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3511.03, 3511.04, 3511.05, 3511.051, 3511.08,

3511.09, 3511.11, 3511.12, 3511.14, 3511.15,

3511.16, 3513.05,

3513.

3513.052, 3513.07, 3513.13,

3513.15, 17, 3513.18, 3513.191, 3513.192,

3513.22, 3513.261, 3513.30, 3513.31, 3513.311,

3513.32, 3515.01, 3517.

.05,
3599.12,

01, 3517.012,
.06,

3599.18,

3517.013,

3517.08, 3519 3599.02, 3599 3599.07,

3599.11, 3599.17, 3599.19,

3599.20, 3599.21, 3599.24, 3599.25, 3599.26,

3599.27, 3599.28, 3599.29, 3599.31, 3599.33,

3599.34, 3599.36, 3599.39, 4109.06, 4301.353,

4301.354, and 4507.06; to amend, for the purpose

of adopting a new section number as indicated in
parentheses, section 3501.012 (3511.06); to

enact new sections 3503.111 and 3509.051 and
sections 3501.291, 3505.261,

and 3505.262; and

to repeal sections 111.31, 3501.23,
3506.08,

3506.18,

3501.2¢,
3506.09,
3506.22,

3503.111, 3503.29, 3505.29,

3506.10, 3506.11, 3506.13,

3509.02, 3509.051, 3509.09, 3509.10, 3511.06,

3511.07, 3511.10, 3511.13, 3513.19, 3513.20,

3513.21, 3517.014, and 3517.016 of the Revised
Code to modify the law governing voter
registration and the method of conducting

elections.
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3501.05, 3501.051, 3501.11, 3501.13, 3501.15, 3501.17, 3501.18,
3501.21, 3501.22, 3501.221, 3501.27, 3501.28, 3501.29, 3501.30,
3501.31, 3501.32, 3501.33, 3501.34, 3501.35, 3501.36, 3501.37,
3501.38, 3501.382, 3501.90, 3503.01, 3503.02, 3503.09, 3503.10,
3503.11, 3503.12, 3503.13, 3503.14, 3503.15, 3503.16, 3503.19,
3503.20, 3503.21, 3503.23, 3503.24, 3503.26, 3503.28, 3503.30,
3503.33, 3504.01, 3504.02, 3504.04, 3504.05, 3505.01, 3505.03,
3505.06, 3505.08, 3505.10, 3505.11, 3505.12, 3505.16, 3505.17,
3505.18, 3505.181, 3505.182, 3505.183, 3505.20, 3505.21,
3505.22, 3505.23, 3505.24, 3505.26, 3505.27, 3505.28, 3505.30,
3505.31, 3505.32, 3505.331, 3506.01, 3506.02, 3506.021, 3506.03,
3506.04, 3506.05, 3506.06, 3506.07, 3506.12, 3506.14, 3506.15,
3506.19, 3506.21, 3506.23, 3509.01, 3509.021, 3509.03, 3509.04,
3509.05, 3509.06, 3509.07, 3509.08, 3511.01, 3511.011, 3511.02,
3511.021, 3511.03, 3511.04, 3511.05, 3511.051, 3511.08, 3511.009,
3511.11, 3511.12, 3511.14, 3511.15, 3511.16, 3513.05, 3513.052,
3513.07, 3513.13, 3513.15, 3513.17, 3513.18, 3513.191, 3513.192,
3513.22, 3513.261, 3513.30, 3513.31, 3513.311, 3513.32, 3515.01,
3517.01, 3517.012, 3517.013, 3517.08, 3519.05, 3599.02, 3599.06,
3599.07, 3599.11, 3599.12, 3599.17, 3599.18, 3599.19, 3599.20,
3599.21, 3599.24, 3599.25, 3599.26, 3599.27, 3599.28, 3599.29,
3599.31, 3599.33, 3599.34, 3599.36, 3599.39, 4109.06, 4301.353,
4301.354, and 4507.06 be amended; section 3501.012 (3511.06) be
amended for the purpose of adopting a new section number as
indicated in parentheses; and new sections 3503.111 and 3509.051
and sections 3501.291, 3505.261, and 3505.262 of the Revised

Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 111.26. (A) It is hereby declared to be a public
purpose and function of the state to facilitate the conduct of

elections by assisting boards of elections in acquiring state

capital facilities consisting of wetimeg—maechimesr—marking
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devices+ and automatic tabulating equipment certified for use in

this state under section 3506.05 of the Revised Code. Those

otirg—maehines;—marking devicesy and automatic tabulating
equipment are designated as capital facilities under Chapter
154. of the Revised Code. The treasurer of state is authorized
to issue revenue obligations under section 154.24 of the Revised
Code to pay all or part of the cost of those state capital

facilities as are designated by law.

Boards of elections, due to their responsibilities related
to the proper conduct of elections under state law, are
designated as state agencies having jurisdiction over those
state capital facilities financed in part pursuant to this

section and Chapter 154. of the Revised Code. It is hereby

determined and declared that wetimg—maehines;—marking devicess—
and automatic tabulating equipment financed in part under this
section are for the purpose of housing agencies of state

government, their functions and equipment.

(B) A county shall contribute to the cost of capital

facilities authorized under this section as provided below.

(C) Any lease of capital facilities authorized by this
section, the rentals of which are payable in whole or in part
from appropriations made by the general assembly, 1is governed by
Chapter 154. of the Revised Code. Such rentals constitute
available receipts as defined in section 154.24 of the Revised
Code and may be pledged for the payment of bond service charges

as provided in Chapter 154. of the Revised Code.

(D) The county voting maehime—egquipment revolving
lease/loan fund is hereby created in the state treasury. The
fund shall consist of the net proceeds of obligations issued

under Chapter 154. of the Revised Code to finance a portion of
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those state capital facilities described in division (A) of this
section, as needed to ensure sufficient moneys to support
appropriations from the fund. Lease payments from counties made
for those capital facilities financed in part from the fund and
interest earnings on the balance in the fund shall be credited
to the fund. The fund shall also receive any other authorized
transfers of cash. Moneys in the fund shall be used for the
purpose of acquiring a portion of additional capital facilities
described in division (A) of this section at the request of the

applicable board of elections.

Participation in the fund by a board of county

commissioners shall be voluntary.

The secretary of state shall administer the county voting
maehine—equipment revolving lease/loan fund in accordance with
this section and shall enter into any lease or other agreement
with the department of administrative services, the Ohio public
facilities commission, or any board of elections necessary or

appropriate to accomplish the purposes of this section.

(E) Acquisitions made under this section shall provide not
more than fifty per cent of the estimated total cost of a board

of county commissioners' purchase of wetimg—machimesy,—marking

devices+ and automatic tabulating egquipment.

The secretary of state shall adopt rules for the
implementation of the acquisition and revolving lease/loan
program established under this section, which rules shall
require that the secretary of state approve any acquisition of
Foting—machines;—marking devices+ and automatic tabulating
equipment using money made available under this section. An
acquisition for any one board of county commissioners shall not

exceed five million dollars and shall be made only for equipment
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purchased on or after March 31, 2008. Any costs incurred on or
after January 1, 2008, may be considered as the county cost
percentage for the purpose of an acquisition made under this

section.

Counties shall lease from the secretary of state the
capital facilities financed in part from the county voting
maehime—equipment revolving lease/loan fund and may enter into
any agreements required under the applicable bond proceedings.

All

equipment purchased through this fund shall remain the property
of the state until all payments under the applicable county
lease have been made at which time ownership shall transfer to

the county. Costs associated with the maintenance, repair, and

Operation of the UtJ‘_ll\j Jllcl.\_,hJ._J.JCQ, uLaJ_}\J‘_u\j e J‘.pco, At autuulatj_\,
tabutating—equipment purchased under this section shall be the
responsibility of the participating boards of elections and

boards of county commissioners.

Such lease may obligate the counties, as using state
agencies under Chapter 154. of the Revised Code, to operate the
capital facilities for such period of time as may be specified
by law and to pay such rent as the secretary of state determines
to be appropriate. Notwithstanding any other provision of the
Revised Code to the contrary, any county may enter into such a
lease, and any such lease is legally sufficient to obligate the
county for the term stated in the lease. Any such lease
constitutes an agreement described in division (D) of section

154.06 of the Revised Code.
(F) As used in this section:

(1) "Automatic tabulating equipment+" and "marking

devices+" apd—vweotingmaechine™ have the same meanings as in
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section 3506.01 of the Revised Code. 171

(2) "Equipment" has the same meaning as in section 3506.05 172
of the Revised Code. 173

Sec. 111.44. (A) A program participant who is eligible to 174
vote may apply to the board of elections of the county in which 175
the program participant resides to request that the program 176
participant's voter registration record be kept confidential. 177
The program participant shall submit an application to the 178
director of the board of elections, on a form prescribed by the 179
secretary of state, that includes all of the following: 180

(1) The information required under section 3503.14 of the 181
Revised Code to register to vote; 182

(2) The program participant's program participant 183
identification number; 184

(3) If the program participant is currently registered to 185
vote at another address, the address at which the program 186
participant is registered to vote and a statement that, if the 187
program participant is registered in another county or state, 188
the program participant authorizes the director to instruct the 189
appropriate authority to cancel the program participant's 190
existing voter registration; 191

(4) A statement that the program participant understands 192
all of the following: 193

(a) That during the time the program participant chooses 194
to have a confidential voter registration record, the program 195
participant may vote only by absemst—veterls—mail ballots; 196

(b) That the program participant may provide the program 197

participant's program participant identification number instead 198
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of the program participant's residence address on an application 199
for absenrt—weter'ts—mail ballots or on an absent—veter'ls ballet 200
identification envelope statement of voter; 201

(c) That casting any ballot in person will reveal the 202
program participant's precinct and residence address to preeimet— 203
election officials amd—employvees——of—+the boardeof—eleetions—and 204
may reveal the program participant's precinct or residence 205
address to members of the public; 206

(d) That if the program participant signs an election 207
petition, the program participant's residence address will be 208
made available to the public. 209

(B) (1) A program participant who is not currently 210
registered to vote in this state must submit an application 211
under this section not later than the thirtieth day before the 212
day of an election in order to be eligible to vote in that 213
election, as provided in sections 3503.01 and 3503.19 of the 214
Revised Code. 215

(2) A program participant who is currently registered to 216
vote in this state may submit an application under this section 217
at any time to request that the program participant's voter 218
registration record be kept confidential. 219

(C) Upon the receipt by the director of the board of 220
elections of a valid application under division (A) of this 221
section, all of the following shall apply: 222

(1) The director or the deputy director shall contact the 223
secretary of state to confirm that the program participant 224
identification number provided on the application matches the 225
number the secretary of state issued to the program participant. 226

(2) The application shall be treated as the program 227



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

participant's voter registration form. The form shall be stored
in a secure manner, such that only the members of the board of
elections, the director, and the deputy director have access to

the form and to the residence address contained in the form.

(3) The director or the deputy director shall record the
program participant's program participant identification number
in the statewide voter registration database and the official
registration list instead of the program participant's residence

address and precinct.

(4) If the program participant is currently registered to
vote in the county, the director or the deputy director shall do

all of the following:

(a) Remove the residence address and precinct information
from the program participant's voter registration record, the
statewide voter registration database, and the official

registration list;

(b) Remove the program participant's name and registration
information from any pollbook, poll list, or signature pollbook
in which it appears and from any publicly available registration

list in which it appears.

(5) If the program participant is currently registered to
vote in another county, the director or the deputy director
shall notify the board of elections of the county in which the
program participant is registered to cancel the program

participant's registration.

(6) If the program participant is currently registered to
vote in another state, the director or the deputy director shall
notify the appropriate authority in that state to cancel the

program participant's registration.
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(7) The director or the deputy director shall promptly
send an acknowledgment notice to the program participant on a

form prescribed by the secretary of state.

(D) (1) (a) The residence address or precinct of a program
participant who has a confidential voter registration record, as
described in this section, shall not appear in the statewide
voter registration database or in the official registration
list. The program participant's program participant

identification number shall appear in place of that information.

(b) No information concerning the program participant,
including the program participant's name, shall be included in

any pollbook, poll list, or signature pollbook.

(c) No information concerning the program participant,
including the program participant's name, shall be included in
the version of the statewide voter registration database that is
available to the public or in any version of an official

registration list that is available to the public.

(2) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Revised

Code, a program participant who has a confidential voter

registration record may vote only by—eastingabsent—voter'ls
J

battets mail.

(3) Not later than the forty-fifth day before the day of
an election, the secretary of state shall mail a notice to each
program participant who has a confidential voter registration
record. The notice shall inform the program participant of all

of the following:

(a) That if the program participant wishes to vote in the

election, the program participant should cast absent—oter's

mail ballots—ky—maid;
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(b) The procedure for the program participant to cast

absert—voterts—mail ballots;

(c) That casting any ballot in person will reveal the

program participant's precinct and residence address to preeimet—

election officials amd—employvees——ofthe boardeof—eleetions—and

may reveal the program participant's precinct or residence

address to members of the public.

(E) (1) A program participant who has a confidential wvoter
registration record and who has had a change of name—e®, change

of address, or change of political party affiliation may submit

an application under division (A) of this section that includes
the program participant's updated information. The director or
the deputy director shall treat that application as a notice of

change of name—e*, change of address, or change of political

party affiliation.

(2) If the program participant currently resides in that
county, the director or the deputy director shall replace the
program participant's existing registration form with the new

registration form.

(3) If the program participant currently resides in
another county in this state, the director or the deputy
director shall cancel the program participant's existing
registration form and shall transmit the program participant's
new registration form to the director of the board of elections
of the county in which the elector currently resides, and the
new registration form shall be processed in accordance with

division (C) of this section.

(F) A person who has a confidential voter registration

record and who ceases being a program participant or who wishes
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to cease having a confidential voter registration record shall
submit an application, on a form prescribed by the secretary of

state, that includes all of the following:

(1) The information required under section 3503.14 of the

Revised Code to register to vote;

(2) The person's program participant identification

number;

(3) A statement that the person has ceased being a program
participant or that the person wishes to cease having a

confidential voter registration record;

(4) A statement that the director should do one of the

following:

(a) Treat the person's existing voter registration form in

the same manner as other voter registration forms;
(b) Cancel the person's voter registration.

(G) (1) Upon receiving a valid application under division
(F) of this section from a person who wishes the board of
elections to treat the person's existing voter registration form
in the same manner as other voter registration forms, or upon
receiving a notice from the secretary of state under division
(B) of section 111.45 of the Revised Code concerning a person
who has a confidential voter registration record, the director

or the deputy director shall do all of the following:

(a) Store the person's voter registration form in the same

manner as other voter registration forms;

(b) Remove the person's program participant identification
number from the person's registration form and from the

statewide voter registration database;
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(c) Ensure that the statewide voter registration database
and any poll list, pollbook, or registration list accurately

reflect the person's current name and registration information.

(2) Notwithstanding any contrary provision of section
3503.01 of the Revised Code, if the director receives an
application or notice described in division (G) (1) of this
section concerning an elector less than thirty days before the
day of an election, the elector shall be eligible to vote in

that election.

(H) Upon receiving a valid application under division (F)
of this section from a person who wishes to have the person's
voter registration canceled, the director or the deputy director

shall cancel the person's voter registration.

Sec. 124.57. (A) No officer or employee in the classified
service of the state, the several counties, cities, and city
school districts of the state, or the civil service townships of
the state shall directly or indirectly, orally or by letter,
solicit or receive, or be in any manner concerned in soliciting
or receiving, any assessment, subscription, or contribution for
any political party or for any candidate for public office; nor
shall any person solicit directly or indirectly, orally or by
letter, or be in any manner concerned in soliciting, any such
assessment, contribution, or payment from any officer or
employee in the classified service of the state, the several
counties, cities, or city school districts of the state, or the
civil service townships of the state; nor shall any officer or
employee in the classified service of the state, the several
counties, cities, and city school districts of the state, or the
civil service townships of the state be an officer in any

political organization or take part in politics other than to
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vote as the officer or employee pleases and to express freely

political opinions.

(B) (1) Nothing in division (A) of this section prohibits
an officer or employee described in that division from serving
as a—preeinet—an election official under section 3501.22 of the

Revised Code.

(2) Nothing in division (A) of this section prohibits an
employee of OSU extension whose position is transferred from the
unclassified civil service to the classified civil service and
who also holds the office of president of a city legislative
authority from completing the existing term of office as

president.
Sec. 149.43. (A) As used in this section:

(1) "Public record" means records kept by any public
office, including, but not limited to, state, county, city,
village, township, and school district units, and records
pertaining to the delivery of educational services by an
alternative school in this state kept by the nonprofit or for-
profit entity operating the alternative school pursuant to
section 3313.533 of the Revised Code. "Public record" does not

mean any of the following:
(a) Medical records;

(b) Records pertaining to probation and parole
proceedings, to proceedings related to the imposition of
community control sanctions and post-release control sanctions,
or to proceedings related to determinations under section
2967.271 of the Revised Code regarding the release or maintained

incarceration of an offender to whom that section applies;

(c) Records pertaining to actions under section 2151.85
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and division (C) of section 2919.121 of the Revised Code and to

appeals of actions arising under those sections;

(d) Records pertaining to adoption proceedings, including
the contents of an adoption file maintained by the department of

health under sections 3705.12 to 3705.124 of the Revised Code;

(e) Information in a record contained in the putative
father registry established by section 3107.062 of the Revised
Code, regardless of whether the information is held by the
department of job and family services or, pursuant to section
3111.69 of the Revised Code, the office of child support in the

department or a child support enforcement agency;

(f) Records specified in division (A) of section 3107.52

of the Revised Code;
(g) Trial preparation records;
(h) Confidential law enforcement investigatory records;

(1) Records containing information that is confidential

under section 2710.03 or 4112.05 of the Revised Code;

(7) DNA records stored in the DNA database pursuant to

section 109.573 of the Revised Code;

(k) Inmate records released by the department of
rehabilitation and correction to the department of youth
services or a court of record pursuant to division (E) of

section 5120.21 of the Revised Code;

(1) Records maintained by the department of youth services
pertaining to children in its custody released by the department
of youth services to the department of rehabilitation and

correction pursuant to section 5139.05 of the Revised Code;
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(m) Intellectual property records;
(n) Donor profile records;

(0) Records maintained by the department of job and family

services pursuant to section 3121.894 of the Revised Code;

(p) Designated public service worker residential and

familial information;

(q) In the case of a county hospital operated pursuant to
Chapter 339. of the Revised Code or a municipal hospital
operated pursuant to Chapter 749. of the Revised Code,
information that constitutes a trade secret, as defined in

section 1333.61 of the Revised Code;

(r) Information pertaining to the recreational activities

of a person under the age of eighteen;

(s) In the case of a child fatality review board acting
under sections 307.621 to 307.629 of the Revised Code or a
review conducted pursuant to guidelines established by the
director of health under section 3701.70 of the Revised Code,
records provided to the board or director, statements made by
board members during meetings of the board or by persons
participating in the director's review, and all work products of
the board or director, and in the case of a child fatality
review board, child fatality review data submitted by the board
to the department of health or a national child death review
database, other than the report prepared pursuant to division

(A) of section 307.626 of the Revised Code;

(t) Records provided to and statements made by the
executive director of a public children services agency or a
prosecuting attorney acting pursuant to section 5153.171 of the

Revised Code other than the information released under that
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section;

(u) Test materials, examinations, or evaluation tools used
in an examination for licensure as a nursing home administrator
that the board of executives of long-term services and supports
administers under section 4751.15 of the Revised Code or
contracts under that section with a private or government entity

to administer;

(v) Records the release of which is prohibited by state or

federal law;

(w) Proprietary information of or relating to any person
that is submitted to or compiled by the Ohio venture capital

authority created under section 150.01 of the Revised Code;

(x) Financial statements and data any person submits for
any purpose to the Ohio housing finance agency or the
controlling board in connection with applying for, receiving, or
accounting for financial assistance from the agency, and
information that identifies any individual who benefits directly

or indirectly from financial assistance from the agency;
(y) Records listed in section 5101.29 of the Revised Code;

(z) Discharges recorded with a county recorder under
section 317.24 of the Revised Code, as specified in division (B)

(2) of that section;

(aa) Usage information including names and addresses of
specific residential and commercial customers of a municipally

owned or operated public utility;

(bb) Records described in division (C) of section 187.04
of the Revised Code that are not designated to be made available

to the public as provided in that division;
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(cc) Information and records that are made confidential,
privileged, and not subject to disclosure under divisions (B)

and (C) of section 2949.221 of the Revised Code;

(dd) Personal information, as defined in section 149.45 of

the Revised Code;

(ee) The confidential name, address, and other personally
identifiable information of a program participant in the address
confidentiality program established under sections 111.41 to

111.47 of the Revised Code, including the contents of any

application for aksempt—oterls—mail ballots, abksenpt—oterls—mail

ballot identification envelope statement of voter, or
provisional ballot affirmation completed by a program
participant who has a confidential voter registration record,
and records or portions of records pertaining to that program
that identify the number of program participants that reside
within a precinct, ward, township, municipal corporation,
county, or any other geographic area smaller than the state. As
used in this division, "confidential address" and "program
participant”™ have the meaning defined in section 111.41 of the

Revised Code.

(ff) Orders for active military service of an individual
serving or with previous service in the armed forces of the
United States, including a reserve component, or the Ohio
organized militia, except that, such order becomes a public
record on the day that is fifteen years after the published date

or effective date of the call to order;

(gg) The name, address, contact information, or other
personal information of an individual who is less than eighteen
years of age that is included in any record related to a traffic

accident involving a school vehicle in which the individual was
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an occupant at the time of the accident;

(hh) Protected health information, as defined in 45 C.F.R.
160.103, that is in a claim for payment for a health care
product, service, or procedure, as well as any other health
claims data in another document that reveals the identity of an
individual who is the subject of the data or could be used to

reveal that individual's identity;

(ii) Any depiction by photograph, film, videotape, or
printed or digital image under either of the following

circumstances:

(i) The depiction is that of a victim of an offense the
release of which would be, to a reasonable person of ordinary
sensibilities, an offensive and objectionable intrusion into the

victim's expectation of bodily privacy and integrity.

(ii) The depiction captures or depicts the victim of a
sexually oriented offense, as defined in section 2950.01 of the

Revised Code, at the actual occurrence of that offense.

(77J) Restricted portions of a body-worn camera or

dashboard camera recording;

(kk) In the case of a fetal-infant mortality review board
acting under sections 3707.70 to 3707.77 of the Revised Code,
records, documents, reports, or other information presented to
the board or a person abstracting such materials on the board's
behalf, statements made by review board members during board
meetings, all work products of the board, and data submitted by
the board to the department of health or a national infant death
review database, other than the report prepared pursuant to

section 3707.77 of the Revised Code.

