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133rd General Assembly
Regular Session H. B. No. 541

2019-2020
Representative Perales

Cosponsors: Representatives Butler, Lang, Miller, J., Ghanbari, Holmes, A., Kick,
Smith, K., Smith, T., Strahorn, Hambley, Abrams

A BILL

To amend section 319.38 of the Revised Code
regarding valuation adjustments for destroyed or

injured property.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 319.38 of the Revised Code be

amended to read as follows:

Sec. 319.38. Whenever it is made to appear to the county
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steh—based on an inspection by the county auditor or based on

notice provided to the county auditor by a property owner on a

form prescribed by the department of taxation, that property +s—

r—was—siEuateds—that ++£—is listed for taxation for the current
year—and has been destroyed or injured after the first day of
January of the current year, the county auditor shall
investigate the matter and adjust the valuation of the property,

on the tax list for the current year, as prescribed by divisions
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(A) through (D) of this section:

(A) If the injury or destruction occurred during the first
calendar quarter, the county auditor shall deduct from the
valuation of the property an amount that, in the county
auditor's judgment, fairly represents the extent of the injury

or destruction;

(B) If the injury or destruction occurred during the
second calendar quarter, the county auditor shall deduct from
the valuation of the property seventy-five per cent of the
amount that, in the county auditor's judgment, fairly represents

the extent of the injury or destruction;

(C) If the injury or destruction occurred during the third
calendar quarter, the county auditor shall deduct from the
valuation of the property fifty per cent of the amount that, in
the county auditor's judgment, fairly represents the extent of

the injury or destruction;

(D) If the injury or destruction occurred during the
fourth calendar quarter, the county auditor shall deduct from
the valuation of the property twenty-five per cent of the amount
that, in the county auditor's judgment, fairly represents the

extent of the injury or destruction.

No such deduction shall be made in the case of an injury

+e—or destruction ef—= buJ_ldJ_ux_d, OtJ_u\./tLAJ_C, laud, UJ_L,hGLJ_d,

Hmber;—oraamental—trees;—er—¢greves; resulting in damage of less
than one hkurdred—thousand dollars.

If an owner has not filed a form with the county auditor

but it appears to the county auditor, based on an inspection and

investigation, that the owner's property is listed for taxation

for the current yvear and has been destroyed or injured after the
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first day of January of the current yvear, the county auditor may

complete the form on behalf of an owner.

Fa—+the—-ease—of—-a deduction under division (A), (B), or (C) of
this section, +he—eath or affidavit shatl beFited—an owner

shall file the form with the county auditor, or the county

auditor shall complete the form on behalf of an owner, not later

than the thirty-first day of December of the year in which the

injury or destruction occurred. Fma—the—ecase—of—To obtain a

deduction under division (D) of this section, +the—eath—or
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££4 —+—shatt—Pe—Ffided—an owner shall file the form with the
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county auditor, or the county auditor shall complete the form on

behalf of an owner, not later than the thirty-first day of

January of the year after the year in which the injury or

destruction occurred.

The county auditor shall certify the deductions made under
this section to the county treasurer, who shall correct the tax
list and duplicate in accordance with such deductions. If the
deduction cannot be entered upon the current tax list and
duplicate, the county auditor shall proceed in the manner
prescribed under section 5715.22 of the Revised Code to refund
or credit to the taxpayer the amount of the reduction in taxes
attributable to the deduction in valuation made under this

section.

Section 2. That existing section 319.38 of the Revised

Code 1is hereby repealed.
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