitted under and in 
accordance with the "Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974," 88 Stat. 571, 20 U.S.C. 
1232g, as amended, and any regulations promulgated under that act, and section 3319.321 of the 
Revised Code; 

(29) If a school operates using the blended learning model, as defined in section 3301.079 of 
the Revised Code, all of the following information: 

(a) An indication of what blended learning model or models will be used; 
(b) A description of how student instructional needs will be determined and documented; 
(c)  The  method  to  be  used  for  determining  competency,  granting  credit,  and  promoting 

students to a higher grade level; 
(d)  The  school's  attendance  requirements,  including  how  the  school  will  document 

participation in learning opportunities; 
(e) A statement describing how student progress will be monitored; 
(f) A statement describing how private student data will be protected; 
(g) A description of the professional development activities that will be offered to teachers. 
(30) A provision requiring that all moneys the school's operator loans to the school, including 

facilities loans or cash flow assistance, must be accounted for, documented, and bear interest at a fair 
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market rate; 
(31)  A provision  requiring  that,  if  the  governing  authority  contracts  with  an  attorney, 

accountant, or entity specializing in audits, the attorney, accountant, or entity shall be independent 
from the operator with which the school has contracted. 

(32) A provision requiring the governing authority to    adopt an enrollment and attendance   
policy that requires a   student's parent to notify the community school in which the   student is enrolled   
when there is a change in the location of   the parent's or student's primary residence.   

(33) A provision requiring the governing authority to   adopt a student residence and address   
verification policy for   students enrolling in or attending the school.  

(B) The community school shall also submit to the sponsor a comprehensive plan for the 
school. The plan shall specify the following: 

(1) The process by which the governing authority of the school will be selected in the future; 
(2) The management and administration of the school; 
(3) If the community school is a currently existing public school or educational service center 

building, alternative arrangements for current public school students who choose not to attend the 
converted school and for teachers who choose not to teach in the school or building after conversion; 

(4) The instructional program and educational philosophy of the school; 
(5) Internal financial controls. 
When submitting the  plan under  this  division,  the  school  shall  also submit  copies  of  all 

policies and procedures regarding internal financial controls adopted by the governing authority of 
the school. 

(C) A contract entered into under section 3314.02 of the Revised Code between a sponsor and 
the governing authority of a community school may provide for the community school governing  
authority to make payments to the sponsor, which is hereby authorized to receive such payments as  
set forth in the contract between the governing authority and the sponsor. The total amount of such 
payments for monitoring, oversight, and technical assistance of the school shall not exceed three per 
cent of the total amount of payments for operating expenses that the school receives from the state. 

(D) The contract shall specify the duties of the sponsor which shall be in accordance with the  
written  agreement  entered  into  with  the  department  of  education  under  division  (B)  of  section 
3314.015 of the Revised Code and shall include the following: 

(1) Monitor the community school's compliance with all laws applicable to the school and 
with the terms of the contract; 

(2)  Monitor  and  evaluate  the  academic  and fiscal  performance  and the  organization  and 
operation of the community school on at least an annual basis; 

(3) Report on an annual basis the results of the evaluation conducted under division (D)(2) of 
this section to the department of education and to the parents of students enrolled in the community  
school; 

(4) Provide technical assistance to the community school in complying with laws applicable 
to the school and terms of the contract; 

(5) Take steps to intervene in the school's operation to correct problems in the school's overall 
performance, declare the school to be on probationary status pursuant to section 3314.073 of the 
Revised Code, suspend the operation of the school pursuant to section 3314.072 of the Revised Code,  
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or  terminate  the  contract  of  the  school  pursuant  to  section  3314.07  of  the  Revised  Code  as 
determined necessary by the sponsor; 

(6)  Have in  place  a plan of  action to  be  undertaken in  the  event  the  community  school  
experiences financial difficulties or closes prior to the end of a school year. 

(E)  Upon  the  expiration  of  a  contract  entered  into  under  this  section,  the  sponsor  of  a 
community  school  may,  with  the  approval  of  the  governing  authority  of  the  school,  renew that 
contract for a period of time determined by the sponsor, but not ending earlier than the end of any 
school year, if the sponsor finds that the school's compliance with applicable laws and terms of the 
contract and the school's progress in meeting the academic goals prescribed in the contract have been  
satisfactory. Any contract that is renewed under this division remains subject to the provisions of 
sections 3314.07, 3314.072, and 3314.073 of the Revised Code. 

(F) If  a  community school  fails  to  open for operation within one year  after  the contract 
entered into under this section is adopted pursuant to division (D) of section 3314.02 of the Revised 
Code or permanently closes prior to the expiration of the contract, the contract shall be void and the 
school  shall  not  enter  into  a  contract  with  any other  sponsor.  A school  shall  not  be  considered  
permanently closed because the operations of the school have been suspended pursuant to section 
3314.072 of the Revised Code. 