(11) Records, documents, reports, or other information
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presented to the pregnancy-associated mortality review board 545
established under section 3738.01 of the Revised Code, 546
statements made by board members during board meetings, all work 547
products of the board, and data submitted by the board to the 548
department of health, other than the biennial reports prepared 549
under section 3738.08 of the Revised Code; 550

(mm) Telephone numbers for a victim, as defined in section 551
2930.01 of the Revised Code, a witness to a crime, or a party to 552
a motor vehicle accident subject to the requirements of section 553
5502.11 of the Revised Code that are listed on any law 554
enforcement record or report, other than when requested by an 555
insurer or insurance agent investigating an insurance claim 556
resulting from a motor vehicle accident. 557

A record that is not a public record under division (A) (1) 558
of this section and that, under law, is permanently retained 559
becomes a public record on the day that is seventy-five years 560
after the day on which the record was created, except for any 561
record protected by the attorney-client privilege, a trial 562
preparation record as defined in this section, a statement 563
prohibiting the release of identifying information signed under 564
section 3107.083 of the Revised Code, a denial of release form 565
filed pursuant to section 3107.46 of the Revised Code, or any 566
record that is exempt from release or disclosure under section 567
149.433 of the Revised Code. If the record is a birth 568
certificate and a biological parent's name redaction request 569
form has been accepted under section 3107.391 of the Revised 570
Code, the name of that parent shall be redacted from the birth 571
certificate before it is released under this paragraph. If any 572
other section of the Revised Code establishes a time period for 573
disclosure of a record that conflicts with the time period 574

specified in this section, the time period in the other section 575
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prevails.

(2) "Confidential law enforcement investigatory record"
means any record that pertains to a law enforcement matter of a
criminal, quasi-criminal, civil, or administrative nature, but
only to the extent that the release of the record would create a

high probability of disclosure of any of the following:

(a) The identity of a suspect who has not been charged
with the offense to which the record pertains, or of an
information source or witness to whom confidentiality has been

reasonably promised;

(b) Information provided by an information source or
witness to whom confidentiality has been reasonably promised,
which information would reasonably tend to disclose the source's

or witness's identity;

(c) Specific confidential investigatory techniques or

procedures or specific investigatory work product;

(d) Information that would endanger the life or physical
safety of law enforcement personnel, a crime victim, a witness,

or a confidential information source.

(3) "Medical record" means any document or combination of
documents, except births, deaths, and the fact of admission to
or discharge from a hospital, that pertains to the medical
history, diagnosis, prognosis, or medical condition of a patient
and that is generated and maintained in the process of medical

treatment.

(4) "Trial preparation record" means any record that
contains information that is specifically compiled in reasonable
anticipation of, or in defense of, a civil or criminal action or

proceeding, including the independent thought processes and
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personal trial preparation of an attorney. 605

(5) "Intellectual property record" means a record, other 606
than a financial or administrative record, that is produced or 607
collected by or for faculty or staff of a state institution of 608
higher learning in the conduct of or as a result of study or 609
research on an educational, commercial, scientific, artistic, 610
technical, or scholarly issue, regardless of whether the study 611
or research was sponsored by the institution alone or in 612
conjunction with a governmental body or private concern, and 613
that has not been publicly released, published, or patented. 614

(6) "Donor profile record" means all records about donors 615
or potential donors to a public institution of higher education 616
except the names and reported addresses of the actual donors and 617
the date, amount, and conditions of the actual donation. 618

(7) "Designated public service worker" means a peace 619
officer, parole officer, probation officer, bailiff, prosecuting 620
attorney, assistant prosecuting attorney, correctional employee, 621
county or multicounty corrections officer, community-based 622
correctional facility employee, youth services employee, 623
firefighter, EMT, medical director or member of a cooperating 624
physician advisory board of an emergency medical service 625
organization, state board of pharmacy employee, investigator of 626
the bureau of criminal identification and investigation, judge, 627
magistrate, or federal law enforcement officer. 628

(8) "Designated public service worker residential and 629
familial information" means any information that discloses any 630
of the following about a designated public service worker: 631

(a) The address of the actual personal residence of a 632

designated public service worker, except for the following 633
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information:

(i) The address of the actual personal residence of a

prosecuting attorney or judge; and

(ii) The state or political subdivision in which a

designated public service worker resides.

(b) Information compiled from referral to or participation

in an employee assistance program;

(c) The social security number, the residential telephone
number, any bank account, debit card, charge card, or credit
card number, or the emergency telephone number of, or any
medical information pertaining to, a designated public service

worker;

(d) The name of any beneficiary of employment benefits,
including, but not limited to, life insurance benefits, provided
to a designated public service worker by the designated public

service worker's employer;

(e) The identity and amount of any charitable or
employment benefit deduction made by the designated public
service worker's employer from the designated public service
worker's compensation, unless the amount of the deduction is

required by state or federal law;

(f) The name, the residential address, the name of the
employer, the address of the employer, the social security
number, the residential telephone number, any bank account,
debit card, charge card, or credit card number, or the emergency
telephone number of the spouse, a former spouse, or any child of

a designated public service worker;

(g) A photograph of a peace officer who holds a position
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or has an assignment that may include undercover or plain
clothes positions or assignments as determined by the peace

officer's appointing authority.

(9) As used in divisions (A) (7) and (15) to (17) of this

section:

"Peace officer" has the meaning defined in section 109.71
of the Revised Code and also includes the superintendent and
troopers of the state highway patrol; it does not include the
sheriff of a county or a supervisory employee who, in the
absence of the sheriff, is authorized to stand in for, exercise

the authority of, and perform the duties of the sheriff.

"Correctional employee" means any employee of the
department of rehabilitation and correction who in the course of
performing the employee's job duties has or has had contact with

inmates and persons under supervision.

"County or multicounty corrections officer" means any
corrections officer employed by any county or multicounty

correctional facility.

"Youth services employee" means any employee of the
department of youth services who in the course of performing the
employee's job duties has or has had contact with children

committed to the custody of the department of youth services.

"Firefighter" means any regular, paid or volunteer, member
of a lawfully constituted fire department of a municipal

corporation, township, fire district, or village.

"EMT" means EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, and paramedics that
provide emergency medical services for a public emergency
medical service organization. "Emergency medical service

organization," "EMT-basic," "EMT-I," and "paramedic" have the
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meanings defined in section 4765.01 of the Revised Code.

"Investigator of the bureau of criminal identification and
investigation" has the meaning defined in section 2903.11 of the

Revised Code.

"Federal law enforcement officer" has the meaning defined

in section 9.88 of the Revised Code.

(10) "Information pertaining to the recreational
activities of a person under the age of eighteen" means
information that is kept in the ordinary course of business by a
public office, that pertains to the recreational activities of a
person under the age of eighteen years, and that discloses any

of the following:

(a) The address or telephone number of a person under the
age of eighteen or the address or telephone number of that
person's parent, guardian, custodian, or emergency contact

person;

(b) The social security number, birth date, or

photographic image of a person under the age of eighteen;

(c) Any medical record, history, or information pertaining

to a person under the age of eighteen;

(d) Any additional information sought or required about a
person under the age of eighteen for the purpose of allowing
that person to participate in any recreational activity
conducted or sponsored by a public office or to use or obtain
admission privileges to any recreational facility owned or

operated by a public office.

(11) "Community control sanction" has the meaning defined

in section 2929.01 of the Revised Code.
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(12) "Post-release control sanction”" has the meaning

defined in section 2967.01 of the Revised Code.

(13) "Redaction" means obscuring or deleting any
information that is exempt from the duty to permit public
inspection or copying from an item that otherwise meets the

definition of a "record" in section 149.011 of the Revised Code.

(14) "Designee," "elected official," and "future official"

have the meanings defined in section 109.43 of the Revised Code.

(15) "Body-worn camera" means a visual and audio recording
device worn on the person of a peace officer while the peace
officer is engaged in the performance of the peace officer's

duties.

(16) "Dashboard camera" means a visual and audio recording
device mounted on a peace officer's vehicle or vessel that is
used while the peace officer is engaged in the performance of

the peace officer's duties.

(17) "Restricted portions of a body-worn camera or
dashboard camera recording" means any visual or audio portion of
a body-worn camera or dashboard camera recording that shows,

communicates, or discloses any of the following:

(a) The image or identity of a child or information that
could lead to the identification of a child who is a primary
subject of the recording when the law enforcement agency knows
or has reason to know the person is a child based on the law

enforcement agency's records or the content of the recording;

(b) The death of a person or a deceased person's body,
unless the death was caused by a peace officer or, subject to
division (H) (1) of this section, the consent of the decedent's

executor or administrator has been obtained;
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(c) The death of a peace officer, firefighter, paramedic,
or other first responder, occurring while the decedent was
engaged in the performance of official duties, unless, subject
to division (H) (1) of this section, the consent of the

decedent's executor or administrator has been obtained;

(d) Grievous bodily harm, unless the injury was effected
by a peace officer or, subject to division (H) (1) of this
section, the consent of the injured person or the injured

person's guardian has been obtained;

(e) An act of severe violence against a person that
results in serious physical harm to the person, unless the act
and injury was effected by a peace officer or, subject to
division (H) (1) of this section, the consent of the injured

person or the injured person's guardian has been obtained;

(f) Grievous bodily harm to a peace officer, firefighter,
paramedic, or other first responder, occurring while the injured
person was engaged in the performance of official duties,
unless, subject to division (H) (1) of this section, the consent
of the injured person or the injured person's guardian has been

obtained;

(g) An act of severe violence resulting in serious
physical harm against a peace officer, firefighter, paramedic,
or other first responder, occurring while the injured person was
engaged in the performance of official duties, unless, subject
to division (H) (1) of this section, the consent of the injured

person or the injured person's guardian has been obtained;

(h) A person's nude body, unless, subject to division (H)

(1) of this section, the person's consent has been obtained;

(1) Protected health information, the identity of a person
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in a health care facility who is not the subject of a law
enforcement encounter, or any other information in a health care
facility that could identify a person who is not the subject of

a law enforcement encounter;

(7) Information that could identify the alleged victim of

a sex offense, menacing by stalking, or domestic violence;

(k) Information, that does not constitute a confidential
law enforcement investigatory record, that could identify a
person who provides sensitive or confidential information to a
law enforcement agency when the disclosure of the person's
identity or the information provided could reasonably be
expected to threaten or endanger the safety or property of the

person oOr another rersony

(1) Personal information of a person who is not arrested,

cited, charged, or issued a written warning by a peace officer;

(m) Proprietary police contingency plans or tactics that
are intended to prevent crime and maintain public order and

safety;

(n) A personal conversation unrelated to work between
peace officers or between a peace officer and an employee of a

law enforcement agency;

(0) A conversation between a peace officer and a member of

the public that does not concern law enforcement activities;

(p) The interior of a residence, unless the interior of a
residence is the location of an adversarial encounter with, or a

use of force by, a peace officer;

(q) Any portion of the interior of a private business that

is not open to the public, unless an adversarial encounter with,
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or a use of force by, a peace officer occurs in that location.
As used in division (A) (17) of this section:

"Grievous bodily harm" has the same meaning as in section

5924.120 of the Revised Code.

"Health care facility" has the same meaning as in section

1337.11 of the Revised Code.

"Protected health information”" has the same meaning as in

45 C.F.R. 160.103.

"Law enforcement agency" has the same meaning as in

section 2925.61 of the Revised Code.

"Personal information" means any government-issued
identification number, date of birth, address, financial
information, or criminal justice information from the law

enforcement automated data system or similar databases.

"Sex offense" has the same meaning as in section 2907.10

of the Revised Code.

"Firefighter," "paramedic," and "first responder" have the

same meanings as in section 4765.01 of the Revised Code.

(18) "Insurer" and "insurance agent" have the same

meanings as in section 3905.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) (1) Upon request and subject to division (B) (8) of this
section, all public records responsive to the request shall be
promptly prepared and made available for inspection to any
person at all reasonable times during regular business hours.
Subject to division (B) (8) of this section, upon request by any
person, a public office or person responsible for public records

shall make copies of the requested public record available to

Page 29

805

806

807
808

809
810

811
812

813
814

815
816
817
818

819
820

821
822

823
824

825
826
827
828
829
830
831



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

the requester at cost and within a reasonable period of time. If
a public record contains information that is exempt from the
duty to permit public inspection or to copy the public record,
the public office or the person responsible for the public
record shall make available all of the information within the
public record that is not exempt. When making that public record
available for public inspection or copying that public record,
the public office or the person responsible for the public
record shall notify the requester of any redaction or make the
redaction plainly visible. A redaction shall be deemed a denial
of a request to inspect or copy the redacted information, except
if federal or state law authorizes or requires a public office

to make the redaction.

(2) To facilitate broader access to public records, a
public office or the person responsible for public records shall
organize and maintain public records in a manner that they can
be made available for inspection or copying in accordance with
division (B) of this section. A public office also shall have
available a copy of its current records retention schedule at a
location readily available to the public. If a requester makes
an ambiguous or overly broad request or has difficulty in making
a request for copies or inspection of public records under this
section such that the public office or the person responsible
for the requested public record cannot reasonably identify what
public records are being requested, the public office or the
person responsible for the requested public record may deny the
request but shall provide the requester with an opportunity to
revise the request by informing the requester of the manner in
which records are maintained by the public office and accessed
in the ordinary course of the public office's or person's

duties.
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(3) If a request is ultimately denied, in part or in 863
whole, the public office or the person responsible for the 864
requested public record shall provide the requester with an 865
explanation, including legal authority, setting forth why the 866
request was denied. If the initial request was provided in 867
writing, the explanation also shall be provided to the requester 868
in writing. The explanation shall not preclude the public office 869
or the person responsible for the requested public record from 870
relying upon additional reasons or legal authority in defending 871
an action commenced under division (C) of this section. 872

(4) Unless specifically required or authorized by state or 873
federal law or in accordance with division (B) of this section, 874
no public office or person responsible for public records may 875
limit or condition the availability of public records by 876
requiring disclosure of the requester's identity or the intended 877
use of the requested public record. Any requirement that the 878
requester disclose the requester's identity or the intended use 879
of the requested public record constitutes a denial of the 880
request. 881

(5) A public office or person responsible for public 882
records may ask a requester to make the request in writing, may 883
ask for the requester's identity, and may inquire about the 884
intended use of the information requested, but may do so only 885
after disclosing to the requester that a written request is not 886
mandatory, that the requester may decline to reveal the 887
requester's identity or the intended use, and when a written 888
request or disclosure of the identity or intended use would 889
benefit the requester by enhancing the ability of the public 890
office or person responsible for public records to identify, 891

locate, or deliver the public records sought by the requester. 892
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(6) If any person requests a copy of a public record in 893
accordance with division (B) of this section, the public office 894
or person responsible for the public record may require that 895
person to pay in advance the cost involved in providing the copy 896
of the public record in accordance with the choice made by the 897
person requesting the copy under this division. The public 898
office or the person responsible for the public record shall 899
permit that person to choose to have the public record 900
duplicated upon paper, upon the same medium upon which the 901
public office or person responsible for the public record keeps 902
it, or upon any other medium upon which the public office or 903
person responsible for the public record determines that it 904
reasonably can be duplicated as an integral part of the normal 905
operations of the public office or person responsible for the 906
public record. When the person requesting the copy makes a 907
choice under this division, the public office or person 908
responsible for the public record shall provide a copy of it in 909
accordance with the choice made by that person. Nothing in this 910
section requires a public office or person responsible for the 911
public record to allow the person requesting a copy of the 912
public record to make the copies of the public record. 913

(7) (a) Upon a request made in accordance with division (B) 914
of this section and subject to division (B) (6) of this section, 915
a public office or person responsible for public records shall 916
transmit a copy of a public record to any person by United 917
States mail or by any other means of delivery or transmission 918
within a reasonable period of time after receiving the request 919
for the copy. The public office or person responsible for the 920
public record may require the person making the request to pay 921
in advance the cost of postage if the copy is transmitted by 922

United States mail or the cost of delivery if the copy is 923
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transmitted other than by United States mail, and to pay in
advance the costs incurred for other supplies used in the

mailing, delivery, or transmission.

(b) Any public office may adopt a policy and procedures
that it will follow in transmitting, within a reasonable period
of time after receiving a request, copies of public records by
United States mail or by any other means of delivery or
transmission pursuant to division (B) (7) of this section. A
public office that adopts a policy and procedures under division
(B) (7) of this section shall comply with them in performing its

duties under that division.

(c) In any policy and procedures adopted under division

(B) (7) of this section:

(1) A public office may limit the number of records
requested by a person that the office will physically deliver by
United States mail or by another delivery service to ten per
month, unless the person certifies to the office in writing that
the person does not intend to use or forward the requested
records, or the information contained in them, for commercial

purposes;

(ii) A public office that chooses to provide some or all
of its public records on a web site that is fully accessible to
and searchable by members of the public at all times, other than
during acts of God outside the public office's control or
maintenance, and that charges no fee to search, access,
download, or otherwise receive records provided on the web site,
may limit to ten per month the number of records requested by a
person that the office will deliver in a digital format, unless
the requested records are not provided on the web site and

unless the person certifies to the office in writing that the

Page 33

924
925
926

927
928
929
930
931
932
933
934

935
936

937
938
939
940
941
942
943

944
945
946
947
948
949
950
951
952
953



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

person does not intend to use or forward the requested records,

or the information contained in them, for commercial purposes.

(iii) For purposes of division (B) (7) of this section,
"commercial”" shall be narrowly construed and does not include
reporting or gathering news, reporting or gathering information
to assist citizen oversight or understanding of the operation or

activities of government, or nonprofit educational research.

(8) A public office or person responsible for public
records is not required to permit a person who is incarcerated
pursuant to a criminal conviction or a juvenile adjudication to
inspect or to obtain a copy of any public record concerning a
criminal investigation or prosecution or concerning what would
be a criminal investigation or prosecution if the subject of the
investigation or prosecution were an adult, unless the request
to inspect or to obtain a copy of the record is for the purpose
of acquiring information that is subject to release as a public
record under this section and the judge who imposed the sentence
or made the adjudication with respect to the person, or the
judge's successor in office, finds that the information sought
in the public record is necessary to support what appears to be

a justiciable claim of the person.

(9) (a) Upon written request made and signed by a
journalist, a public office, or person responsible for public
records, having custody of the records of the agency employing a
specified designated public service worker shall disclose to the
journalist the address of the actual personal residence of the
designated public service worker and, if the designated public
service worker's spouse, former spouse, or child is employed by
a public office, the name and address of the employer of the

designated public service worker's spouse, former spouse, or
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child. The request shall include the journalist's name and title
and the name and address of the journalist's employer and shall
state that disclosure of the information sought would be in the

public interest.

(b) Division (B) (9) (a) of this section also applies to

journalist requests for:

(1) Customer information maintained by a municipally owned
or operated public utility, other than social security numbers
and any private financial information such as credit reports,
payment methods, credit card numbers, and bank account

information;

(1i) Information about minors involved in a school vehicle
accident as provided in division (A) (1) (gg) of this section,
other than personal information as defined in section 149.45 of

the Revised Code.

(c) As used in division (B) (9) of this section,
"journalist" means a person engaged in, connected with, or
employed by any news medium, including a newspaper, magazine,
press association, news agency, or wire service, a radio or
television station, or a similar medium, for the purpose of
gathering, processing, transmitting, compiling, editing, or

disseminating information for the general public.

(10) Upon a request made by a victim, wvictim's attorney,
or victim's representative, as that term is used in section
2930.02 of the Revised Code, a public office or person
responsible for public records shall transmit a copy of a
depiction of the victim as described in division (A) (1) (ii) of
this section to the victim, victim's attorney, or victim's

representative.
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(C) (1) If a person allegedly is aggrieved by the failure
of a public office or the person responsible for public records
to promptly prepare a public record and to make it available to
the person for inspection in accordance with division (B) of
this section or by any other failure of a public office or the
person responsible for public records to comply with an
obligation in accordance with division (B) of this section, the
person allegedly aggrieved may do only one of the following, and

not both:

(a) File a complaint with the clerk of the court of claims
or the clerk of the court of common pleas under section 2743.75

of the Revised Code;

(b) Commence a mandamus action to obtain a judgment that
orders the public office or the person responsible for the
public record to comply with division (B) of this section, that
awards court costs and reasonable attorney's fees to the person
that instituted the mandamus action, and, if applicable, that
includes an order fixing statutory damages under division (C) (2)
of this section. The mandamus action may be commenced in the
court of common pleas of the county in which division (B) of
this section allegedly was not complied with, in the supreme
court pursuant to its original jurisdiction under Section 2 of
Article IV, Ohio Constitution, or in the court of appeals for
the appellate district in which division (B) of this section
allegedly was not complied with pursuant to its original

jurisdiction under Section 3 of Article IV, Ohio Constitution.

(2) If a requester transmits a written request by hand
delivery, electronic submission, or certified mail to inspect or
receive copies of any public record in a manner that fairly

describes the public record or class of public records to the
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public office or person responsible for the requested public
records, except as otherwise provided in this section, the
requester shall be entitled to recover the amount of statutory
damages set forth in this division if a court determines that
the public office or the person responsible for public records
failed to comply with an obligation in accordance with division

(B) of this section.

The amount of statutory damages shall be fixed at one
hundred dollars for each business day during which the public
office or person responsible for the requested public records
failed to comply with an obligation in accordance with division
(B) of this section, beginning with the day on which the
requester files a mandamus action to recover statutory damages,
up to a maximum of one thousand dollars. The award of statutory
damages shall not be construed as a penalty, but as compensation
for injury arising from lost use of the requested information.
The existence of this injury shall be conclusively presumed. The
award of statutory damages shall be in addition to all other

remedies authorized by this section.

The court may reduce an award of statutory damages or not
award statutory damages if the court determines both of the

following:

(a) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory
law and case law as it existed at the time of the conduct or
threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible
for the requested public records that allegedly constitutes a
failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with division
(B) of this section and that was the basis of the mandamus
action, a well-informed public office or person responsible for

the requested public records reasonably would believe that the
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conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person
responsible for the requested public records did not constitute
a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

(b) That a well-informed public office or person
responsible for the requested public records reasonably would
believe that the conduct or threatened conduct of the public
office or person responsible for the requested public records
would serve the public policy that underlies the authority that

is asserted as permitting that conduct or threatened conduct.

(3) In a mandamus action filed under division (C) (1) of

this section, the following apply:

(a) (1) If the court orders the public office or the person
responsible for the public record to comply with division (B) of
this section, the court shall determine and award to the relator
all court costs, which shall be construed as remedial and not

punitive.

(i1) If the court makes a determination described in
division (C) (3) (b) (iii) of this section, the court shall
determine and award to the relator all court costs, which shall

be construed as remedial and not punitive.

(b) If the court renders a judgment that orders the public
office or the person responsible for the public record to comply
with division (B) of this section or if the court determines any
of the following, the court may award reasonable attorney's fees

to the relator, subject to division (C) (4) of this section:

(1) The public office or the person responsible for the
public records failed to respond affirmatively or negatively to

the public records request in accordance with the time allowed
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under division (B) of this section.

(ii) The public office or the person responsible for the
public records promised to permit the relator to inspect or
receive copies of the public records requested within a
specified period of time but failed to fulfill that promise

within that specified period of time.

