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A  B I L L

To create the Volunteer Peace Officer and 

Firefighter Benefit Study Committee to examine 

disability and survivor benefits paid to 

volunteer and part-time peace officers and 

firefighters and their dependents.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Killed or disabled in the line of duty" means either 

of the following:

(a) Death or disability occurring in the line of duty;

(b) Death or disability arising from an injury sustained 

in the line of duty.

(2) "Volunteer peace officer" has the same meaning as in 

section 143.01 of the Revised Code.

(3) "Volunteer firefighter," "fire department," and 

"private volunteer fire company" have the same meanings as in 
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section 146.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) There is created the Volunteer Peace Officer and 

Firefighter Benefit Study Committee to examine benefits paid to 

volunteer peace officers and firefighters and their dependents 

when the peace officer or firefighter is killed or disabled in 

the line of duty. The Committee shall prepare a report that 

makes findings and recommendations to the General Assembly on 

all of the following:

(1) The funding of benefits paid to volunteer peace 

officers and firefighters and their dependents;

(2) The amount and duration of benefits paid to volunteer 

peace officers and firefighters and their dependents;

(3) The disparities, if any, in benefits paid to volunteer 

peace officers and firefighters and their dependents when 

compared to career peace officers and firefighters and their 

dependents; 

(4) The desirability of the General Assembly appropriating 

money to fund benefits paid to volunteer peace officers and 

firefighters and their dependents;

(5) Any legislation that would increase the benefits paid 

to volunteer peace officers and firefighters and their 

dependents or improve the administration of the benefits. 

(C) The Committee shall consist of the following members:

(1) Three members of the House of Representatives, 

appointed by the Speaker of the House of Representatives, two of 

whom shall be members of the majority party and one of whom 

shall be a member of the minority party;

(2) Three members of the Senate, appointed by the 
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President of the Senate, two of whom shall be members of the 

majority party and one of whom shall be a member of the minority 

party;

(3) One member representing the Department of Commerce 

appointed by the Director of Commerce;

(4) One member representing the Ohio Police and Fire 

Pension Fund appointed by the Board of Trustees of the Ohio 

Police and Fire Pension Fund;

(5) One member representing the Public Employees 

Retirement System appointed by the Public Employees Retirement 

Board.

(D) In appointing the members described in divisions (C)

(1) and (2) of this section, the Speaker of the House of 

Representatives and the President of the Senate shall give 

preference to the chairperson, vice-chairperson, and ranking 

members of the standing committees of the House of 

Representatives and Senate that customarily consider legislation 

regarding finance.

All members of the Committee shall be appointed as soon as 

practicable after the General Assembly has established the 

membership of its standing committees. 

(E) Seven members of the Committee constitute a quorum for 

the conduct of Committee business.

The members of the Committee shall select a chairperson 

and a vice-chairperson from among the members of the Committee.

Members of the Committee shall serve without compensation 

or reimbursement. 

Vacancies on the Committee shall be filled in the same 
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manner as original appointments.

The Legislative Service Commission shall provide 

administrative and technical support for the Committee.

(F) The Committee shall hold its first meeting not more 

than thirty days after the members appointed by the Speaker of 

the House of Representatives and President of the Senate have 

been appointed.

(G) Not later than December 31, 2021, the Committee shall 

publish its findings and recommendations and submit its report 

to the General Assembly in accordance with section 101.68 of the 

Revised Code. On submission of the report, the Committee is 

abolished.

Section 2. Section 1 of this act takes effect January 1, 

2021.
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