Sec. 3314.11. (A) The  board of education of each city,  exempted village, and local school 
district  governing authority    of each community school established under this chapter   monthly shall 
review enrollment for  the residency records of  students enrolled in community schools established 
under this chapter and entitled to attend school in the district under section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the 
Revised Code that community school.  For  Upon    the enrollment of    each student and on an annual 
basis,  the  district  governing  authority  shall  verify  to  the  department  of  education  both  of  the 
following: 

(1) The community school in which the student is enrolled;
(2) That  the school district in which  the student is entitled to attend school  in the district 

under section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the Revised Code.
The school  district  may review the  determination  made  by    the  community  school  under   

division (A) of this section.
(B)(1) For purposes of its initial reporting of the school districts  in which  its students are 

entitled to attend school, the governing authority of a community school may shall adopt a policy that 
prescribes the number of documents listed in division (E) of this section required to verify a student's  
residency. This policy, if adopted, shall supersede any policy concerning the number of documents 
for  initial  residency  verification  adopted  by  the  district  the  student  is  entitled  to  attend.  If  a 
community school does not adopt a policy under this division, the policy of the school district in  
which the student is entitled to attend shall prevail.

(2) For purposes of the annual reporting of the school    districts  in which its students are   
entitled to attend school,    the governing authority of a community school    shall   adopt a    policy that   
prescribes the information required to verify a   student's residency. This information may be obtained   
through   any type of document, including any of the documents listed in   division (E) of this section,   
or any type of communication with   a government official authorized to provide such information.  

(C)  In  For purposes of  making the determinations  required  under this section, the school 
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district in which a parent or child resides is the location the parent or student has established as the  
primary residence and where substantial family activity takes place.

(D) If a district's community school's determination under division (A) of this section of the 
school district a student is entitled to attend under section 3313.64 or 3313.65 of the Revised Code 
differs  from a  community school's  district's  determination under division (B) of this  section,  the 
community school  that made the determination under division (A) of this    section     shall provide the 
school district that made the determination under division (A) of this section with documentation of 
the student's residency and shall make a good faith effort to accurately identify the correct residence  
of the student.

(E) For purposes of this section, the following documents may serve as evidence of primary  
residence:

(1) A deed, mortgage, lease, current home owner's or renter's insurance declaration page, or 
current real property tax bill;

(2) A utility bill or receipt of utility installation issued within ninety days of enrollment;
(3) A paycheck or paystub issued to the parent or student within ninety days of the date of  

enrollment that includes the address of the parent's or student's primary residence;
(4) The most current available bank statement issued to the parent or student that includes the  

address of the parent's or student's primary residence;
(5) Any other official document issued to the parent or student that includes the address of the  

parent's  or  student's  primary  residence.  The  superintendent  of  public  instruction  shall  develop 
guidelines for determining what qualifies as an "official document" under this division.

(F) When a student loses permanent housing and becomes a homeless child or youth, as  
defined in  42 U.S.C.  11434a,  or  when a  child  who is  such  a  homeless  child  or  youth  changes 
temporary living arrangements, the district in which the student is entitled to attend school shall be  
determined in accordance with division (F)(13) of section 3313.64 of the Revised Code and the 
"McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act," 42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.

(G) In the event of a disagreement as to which school district a student is entitled to attend, 
the community school, after complying with division (D) of this section, but not more than sixty days 
after the monthly deadline established by the department of education for reporting of community 
school enrollment, may present the matter to the superintendent of public instruction. Not later than  
thirty  days after  the community school  presents  the matter,  the state superintendent,  or  the state 
superintendent's designee, shall determine which district the student is entitled to attend and shall 
direct any necessary adjustments to payments and deductions under section 3314.08 of the Revised 
Code based on that determination.

Sec. 3781.1010.   No rule of the board of building standards for the erection, construction,   
repair, alteration, and maintenance of buildings adopted under section 3781.10 of the Revised Code 
shall require the installation of a storm shelter in any school building operated by a public or private 
school prior to September 15, 2019, or in any such school building undergoing or about to undergo 
construction, alteration, repair, or maintenance for which financing has been secured prior to that 
date. Any rule adopted by the board that conflicts with this section shall not be effective with respect 
to any school building prior to September 15, 2019.

As used in this section, "school building," "public school," and "private school" have the 
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same meanings as in section 3781.106 of the Revised Code.

SECTION 2. That existing sections 3301.0711, 3310.522,  3313.612, 3314.016, 3314.03, and 
3314.11 and section 3301.0713 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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