(iii) The public office or the person responsible for the
public records acted in bad faith when the office or person
voluntarily made the public records available to the relator for
the first time after the relator commenced the mandamus action,
but before the court issued any order concluding whether or not
the public office or person was required to comply with division
(B) of this section. No discovery may be conducted on the issue
of the alleged bad faith of the public office or person
responsible for the public records. This division shall not be
construed as creating a presumption that the public office or
the person responsible for the public records acted in bad faith
when the office or person voluntarily made the public records
available to the relator for the first time after the relator
commenced the mandamus action, but before the court issued any

order described in this division.

(c) The court shall not award attorney's fees to the

relator if the court determines both of the following:

(i) That, based on the ordinary application of statutory
law and case law as it existed at the time of the conduct or
threatened conduct of the public office or person responsible
for the requested public records that allegedly constitutes a
failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with division
(B) of this section and that was the basis of the mandamus

action, a well-informed public office or person responsible for
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the requested public records reasonably would believe that the
conduct or threatened conduct of the public office or person
responsible for the requested public records did not constitute
a failure to comply with an obligation in accordance with

division (B) of this section;

(ii) That a well-informed public office or person
responsible for the requested public records reasonably would
believe that the conduct or threatened conduct of the public
office or person responsible for the requested public records
would serve the public policy that underlies the authority that

is asserted as permitting that conduct or threatened conduct.

(4) All of the following apply to any award of reasonable
attorney's fees awarded under division (C) (3) (b) of this

section:

(a) The fees shall be construed as remedial and not

punitive.

(b) The fees awarded shall not exceed the total of the
reasonable attorney's fees incurred before the public record was
made available to the relator and the fees described in division

(C) (4) (¢) of this section.

(c) Reasonable attorney's fees shall include reasonable
fees incurred to produce proof of the reasonableness and amount

of the fees and to otherwise litigate entitlement to the fees.

(d) The court may reduce the amount of fees awarded if the
court determines that, given the factual circumstances involved
with the specific public records request, an alternative means
should have been pursued to more effectively and efficiently
resolve the dispute that was subject to the mandamus action

filed under division (C) (1) of this section.
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(5) If the court does not issue a writ of mandamus under
division (C) of this section and the court determines at that
time that the bringing of the mandamus action was frivolous
conduct as defined in division (A) of section 2323.51 of the
Revised Code, the court may award to the public office all court
costs, expenses, and reasonable attorney's fees, as determined

by the court.

(D) Chapter 1347. of the Revised Code does not limit the

provisions of this section.

(E) (1) To ensure that all employees of public offices are
appropriately educated about a public office's obligations under
division (B) of this section, all elected officials or their
appropriate designees shall attend training approved by the
attorney general as provided in section 109.43 of the Revised
Code. A future official may satisfy the requirements of this
division by attending the training before taking office,
provided that the future official may not send a designee in the

future official's place.

(2) All public offices shall adopt a public records policy
in compliance with this section for responding to public records
requests. In adopting a public records policy under this
division, a public office may obtain guidance from the model
public records policy developed and provided to the public
office by the attorney general under section 109.43 of the
Revised Code. Except as otherwise provided in this section, the
policy may not limit the number of public records that the
public office will make available to a single person, may not
limit the number of public records that it will make available
during a fixed period of time, and may not establish a fixed

period of time before it will respond to a request for
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inspection or copying of public records, unless that period is

less than eight hours.

The public office shall distribute the public records
policy adopted by the public office under this division to the
employee of the public office who is the records custodian or
records manager or otherwise has custody of the records of that
office. The public office shall require that employee to
acknowledge receipt of the copy of the public records policy.
The public office shall create a poster that describes its
public records policy and shall post the poster in a conspicuous
place in the public office and in all locations where the public
office has branch offices. The public office may post its public
records policy on the internet web site of the public office if
the public office maintains an internet web site. A public
office that has established a manual or handbook of its general
policies and procedures for all employees of the public office
shall include the public records policy of the public office in

the manual or handbook.

(F) (1) The bureau of motor vehicles may adopt rules
pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised Code to reasonably limit
the number of bulk commercial special extraction requests made
by a person for the same records or for updated records during a
calendar year. The rules may include provisions for charges to
be made for bulk commercial special extraction requests for the
actual cost of the bureau, plus special extraction costs, plus
ten per cent. The bureau may charge for expenses for redacting

information, the release of which is prohibited by law.
(2) As used in division (F) (1) of this section:

(a) "Actual cost" means the cost of depleted supplies,

records storage media costs, actual mailing and alternative
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delivery costs, or other transmitting costs, and any direct 1221
equipment operating and maintenance costs, including actual 1222
costs paid to private contractors for copying services. 1223

(b) "Bulk commercial special extraction request" means a 1224
request for copies of a record for information in a format other 1225
than the format already available, or information that cannot be 1226
extracted without examination of all items in a records series, 1227
class of records, or database by a person who intends to use or 1228
forward the copies for surveys, marketing, solicitation, or 1229
resale for commercial purposes. "Bulk commercial special 1230
extraction request" does not include a request by a person who 1231
gives assurance to the bureau that the person making the request 1232
does not intend to use or forward the requested copies for 1233
surveys, marketing, solicitation, or resale for commercial 1234
purposes. 1235

(c) "Commercial" means profit-seeking production, buying, 1236
or selling of any good, service, or other product. 1237

(d) "Special extraction costs" means the cost of the time 1238
spent by the lowest paid employee competent to perform the task, 1239
the actual amount paid to outside private contractors employed 1240
by the bureau, or the actual cost incurred to create computer 1241
programs to make the special extraction. "Special extraction 1242
costs" include any charges paid to a public agency for computer 1243
or records services. 1244

(3) For purposes of divisions (F) (1) and (2) of this 1245
section, "surveys, marketing, solicitation, or resale for 1246
commercial purposes" shall be narrowly construed and does not 1247
include reporting or gathering news, reporting or gathering 1248
information to assist citizen oversight or understanding of the 1249

operation or activities of government, or nonprofit educational 1250
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research. 1251

(G) A request by a defendant, counsel of a defendant, or 1252
any agent of a defendant in a criminal action that public 1253
records related to that action be made available under this 1254
section shall be considered a demand for discovery pursuant to 1255
the Criminal Rules, except to the extent that the Criminal Rules 1256
plainly indicate a contrary intent. The defendant, counsel of 1257
the defendant, or agent of the defendant making a request under 1258
this division shall serve a copy of the request on the 1259
prosecuting attorney, director of law, or other chief legal 1260
officer responsible for prosecuting the action. 1261

(H) (1) Any portion of a body-worn camera or dashboard 1262
camera recording described in divisions (A) (17) (b) to (h) of 1263
this section may be released by consent of the subject of the 1264
recording or a representative of that person, as specified in 1265
those divisions, only if either of the following applies: 1266

(a) The recording will not be used in connection with any 1267
probable or pending criminal proceedings; 1268

(b) The recording has been used in connection with a 1269
criminal proceeding that was dismissed or for which a judgment 1270
has been entered pursuant to Rule 32 of the Rules of Criminal 1271
Procedure, and will not be used again in connection with any 1272
probable or pending criminal proceedings. 1273

(2) If a public office denies a request to release a 1274
restricted portion of a body-worn camera or dashboard camera 1275
recording, as defined in division (A) (17) of this section, any 1276
person may file a mandamus action pursuant to this section or a 1277
complaint with the clerk of the court of claims pursuant to 1278

section 2743.75 of the Revised Code, requesting the court to 1279
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order the release of all or portions of the recording. If the
court considering the request determines that the filing
articulates by clear and convincing evidence that the public
interest in the recording substantially outweighs privacy
interests and other interests asserted to deny release, the

court shall order the public office to release the recording.

Sec. 302.041. In submitting to the electors of any county
the question of adopting an alternative form of county
government whereby any members of the board of county
commissioners are elected by district, the board of elections

shall submit the question in language substantially as follows:

"Shall the county of adopt the form

of county government known as the county (name of plan) plan
with a board of (number) county commissioners, of which (number)
shall be elected at large and (number) shall be elected by
districts, as provided for in sections 302.01 to 302.24,
inclusive, of the Revised Code, under which form each county
commissioner shall receive annual compensation equal to (number)

per cent of that provided in section 325.10 of the Revised Code?

() For adoption of the county (name of plan) plan.

() Against adoption of the county (name of plan) plan."

The proposition for such alternative form shall establish
the percentage of the annual compensation provided in section
325.10 of the Revised Code which each county commissioner shall
receilve as annual compensation in lieu of the amount provided in

section 325.10 of the Revised Code.

If the proposition for the alternative form fails to
divide the county into county commissioner districts, the board

of elections shall divide the county into such districts in the
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manner provided in section 302.082 of the Revised Code, within 1309
forty-five days prior to the election on the question of 1310
adopting an alternative form. 1311

At least forty-five days prior to the election thereon the 1312
board of county commissioners shall cause a copy of the 1313
alternative form to be distributed to each elector of the county 1314
so far as may be reasonably possible. The board of elections 1315
shall display a map indicating the boundaries of each county 1316
commissioner district+ in a conspicuous place at each pedtiineg— 1317
praece—at—sueh—location where ballots may be cast in person for 1318
the election. Immediately following such election the board of 1319
elections shall file a certificate of the results thereof with 1320
the secretary of state. 1321

Sec. 303.12. (A) (1) Amendments to the zoning resolution 1322
may be initiated by motion of the county rural zoning 1323
commission, by the passage of a resolution by the board of 1324
county commissioners, or by the filing of an application by one 1325
or more of the owners or lessees of property within the area 1326
proposed to be changed or affected by the proposed amendment 1327
with the county rural zoning commission. The board of county 1328
commissioners may require that the owner or lessee of property 1329
filing an application to amend the zoning resolution pay a fee 1330
to defray the cost of advertising, mailing, filing with the 1331
county recorder, and other expenses. If the board of county 1332
commissioners requires such a fee, it shall be required 1333
generally, for each application. The board of county 1334
commissioners, upon the passage of such a resolution, shall 1335
certify it to the county rural zoning commission. 1336

(2) Upon the adoption of a motion by the county rural 1337

zoning commission, the certification of a resolution by the 1338
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board of county commissioners to the commission, or the filing
of an application by property owners or lessees as described in
division (A) (1) of this section with the commission, the
commission shall set a date for a public hearing, which date
shall not be less than twenty nor more than forty days from the
date of adoption of such a motion, the date of the certification
of such a resolution, or the date of the filing of such an
application. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the
commission by one publication in one or more newspapers of
general circulation in each township affected by the proposed

amendment at least ten days before the date of the hearing.

(B) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land, as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, written notice of the hearing shall
be mailed by the county rural zoning commission, by first class
mail, at least ten days before the date of the public hearing to
all owners of property within and contiguous to and directly
across the street from the area proposed to be rezoned or
redistricted to the addresses of those owners appearing on the
county auditor's current tax list. The failure of delivery of

that notice shall not invalidate any such amendment.

(C) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, the published and mailed notices
shall set forth the time, date, and place of the public hearing

and include all of the following:

(1) The name of the county rural zoning commission that

will be conducting the hearing;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, resolution, or

application is an amendment to the zoning resolution;
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(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be
rezoned or redistricted by the proposed amendment and of the
names of owners of these properties, as they appear on the

county auditor's current tax list;

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in

the proposed amendment and the proposed zoning classification of

that property;

(5) The time and place where the motion, resolution, or
application proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be
available for examination for a period of at least ten days

prior to the hearing;

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice
of the public hearing by publication, by mail, or by both

publication and mail;

(7) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing,

the matter will be submitted to the board of county

commissioners for its action;

(8) Any other information requested by the commission.

(D) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the
zoning resolution, or rezones or redistricts more than ten
parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax
list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, and

place of the public hearing and include all of the following:

(1) The name of the county rural zoning commission that

will be conducting the hearing on the proposed amendment;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the
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proposed amendment will be available for examination for a

period of at least ten days prior to the hearing;

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice

of the hearing by publication;

(5) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing,
the matter will be submitted to the board of county

commissioners for its action;
(6) Any other information requested by the commission.

Hearings shall be held in the county court house or in a

public place designated by the commission.

(E) Within five days after the adoption of the motion
described in division (A) of this section, the certification of
the resolution described in division (A) of this section, or the
filing of the application described in division (A) of this
section, the county rural zoning commission shall transmit a
copy of it together with text and map pertaining to it to the
county or regional planning commission, if there is such a

commission.

The county or regional planning commission shall recommend
the approval or denial of the proposed amendment or the approval
of some modification of it and shall submit its recommendation
to the county rural zoning commission. The recommendation shall
be considered at the public hearing held by the county rural

zoning commission on the proposed amendment.

The county rural zoning commission, within thirty days
after the hearing, shall recommend the approval or denial of the
proposed amendment, or the approval of some modification of it,
and shall submit that recommendation together with the motion,

application, or resolution involved, the text and map pertaining
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to the proposed amendment, and the recommendation of the county
or regional planning commission on it to the board of county

commissioners.

The board of county commissioners, upon receipt of that
recommendation, shall set a time for a public hearing on the
proposed amendment, which date shall be not more than thirty
days from the date of the receipt of that recommendation. Notice
of the hearing shall be given by the board by one publication in
one or more newspapers of general circulation in the county, at

least ten days before the date of the hearing.

(F) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, the published notice shall set forth
the time, date, and place of the public hearing and include all

of the following:

(1) The name of the board of county commissioners that

will be conducting the hearing;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be
rezoned or redistricted by the proposed amendment and of the
names of owners of those properties, as they appear on the

county auditor's current tax list;

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in
the proposed amendment and the proposed zoning classification of

that property;

(5) The time and place where the motion, application, or
resolution proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be

available for examination for a period of at least ten days
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prior to the hearing;

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice
of the hearing by publication, by mail, or by both publication

and mail;
(7) Any other information requested by the board.

(G) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the
zoning resolution, or rezones or redistricts more than ten
parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax
list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, and

place of the public hearing and include all of the following:

(1) The name of the board of county commissioners that

will be conducting the hearing on the proposed amendment;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the
proposed amendment will be available for examination for a

period of at least ten days prior to the hearing;

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice

of the hearing by publication;
(5) Any other information requested by the board.

(H) Within twenty days after its public hearing, the board
of county commissioners shall either adopt or deny the
recommendation of the county rural zoning commission or adopt
some modification of it. If the board denies or modifies the
commission's recommendation, a majority vote of the board shall

be required.

The proposed amendment, if adopted by the board, shall
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become effective in thirty days after the date of its adoption, 1482
unless, within thirty days after the adoption, there is 1483
presented to the board of county commissioners a petition, 1484
signed by a number of qualified voters residing in the 1485
unincorporated area of the township or part of that 1486
unincorporated area included in the zoning plan equal to not 1487
less than eight per cent of the total vote cast for all 1488
candidates for governor in that area at the most recent general 1489
election at which a governor was elected, requesting the board 1490
to submit the amendment to the electors of that area for 1491
approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the 1492
day of the next primary or general election occurring at least 1493
ninety days after the petition is submitted. Each part of this 1494
petition shall contain the number and the full and correct 1495
title, if any, of the zoning amendment resolution, motion, or 1496
application, furnishing the name by which the amendment is known 1497
and a brief summary of its contents. In addition to meeting the 1498
requirements of this section, each petition shall be governed by 1499
the rules specified in section 3501.38 of the Revised Code. 1500
The form of a petition calling for a zoning referendum and 1501

the statement of the circulator shall be substantially as 1502
follows: 1503
"PETITION FOR ZONING REFERENDUM 1504

(if the proposal is identified by a particular name or number, 1505
or both, these should be inserted here) 1506
A proposal to amend the zoning map of the unincorporated 1507

area of Township, County, 1508
Ohio, adopted (date) (followed by brief 1509

summary of the proposal). 1510
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To the Board of County Commissioners of

County, Ohio:

We, the undersigned, being electors residing in the

unincorporated area of Township, included within

the County Zoning Plan, equal to not less than

eight per cent of the total vote cast for all candidates for
governor in the area at the preceding general election at which
a governor was elected, request the Board of County
Commissioners to submit this amendment of the zoning resolution

to the electors of Township residing within the

unincorporated area of the township included in the

County Zoning Resolution, for approval or

rejection at a special election to be held on the day of the

next primary or general election to be held on

(date) , pursuant to section 303.12 of the Revised
Code.
Street Address Date of
Signature or R.F.D. Township Precinct County Signing
STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR
I, (name of circulator) ,

declare under penalty of election falsification that I am an
elector of the state of Ohio and reside at the address appearing
below my signature; that I am the circulator of the foregoing
part petition containing  (number) signatures; that I
have witnessed the affixing of every signature; that all signers
were to the best of my knowledge and belief qualified to sign;

and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and
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belief the signature of the person whose signature it purports
to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section

3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signature of circulator)

(Address of circulator's
permanent residence in this

state)

(City, village, or township,

and zip code)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

FELONY OF THE ¥FFFH-FOURTH DEGREE."

No amendment for which such a referendum vote has been
requested shall be put into effect unless a majority of the vote
cast on the issue is in favor of the amendment. Upon
certification by the board of elections that the amendment has

been approved by the voters, it shall take immediate effect.

Within five working days after an amendment's effective
date, the board of county commissioners shall file the text and
maps of the amendment in the office of the county recorder and

with the regional or county planning commission, if one exists.

The failure to file any amendment, or any text and maps,
or duplicates of any of these documents, with the office of the
county recorder or the county or regional planning commission as
required by this section does not invalidate the amendment and

is not grounds for an appeal of any decision of the board of
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zoning appeals.

Sec. 307.96. Except as provided by Section 3 of Article X,
Ohio Constitution, a county charter or amendment shall become
effective if it has been approved by the majority of the
electors voting thereon. The charter or amendment shall take
effect on the thirtieth day after approval unless another date

is fixed in the charter or amendment.

No charter or amendment adopted by the electors of any
county shall be held ineffective or void on account of the
insufficiency of the petitions by which such submission of the
resolution was procured, nor shall the rejection of any charter
or amendment submitted to the electors of such county, be held

invalid for such insufficiency.

Any charter or charter amendment proposal that is
submitted to the electors of the county shall be posted in each
potting—ptace—location where ballots may be cast in person for

the election in some location that is easily accessible to the

electors.

Sec. 519.12. (A) (1) Amendments to the zoning resolution
may be initiated by motion of the township zoning commission, by
the passage of a resolution by the board of township trustees,
or by the filing of an application by one or more of the owners
or lessees of property within the area proposed to be changed or
affected by the proposed amendment with the township zoning
commission. The board of township trustees may require that the
owner or lessee of property filing an application to amend the
zoning resolution pay a fee to defray the cost of advertising,
mailing, filing with the county recorder, and other expenses. If
the board of township trustees requires such a fee, it shall be

required generally, for each application. The board of township
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trustees, upon the passage of such a resolution, shall certify

it to the township zoning commission.

(2) Upon the adoption of a motion by the township zoning
commission, the certification of a resolution by the board of
township trustees to the commission, or the filing of an
application by property owners or lessees as described in
division (A) (1) of this section with the commission, the
commission shall set a date for a public hearing, which date
shall not be less than twenty nor more than forty days from the
date of the certification of such a resolution, the date of
adoption of such a motion, or the date of the filing of such an
application. Notice of the hearing shall be given by the
commission by one publication in one or more newspapers of
general circulation in the township at least ten days before the

date of the hearing.

(B) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land, as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, written notice of the hearing shall
be mailed by the township zoning commission, by first class
mail, at least ten days before the date of the public hearing to
all owners of property within and contiguous to and directly
across the street from the area proposed to be rezoned or
redistricted to the addresses of those owners appearing on the
county auditor's current tax list. The failure of delivery of

that notice shall not invalidate any such amendment.

(C) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, the published and mailed notices
shall set forth the time, date, and place of the public hearing

and include all of the following:
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(1) The name of the township zoning commission that will

be conducting the hearing;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, resolution, or

application is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be
rezoned or redistricted by the proposed amendment and of the
names of owners of those properties, as they appear on the

county auditor's current tax list;

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in
the proposed amendment and the proposed zoning classification of

that property;

(5) The time and place where the motion, resolution, or
application proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be
available for examination for a period of at least ten days

prior to the hearing;

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice
of the hearing by publication, by mail, or by both publication

and mail;

(7) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing,
the matter will be submitted to the board of township trustees

for its action;
(8) Any other information requested by the commission.

(D) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the
zoning resolution, or rezones or redistricts more than ten
parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax
list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, and

place of the public hearing and include all of the following:

(1) The name of the township zoning commission that will
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be conducting the hearing on the proposed amendment;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the
proposed amendment will be available for examination for a

period of at least ten days prior to the hearing;

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice

of the hearing by publication;

(5) A statement that, after the conclusion of the hearing,
the matter will be submitted to the board of township trustees

for its action;
(6) Any other information requested by the commission.

(E) (1) (a) Except as provided in division (E) (1) (b) of this
section, within five days after the adoption of the motion
described in division (A) of this section, the certification of
the resolution described in division (A) of this section, or the
filing of the application described in division (A) of this
section, the township zoning commission shall transmit a copy of
it together with text and map pertaining to it to the county or
regional planning commission, if there is such a commission, for

approval, disapproval, or suggestions.

The county or regional planning commission shall recommend
the approval or denial of the proposed amendment or the approval
of some modification of it and shall submit its recommendation
to the township zoning commission. The recommendation shall be
considered at the public hearing held by the township zoning

commission on the proposed amendment.

(b) The township zoning commission of a township that has
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adopted a limited home rule government under Chapter 504. of the
Revised Code is not subject to division (E) (1) (a) of this
section but may choose to comply with division (E) (1) (a) of this

section.

(2) The township zoning commission, within thirty days
after the hearing, shall recommend the approval or denial of the
proposed amendment, or the approval of some modification of it,
and submit that recommendation together with the motion,
application, or resolution involved, the text and map pertaining
to the proposed amendment, and the recommendation of the county
or regional planning commission on it to the board of township

trustees.

(3) The board of township trustees, upon receipt of that
recommendation, shall set a time for a public hearing on the
proposed amendment, which date shall not be more than thirty
days from the date of the receipt of that recommendation. Notice
of the hearing shall be given by the board by one publication in
one or more newspapers of general circulation in the township,

at least ten days before the date of the hearing.

(F) If the proposed amendment intends to rezone or
redistrict ten or fewer parcels of land as listed on the county
auditor's current tax list, the published notice shall set forth
the time, date, and place of the public hearing and include all

of the following:

(1) The name of the board of township trustees that will

be conducting the hearing;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) A list of the addresses of all properties to be
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rezoned or redistricted by the proposed amendment and of the
names of owners of those properties, as they appear on the

county auditor's current tax list;

(4) The present zoning classification of property named in
the proposed amendment and the proposed zoning classification of

that property;

(5) The time and place where the motion, application, or
resolution proposing to amend the zoning resolution will be
available for examination for a period of at least ten days

prior to the hearing;

(6) The name of the person responsible for giving notice
of the hearing by publication, by mail, or by both publication

and mail;
(7) Any other information requested by the board.

(G) If the proposed amendment alters the text of the
zoning resolution, or rezones or redistricts more than ten
parcels of land as listed on the county auditor's current tax
list, the published notice shall set forth the time, date, and

place of the public hearing and include all of the following:

(1) The name of the board of township trustees that will

be conducting the hearing on the proposed amendment;

(2) A statement indicating that the motion, application,

or resolution is an amendment to the zoning resolution;

(3) The time and place where the text and maps of the
proposed amendment will be available for examination for a

period of at least ten days prior to the hearing;

(4) The name of the person responsible for giving notice

of the hearing by publication;
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(5) Any other information requested by the board.

(H) Wwithin twenty days after its public hearing, the board
of township trustees shall either adopt or deny the
recommendations of the township zoning commission or adopt some
modification of them. If the board denies or modifies the
commission's recommendations, a majority vote of the board shall

be required.

The proposed amendment, if adopted by the board, shall
become effective in thirty days after the date of its adoption,
unless, within thirty days after the adoption, there is
presented to the board of township trustees a petition, signed
by a number of registered electors residing in the
unincorporated area of the township or part of that
unincorporated area included in the zoning plan equal to not
less than eight per cent of the total vote cast for all
candidates for governor in that area at the most recent general
election at which a governor was elected, requesting the board
of township trustees to submit the amendment to the electors of
that area for approval or rejection at a special election to be
held on the day of the next primary or general election that
occurs at least ninety days after the petition is filed. Each
part of this petition shall contain the number and the full and
correct title, if any, of the zoning amendment resolution,
motion, or application, furnishing the name by which the
amendment is known and a brief summary of its contents. In
addition to meeting the requirements of this section, each
petition shall be governed by the rules specified in section

3501.38 of the Revised Code.

The form of a petition calling for a zoning referendum and

the statement of the circulator shall be substantially as
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follows:

"PETITION FOR ZONING REFERENDUM

(1f the proposal is identified by a particular name or number,

or both, these should be inserted here)

A proposal to amend the zoning map of the unincorporated

area of

Township,

adopted

proposal) .

(date)

County, Ohio,

(followed by brief summary of the

To the Board of Township Trustees of

Township,

We,

County, Ohio:

the undersigned, being electors residing in the

unincorporated area of

Township,

included within the

Township Zoning Plan, equal to

not less than eight per cent of the total vote cast for all

candidates for governor in the area at the preceding general

election at which a governor was elected,

request the Board of

Township Trustees to submit this amendment of the zoning

resolution to the electors of

residing within the unincorporated area of the township included

in the

Township Zoning Resolution,

Township

for

approval or rejection at a special election to be held on the

day of the primary or general election to be held on

(date) , pursuant to section 519.12 of the Revised

Code.

Signature

Street Address

or R.F.D.

Township

Precinct

County

Date of

Signing
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STATEMENT OF CIRCULATOR

I, (name of circulator) , declare under

penalty of election falsification that I am an elector of the
state of Ohio and reside at the address appearing below my
signature; that I am the circulator of the foregoing part
petition containing (number) signatures; that I
have witnessed the affixing of every signature; that all signers
were to the best of my knowledge and belief qualified to sign;
and that every signature is to the best of my knowledge and
belief the signature of the person whose signature it purports
to be or of an attorney in fact acting pursuant to section

3501.382 of the Revised Code.

(Signature of circulator)

(Address of circulator's permanent

residence in this state)

(City, village, or township,
and zip code)

WHOEVER COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A

FELONY OF THE #FFFH-FOURTH DEGREE."

The petition shall be filed with the board of township
trustees and shall be accompanied by an appropriate map of the
area affected by the zoning proposal. Within two weeks after

receiving a petition filed under this section, the board of
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township trustees shall certify the petition to the board of
elections. A petition filed under this section shall be
certified to the board of elections not less than ninety days

prior to the election at which the gquestion is to be voted upon.

The board of elections shall determine the sufficiency and
validity of each petition certified to it by a board of township
trustees under this section. If the board of elections
determines that a petition is sufficient and valid, the question
shall be voted upon at a special election to be held on the day
of the next primary or general election that occurs at least
ninety days after the date the petition is filed with the board
of township trustees, regardless of whether any election will be

held to nominate or elect candidates on that day.

No amendment for which such a referendum vote has been
requested shall be put into effect unless a majority of the vote
cast on the issue is in favor of the amendment. Upon
certification by the board of elections that the amendment has

been approved by the voters, it shall take immediate effect.

Within five working days after an amendment's effective
date, the board of township trustees shall file the text and
maps of the amendment in the office of the county recorder and

with the county or regional planning commission, 1f one exists.

The failure to file any amendment, or any text and maps,
or duplicates of any of these documents, with the office of the
county recorder or the county or regional planning commission as
required by this section does not invalidate the amendment and
is not grounds for an appeal of any decision of the board of

zoning appeals.

Sec. 718.01. Any term used in this chapter that is not
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otherwise defined in this chapter has the same meaning as when
used in a comparable context in laws of the United States
relating to federal income taxation or in Title LVII of the
Revised Code, unless a different meaning is clearly required.
Except as provided in section 718.81 of the Revised Code, if a
term used in this chapter that is not otherwise defined in this
chapter is used in a comparable context in both the laws of the
United States relating to federal income tax and in Title LVII
of the Revised Code and the use is not consistent, then the use
of the term in the laws of the United States relating to federal
income tax shall control over the use of the term in Title LVII

of the Revised Code.

Except as otherwise provided in section 718.81 of the

Revised Code, as used in this chapter:
(A) (1) "Municipal taxable income" means the following:

(a) For a person other than an individual, income
apportioned or sitused to the municipal corporation under
section 718.02 of the Revised Code, as applicable, reduced by
any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward available to the

person for the municipal corporation.

(b) (1) For an individual who is a resident of a municipal
corporation other than a qualified municipal corporation, income
reduced by exempt income to the extent otherwise included in
income, then reduced as provided in division (A) (2) of this
section, and further reduced by any pre-2017 net operating loss
carryforward available to the individual for the municipal

corporation.

(ii) For an individual who is a resident of a qualified

municipal corporation, Ohio adjusted gross income reduced by
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income exempted, and increased by deductions excluded, by the
qualified municipal corporation from the qualified municipal
corporation's tax. If a qualified municipal corporation, on or
before December 31, 2013, exempts income earned by individuals
who are not residents of the qualified municipal corporation and
net profit of persons that are not wholly located within the
qualified municipal corporation, such individual or person shall
have no municipal taxable income for the purposes of the tax
levied by the qualified municipal corporation and may be
exempted by the qualified municipal corporation from the

requirements of section 718.03 of the Revised Code.

(c) For an individual who is a nonresident of a municipal
corporation, income reduced by exempt income to the extent
otherwise included in income and then, as applicable,
apportioned or sitused to the municipal corporation under
section 718.02 of the Revised Code, then reduced as provided in
division (A) (2) of this section, and further reduced by any pre-
2017 net operating loss carryforward available to the individual

for the municipal corporation.

(2) In computing the municipal taxable income of a
taxpayer who is an individual, the taxpayer may subtract, as
provided in division (A) (1) (b) (1) or (c) of this section, the
amount of the individual's employee business expenses reported
on the individual's form 2106 that the individual deducted for
federal income tax purposes for the taxable year, subject to the
limitation imposed by section 67 of the Internal Revenue Code.
For the municipal corporation in which the taxpayer is a
resident, the taxpayer may deduct all such expenses allowed for
federal income tax purposes. For a municipal corporation in
which the taxpayer is not a resident, the taxpayer may deduct

such expenses only to the extent the expenses are related to the
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taxpayer's performance of personal services in that nonresident 1915
municipal corporation. 1916

(B) "Income" means the following: 1917

(1) (a) For residents, all income, salaries, qualifying 1918
wages, commissions, and other compensation from whatever source 1919
earned or received by the resident, including the resident's 1920
distributive share of the net profit of pass-through entities 1921
owned directly or indirectly by the resident and any net profit 1922
of the resident, except as provided in division (D) (5) of this 1923
section. 1924

(b) For the purposes of division (B) (1) (a) of this 1925
section: 1926

(1) Any net operating loss of the resident incurred in the 1927
taxable year and the resident's distributive share of any net 1928
operating loss generated in the same taxable year and 1929
attributable to the resident's ownership interest in a pass- 1930
through entity shall be allowed as a deduction, for that taxable 1931
year and the following five taxable years, against any other net 1932
profit of the resident or the resident's distributive share of 1933
any net profit attributable to the resident's ownership interest 1934
in a pass-through entity until fully utilized, subject to 1935
division (B) (1) (d) of this section; 1936

(ii) The resident's distributive share of the net profit 1937
of each pass-through entity owned directly or indirectly by the 1938
resident shall be calculated without regard to any net operating 1939
loss that is carried forward by that entity from a prior taxable 1940
year and applied to reduce the entity's net profit for the 1941
current taxable year. 1942

(c) Division (B) (1) (b) of this section does not apply with 1943
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respect to any net profit or net operating loss attributable to
an ownership interest in an S corporation unless shareholders'
distributive shares of net profits from S corporations are
subject to tax in the municipal corporation as provided in

division (C) (14) (b) or (c) of this section.

(d) Any amount of a net operating loss used to reduce a
taxpayer's net profit for a taxable year shall reduce the amount
of net operating loss that may be carried forward to any
subsequent year for use by that taxpayer. In no event shall the
cumulative deductions for all taxable years with respect to a
taxpayer's net operating loss exceed the original amount of that

net operating loss available to that taxpayer.

(2) In the case of nonresidents, all income, salaries,
qualifying wages, commissions, and other compensation from
whatever source earned or received by the nonresident for work
done, services performed or rendered, or activities conducted in
the municipal corporation, including any net profit of the
nonresident, but excluding the nonresident's distributive share
of the net profit or loss of only pass-through entities owned

directly or indirectly by the nonresident.

(3) For taxpayers that are not individuals, net profit of

the taxpayer;

(4) Lottery, sweepstakes, gambling and sports winnings,
winnings from games of chance, and prizes and awards. If the
taxpayer 1s a professional gambler for federal income tax
purposes, the taxpayer may deduct related wagering losses and
expenses to the extent authorized under the Internal Revenue

Code and claimed against such winnings.

(C) "Exempt income" means all of the following:
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(1) The military pay or allowances of members of the armed
forces of the United States or members of their reserve

components, including the national guard of any state;

(2) (a) Except as provided in division (C) (2) (b) of this

section, intangible income;

(b) A municipal corporation that taxed any type of
intangible income on March 29, 1988, pursuant to Section 3 of
S.B. 238 of the 116th general assembly, may continue to tax that
type of income if a majority of the electors of the municipal
corporation voting on the question of whether to permit the
taxation of that type of intangible income after 1988 wvoted in

favor thereof at an election held on November 8, 1988.

(3) Social security benefits, railroad retirement
benefits, unemployment compensation, pensions, retirement
benefit payments, payments from annuities, and similar payments
made to an employee or to the beneficiary of an employee under a
retirement program or plan, disability payments received from
private industry or local, state, or federal governments or from
charitable, religious or educational organizations, and the
proceeds of sickness, accident, or liability insurance policies.
As used in division (C) (3) of this section, "unemployment
compensation" does not include supplemental unemployment
compensation described in section 3402 (o) (2) of the Internal

Revenue Code.

(4) The income of religious, fraternal, charitable,
scientific, literary, or educational institutions to the extent
such income is derived from tax-exempt real estate, tax—-exempt

tangible or intangible property, or tax-exempt activities.

(5) Compensation paid under section 3501.28 or 3501.36 of
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the Revised Code to a person serving as a—preeimet—an election
official to the extent that such compensation does not exceed
one thousand dollars for the taxable year. Such compensation in
excess of one thousand dollars for the taxable year may be
subject to taxation by a municipal corporation. A municipal
corporation shall not require the payer of such compensation to

withhold any tax from that compensation.

(6) Dues, contributions, and similar payments received by
charitable, religious, educational, or literary organizations or

labor unions, lodges, and similar organizations;
(7) Alimony and child support received;

(8) Compensation for personal injuries or for damages to
property from insurance proceeds or otherwise, excluding
compensation paid for lost salaries or wages or compensation

from punitive damages;

(9) Income of a public utility when that public utility is
subject to the tax levied under section 5727.24 or 5727.30 of
the Revised Code. Division (C) (9) of this section does not apply

for purposes of Chapter 5745. of the Revised Code.

(10) Gains from involuntary conversions, interest on
federal obligations, items of income subject to a tax levied by
the state and that a municipal corporation is specifically
prohibited by law from taxing, and income of a decedent's estate
during the period of administration except such income from the

operation of a trade or business;

(11) Compensation or allowances excluded from federal

gross income under section 107 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(12) Employee compensation that is not qualifying wages as

defined in division (R) of this section;
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(13) Compensation paid to a person employed within the 2031
boundaries of a United States air force base under the 2032
jurisdiction of the United States air force that is used for the 2033
housing of members of the United States air force and is a 2034
center for air force operations, unless the person is subject to 2035
taxation because of residence or domicile. If the compensation 2036
is subject to taxation because of residence or domicile, tax on 2037
such income shall be payable only to the municipal corporation 2038
of residence or domicile. 2039

(14) (a) Except as provided in division (C) (14) (b) or (c) 2040
of this section, an S corporation shareholder's distributive 2041
share of net profits of the S corporation, other than any part 2042
of the distributive share of net profits that represents wages 2043
as defined in section 3121 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code or 2044
net earnings from self-employment as defined in section 1402 (a) 2045
of the Internal Revenue Code. 2046

(b) If, pursuant to division (H) of former section 718.01 2047
of the Revised Code as it existed before March 11, 2004, a 2048
majority of the electors of a municipal corporation voted in 2049
favor of the question at an election held on November 4, 2003, 2050
the municipal corporation may continue after 2002 to tax an S 2051
corporation shareholder's distributive share of net profits of 2052
an S corporation. 2053

(c) If, on December 6, 2002, a municipal corporation was 2054
imposing, assessing, and collecting a tax on an S corporation 2055
shareholder's distributive share of net profits of the S 2056
corporation to the extent the distributive share would be 2057
allocated or apportioned to this state under divisions (B) (1) 2058
and (2) of section 5733.05 of the Revised Code if the S 2059

corporation were a corporation subject to taxes imposed under 2060
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Chapter 5733. of the Revised Code, the municipal corporation may
continue to impose the tax on such distributive shares to the
extent such shares would be so allocated or apportioned to this
state only until December 31, 2004, unless a majority of the
electors of the municipal corporation voting on the question of
continuing to tax such shares after that date voted in favor of
that question at an election held November 2, 2004. If a
majority of those electors voted in favor of the question, the
municipal corporation may continue after December 31, 2004, to
impose the tax on such distributive shares only to the extent

such shares would be so allocated or apportioned to this state.

(d) A municipal corporation shall be deemed to have
elected to tax S corporation shareholders' distributive shares
of net profits of the S corporation in the hands of the
shareholders if a majority of the electors of a municipal
corporation voted in favor of a question at an election held
under division (C) (14) (b) or (c) of this section. The municipal
corporation shall specify by resolution or ordinance that the
tax applies to the distributive share of a shareholder of an S
corporation in the hands of the shareholder of the S

corporation.

(15) To the extent authorized under a resolution or
ordinance adopted by a municipal corporation before January 1,
2016, all or a portion of the income of individuals or a class

of individuals under eighteen years of age.

(16) (a) Except as provided in divisions (C) (16) (b), (c),
and (d) of this section, qualifying wages described in division
(B) (1) or (E) of section 718.011 of the Revised Code to the
extent the qualifying wages are not subject to withholding for

the municipal corporation under either of those divisions.
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(b) The exemption provided in division (C) (16) (a) of this
section does not apply with respect to the municipal corporation
in which the employee resided at the time the employee earned

the qualifying wages.

(c) The exemption provided in division (C) (16) (a) of this
section does not apply to qualifying wages that an employer
elects to withhold under division (D) (2) of section 718.011 of

the Revised Code.

(d) The exemption provided in division (C) (16) (a) of this
section does not apply to qualifying wages if both of the

following conditions apply:

(1) For qualifying wages described in division (B) (1) of
section 718.011 of the Revised Code, the employee's employer
withholds and remits tax on the qualifying wages to the
municipal corporation in which the employee's principal place of
work is situated, or, for qualifying wages described in division
(E) of section 718.011 of the Revised Code, the employee's
employer withholds and remits tax on the qualifying wages to the
municipal corporation in which the employer's fixed location is

located;

(ii) The employee receives a refund of the tax described
in division (C) (16) (d) (i) of this section on the basis of the

employee not performing services in that municipal corporation.

(17) (a) Except as provided in division (C) (17) (b) or (c)
of this section, compensation that is not qualifying wages paid
to a nonresident individual for personal services performed in
the municipal corporation on not more than twenty days in a

taxable year.

(b) The exemption provided in division (C) (17) (a) of this
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section does not apply under either of the following

circumstances:

(i) The individual's base of operation is located in the

municipal corporation.

(ii) The individual is a professional athlete,
professional entertainer, or public figure, and the compensation
is paid for the performance of services in the individual's
capacity as a professional athlete, professional entertainer, or
public figure. For purposes of division (C) (17) (b) (ii) of this
section, "professional athlete," "professional entertainer," and
"public figure" have the same meanings as in section 718.011 of

the Revised Code.

(c) Compensation to which division (C) (17) of this section
applies shall be treated as earned or received at the
individual's base of operation. If the individual does not have
a base of operation, the compensation shall be treated as earned

or received where the individual is domiciled.

(d) For purposes of division (C) (17) of this section,
"base of operation" means the location where an individual owns
or rents an office, storefront, or similar facility to which the
individual regularly reports and at which the individual

regularly performs personal services for compensation.

(18) Compensation paid to a person for personal services
performed for a political subdivision on property owned by the
political subdivision, regardless of whether the compensation is
received by an employee of the subdivision or another person
performing services for the subdivision under a contract with
the subdivision, if the property on which services are performed

is annexed to a municipal corporation pursuant to section
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709.023 of the Revised Code on or after March 27, 2013, unless
the person is subject to such taxation because of residence. If
the compensation is subject to taxation because of residence,
municipal income tax shall be payable only to the municipal

corporation of residence.

(19) In the case of a tax administered, collected, and
enforced by a municipal corporation pursuant to an agreement
with the board of directors of a joint economic development
district under section 715.72 of the Revised Code, the net
profits of a business, and the income of the employees of that
business, exempted from the tax under division (Q) of that

section.
(20) All of the following:

(a) Income derived from disaster work conducted in this
state by an out-of-state disaster business during a disaster
response period pursuant to a qualifying solicitation received

by the business;

(b) Income of a qualifying employee described in division
(A) (14) (a) of section 5703.94 of the Revised Code, to the extent
such income is derived from disaster work conducted in this
state by the employee during a disaster response period pursuant
to a qualifying solicitation received by the employee's

employer;

(c) Income of a qualifying employee described in division
(A) (14) (b) of section 5703.94 of the Revised Code, to the extent
such income is derived from disaster work conducted in this
state by the employee during a disaster response period on
critical infrastructure owned or used by the employee's

employer.
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(21) Income the taxation of which is prohibited by the 2178
constitution or laws of the United States. 2179

Any item of income that is exempt income of a pass-through 2180
entity under division (C) of this section is exempt income of 2181
each owner of the pass-through entity to the extent of that 2182
owner's distributive or proportionate share of that item of the 2183
entity's income. 2184

(D) (1) "Net profit" for a person who is an individual 2185
means the individual's net profit required to be reported on 2186
schedule C, schedule E, or schedule F reduced by any net 2187
operating loss carried forward. For the purposes of division (D) 2188
(1) of this section, the net operating loss carried forward 2189
shall be calculated and deducted in the same manner as provided 2190
in division (D) (3) of this section. 2191

(2) "Net profit" for a person other than an individual 2192
means adjusted federal taxable income reduced by any net 2193
operating loss incurred by the person in a taxable year 2194
beginning on or after January 1, 2017, subject to the 2195
limitations of division (D) (3) of this section. 2196

(3) (a) The amount of such net operating loss shall be 2197
deducted from net profit to the extent necessary to reduce 2198
municipal taxable income to zero, with any remaining unused 2199
portion of the net operating loss carried forward to not more 2200
than five consecutive taxable years following the taxable year 2201
in which the loss was incurred, but in no case for more years 2202
than necessary for the deduction to be fully utilized. 2203

(b) No person shall use the deduction allowed by division 2204
(D) (3) of this section to offset qualifying wages. 2205

(c) (1) For taxable years beginning in 2018, 2019, 2020, 2206
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2021, or 2022, a person may not deduct, for purposes of an
income tax levied by a municipal corporation that levies an
income tax before January 1, 2016, more than fifty per cent of
the amount of the deduction otherwise allowed by division (D) (3)

of this section.

(ii) For taxable years beginning in 2023 or thereafter, a
person may deduct, for purposes of an income tax levied by a
municipal corporation that levies an income tax before January
1, 2016, the full amount allowed by division (D) (3) of this
section without regard to the limitation of division (D) (3) (b)

(i) of this section.

(d) Any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward deduction
that is available may be utilized before a taxpayer may deduct

any amount pursuant to division (D) (3) of this section.

(e) Nothing in division (D) (3) (c) (1) of this section
precludes a person from carrying forward, for use with respect
to any return filed for a taxable year beginning after 2018, any
amount of net operating loss that was not fully utilized by
operation of division (D) (3) (c) (1) of this section. To the
extent that an amount of net operating loss that was not fully
utilized in one or more taxable years by operation of division
(D) (3) (c) (1) of this section is carried forward for use with
respect to a return filed for a taxable year beginning in 2019,
2020, 2021, or 2022, the limitation described in division (D) (3)
(c) (1) of this section shall apply to the amount carried

forward.

(4) For the purposes of this chapter, and notwithstanding
division (D) (2) of this section, net profit of a disregarded
entity shall not be taxable as against that disregarded entity,

but shall instead be included in the net profit of the owner of
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the disregarded entity.

(5) For the purposes of this chapter, and notwithstanding
any other provision of this chapter, the net profit of a
publicly traded partnership that makes the election described in
division (D) (5) of this section shall be taxed as if the
partnership were a C corporation, and shall not be treated as

the net profit or income of any owner of the partnership.

A publicly traded partnership that is treated as a
partnership for federal income tax purposes and that is subject
to tax on its net profits in one or more municipal corporations
in this state may elect to be treated as a C corporation for
municipal income tax purposes. The publicly traded partnership
shall make the election in every municipal corporation in which
the partnership is subject to taxation on its net profits. The
election shall be made on the annual tax return filed in each
such municipal corporation. The publicly traded partnership
shall not be required to file the election with any municipal
corporation in which the partnership is not subject to taxation
on its net profits, but division (D) (5) of this section applies
to all municipal corporations in which an individual owner of

the partnership resides.

(E) "Adjusted federal taxable income," for a person
required to file as a C corporation, or for a person that has
elected to be taxed as a C corporation under division (D) (5) of
this section, means a C corporation's federal taxable income
before net operating losses and special deductions as determined

under the Internal Revenue Code, adjusted as follows:

(1) Deduct intangible income to the extent included in
federal taxable income. The deduction shall be allowed

regardless of whether the intangible income relates to assets
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used in a trade or business or assets held for the production of

income.

(2) Add an amount equal to five per cent of intangible
income deducted under division (E) (1) of this section, but
excluding that portion of intangible income directly related to
the sale, exchange, or other disposition of property described

in section 1221 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(3) Add any losses allowed as a deduction in the
computation of federal taxable income if the losses directly
relate to the sale, exchange, or other disposition of an asset

described in section 1221 or 1231 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(4) (a) Except as provided in division (E) (4) (b) of this
section, deduct income and gain included in federal taxable
income to the extent the income and gain directly relate to the
sale, exchange, or other disposition of an asset described in

section 1221 or 1231 of the Internal Revenue Code;

(b) Division (E) (4) (a) of this section does not apply to
the extent the income or gain is income or gain described in

section 1245 or 1250 of the Internal Revenue Code.

(5) Add taxes on or measured by net income allowed as a

deduction in the computation of federal taxable income;

(6) In the case of a real estate investment trust or
regulated investment company, add all amounts with respect to
dividends to, distributions to, or amounts set aside for or
credited to the benefit of investors and allowed as a deduction

in the computation of federal taxable income;

(7) Deduct, to the extent not otherwise deducted or
excluded in computing federal taxable income, any income derived

from a transfer agreement or from the enterprise transferred
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under that agreement under section 4313.02 of the Revised Code;

(8) Deduct exempt income to the extent not otherwise
deducted or excluded in computing adjusted federal taxable

income.

(9) Deduct any net profit of a pass-through entity owned
directly or indirectly by the taxpayer and included in the
taxpayer's federal taxable income unless an affiliated group of
corporations includes that net profit in the group's federal
taxable income in accordance with division (E) (3) (b) of section

718.06 of the Revised Code.

(10) Add any loss incurred by a pass-through entity owned
directly or indirectly by the taxpayer and included in the
taxpayer's federal taxable income unless an affiliated group of
corporations includes that loss in the group's federal taxable
income in accordance with division (E) (3) (b) of section 718.06

of the Revised Code.

If the taxpayer is not a C corporation, is not a
disregarded entity that has made the election described in
division (L) (2) of this section, is not a publicly traded
partnership that has made the election described in division (D)
(5) of this section, and is not an individual, the taxpayer
shall compute adjusted federal taxable income under this section
as if the taxpayer were a C corporation, except guaranteed
payments and other similar amounts paid or accrued to a partner,
former partner, shareholder, former shareholder, member, or
former member shall not be allowed as a deductible expense
unless such payments are in consideration for the use of capital
and treated as payment of interest under section 469 of the
Internal Revenue Code or United States treasury regulations.

Amounts paid or accrued to a qualified self-employed retirement
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plan with respect to a partner, former partner, shareholder,
former shareholder, member, or former member of the taxpayer,
amounts paid or accrued to or for health insurance for a
partner, former partner, shareholder, former shareholder,
member, or former member, and amounts paid or accrued to or for
life insurance for a partner, former partner, shareholder,
former shareholder, member, or former member shall not be

allowed as a deduction.

Nothing in division (E) of this section shall be construed
as allowing the taxpayer to add or deduct any amount more than
once or shall be construed as allowing any taxpayer to deduct
any amount paid to or accrued for purposes of federal self-

employment tax.

(F) "Schedule C" means internal revenue service schedule C
(form 1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue
Code.

(G) "Schedule E" means internal revenue service schedule E
(form 1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue

Code.

(H) "Schedule F" means internal revenue service schedule F
(form 1040) filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue

Code.

(I) "Internal Revenue Code" has the same meaning as in

section 5747.01 of the Revised Code.

(J) "Resident" means an individual who is domiciled in the
municipal corporation as determined under section 718.012 of the

Revised Code.

(K) "Nonresident" means an individual that is not a

resident.
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(L) (1) "Taxpayer" means a person subject to a tax levied
on income by a municipal corporation in accordance with this
chapter. "Taxpayer" does not include a grantor trust or, except
as provided in division (L) (2) (a) of this section, a disregarded

entity.

(2) (a) A single member limited liability company that is a
disregarded entity for federal tax purposes may be a separate
taxpayer from its single member in all Ohio municipal
corporations in which it either filed as a separate taxpayer or
did not file for its taxable year ending in 2003, if all of the

following conditions are met:

(i) The limited liability company's single member is also

a limited liability company.

(ii) The limited liability company and its single member
were formed and doing business in one or more Ohio municipal

corporations for at least five years before January 1, 2004.

(1iii) Not later than December 31, 2004, the limited
liability company and its single member each made an election to
be treated as a separate taxpayer under division (L) of this

section as this section existed on December 31, 2004.

(iv) The limited liability company was not formed for the
purpose of evading or reducing Ohio municipal corporation income
tax liability of the limited liability company or its single

member.

(v) The Ohio municipal corporation that was the primary
place of business of the sole member of the limited liability

company consented to the election.

(b) For purposes of division (L) (2) (a) (v) of this section,

a municipal corporation was the primary place of business of a
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limited liability company if, for the limited liability
company's taxable year ending in 2003, its income tax liability
was greater in that municipal corporation than in any other
municipal corporation in Ohio, and that tax liability to that
municipal corporation for its taxable year ending in 2003 was at

least four hundred thousand dollars.

(M) "Person" includes individuals, firms, companies, joint
stock companies, business trusts, estates, trusts, partnerships,
limited liability partnerships, limited liability companies,
associations, C corporations, S corporations, governmental

entities, and any other entity.

(N) "Pass-through entity" means a partnership not treated
as an association taxable as a C corporation for federal income
tax purposes, a limited liability company not treated as an
association taxable as a C corporation for federal income tax
purposes, an S corporation, or any other class of entity from
which the income or profits of the entity are given pass-through
treatment for federal income tax purposes. "Pass-through entity"
does not include a trust, estate, grantor of a grantor trust, or

disregarded entity.

(O) "S corporation" means a person that has made an
election under subchapter S of Chapter 1 of Subtitle A of the

Internal Revenue Code for its taxable year.

(P) "Single member limited liability company" means a

limited liability company that has one direct member.

(Q) "Limited liability company" means a limited liability
company formed under Chapter 1705. or 1706. of the Revised Code

or under the laws of another state.

(R) "Qualifying wages" means wages, as defined in section
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3121 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code, without regard to any wage

limitations, adjusted as follows:
(1) Deduct the following amounts:

(a) Any amount included in wages if the amount constitutes
compensation attributable to a plan or program described in

section 125 of the Internal Revenue Code.

(b) Any amount included in wages if the amount constitutes
payment on account of a disability related to sickness or an
accident paid by a party unrelated to the employer, agent of an

employer, or other payer.

(c) Any amount attributable to a nonqualified deferred
compensation plan or program described in section 3121 (v) (2) (C)
of the Internal Revenue Code if the compensation is included in
wages and the municipal corporation has, by resolution or
ordinance adopted before January 1, 2016, exempted the amount

from withholding and tax.

(d) Any amount included in wages i1f the amount arises from
the sale, exchange, or other disposition of a stock option, the
exercise of a stock option, or the sale, exchange, or other
disposition of stock purchased under a stock option and the
municipal corporation has, by resolution or ordinance adopted
before January 1, 2016, exempted the amount from withholding and

tax.
(e) Any amount included in wages that is exempt income.
(2) Add the following amounts:

(a) Any amount not included in wages solely because the

employee was employed by the employer before April 1, 1986.

(b) Any amount not included in wages because the amount
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arises from the sale, exchange, or other disposition of a stock
option, the exercise of a stock option, or the sale, exchange,
or other disposition of stock purchased under a stock option and
the municipal corporation has not, by resolution or ordinance,
exempted the amount from withholding and tax adopted before
January 1, 2016. Division (R) (2) (b) of this section applies only

to those amounts constituting ordinary income.

(c) Any amount not included in wages if the amount is an
amount described in section 401 (k), 403 (b), or 457 of the
Internal Revenue Code. Division (R) (2) (¢) of this section

applies only to employee contributions and employee deferrals.

(d) Any amount that is supplemental unemployment
compensation benefits described in section 3402 (o) (2) of the

Internal Revenue Code and not included in wages.

(e) Any amount received that is treated as self-employment
income for federal tax purposes in accordance with section

1402 (a) (8) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(f) Any amount not included in wages if all of the

following apply:

(1) For the taxable year the amount is employee
compensation that is earned outside of the United States and
that either is included in the taxpayer's gross income for
federal income tax purposes or would have been included in the
taxpayer's gross income for such purposes if the taxpayer did
not elect to exclude the income under section 911 of the

Internal Revenue Code;

(ii) For no preceding taxable year did the amount
constitute wages as defined in section 3121 (a) of the Internal

Revenue Code;
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(iii) For no succeeding taxable year will the amount

constitute wages; and

(iv) For any taxable year the amount has not otherwise
been added to wages pursuant to either division (R) (2) of this
section or section 718.03 of the Revised Code, as that section
existed before the effective date of H.B. 5 of the 130th general
assembly, March 23, 2015.

(S) "Intangible income" means income of any of the
following types: income yield, interest, capital gains,
dividends, or other income arising from the ownership, sale,
exchange, or other disposition of intangible property including,
but not limited to, investments, deposits, money, or credits as
those terms are defined in Chapter 5701. of the Revised Code,
and patents, copyrights, trademarks, tradenames, investments in
real estate investment trusts, investments in regulated
investment companies, and appreciation on deferred compensation.
"Intangible income" does not include prizes, awards, or other
income associated with any lottery winnings, gambling winnings,

or other similar games of chance.

(T) "Taxable year" means the corresponding tax reporting
period as prescribed for the taxpayer under the Internal Revenue

Code.

(U) "Tax administrator" means the individual charged with
direct responsibility for administration of an income tax levied
by a municipal corporation in accordance with this chapter, and

also includes the following:

(1) A municipal corporation acting as the agent of another

municipal corporation;

(2) A person retained by a municipal corporation to
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administer a tax levied by the municipal corporation, but only
if the municipal corporation does not compensate the person in

whole or in part on a contingency basis;

(3) The central collection agency or the regional income

tax agency or their successors in interest, or another entity

organized to perform functions similar to those performed by the

central collection agency and the regional income tax agency.

"Tax administrator" does not include the tax commissioner.

(V) "Employer" means a person that is an employer for

federal income tax purposes.

(W) "Employee" means an individual who is an employee for

federal income tax purposes.

(X) "Other payer" means any person, other than an
individual's employer or the employer's agent, that pays an
individual any amount included in the federal gross income of
the individual. "Other payer" includes casino operators and

video lottery terminal sales agents.

(Y) "Calendar quarter" means the three-month period ending

on the last day of March, June, September, or December.

(z) "Form 2106" means internal revenue service form 2106

filed by a taxpayer pursuant to the Internal Revenue Code.

(AA) "Municipal corporation" includes a joint economic
development district or joint economic development zone that
levies an income tax under section 715.691, 715.70, 715.71, or

715.72 of the Revised Code.

(BB) "Disregarded entity" means a single member limited
liability company, a qualifying subchapter S subsidiary, or

another entity if the company, subsidiary, or entity is a

Page 87

2499
2500
2501

2502
2503
2504
2505

2506

2507
2508

2509
2510

2511
2512
2513
2514
2515

2516
2517

2518
2519

2520
2521
2522
2523

2524
2525
2526



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

disregarded entity for federal income tax purposes.

(CC) "Generic form" means an electronic or paper form that
is not prescribed by a particular municipal corporation and that
is designed for reporting taxes withheld by an employer, agent
of an employer, or other payer, estimated municipal income
taxes, or annual municipal income tax liability or for filing a

refund claim.

(DD) "Tax return preparer" means any individual described
in section 7701 (a) (36) of the Internal Revenue Code and 26
C.F.R. 301.7701-15.

(EE) "Ohio business gateway" means the online computer
network system, created under section 125.30 of the Revised
Code, that allows persons to electronically file business reply
forms with state agencies and includes any successor electronic

filing and payment system.

(FF) "Local board of tax review" and "board of tax review"
mean the entity created under section 718.11 of the Revised

Code.

(GG) "Net operating loss" means a loss incurred by a
person in the operation of a trade or business. "Net operating
loss"™ does not include unutilized losses resulting from basis
limitations, at-risk limitations, or passive activity loss

limitations.

(HH) "Casino operator" and "casino facility" have the same

meanings as in section 3772.01 of the Revised Code.

(IT) "Video lottery terminal" has the same meaning as in

section 3770.21 of the Revised Code.

(JJ) "Video lottery terminal sales agent" means a lottery
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sales agent licensed under Chapter 3770. of the Revised Code to
conduct video lottery terminals on behalf of the state pursuant

to section 3770.21 of the Revised Code.

(KK) "Postal service" means the United States postal

service.

(LL) "Certified mail," "express mail," "United States
mail," "postal service," and similar terms include any delivery
service authorized pursuant to section 5703.056 of the Revised

Code.

(MM) "Postmark date," "date of postmark," and similar
terms include the date recorded and marked in the manner
described in division (B) (3) of section 5703.056 of the Revised

Code.

(NN) "Related member" means a person that, with respect to
the taxpayer during all or any portion of the taxable year, is
either a related entity, a component member as defined in
section 1563 (b) of the Internal Revenue Code, or a person to or
from whom there is attribution of stock ownership in accordance
with section 1563 (e) of the Internal Revenue Code except, for
purposes of determining whether a person is a related member
under this division, "twenty per cent" shall be substituted for
"5 percent" wherever "5 percent" appears in section 1563 (e) of

the Internal Revenue Code.
(0O0) "Related entity" means any of the following:

(1) An individual stockholder, or a member of the
stockholder's family enumerated in section 318 of the Internal
Revenue Code, if the stockholder and the members of the
stockholder's family own directly, indirectly, beneficially, or

constructively, in the aggregate, at least fifty per cent of the
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value of the taxpayer's outstanding stock;

(2) A stockholder, or a stockholder's partnership, estate,
trust, or corporation, if the stockholder and the stockholder's
partnerships, estates, trusts, or corporations own directly,
indirectly, beneficially, or constructively, in the aggregate,
at least fifty per cent of the value of the taxpayer's

outstanding stock;

(3) A corporation, or a party related to the corporation
in a manner that would require an attribution of stock from the
corporation to the party or from the party to the corporation
under division (00) (4) of this section, provided the taxpayer
owns directly, indirectly, beneficially, or constructively, at
least fifty per cent of the value of the corporation's

outstanding stock;

(4) The attribution rules described in section 318 of the
Internal Revenue Code apply for the purpose of determining
whether the ownership requirements in divisions (00) (1) to (3)

of this section have been met.

(PP) (1) "Assessment" means a written finding by the tax
administrator that a person has underpaid municipal income tax,
or owes penalty and interest, or any combination of tax,
penalty, or interest, to the municipal corporation that
commences the person's time limitation for making an appeal to
the local board of tax review pursuant to section 718.11 of the
Revised Code, and has "ASSESSMENT" written in all capital

letters at the top of such finding.

(2) "Assessment" does not include an informal notice
denying a request for refund issued under division (B) (3) of

section 718.19 of the Revised Code, a billing statement
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notifying a taxpayer of current or past-due balances owed to the
municipal corporation, a tax administrator's request for
additional information, a notification to the taxpayer of
mathematical errors, or a tax administrator's other written
correspondence to a person or taxpayer that does meet the

criteria prescribed by division (PP) (1) of this section.

(QQ) "Taxpayers' rights and responsibilities" means the
rights provided to taxpayers in sections 718.11, 718.12, 718.19,
718.23, 718.36, 718.37, 718.38, 5717.011, and 5717.03 of the
Revised Code and the responsibilities of taxpayers to file,
report, withhold, remit, and pay municipal income tax and
otherwise comply with Chapter 718. of the Revised Code and
resolutions, ordinances, and rules adopted by a municipal
corporation for the imposition and administration of a municipal

income tax.

(RR) "Qualified municipal corporation" means a municipal
corporation that, by resolution or ordinance adopted on or
before December 31, 2011, adopted Ohio adjusted gross income, as
defined by section 5747.01 of the Revised Code, as the income
subject to tax for the purposes of imposing a municipal income

tax.

(SS) (1) "Pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward" means
any net operating loss incurred in a taxable year beginning
before January 1, 2017, to the extent such loss was permitted,
by a resolution or ordinance of the municipal corporation that
was adopted by the municipal corporation before January 1, 2016,
to be carried forward and utilized to offset income or net
profit generated in such municipal corporation in future taxable

years.

(2) For the purpose of calculating municipal taxable
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income, any pre-2017 net operating loss carryforward may be
carried forward to any taxable year, including taxable years
beginning in 2017 or thereafter, for the number of taxable years
provided in the resolution or ordinance or until fully utilized,

whichever is earlier.

(TT) "Small employer" means any employer that had total
revenue of less than five hundred thousand dollars during the
preceding taxable year. For purposes of this division, "total
revenue" means receipts of any type or kind, including, but not
limited to, sales receipts; payments; rents; profits; gains,
dividends, and other investment income; compensation;
commissions; premiums; money; property; grants; contributions;
donations; gifts; program service revenue; patient service
revenue; premiums; fees, including premium fees and service
fees; tuition payments; unrelated business revenue;
reimbursements; any type of payment from a governmental unit,
including grants and other allocations; and any other similar
receipts reported for federal income tax purposes or under
generally accepted accounting principles. "Small employer" does
not include the federal government; any state government,
including any state agency or instrumentality; any political
subdivision; or any entity treated as a government for financial

accounting and reporting purposes.

(UU) "Audit" means the examination of a person or the
inspection of the books, records, memoranda, or accounts of a
person for the purpose of determining liability for a municipal

income tax.

(VV) "Publicly traded partnership" means any partnership,
an interest in which is regularly traded on an established

securities market. A "publicly traded partnership" may have any
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number of partners.

(WW) "Tax commissioner" means the tax commissioner

appointed under section 121.03 of the Revised Code.

(XX) "Out-of-state disaster business," "qualifying

Al

solicitation," "qualifying employee," "disaster work," "critical

infrastructure," and "disaster response period" have the same

meanings as in section 5703.94 of the Revised Code.

(YY) "Pension" means a retirement benefit plan, regardless
of whether the plan satisfies the qualifications described under
section 401 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code, including amounts
that are taxable under the "Federal Insurance Contributions
Act," Chapter 21 of the Internal Revenue Code, excluding
employee contributions and elective deferrals, and regardless of
whether such amounts are paid in the same taxable year in which
the amounts are included in the employee's wages, as defined by

section 3121 (a) of the Internal Revenue Code.

(ZZ) "Retirement benefit plan" means an arrangement
whereby an entity provides benefits to individuals either on or
after their termination of service because of retirement or
disability. "Retirement benefit plan" does not include wage
continuation payments, severance payments, or payments made for

accrued personal or vacation time.
Sec. 3313.77. (A) For purposes of this section:

(1) "General public" means members of the community,

including both of the following:
(a) Students during nonschool hours;

(b) Employees of a school or school district when not

working in the scope of their employment.
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(2) "Nonschool hours" means both of the following: 2701
(a) Any time prior to and after regular classroom 2702
instruction on a day that school is in session; 2703
(b) Any day that school is not in session, including 2704
weekends, holidays, and vacation breaks. 2705
(3) "Recreational meetings and entertainments" means all 2706
indoor or outdoor games or physical activities, either organized 2707
or unorganized, that are undertaken for exercise, relaxation, 2708
diversion, sport, or pleasure. 2709
(4) "School premises" means all indoor and outdoor 2710
structures, facilities, and land owned, rented, or leased by a 2711
school or school district. 2712
(B) The board of education of any city, exempted village, 2713
or local school district shall, upon request and the payment of 2714
a reasonable fee, subject to such regulation as is adopted by 2715
such board, permit the use of school premises, when not in 2716
actual use for school purposes, for any of the following 2717
purposes: 2718
(1) Giving instructions in any branch of education, 2719
learning, or the arts; 2720
(2) Holding educational, religious, civic, social, or 2721
recreational meetings and entertainments, and for such other 2722
purposes as promote the welfare of the community; provided such 2723
meetings and entertainments shall be nonexclusive and open to 2724
the general public; 2725
(3) Public library purposes, as a station for a public 2726
library, or as reading rooms; 2727

(4) Pettimg—Precinct polling places_and voter service and 2728
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polling centers, for holding elections and for the registration

of voters—er—forhoelding;

(5) Holding grange or similar meetings.

The board of education of each school district shall adopt
a policy for the use of school premises by the general public,
including a list of all fees to be paid for the use of such
premises and the costs used to determine such fees. Once
adopted, the policy shall remain in effect until formally
amended by the board. A copy of the policy shall be made

available to any resident of the district upon request.

Sec. 3501.01. As used in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to elections and political communications:

(A) "General election" means the election held on the

first Tuesday after the first Monday in each November.

(B) "Regular municipal election" means the election held
on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

odd-numbered year.

(C) "Regular state election" means the election held on
the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November in each

even-numbered year.

(D) "Special election" means any election other than those
elections defined in other divisions of this section. A special
election may be held only on the first Tuesday after the first
Monday in May, August, or November, or on the day authorized by
a particular municipal or county charter for the holding of a
primary election, except that in any year in which a
presidential primary election is held, no special election shall
be held in May, except as authorized by a municipal or county

charter, but may be held on the third Tuesday after the first
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Monday in March.

(E) (1) "Primary" or "primary election" means an election
held for the purpose of nominating persons as candidates of
political parties for election to offices, and for the purpose
of electing persons as members of the controlling committees of
political parties and as delegates and alternates to the
conventions of political parties. Primary elections shall be
held on the first Tuesday after the first Monday in May of each
year except in years in which a presidential primary election is

held.

(2) "Presidential primary election" means a primary
election as defined by division (E) (1) of this section at which
an election is held for the purpose of choosing delegates and
alternates to the national conventions of the major political
parties pursuant to section 3513.12 of the Revised Code. Unless
otherwise specified, presidential primary elections are included
in references to primary elections. In years in which a
presidential primary election is held, all primary elections
shall be held on the third Tuesday after the first Monday in
March except as otherwise authorized by a municipal or county

charter.

(F) "Political party" means any group of voters meeting
the requirements set forth in section 3517.01 of the Revised

Code for the formation and existence of a political party.

(1) "Major political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state whose candidate for
governor or nominees for presidential electors received not less
than twenty per cent of the total vote cast for such office at

the most recent regular state election.
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(2) "Minor political party" means any political party
organized under the laws of this state that meets either of the

following requirements:

(a) Except as otherwise provided in this division, the
political party's candidate for governor or nominees for
presidential electors received less than twenty per cent but not
less than three per cent of the total vote cast for such office
at the most recent regular state election. A political party
that meets the requirements of this division remains a political
party for a period of four years after meeting those

requirements.

(b) The political party has filed with the secretary of
state, subsequent to its failure to meet the requirements of
division (F) (2) (a) of this section, a petition that meets the

requirements of section 3517.01 of the Revised Code.

A newly formed political party shall be known as a minor
political party until the time of the first election for
governor or president which occurs not less than twelve months
subsequent to the formation of such party, after which election
the status of such party shall be determined by the vote for the

office of governor or president.
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HH—"Candidate" means any qualified person certified in

accordance with the provisions of the Revised Code for placement
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on the official ballot of a primary, general, or special
election to be held in this state, or any qualified person who
claims to be a write-in candidate, or who knowingly assents to
being represented as a write-in candidate by another at either a

primary, general, or special election to be held in this state.

+F—(H) "Independent candidate" means any candidate who
elaims—is not te—Pbe—affiliated with a political party, and whose
name has been certified on the office-type ballot at a general
or special election through the filing of a statement of
candidacy and nominating petition, as prescribed in section

3513.257 of the Revised Code.

+F—(I) "Nonpartisan candidate" means any candidate whose
name is required, pursuant to section 3505.04 of the Revised
Code, to be listed on the nonpartisan ballot, including all
candidates for judicial office, for member of any board of
education, for municipal or township offices in which primary
elections are not held for nominating candidates by political
parties, and for offices of municipal corporations having
charters that provide for separate ballots for elections for

these offices.

53— (J) "Party candidate" means any candidate who elaims—
te—be—1s a member of a political party and who has been
certified to appear on the office-type ballot at a general or
special election as the nominee of a political party because the
candidate has won the primary election of the candidate's party
for the public office the candidate seeks, has been nominated
under section 3517.012, or is selected by party committee in

accordance with section 3513.31 of the Revised Code.

H—(K) "Officer of a political party" includes, but is

not limited to, any member, elected or appointed, of a
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controlling committee, whether representing the territory of the
state, a district therein, a county, township, a city, a ward, a
precinct, or other territory, of a major or minor political

party.

M— (1) "Question or issue" means any question or issue
certified in accordance with the Revised Code for placement on
an official ballot at a general or special election to be held

in this state.

M— (M) "Elector" or "qualified elector”" means a person
having the qualifications provided by law to be entitled to

vote.
56— (N) "Voter" means an elector who votes at an election.

+P—(0) "Voting residence" means that place of residence

of an elector which shall determine the preeimetr—3n—candidates,

guestions, and issues on which the elector may vote.

+0+—(P) "Precinct" means a district within a county
established by the board of elections of such county within
which all qualified electors having a voting residence therein

may vote at—on the same pellimg—plaee—candidates, gquestions, and

issues.

R (Q) (1) "kPellimeg—Precinct polling place" means £hat—a
place provided for eaeh—a precinct at which the electors having

a voting residence in swekh—the precinct may sete—cast ballots in

person on the day of an election.

+5+—(2) "Voter service and polling center" means a place

other than a precinct polling place or the office of a board of

elections at which the electors having a voting residence in the

county may cast ballots in person, obtain mail ballots, or

return voted mail ballots.
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(3) "Ballot drop box" means a secure box located in a 2875
place other than a precinct polling place, a voter service and 2876
polling center, or the office of a board of elections at which 2877
the electors having a voting residence in the county may deposit 2878
voted mail ballots for delivery to the office of the board 2879
without the payment of postage. 2880
(R) "Board" or "board of elections" means the board of 2881
elections appointed in a county pursuant to section 3501.06 of 2882
the Revised Code. 2883
+—(S) "Political subdivision" means a county, township, 2884
city, village, or school district. 2885
59— (T) "Election officer" or "election official" means 2886
any of the following: 2887
(1) Secretary of state; 2888
(2) Employees of the secretary of state serving the 2889
division of elections in the capacity of attorney, 2890
administrative officer, administrative assistant, elections 2891
administrator, office manager, or clerical supervisor; 2892
(3) Director of a board of elections; 2893
(4) Deputy director of a board of elections; 2894
(5) Member of a board of elections; 2895
(6) Employees of a board of elections; 2896
(7) Preeinet—etection—FElection officials appointed under 2897
section 3501.22 of the Revised Code; 2898
(8) Employees appointed by the boards of elections on a 2899
temporary or part-time basis. 2900

~—(U) "Acknowledgment notice" means a notice sent by a 2901
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board of elections_under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, on

a form prescribed by the secretary of state, informing a person

who has applied to register to vote or to update the person's

voter registration—apptieant—eor—ap—appticant, or who wishes—te—

ehange—the—applicantls—residence—oer—rmame—has had the person's

registration updated under section 3503.111 of the Revised Code,

of #he—all of the following:

(1) The status of the—eapptieatien registration; +he—

(2) The information necessary to complete or update the
apptieatieon registration, if any; amd—3F—

(3) If the apprieatien—registration is complete, the

precinct in which the applicant is registered to vote;

(4) Any other information required to be included in the

acknowledgment notice under section 3503.19 of the Revised Code,

as applicable.

H#H—(V) "Confirmation notice" means a notice sent by a
board of elections, on a form prescribed by the secretary of

state, by forwardable mail and with return postage prepaid, to a

registered elector to confirm the registered elector's current

address. The notice shall comply with all applicable

requirements of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993.

59— (W) "Designated agency" means an office or agency in
the state that provides public assistance or that provides
state-funded programs primarily engaged in providing services to
persons with disabilities and that is required by the National
Voter Registration Act of 1993 to implement a program designed
and administered by the secretary of state for registering
voters, or any other public or government office or agency that

implements a program designed and administered by the secretary
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of state for registering voters, including the department of job
and family services, the program administered under section
3701.132 of the Revised Code by the department of health, the
department of mental health and addiction services, the
department of developmental disabilities, the opportunities for
Ohiocans with disabilities agency, and any other agency the
secretary of state designates. "Designated agency" does not
include public high schools and vocational schools, public

libraries, or the office of a county treasurer.

9 (X) (1) "Help America Vote Act of 2002" means the "Help

America Vote Act of 2002," 52 U.S.C. 20901, et seq.

(2) "National Voter Registration Act of 1993" means the
"National Voter Registration Act of 1993," 107 Stat. 77, 4252
U.S.C.A. 397320501, et seq.

+#r—(3) "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting

Act" means the "Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting

Act," 52 U.S.C. 20301, et seq.

(4) "Voting Rights Act of 1965" means the "Voting Rights
Act of 1965," 79 Stat. 437, 4252 U.S.C.A. +9+3-10301 et seqgq.,

as amended.

“AAr—(Y) "Photo identification" means a document that

meets each of the following requirements:

(1) It shows the name of the individual to whom it was

issued, which shall conform to the name in the pedti—3is+t—or

sigrature—petibeek—individual's voter registration record.

(2) It shows the current address of the individual to whom

it was issued, which shall conform to the address in the peodid—

HHs+t—-or sigrature—pelibeook—individual's voter registration

record, except for a driver's license or a state identification
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card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised Code, which may
show either the current or former address of the individual to

whom it was issued, regardless of whether that address conforms

to the address in the peoll—dist—eor—sigrature—poltibook

individual's voter registration record.

(3) It shows a photograph of the individual to whom it was

issued.

(4) It includes an expiration date that has not passed.

(5) It was issued by the government of the United States

or this state.

(Z) "Active elector" means any elector other than an

elector who has been sent a confirmation notice and has failed

to take any of the actions listed in diwvision (A) (7) of section

3503.21 of the Revised Code subsegquent to the mailing of the

confirmation notice.

(AA) "Mail ballot" includes a mail ballot cast under

Chapter 3509. of the Revised Code and a uniformed service or

overseas mail ballot or a federal write-in absentee ballot cast

under Chapter 3511. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3501.05. The secretary of state shall do all of the

following:

(A) Appoint all members of boards of elections;

(B) Issue instructions by directives and advisories in
accordance with section 3501.053 of the Revised Code to members

of the boards as to the proper methods of conducting elections.

(C) Prepare rules and instructions for the conduct of

elections, including adopting rules to do all of the following:
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(1) Provide for uniformity in the conduct of state

elections by mail;

(2) Govern the procedures for conducting elections by

mail.

(D) Publish and furnish to the boards from time to time a
sufficient number of indexed copies of all election laws then in

force;

(E) Edit and issue all pamphlets concerning proposed laws

or amendments required by law to be submitted to the voters;

(F) Prescribe the form of registration cards, blanks, and

records;

(G) Determine and prescribe the forms of ballots and the
forms of all blanks, cards of instructions, pollbooks, tally
sheets, certificates of election, and forms and blanks required

by law for use by candidates, committees, and boards;

(H) Prepare the ballot title or statement to be placed on
the ballot for any proposed law or amendment to the constitution

to be submitted to the voters of the state;

(I) Except as otherwise provided in section 3519.08 of the
Revised Code, certify to the several boards the forms of ballots
and names of candidates for state offices, and the form and
wording of state referendum questions and issues, as they shall

appear on the ballot;

(J) Except as otherwise provided in division (I) (2) (b) of
section 3501.38 of the Revised Code, give final approval to
ballot language for any local question or issue approved and
transmitted by boards of elections under section 3501.11 of the

Revised Code;
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(K) Receive all initiative and referendum petitions on
state questions and issues and determine and certify to the

sufficiency of those petitions;

(L) Require such reports from the several boards as are
provided by law, or as the secretary of state considers

necessaryy;

(M) Compel the observance by election officers in the

several counties of the requirements of the election laws;

(N) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (N) (2) of
this section, investigate the administration of election laws,
frauds, and irregularities in elections in any county, and
report violations of election laws to the attorney general or

prosecuting attorney, or both, for prosecution;

(2) On and after August 24, 1995, report a failure to
comply with or a violation of a provision in sections 3517.08 to
3517.13, 3517.20 to 3517.22, 3599.03, or 3599.031 of the Revised
Code, whenever the secretary of state has or should have
knowledge of a failure to comply with or a violation of a
provision in one of those sections, by filing a complaint with
the Ohio elections commission under section 3517.153 of the

Revised Code.

(O) Make an annual report to the governor containing the
results of elections, the cost of elections in the wvarious
counties, a tabulation of the votes in the several political
subdivisions, and other information and recommendations relative

to elections the secretary of state considers desirable;

(P) Prescribe and distribute to boards of elections a list
of instructions indicating all legal steps necessary to petition

successfully for local option elections under sections 4301.32
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to 4301.41, 4303.29, 4305.14, and 4305.15 of the Revised Code;

(Q) Adopt rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the removal by boards of elections of ineligible voters
from the statewide voter registration database and, if

applicable, from the poll list or signature pollbook used in

each precinct—whieh. Those rules shall previde—fer—allof+th
L) at P oo faor +1 raormas 1 £ ot = = s ol noradl
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2 r—+A—include rules governing the removal of ineligible

voters under section 3503.111 of the Revised Code, a process for

the removal of ineligible voters under section 3503.21 of the

Revised Code+—

=2+—A, and a uniform system for marking or removing the
name of a voter who is ineligible to vote from the statewide
voter registration database and, if applicable, from the poll
list or signature pollbook used in each precinct and noting the

reason for that mark or removal.

(R) Prescribe a general program for registering voters or
updating voter registration information, such as name and
residence changes, by boards of elections, designated agencies,
offices of deputy registrars of motor vehicles, public high
schools and vocational schools, public libraries, and offices of
county treasurers consistent with the requirements of section

3503.09 of the Revised Code;
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(S) Prescribe a program of distribution of voter 3073
registration forms through boards of elections, designated 3074
agencies, offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of 3075
motor vehicles, public high schools and vocational schools, 3076
public libraries, and offices of county treasurers; 3077

(T) To the extent feasible, provide copies, at no cost and 3078
upon request, of the voter registration form in post offices in 3079
this state; 3080

(U) Adopt rules pursuant to section 111.15 of the Revised 3081
Code for the purpose of implementing the program for registering 3082
voters through boards of elections, designated agencies, and the 3083
offices of the registrar and deputy registrars of motor vehicles 3084
consistent with this chapter; 3085

(V) Establish the full-time position of Americans with 3086
Disabilities Act coordinator within the office of the secretary 3087
of state to do all of the following: 3088

(1) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that £here— 3089
is—egual—acecess—+to—pollingplaces—Ffer—persons with disabilities 3090
have the same access to locations where ballots may be cast in 3091
person as persons without disabilities; 3092

(2) Assist the secretary of state with ensuring that each 3093
voter may cast the voter's ballot in a manner that provides the 3094
same opportunity for access and participation, including privacy 3095
and independence, as for other voters; 3096

(3) Advise the secretary of state in the development of 3097
standards for the certification of wetimeg—machimesy—marking 3098
devices+ and automatic tabulating equipment. 3099

(W) Establish and maintain a computerized statewide 3100

database of all legally registered voters under section 3503.15 3101
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of the Revised Code that complies with the requirements of the

Help America Vote Act of 2002+ Pub+—F+Ne+—307—252—F1+6—Stat=

1666, and provide training in the operation of that system;

(X) Ensure that all directives, advisories, other
instructions, or decisions issued or made during or as a result
of any conference or teleconference call with a board of
elections to discuss the proper methods and procedures for
conducting elections, to answer questions regarding elections,
or to discuss the interpretation of directives, advisories, or
other instructions issued by the secretary of state are posted
on a web site of the office of the secretary of state as soon as
is practicable after the completion of the conference or
teleconference call, but not later than the close of business on
the same day as the conference or teleconference call takes

place.

(Y) Publish a report on a web site of the office of the
secretary of state not later than one month after the completion
of the canvass of the election returns for each primary and
general election, identifying, by county, the number of aksent—
Foter!s—mail ballots cast and the number of those ballots that
were counted, and the number of provisional ballots cast and the
number of those ballots that were counted, for that election.
The secretary of state shall maintain the information on the web

site in an archive format for each subsequent election.

(Zz) Conduct voter education outlining voter
identification, absemt—eters—mail ballot, provisional ballot,

and other voting requirements;

(AA) Establish a procedure by which a registered elector

may make available to a board of elections a more recent

signature to be used in the—petli—Iist—-orsigrature—peliboc]
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3132

3133

(BB) Disseminate information, which may include all or 3134

part of the official explanations and arguments, by means of 3135
direct mail or other written publication, broadcast, or other 3136
means or combination of means, as directed by the Ohio ballot 3137
board under division (F) of section 3505.062 of the Revised 3138
Code, in order to inform the voters as fully as possible 3139
concerning each proposed constitutional amendment, proposed law, 3140
or referendum; 3141
(CC) Be the single state office responsible for the 3142
implementation of the MUniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 3143
Voting Act+t—Pub—F—Ne—599—416—380—Stat—024—42H-5-C= 3144
1073 ff—et—seg—as—amended; in this state. The secretary of 3145
state may delegate to the boards of elections responsibilities 3146
for the implementation of that act, including responsibilities 3147
arising from amendments to that act made by the "Military and 3148
Overseas Voter Empowerment Act," Subtitle H of the "National 3149
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2010," Pub. L. No. 3150
111-84, 123 Stat. 3190. 3151
(DD) Adopt rules, under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, 3152

to establish procedures and standards for determining when a 3153
board of elections shall be placed under the official oversight 3154
of the secretary of state, placing a board of elections under 3155
the official oversight of the secretary of state, a board that 3156
is under official oversight to transition out of official 3157
oversight, and the secretary of state to supervise a board of 3158
elections that is under official oversight of the secretary of 3159
state. 3160

(EE) Perform other duties required by law. 316l
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Whenever a primary election is held under section 3513.32 3162

of the Revised Code or a special election is held under section 3163
3521.03 of the Revised Code to fill a vacancy in the office of 3164
representative to congress, the secretary of state shall 3165
establish a deadline, notwithstanding any other deadline 3166
required under the Revised Code, by which any or all of the 3167
following shall occur: the filing of a declaration of candidacy 3168
and petitions or a statement of candidacy and nominating 3169
petition together with the applicable filing fee; the filing of 3170
protests against the candidacy of any person filing a 3171
declaration of candidacy or nominating petition; the filing of a 3172
declaration of intent to be a write-in candidate; the filing of 3173
campaign finance reports; the preparation of, and the making of 3174
corrections or challenges to, precinct voter registration lists; 3175
the sending of ballots; the receipt of applications for absest— 3176
oterls—Pballeots—eor—unifeormed—services—oroverseas—absent—voterls 3177
mail ballots; the supplying of election materials fe—preeinets 3178
by boards of elections_to locations where ballots may be cast in 3179
person; the holding of hearings by boards of elections to 3180
consider challenges to the right of a person to appear on a 3181
voter registration list; and the scheduling of programs to 3182
instruct or reinstruct election officers. 3183
In the performance of the secretary of state's duties as 3184

the chief election officer, the secretary of state may 3185
administer oaths, issue subpoenas, summon witnesses, compel the 3186
production of books, papers, records, and other evidence, and 3187
fix the time and place for hearing any matters relating to the 3188
administration and enforcement of the election laws. 3189
In any controversy involving or arising out of the 3190
adoption of registration or the appropriation of funds for 3191

registration, the secretary of state may, through the attorney 3192
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general, bring an action in the name of the state in the court
of common pleas of the county where the cause of action arose or

in an adjoining county, to adjudicate the question.

In any action involving the laws in Title XXXV of the
Revised Code wherein the interpretation of those laws is in
issue in such a manner that the result of the action will affect
the lawful duties of the secretary of state or of any board of
elections, the secretary of state may, on the secretary of

state's motion, be made a party.

The secretary of state may apply to any court that is
hearing a case in which the secretary of state is a party, for a
change of venue as a substantive right, and the change of venue
shall be allowed, and the case removed to the court of common
pleas of an adjoining county named in the application or, if
there are cases pending in more than one jurisdiction that
involve the same or similar issues, the court of common pleas of

Franklin county.

Public high schools and vocational schools, public
libraries, and the office of a county treasurer shall implement
voter registration programs as directed by the secretary of

state pursuant to this section.
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Page 111

3193
3194
3195

3196
3197
3198
3199
3200
3201

3202
3203
3204
3205
3206
3207
3208
3209

3210
3211
3212
3213

3214
3215
3216
3217
3218
3219
3220

3221



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

the Revised Code, the secretary of state may authorize, i+m—ene—

more—preeinets—in one or more counties, a program allowing

£V
A

individuals under the age of eighteen to enter the—peliing—rpiace

a location where ballots may be cast in person and vote in a

simulated election held at the same time as a general election.
Any individual working in or supervising at a simulated election
may enter the pedldtimg—pitace—location and remain within it during
the entire period the petdts—axre—location is open.

(B) A program established under division (A) of this

section shall require all of the following:

(1) That the duties imposed on preeimet—election officials
and peace officers under section 3501.33 of the Revised Code be
performed by those officials and officers in regard to simulated

elections and all activities related to simulated elections;

(2) That volunteers provide the personnel necessary to
conduct the simulated election, except that employees of the
secretary of state, employees or members of boards of elections,
and preeimet—election officials may aid in operating the program

to the extent permitted by the secretary of state;

(3) That individuals under the age of fourteen be
accompanied to the simulated election by an individual eighteen

years of age or over;

(4) Any other requirements the secretary of state
considers necessary for the orderly administration of the

election process.

Sec. 3501.11. Each board of elections shall exercise by a
majority vote all powers granted to the board by Title XXXV of
the Revised Code, shall perform all the duties imposed by law,
and shall do all of the following:
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(A) Establish, define, provide, rearrange, and combine

election precincts;

(B) Fix and provide the places for registration and for

hetdingprimaries—and—eteetieons casting ballots in person;

(C) Provide for the purchase, preservation, and
maintenance of booths, ballot boxes, books, maps, flags, blanks,
cards of instructions, and other forms, papers, and equipment

used in registration, nominations, and elections;

(D) Appoint and remove its director, deputy director, and

employees and all registrarsy—p¥reeirmet and election officials,

aprd—eother—officers—of—etections—fi1]l vacancies, and designate

the ward—eor—districtand tJJ_C\./J._LLK_/t location in which each shall

servey

(E) Make and issue rules and instructions, not
inconsistent with law or the rules, directives, or advisories
issued by the secretary of state, as it considers necessary for

the guidance of election officers and voters;

(F) Advertise and contract for the printing of all ballots

and other supplies used in registrations and elections;

(G) Provide for the issuance of all notices,
advertisements, and publications concerning elections, except as
otherwise provided in division (G) of section 3501.17 and

divisions (F) and (G) of section 3505.062 of the Revised Code;

(H) Provide for the delivery of ballots, pollbooks, and

other required papers and material to the—pellting—plasces—

locations where ballots may be cast in person;

(I) Cause the pellimg—places—locations where ballots may
be cast in person to be suitably provided with wetimpg—machipes,—
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marking devices, automatic tabulating equipment, stalls, and

other required supplies. In fulfilling this duty, each board of

a county that uses wetingmaehirmes;—marking devices+ or
automatic tabulating equipment shall conduct a full vote of the
board during a public session of the board on the allocation and
distribution of wetimg—maehimes;—marking devices+ and automatic
tabulating equipment for each preeimet—such location in the

county.

(J) Investigate irregularities, nonperformance of duties,
or violations of Title XXXV of the Revised Code by election
officers and other persons; administer oaths, issue subpoenas,
summon witnesses, and compel the production of books, papers,
records, and other evidence in connection with any such
investigation; and report the facts to the prosecuting attorney

or the secretary of state;

(K) (1) Review, examine, and certify the sufficiency and
validity of petitions and nomination papers, and, after
certification, return to the secretary of state all petitions
and nomination papers that the secretary of state forwarded to

the board;

(2) Examine each initiative petition, or a petition filed
under section 307.94 or 307.95 of the Revised Code, received by
the board to determine whether the petition falls within the
scope of authority to enact via initiative and whether the
petition satisfies the statutory prerequisites to place the
issue on the ballot, as described in division (M) of section
3501.38 of the Revised Code. The petition shall be invalid if

any portion of the petition is not within the initiative power.

(L) Receive the returns of elections, canvass the returns,

make abstracts of them, and transmit those abstracts to the
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proper authorities;

(M) Issue certificates of election on forms to be

prescribed by the secretary of state;

(N) Make an annual report to the secretary of state, on
the form prescribed by the secretary of state, containing a
statement of the number of voters registered, elections held,
votes cast, appropriations received, expenditures made, and

other data required by the secretary of state;

(O) Prepare and submit to the proper appropriating officer
a budget estimating the cost of elections for the ensuing fiscal

year;

(P) Perform other duties as prescribed by law or the

rules, directives, or advisories of the secretary of state;

(Q) Investigate and determine the residence qualifications

of electors;

(R) Administer oaths in matters pertaining to the

administration of the election laws;

(S) Prepare and submit to the secretary of state, whenever
the secretary of state requires, a report containing the names
and residence addresses of all incumbent county, municipal,
township, and board of education officials serving in their

respective counties;

(T) Establish and maintain a voter registration database

of all qualified electors in the county who offer to register;

(U) Maintain voter registration records, make reports
concerning voter registration as required by the secretary of
state, and remove ineligible electors from voter registration

lists in accordance with law and directives of the secretary of
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state;

(V) Give approval to ballot language for any local
question or issue and transmit the language to the secretary of

state for the secretary of state's final approval;

(W) Prepare and cause the following notice to be displayed

in a prominent location in every pettimg—ptacelocation where

ballots may be cast in person:

"NOTICE

Ohio law prohibits any person from voting or attempting to

vote more than once at the same election.

Violators are guilty of a felony of the fourth degree and
shall be imprisoned and additionally may be fined in accordance

with law."

(X) In all cases of a tie vote or a disagreement in the
board, if no decision can be arrived at, the director or
chairperson shall submit the matter in controversy, not later
than fourteen days after the tie vote or the disagreement, to
the secretary of state, who shall summarily decide the question,

and the secretary of state's decision shall be final.

(Y) Assist each designated agency, deputy registrar of
motor vehicles, public high school and vocational school, public
library, and office of a county treasurer in the implementation
of a program for registering voters at all voter registration
locations as prescribed by the secretary of state. Under this
program, each board of elections shall direct to the appropriate
board of elections any voter registration applications for
persons residing outside the county where the board is located

within five days after receiving the applications.
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“AAr—Perform any duties with respect to voter registration

and voting by uniformed services and overseas voters that are
delegated to the board by law or by the rules, directives, or

advisories of the secretary of state.

Sec. 3501.13. (A) The director of the board of elections
shall keep a full and true record of the proceedings of the
board and of all moneys received and expended; file and preserve
in the board's office all orders and records pertaining to the
administration of registrations,

primaries, and elections;

receive and have the custody of all books, papers, and property

belonging to the board; and perform other duties in connection
with the office of director and the proper conduct of elections

as the board determines.

(B) Before entering upon the duties of the office, the

director shall subscribe to an oath that the director will
support the Constitution of the United States and the Ohio

Constitution, perform all the duties of the office to the best

of the director's ability, enforce the election laws, and

preserve all records, documents, and other property pertaining

to the conduct of elections placed in the director's custody.

(C) The director may administer oaths to persons required
by law to file certificates or other papers with the board, to

preeinet—election officials,
testify before the board,

to witnesses who are called to

and to voters filling out blanks at
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the board's offices. Except as otherwise provided by state or
federal law, the records of the board and papers and books filed
in its office are public records and open to inspection under
such reasonable regulations as shall be established by the
board. The following notice shall be posted in a prominent place

at each board office:

"Except as otherwise provided by state or federal law,
records filed in this office of the board of elections are open
to public inspection during normal office hours, pursuant to the
following reasonable regulations: (the board shall here list its
regulations). Whoever prohibits any person from inspecting the
public records of this board is subject to the penalties of

section 3599.161 of the Revised Code."

(D) Upon receipt of a written declaration of intent to
retire as provided for in section 145.38 of the Revised Code,
the director shall provide a copy to each member of the board of

elections.

Sec. 3501.15. No person shall serve as a member, director,
deputy director, or employee of the board of elections who is a
candidate for any office to be filled at an election, except the
office of delegate or alternate to a convention, member of the
board of directors of a county agricultural society,
presidential elector, or a member of a party committee. No
person who is a candidate for an office or position to be wvoted
for by the electors of a—preeimet county, except for a candidate
for county central committee who is not opposed by any other
candidate in that election—amd—preeinet, shall serve as a—
preeinet—an election effieer—official in—said—preeimet that
county.

Sec. 3501.17. (A) The expenses of the board of elections
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shall be paid from the county treasury, in pursuance of
appropriations by the board of county commissioners, in the same
manner as other county expenses are paid. If the board of county
commissioners fails to appropriate an amount sufficient to
provide for the necessary and proper expenses of the board of
elections pertaining to the conduct of elections, the board of
elections may apply to the court of common pleas within the
county, which shall fix the amount necessary to be appropriated
and the amount shall be appropriated. Payments shall be made
upon vouchers of the board of elections certified to by its
chairperson or acting chairperson and the director or deputy

director, upon warrants of the county auditor.

The board of elections shall not incur any obligation
involving the expenditure of money unless there are moneys
sufficient in the funds appropriated therefor to meet the
obligation. If the board of elections requests a transfer of
funds from one of its appropriation items to another, the board
of county commissioners shall adopt a resolution providing for
the transfer except as otherwise provided in section 5705.40 of
the Revised Code. The expenses of the board of elections shall
be apportioned among the county and the various subdivisions as
provided in this section, and the amount chargeable to each
subdivision shall be paid as provided in division (J) of this
section or withheld by the county auditor from the moneys
payable thereto at the time of the next tax settlement. At the
time of submitting budget estimates in each year, the board of
elections shall submit to the taxing authority of each
subdivision, upon the request of the subdivision, an estimate of
the amount to be paid or withheld from the subdivision during

the current or next fiscal year.

A board of township trustees may, by resolution, request
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that the county auditor withhold expenses charged to the
township from a specified township fund that is to be credited
with revenue at a tax settlement. The resolution shall specify
the tax levy ballot issue, the date of the election on the levy
issue, and the township fund from which the expenses the board
of elections incurs related to that ballot issue shall be

withheld.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in division (F) of this
section, the compensation of the members of the board of
elections and of the director, deputy director, and regular
employees in the board's offices, other than compensation for
overtime worked; the expenditures for the rental, furnishing,
and equipping of the office of the board and for the necessary
office supplies for the use of the board; the expenditures for
the acquisition, repair, care, and custody of £hke—precinct

polling places, voter service and polling centers, ballot drop

boxes, booths, guardrails, and other equipment used for—peotiipe—

ptaees _casting ballots in person; the cost of tally sheets,

maps, flags, ballot boxes, and all other permanent records and
equipment; the cost of all elections held in and for the state
and county; and all other expenses of the board which are not
chargeable to a political subdivision in accordance with this
section shall be paid in the same manner as other county

expenses are paid.

(C) The compensation of preeimet—election officials and
intermittent employees in the board's offices; the cost of
renting, moving, heating, and lighting precinct polling places

and voter service and polling centers, of placing and removing

ballot drop boxes, and of placing and removing ballot boxes and

other fixtures and equipment—the¥reef used for casting ballots in

person, including setimg—maehimes;—marking devicess+ and
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automatic tabulating equipment; the cost of printing and
delivering ballots, cards of instructions, registration lists

required under section 3503.23 of the Revised Code, and other

election supplies—inetuding—the—suppties—reguired—to—ecomply
wHeh—divistieon—H—eof seection 35060+ of +the Revised—Code; the
cost of contractors engaged by the board to prepare, program,
test, and operate wetimgmaehimes;—marking devices+ and
automatic tabulating equipment; and all other expenses of
conducting primaries and elections in the odd-numbered years
shall be charged to the subdivisions in and for which such
primaries or elections are held. The charge for each primary or
general election in odd-numbered years for each subdivision
shall be determined in the following manner: first, the total
cost of all chargeable items used in conducting such elections
shall be ascertained; second, the total charge shall be divided
by the number of precincts participating in such election, in
order to fix the cost per precinct; third, the cost per precinct
shall be prorated by the board of elections to the subdivisions
conducting elections for the nomination or election of offices
in such precinct; fourth, the total cost for each subdivision
shall be determined by adding the charges prorated to it in each

precinct within the subdivision.

(D) The entire cost of special elections held on a day
other than the day of a primary or general election, both in
odd-numbered or in even-numbered years, shall be charged to the
subdivision. Where a special election is held on the same day as
a primary or general election in an even-numbered year, the
subdivision submitting the special election shall be charged
only for the cost of ballots and advertising. Where a special
election is held on the same day as a primary or general

election in an odd-numbered year, the subdivision submitting the
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special election shall be charged for the cost of ballots and
advertising for such special election, in addition to the
charges prorated to such subdivision for the election or
nomination of candidates in each precinct within the

subdivision, as set forth in the preceding paragraph.

(E) Where a special election is held on the day specified
by division (E) of section 3501.01 of the Revised Code for the
holding of a primary election, for the purpose of submitting to
the voters of the state constitutional amendments proposed by
the general assembly, and a subdivision conducts a special
election on the same day, the entire cost of the special
election shall be divided proportionally between the state and
the subdivision based upon a ratio determined by the number of
issues placed on the ballot by each, except as otherwise
provided in division (G) of this section. Such proportional
division of cost shall be made only to the extent funds are
available for such purpose from amounts appropriated by the
general assembly to the secretary of state. If a primary
election is also being conducted in the subdivision, the costs

shall be apportioned as otherwise provided in this section.

(F) When the ballot for a precinct is—epen—-during—a—
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submitting—+te—the—oters—contains only a statewide ballot issue,

the state shall bear the entire cost of the election in that
precinct and shall reimburse the county for all expenses

incurred in epemimeg—conducting the election in the precinct.

(G) (1) The state shall bear the entire cost of advertising
in newspapers statewide ballot issues, explanations of those
issues, and arguments for or against those issues, as required

by Section 1lg of Article II and Section 1 of Article XVI, Ohio
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Constitution, and any other section of law. Appropriations made
to the controlling board shall be used to reimburse the
secretary of state for all expenses the secretary of state
incurs for such advertising under division (G) of section

3505.062 of the Revised Code.

(2) There is hereby created in the state treasury the
statewide ballot advertising fund. The fund shall receive
transfers approved by the controlling board, and shall be used
by the secretary of state to pay the costs of advertising state
ballot issues as required under division (G) (1) of this section.
Any such transfers may be requested from and approved by the
controlling board prior to placing the advertising, in order to

facilitate timely provision of the required advertising.

(H) The cost of renting, heating, and lighting
registration places; the cost of the necessary books, forms, and
supplies for the conduct of registration; and the cost of
printing and posting precinct registration lists shall be

charged to the subdivision in which such registration is held.

(I) (1) (a) At the request of a majority of the members of
the board of elections, the board of county commissioners may,
by resolution, establish an elections revenue fund. Except as
otherwise provided in this division and in division (I) (2) of
this section, the purpose of the fund shall be to accumulate
revenue withheld by or paid to the county under this section for
the payment of any expense related to the duties of the board of
elections specified in section 3501.11 of the Revised Code, upon
approval of a majority of the members of the board of elections.
The fund shall not accumulate any revenue withheld by or paid to
the county under this section for the compensation of the

members of the board of elections or of the director, deputy
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director, or other regular employees in the board's offices,

other than compensation for overtime worked.

(b) Notwithstanding sections 5705.14, 5705.15, and 5705.16
of the Revised Code, the board of county commissioners may, by
resolution, transfer money to the elections revenue fund from
any other fund of the political subdivision from which such
payments lawfully may be made. Following an affirmative vote of
a majority of the members of the board of elections, the board
of county commissioners may, by resolution, rescind an elections
revenue fund established under this division. If an elections
revenue fund is rescinded, money that has accumulated in the

fund shall be transferred to the county general fund.

(2) (a) The board of county commissioners of a county that
receives a payment from a political subdivision under division
(J) of this section shall, by resolution, establish a special
elections fund. The purpose of the fund shall be to accumulate
revenue paid to the county by political subdivisions under
division (J) of this section for the cost of preparing for and

conducting special elections.

(b) If both of the following apply, the board of county
commissioners may, by resolution, rescind the special elections
fund and transfer any remaining money in the fund to the county

general fund or to the elections revenue fund:

(1) All notifications and payments required under division

(J) (3) of this section have been made.

(ii) The county has not received any payments from
political subdivisions under division (J) (2) of this section for

a future special election.

(J) (1) Not less than fifteen business days before the
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deadline for submitting a question or issue for placement on the
ballot at a special election, the board of elections shall
prepare and file with the board of county commissioners and the
office of the secretary of state the estimated cost, based on
the factors enumerated in this section, for preparing for and
conducting an election on one question or issue, one nomination
for office, or one election to office in each precinct in the
county at that special election and shall divide that cost by

the number of registered voters in the county.

(2) The board of elections shall provide to a political
subdivision seeking to submit a question or issue, a nomination
for office, or an election to office for placement on the ballot
at a special election with the estimated cost for preparing for
and conducting that election, which shall be calculated either
by multiplying the number of registered voters in the political
subdivision with the cost calculated under division (J) (1) of
this section or by multiplying the cost per precinct with the
number or precincts in the political subdivision. A political
subdivision submitting a question or issue, a nomination for
office, or an election to office for placement on the ballot at
that special election shall pay to the county special elections
fund sixty-five per cent of the estimated cost of the election
not less than ten business days after the deadline for
submitting a question or issue for placement on the ballot for

that special election.

(3) Not later than sixty days after the date of a special
election, the board of elections shall provide to each political
subdivision the true and accurate cost for the question or
issue, nomination for office, or election to office that the
subdivision submitted to the voters on the special election

ballots. If the board of elections determines that a subdivision
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paid less for the cost of preparing and conducting a special
election under division (J) (2) of this section than the actual
cost calculated under this division, the subdivision shall remit
to the county special elections fund the difference between the
payment made under division (J) (2) of this section and the final
cost calculated under this division within thirty days after
being notified of the final cost. If the board of elections
determines that a subdivision paid more for the cost of
preparing and conducting a special election under division (J)
(2) of this section than the actual cost calculated under this
division, the board of elections promptly shall notify the board
of county commissioners of that difference. The board of county
commissioners shall remit from the county special elections fund
to the political subdivision the difference between the payment
made under division (J) (2) of this section and the final cost
calculated under this division within thirty days after

receiving that notification.
(K) As used in this section:

(1) "Political subdivision" and "subdivision" mean any
board of county commissioners, board of township trustees,
legislative authority of a municipal corporation, board of
education, or any other board, commission, district, or
authority that is empowered to levy taxes or permitted to
receive the proceeds of a tax levy, regardless of whether the
entity receives tax settlement moneys as described in division

(A) of this section;

(2) "Statewide ballot issue" means any ballot issue,
whether proposed by the general assembly or by initiative or
referendum, that is submitted to the voters throughout the

state.
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Sec. 3501.18. (A)_Subject to section 3501.291 of the

Revised Code:

(1) The board of elections may divide a political
subdivision within its jurisdiction into precincts, establish,
define, divide, rearrange, and combine the several election
precincts within its jurisdiction, and change the location of
the precinct polling place for each precinct when it is
necessary to maintain the requirements as to the number of
voters in a precinct and to provide for the convenience of the
voters and the proper conduct of elections. No change in the
number of precincts or in precinct boundaries shall be made
during the twenty-five days immediately preceding a primary or
general election or between the first day of January and the day
on which the members of county central committees are elected in
the years in which those committees are elected. Except as
otherwise provided in division (C) of this section, each
precinct shall contain a number of electors, not to exceed one
thousand four hundred, that the board of elections determines to
be a reasonable number after taking into consideration the type
and amount of available equipment, prior voter turnout, the size

and location of each selected precinct polling place, available

parking, availability of an adequate number of—peltl—werkers

election officials, and handicap accessibility and other

accessibility to the precinct polling place.

(2) If the board changes the boundaries of a precinct
after the filing of a local option election petition pursuant to
sections 4301.32 to 4301.41, 4303.29, or 4305.14 of the Revised
Code that calls for a local option election to be held in that
precinct, the local option election shall be held in the area
that constituted the precinct at the time the local option

petition was filed, regardless of the change in the boundaries.
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(3) If the board changes the boundaries of a precinct in 3699
order to meet the requirements of division (B) (1) of this 3700
section in a manner that causes a member of a county central 3701
committee to no longer qualify as a representative of an 3702
election precinct in the county, of a ward of a city in the 3703
county, or of a township in the county, the member shall 3704
continue to represent the precinct, ward, or township for the 3705
remainder of the member's term, regardless of the change in 3706
boundaries. 3707

(4) In an emergency, the board may provide more than one 3708
precinct polling place in a precinct. In order to provide for 3709
the convenience of the voters, the board may locate precinct 3710
polling places for voting or registration outside the boundaries 3711
of precincts, provided that the nearest public school or public 3712
building shall be used if the board determines it to be 3713
available and suitable for use as a precinct polling place. 3714
Except in an emergency, no change in the number or location of 3715
the precinct polling places in a precinct shall be made during 3716
the twenty-five days immediately preceding a primary or general 3717
election. 3718

Electors who have—failed+to—respond—withinthirty days—=+ 3719
any—eonfirmatieonretiee—are not active electors shall not be 3720
counted in determining the size of any precinct under this 3721
section. 3722

(B) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) (2) of 3723
this section, a board of elections shall determine all precinct 3724
boundaries using geographical units used by the United States 3725
department of commerce, bureau of the census, in reporting the 3726
decennial census of Ohio. 3727

(2) The board of elections may apply to the secretary of 3728
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state for a waiver from the requirement of division (B) (1) of
this section when it is not feasible to comply with that
requirement because of unusual physical boundaries or
residential development practices that would cause unusual
hardship for voters. The board shall identify the affected
precincts and census units, explain the reason for the waiver
request, and include a map illustrating where the census units
will be split because of the requested waiver. If the secretary
of state approves the waiver and so notifies the board of
elections in writing, the board may change a precinct boundary
as necessary under this section, notwithstanding the requirement

in division (B) (1) of this section.

(C) The board of elections may apply to the secretary of
state for a waiver from the requirement of division (A) of this
section regarding the number of electors in a precinct when the
use of geographical units used by the United States department
of commerce, bureau of the census, will cause a precinct to
contain more than one thousand four hundred electors. The board
shall identify the affected precincts and census units, explain
the reason for the waiver request, and include a map
illustrating where census units will be split because of the
requested waiver. If the secretary of state approves the waiver
and so notifies the board of elections in writing, the board may
change a precinct boundary as necessary to meet the requirements

of division (B) (1) of this section.

Sec. 3501.21. When the board of elections considers it
necessary to change, divide, or combine any precinct—es, to

relocate a precinct polling place, or to eliminate a precinct

polling place as permitted or regquired under section 3501.291 of

the Revised Code, it shall notify, prior to the next election,

each of the registrants in the precinct of the change by mail.
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Sr—and—after August—1—20080,—when—When the board changes the

boundaries of any precinct, it shall notify the secretary of
state of the change not later than forty-five days after making

the change.

Sec. 3501.22. (A)+3+)>—_Subject to section 3501.291 of the

Revised Code:

(1) (a) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of
this section, on or before the fifteenth day of September in
each year, the board of elections by a majority wvote shall,
after careful examination and investigation as to their
qualifications, appoint for each election precinct four
residents of the county in which the precinct is located, as

preeirnet—election officials_to assist the board in conducting

elections in the precinct. Except as otherwise provided in

division (C) of this section, all preeimet—election officials
shall be qualified electors. The preeimet—election officials
shall constitute the election officers of the precinct. Not more
than one-half of the total number of preeimet—election officials
shall be members of the same political party. The term of such

preeinet——officers—election officials shall be for one year. The

board may, at any time, designate any number of election

offieers— officials, not more than one-half of whom shall be
members of the same political party, to perform their duties at

any precinct polling place or any voter service and polling

center or at the office of the board in any election. Fhe—

(b) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (1) (b)

(iii) of this section, the board may appoint additional election

officials, equally divided between the two major political

parties, when necessary to expedite wxetimeg—the conduct of an

election. +—
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(ii) Tf the board of elections determines that four
preeirnet—election officials are not required 4+m—for a precinct
for a special election, the board of elections may select two of
the precinct's election effieers—officials, who are not members
of the same political party, to serve as the preeimet—election

officials for that precinct in that special election.

(1iii) The board of elections shall not appoint more than

four election officials for a precinct to serve at a precinct

polling place for a special election at which no candidates are

to be elected or for a primary election at which only one party

primary is to be held for the nomination of candidates for

municipal office. In the case of a primary election at which

only one party primary is to be held for the nomination of

candidates for municipal office, the election officials shall be

equally divided between the two major political parties.

(c) Vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled by the
board. When new precincts have been created, the board shall
appoint preeimet—election officials for those precincts for the

unexpired term. Any preeinmet—election official appointed under

this section may be summarily removed from office at any time by

the board for neglect of duty, malfeasance, or misconduct in

office or for any other good and sufficient reason.

Preecinet—etection—(d) Election officials shall perform all

of the duties provided by law for receiving the ballots and

supplies_for a precinct polling place, a voter service and

polling center, or the office of the board, opening and closing

the—pedds— precinct polling place, the voter service and polling

center, or the office of the board, amd—overseeing the casting

of ballots during the time the petdts—a¥re—location is open, and

any other duties reeguired-—provided by—seetion3504-26—-of—=*th
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Reswised—Cede_law. 3820

(e) A board of elections may designate two preeinet— 3821
election officials for a precinct as counting officials to count 3822
and tally the votes cast and certify the results of the election 3823
ak—eaeh—in the precinct, and perform other duties as provided by 3824
law. To expedite the counting of votes &t—in each precinct, the 3825
board may appoint additional officials, not more than one-half 3826
of whom shall be members of the same political party. 3827

(f) Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (2) of 3828
this section, the board shall designate one of the preeimet— 3829
election officials whe—3s—amemberof +the deminantpoltitical 3830
party—for a precinct to serve as a—the voting location manager 3831
of the precinct polling place, whose duty it is to deliver the 3832
returns of the election and all supplies to the office of the 3833
board. The voting location manager shall be a member of the 3834
political party whose candidate for election to the office of 3835
governor at the most recent reqular state election at which a 3836
governor was elected received more votes than any other person 3837
received for election to that office in that precinct at that 3838
election. For these services, the voting location manager shall 3839
receive additional compensation in an amount, consistent with 3840
section 3501.28 of the Revised Code, determined by the board of 3841
elections. 3842

(g) The board shall designate an election official as the 3843
voting location manager of a voter service and polling center or 3844
of the area of the office of the board where ballots may be cast 3845
in person, whose duty it is to deliver voted ballots and all 3846
supplies to the appropriate area of the office of the board. The 3847
voting location manager shall be a member of the political party 3848

whose candidate for election to the office of governor at the 3849
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most recent regular state election at which a governor was

elected received more votes than any other person received for

election to that office in that county at that election. For

these services, the voting location manager shall receive

additional compensation in an amount, consistent with section

3501.28 of the Revised Code, determined by the board of

elections.

(h) The board shall issue to each preeimet—election
official a certificate of appointment—whieh—+he. An election

official shall present the election official's certificate of

appointment to the voting location manager at the time the—pedids—

are—opened _election official begins the election official's

duties at that location.

(2) If the board of elections, by a vote of at least three
members of the board, opts to have a single voting location

serve as the precinct polling place for more than one precinct,

the board may do any of the following:

(a) Designate a single voting location manager for the
voting location. The voting location manager shall be a member
of the political party whose candidate received the highest
number of votes for governor at the most recent general election
for that office in the precincts whose polling places are
located at the applicable voting location, when tallying the

combined vote for governor in all such precincts.

(b) Combine the pollbooks for those precincts to create a

single pollbook for the voting location;

(c) If electronic pollbooks are being used in the voting
location, as described in section 3506.021 of the Revised Code,

appoint not less than two preeimet—election officials for each

Page 133

3850
3851
3852
3853
3854
3855
3856

3857
3858
3859
3860
3861
3862

3863
3864
3865
3866

3867
3868
3869
3870
3871
3872
3873

3874
3875

3876
3877
3878



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

precinct, so long as the board approves the decision to reduce
the number of preeimet—election officials by the affirmative

vote of at least three of its members.

(B) If the board of elections determines that not enough
qualified electors in a—preeirmet—the county are available to
serve as—preeipet—officers election officials, it may appoint
persons to serve as preeipet—eofficers—election officials at a

primary, special, or general election who are at least seventeen

years of age and are registered to vote in accordance with

section 3503.07 of the Revised Code.

(C) (1) A board of elections, in conjunction with the board
of education of a city, local, or exempted village school
district, the governing authority of a community school
established under Chapter 3314. of the Revised Code, or the
chief administrator of a nonpublic school may establish a
program permitting certain high school students to apply and, if
appointed by the board of elections, to serve as preeimet—

offieers—election officials at a primary, special, or general

election.

In addition to the requirements established by division
(C) (2) of this section, a board of education, governing
authority, or chief administrator that establishes a program
under this division in conjunction with a board of elections may
establish additional criteria that students shall meet to be

eligible to participate in that program.

(2) (a) To be eligible to participate in a program
established under division (C) (1) of this section, a student
shall be a United States citizen, a resident of the county, at
least seventeen years of age, and enrolled in the senior year of

high school.
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(b) Any student applying to participate in a program

established under division (C) (1) of this section——eas—part—of

the—student!ls—appltication—precesss who is not a registered

elector shall declare the student's political party affiliation

with—to the board of elections.

(3) No student appointed as a—preecimet—offiecer—an election

official pursuant to a program established under division (C) (1)
of this section shall be designated as a voting location

manager.

(4) Any student participating in a program established
under division (C) (1) of this section shall be excused for that
student's absence from school on the day of an election at which

the student is serving as &—an election official at a precinct

offieer—polling place.

(D) In any precinct with six or more—preeipet—officers—

election officials, up to two students participating in a

program established under division (C) (1) of this section who

are under eighteen years of age may serve as—preeinet—-officers

election officials. Not more than one preeimet—offiecer—election

official in any given precinct with fewer than six preeinmet—
offieers—election officials shall be under eighteen years of

age.

Sec. 3501.221. (A) (1) To encourage voting, a board of

elections may appoint persons who are fluent in a non-English

language to serve as interpreters to assist voters—in—eertain

eleetieon—preeinets at precinct polling places, voter service and

polling centers, or the office of the board. +—

(2) Subiject to section 3501.291 of the Revised Code, if

the board determines that the number of non-English-speaking
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electors in a precinct indicates a need for an interpreter and
provision of an interpreter is feasible and practical in terms
of the number of such electors, the board may appoint an

interpreter for swekh—the precinct polling place in the same

manner as other preeinmet—election officials are appointed. A—

person—

(3) If the board determines that the number of non-

English-speaking electors in the county indicates a need for

interpreters and provision of interpreters is feasible and

practical in terms of the number of those electors, the board

may appoint one or more interpreters to serve at each voter

service and polling center and at the office of the board in the

same manner as other election officials are appointed.

(4) An interpreter appointed pursuant to this section may
only provide to voters such assistance in £ke—a non-English
language as may be provided by election officials to English
speaking voters. All requirements relating to the qualifications
of election officials apply to persons appointed under this
section. Interpreters shall complete a program of instruction as
provided in section 3501.27 of the Revised Code and shall be
compensated in the manner and amount as provided by section
3501.28 of the Revised Code for other election officials. A

person appointed pursuant to this section may also serve as—a—

preeinct—etection—offieer_an election official; such person

shall be compensated as though—ke_the person served only in the
capacity of an election official, and—ke_the person need not
undergo a program of instruction a second time for the same

election unless required by the board.

(B) No person appointed under division (A) of this

section, while performing the duties of such office, shall:
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(1) Wear any badge, sign, or other insignia or thing
indicating a preference for any candidate or for any question

submitted;

(2) Influence or attempt to influence any voter to vote
for or against any candidate or issue submitted at such

election.

(C) Whoever violates division (B) of this section is

guilty of a misdemeanor of the first degree.

Sec. 3501.27. (A) All preeimet—election officials

appointed under section 3501.22 of the Revised Code shall

complete a program of instruction pursuant to division (B) of
this section. No person who has been convicted of a felony or
any violation of the election laws, who is unable to read and
write the English language readily, or who is a candidate for an
office to be voted for by the voters of the preeimet—county in
which the person is to serve shall serve as an election—effiecer—
official. A person when appointed as an election effiecer—
official shall receive from the board of elections a certificate
of appointment that may be revoked at any time by the board for
good and sufficient reasons. The certificate shall be in the
form the board prescribes and shall specify the preeinet;—ward,—
+r

ot
1=

r—aistri in—and—Ffer—location at which the person to whom it

is issued is appointed to serve, the date of appointment, and

the expiration of the person's term of service.

(B) Each board shall establish a program as prescribed by
the secretary of state for the instruction of election effiecers—
officials in the rules, procedures, and law relating to
elections. In each program, the board shall use training
materials prepared by the secretary of state and may use

additional materials prepared by or on behalf of the board. The
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board may use the services of unpaid volunteers in conducting
its program and may reimburse those volunteers for necessary and

actual expenses incurred in participating in the program.

The board shall train each new election effieer—official
before the new effieer—official participates in the first
election in that capacity. The board shall instruct election
officials who have been trained previously only when the board
or secretary of state considers that instruction necessary, but
the board shall reinstruct such persons, other than voting
location managers, at least once in every three years and shall
reinstruct voting location managers before the primary election
in even-numbered years. The board shall schedule any program of
instruction within sixty days prior to the election in which the

officials to be trained will participate.

(C) The duties of a—preeimet—an election official +p—eaeh—
petting—ptace—shall be performed only by an individual who has
successfully completed the requirements of the program, unless
such an individual is unavailable after reasonable efforts to

obtain such services.

(D) The secretary of state shall establish a program for
the instruction of members of boards of elections and employees
of boards in the rules, procedures, and law relating to
elections. Each member and employee shall complete the training
program within six months after the member's or employee's
original appointment or employment, and thereafter each member
and employee shall complete a training program to update their
knowledge once every four years or more often as determined by

the secretary of state.

(E) The secretary of state shall reimburse each county for

the cost of programs established pursuant to division (B) of
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this section, once the secretary of state has received an 4028
itemized statement of expenses for such instruction programs 4029
from the county. The itemized statement shall be in a form 4030
prescribed by the secretary of state. 4031

Sec. 3501.28. (A) As used in this section: 4032

(1) "Fair Labor Standards Act" or "Act" means the "Fair 4033
Labor Standards Act of 1938," 52 Stat. 1062, 29 U.S.C.A. 201, as 4034
amended. 4035

(2) "Full election day" means the period of time between 4036
the opening of the polls on the day of an election and the 4037
completion of the procedures contained in section 3564+=26— 4038
3505.26 of the Revised Code. 4039

(3) "Services" means services at each general, primary, or 4040
special election. 4041

(B) Beginning with calendar year 2004, each preeimet— 4042
election official in a county who is appointed under section 4043
3501.22 of the Revised Code shall be paid for the official's 4044
services at the same hourly rate, which shall be not less than 4045
the minimum hourly rate established by the Fair Labor Standards 4046
Act and, if the election official serves at a precinct polling 4047
place, a voter service and polling center, or the office of the 4048
board on the day of the election, not more than ninety-five 4049
dollars per—ddem—for that full election day. 4050

(C) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule 4051
adopted under section 111.15 of the Revised Code, the maximum 4052
amount of per—diem—compensation that may be paid to preeinet— 4053
election officials who serve at a precinct polling place, a 4054
voter service and polling center, or the office of the board on 4055

the day of an election for that full election day under this 4056
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section each time the Fair Labor Standards Act is amended to
increase the minimum hourly rate established by the act. Upon
learning of such an increase, the secretary of state shall

determine by what percentage the minimum hourly rate has been

increased under the act and establish a new maximum amount ef—

patd—under—+this——seetien—that is increased by the same percentage

that the minimum hourly rate has been increased under the act.

(D) (1) (a) No board of elections shall increase the pay of
a—preeinet—an election official under this section during a
calendar year unless the board has given written notice of the
proposed increase to the board of county commissioners not later

than the first day of October of the preceding calendar year.

(b) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) of
this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of &

preeinet—an election official during a calendar year by up to,

but not exceeding, nine per cent over the compensation paid to &a—

preeinet—an election official in the county where the board is
located during the previous calendar year, if the compensation
so paid during the previous calendar year was eighty-five

dollars or less per diem.

(c) Except as otherwise provided in division (D) (2) of
this section, a board of elections may increase the pay of a—
preeirmet—an election official during a calendar year by up to,
but not exceeding, four and one-half per cent over the
compensation paid to a—preeimet—an election official in the
county where the board is located during the previous calendar
year, 1f the compensation so paid during the previous calendar
year was more than eighty-five but less than ninety-five dollars

per diem.
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(2) The board of county commissioners may review and
comment upon a proposed increase and may enter into a written
agreement with a board of elections to permit an increase in the
compensation paid to preeimet—election officials for their
services during a calendar year that is greater than the
applicable percentage limitation described in division (E) (1) (b)

or (c) of this section.

(E) No preeimet—election official who works at a precinct

polling place, a voter service and polling center, or the office

of the board of elections on the day of an election for less

than the full election day shall be paid for that day the

maximum amount allowed under this section or the maximum amount

as set by the board of elections, whichever is less.

(F) (1) Except as otherwise provided in divisions (F) (4) to
(6) of this section, any employee of the state or of any
political subdivision of the state may serve as a—preeinet—an
election official on the day of an election without loss of the

employee's regular compensation for that day as follows:

(a) For employees of a county office, department,
commission, board, or other entity, or of a court of common
pleas, county court, or county-operated municipal court, as
defined in section 1901.03 of the Revised Code, the employee's
appointing authority may permit leave with pay for this service
in accordance with a resolution setting forth the terms and
conditions for that leave passed by the board of county

commissioners.

(b) For all other employees of a political subdivision of
the state, leave with pay for this service shall be subject to
the terms and conditions set forth in an ordinance or a

resolution passed by the legislative authority of the applicable
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political subdivision.

(c) For state employees, leave with pay for this service
shall be subject to the terms and conditions set forth by the
head of the state agency, as defined in section 1.60 of the

Revised Code, by which the person is employed.

(2) Any terms and conditions set forth by a board of
county commissioners, legislative authority of a political
subdivision, or head of a state agency under division +&r+)—(F)
(1) of this section shall include a standard procedure for
deciding which employees are permitted to receive leave with pay
if multiple employees of an entity or court described in
division &+ +a—(F) (1) (a) of this section, of an entity of a
political subdivision described in division #&—(F) (1) (b)
of this section, or of a state agency as defined in section 1.60
of the Revised Code apply to serve as a—preeinmet—an election
official on the day of an election. This procedure shall be

applied uniformly to all similarly situated employees.

(3) Any employee who is eligible for leave with pay under
division &+ —(F) (1) of this section shall receive, in
addition to the employee's regular compensation, the
compensation paid to the preeimet—election official under

division (B) or (C) of this section.

(4) Division (F) (1) of this section does not apply to

either of the following:
(a) Election officials;
(b) Public school teachers.

(5) Nothing in division (F) (1) of this section supersedes
or negates any provision of a collective bargaining agreement in

effect under Chapter 4117. of the Revised Code.
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(6) If a board of county commissioners, legislative
authority of a political subdivision, or head of a state agency
fails to set forth any terms and conditions under division (F)
(1) of this section, an employee of an entity or court described
in division (F) (1) (a) of this section, of an entity of a
political subdivision described in division (F) (1) (b) of this
section, or of a state agency as defined in section 1.60 of the
Revised Code may use personal leave, vacation leave, or
compensatory time, or take unpaid leave, to serve as a—preeinet—

an election official on the day of an election.

(G) The board of elections may withhold the compensation

of any preeimet—election official appointed under section

3501.22 of the Revised Code for failure to obey the instructions

of the board or to comply with the law relating to the duties of
a—preeinet—an election official. Any payment a—preeimet—an
election official is entitled to receive under section 3501.36
of the Revised Code is in addition to the compensation the

official is entitled to receive under this section.

Sec. 3501.29. (A) ®hre—Subiject to section 3501.291 of the

Revised Code, on the day of each election, the board of

elections shall provide for each precinct a precinct polling

place and provide adequate facilities at each precinct polling

place for conducting the election. Fhe—board—shati—provide—a
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(B) The board of elections shall provide voter service and

polling centers in the county, at which electors may cast

ballots in person, obtain mail ballots, or return voted mail

ballots, in addition to the ballot drop boxes and the office of

the board. The board shall provide those voter service and

polling centers as follows:

(1) If, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least two hundred fifty thousand active

electors in the county, the board shall provide voter service

and polling centers as follows:

(a) During the period beginning on the fifteenth day

before the day of the election and ending on the fifth day

before the day of the election, at least one voter service and

polling center for each seventy-five thousand active electors in

the county;

(b) During the period beginning on the fourth day before

the day of the election and ending on the second day before the

day of the election, at least one voter service and polling

center for each twenty thousand active electors in the county;

(c) During the period beginning on the day before the day

of the election and ending on the day of the election, at least

one voter service and polling center for each twelve thousand

five hundred active electors in the county.

(2) Tf, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least thirty-seven thousand five hundred

active electors in the county, but fewer than two hundred fifty

thousand active electors in the county, the board shall provide

voter service and polling centers as follows:

(a) During the period beginning on the fifteenth day
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before the day of the election and ending on the fifth day

before the day of the election, at least one voter service and

polling center for each seventy-five thousand active electors in

the county, provided that the board shall provide at least one

voter service and polling center during that period;

(b) During the period beginning on the fourth day before

the day of the election and ending on the day before the day of

the election, at least one voter service and polling center for

each twenty thousand active electors in the county;

(c) On the day of the election, at least one voter service

and polling center for each twelve thousand five hundred active

electors in the county.

(3) If, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least ten thousand active electors in the

county, but fewer than thirty-seven thousand five hundred active

electors in the county, the board shall provide voter service

and polling centers as follows:

(a) During the period beginning on the fifteenth day

before the day of the election and ending on the day before the

day of the election, at least one voter service and polling

center;

(b) On the day of the election, at least three voter

service and polling centers.

(4) TIf, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are fewer than ten thousand active electors in

the county, the board shall provide at least one voter service

and polling center during the period beginning on the fifteenth

day before the day of the election and ending on the day of the

election.
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(C) During the period beginning on the fifteenth day

before the day of the election and ending on the day of the

election, the board of elections shall provide secure ballot

drop boxes in the county, in which electors may deposit voted

mail ballots without the pavment of postage twenty-four hours a

day during the period beginning fifteen days before the day of

the election and ending at seven-thirty p.m. on the day of the

election, in addition to the voter service and polling centers

and the office of the board, as follows:

(1) If, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least two hundred fifty thousand active

electors in the county, the board shall provide at least one

ballot drop box for each twelve thousand five hundred active

electors in the county.

(2) TIf, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least thirty-seven thousand five hundred

active electors in the county, but fewer than two hundred fifty

thousand active electors in the county, the board shall provide

at least one ballot drop box for each fifteen thousand active

electors in the county.

(3) If, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are at least fifteen thousand active electors in

the county, but fewer than thirty-seven thousand five hundred

active electors in the county, the board shall provide at least

two ballot drop boxes.

(4) TIf, as of the ninetieth day before the day of the

election, there are fewer than fifteen thousand active electors

in the county, the board shall provide at least one ballot drop

box.
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(D) During the period beginning on the fifteenth day

before the day of the election and ending on the day of the

election, the board of elections shall permit electors to cast

ballots in person, obtain mail ballots, or return voted mail

ballots at the office of the board.

(E) (1) The board shall utilize, in so far as practicable,
rooms in public schools and other public buildings, or other

space on the property of those buildings, for precinct polling

places, voter service and polling centers, and ballot drop

boxes. Upon application of the board of elections, the authority
which has the control of any building or grounds supported by
taxation under the laws of this state, shall make available the
necessary space therein for the purpose of holding elections and
adequate space for the storage of voting—smaekimes_ equipment,
without charge for the use thereof. A reasonable sum may be paid

for necessary janitorial service. Whes—

(2) When precinct polling places, voter service and

polling centers, and ballot drop boxes are established in

private buildings_or on private property, the board may pay a

reasonable rental therefor, and also the cost of liability
insurance covering the premises when used for election purposes,
or the board may purchase a single liability policy covering the
board and the owners of the premises when used for election

purposes. When—

(3) When removable buildings are supplied by the board,
they shall be constructed under the contract let to the lowest
and best bidder, and the board shall observe all ordinances and
regulations then in force as to safety. The board shall remove
all such buildings from streets and other public places within

thirty days after an election, unless another election is to be
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held within ninety days.

Br+—(F) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (F)

(2) of this section, the board shall ensure all of the following

apply to every precinct polling place, voter service and polling

center, and ballot drop box and to the office of the board:

(a) That petrtripg—ptaces—are—it is free of barriers that

would impede ingress and egress of handicapped persons;

(b) That the minimum number of special parking locations,
also known as handicapped parking spaces or disability parking
spaces, for handicapped persons are designated at eaeh—pollineg—
the place in accordance with 28 C.F.R. Part 36, Appendix A, and
in compliance with division (E) of section 4511.69 of the

Revised Code;

(c) That £he—entrances—eofpollingplaces—are—its entrance

is level or are—is provided with a nonskid ramp that meets the

requirements of the "Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990,"

104 stat. 327, 42 U.S.C. 12101;

(d) That its doors are a minimum of thirty-two inches

wide.

(2) Nt A S SN PN s 3 3 (DN /(TN [\ L~ LN £
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empted he—(a) The secretary of state may exempt a place

Y

from one or more reqguirements of division (F) (1) of this section

upon certification by a board of elections that a good faith,

but unsuccessful, effort has been made to modify, or change the

location of, sweh—potiimpg—ptaces—that place.

43— (b) At any precinct polling place_or voter service and

polling center or at the office of a board that is exempted from

compliance by the secretary of state, the board of elections
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shall permit any handicapped elector who travels to that

teeteor!s—pelliing—place, but who is unable to enter the pelliing—

place, to sete—cast ballots in person, obtain mail ballots, or

return voted mail ballots, as applicable, with the assistance of

two petliimeg—piaece—eclection officials of different major

political parties, either in the vehicle that conveyed that

elector to the pellimeg—7placer or +teo—reeeive—and

P AP
o T CTITTr T

+
T

attet—at the door of the petiimg—place.
+B+—(3) The secretary of state shall:

43— (a) Work with other state agencies to facilitate the
distribution of information and technical assistance to boards
of elections to meet the requirements of division #4B3—(F) of

this section;

+23—(b) Work with organizations that represent or provide
services to handicapped, disabled, or elderly citizens to effect

a wide dissemination of information about the availability of

absentee—vFoting—voting—in—the—roterls—rehiect r—at—the—door—of
CIT |\ E E i [ S & E= O CITT T i i i
the—poliing—place—eor—other—election services to handicapped,
disabled, or elderly citizens.

45— (4) Before the day of an election, the director of the
board of elections of each county
verifying that each petiimeg—place
county at that election meets the

H——(F) (1) (b) of this section.

sent to the secretary of state by

shall sign a statement

that will be used in that
requirements of division B
The signed statement shall be
certified mail or

electronically.

F—(5) As used in division (F) of this section,

"handicapped" means having lost the use of one or both legs, one

or both arms, or any combination thereof, or being blind or so
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severely disabled as to be unable to move about without the aid 4352
of crutches or a wheelchair. 4353

Sec. 3501.291. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of 4354
Title XXXV of the Revised Code: 4355

(A) A board of elections may decide to permanently 4356
discontinue providing precinct polling places for all elections 4357
held in the county. A board shall not make such a decision 4358
during the ninety days immediately preceding an election. 4359

(B) Not later than thirty days after all of the final 4360
results of a general election held in an even numbered year have 4361
been certified, the secretary of state shall determine the 4362
percentage of ballots cast in this state in that election that 4363
were cast in person at precinct polling places and shall certify 4364
that percentage to the boards of elections. After the first such 4365
election for which the secretarv of state certifies that less 4366
than fifty per cent of the ballots cast in this state were cast 4367
in person at precinct polling places, no board of elections 4368
shall provide precinct polling places for any election, and the 4369
secretary of state shall cease making that certification for 4370
subsequent elections. 4371

Sec. 3501.30. (A) The board of elections shall provide all 4372
of the following for each potrting—ptrace—the—location where 4373
ballots may be cast in person: 4374

(1) A sufficient number of screened or curtained voting 4375
compartments to which electors may retire and conveniently mark 4376
their ballots, protected from the observation of others. Each 4377
voting compartment shall be provided at all times with writing 4378
implements, instructions how to vote, and other necessary 4379

conveniences for marking the ballot. The voting location manager 4380
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shall ensure that the voting compartments at all times are

adequately lighted and contain the necessary supplies.

(2) The necessary ballot box, official ballots, cards of
instructions, registration forms, pollbooks or poll lists, tally
sheets, forms on which to make summary statements, writing
implements, paper, and all other supplies necessary for casting
and counting the ballots and recording the results of the voting

aE—the—peotliing—ptace, as applicable. The pollbooks or poll lists

shall have certificates appropriately printed on them for the

signatures of all the preeimet—election officials, by which they
shall certify that, to the best of their knowledge and belief,

the pollbooks or poll lists correctly show the names of all

electors who voted im—the—pelling—ptace—at that location at the

election indicated in the pollbooks or poll lists—

(3) For a precinct polling place, a large map of each

appropriate precinct, which shall be displayed prominently to
assist persons who desire to register or vote on election day.
Each map shall show all streets within the precinct and contain

identifying symbols of the precinct in bold print.

+2—(4) Any materials, postings, or instructions required

to comply with state or federal laws, including all of the

following:

(a) A sample version of the ballot that will be used for

the election;

(b) Information regarding the date of the election and the

hours during which locations where ballots may be cast in person
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will be open; 4410

(c) Instructions on how to vote, including how to cast a 4411
vote and how to cast a provisional ballot; 4412

(d) General information on voting rights under applicable 4413
federal and state laws, including information on the right of an 4414
individual to cast a provisional ballot and instructions on how 4415
to contact the board of elections or the secretary of state if 4416
those rights are alleged to have been violated; 4417

(e) General information on federal and state laws 4418
regarding prohibitions against acts of fraud and 4419
misrepresentation. 4420

+33—(5) A flag of the United States approximately two and 4421
one-half feet in length along the top, which shall be displayed 4422
outside the entrance to the peldimg—piaee—location during the 4423
time it is open—fer—reting; 4424

43— (6) (a) Two or more small flags of the United States 4425
approximately fifteen inches in length along the top, which 4426
shall be placed at a distance of one hundred feet from the 4427
petting—ptace—entrance to the location on the thoroughfares or 4428
walkways leading to the —peldimg—plaeelocation, to mark the 4429
distance within which persons other than election officials, 4430
observers, police officers, and electors waiting to mark— 4431
markirg—or—easEing—Eheir—cast, request, or deliver ballots 4432
shall not loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election 4433
campaigning. Where small flags cannot reasonably be placed one 4434
hundred feet from the—pelitimeg—ptace entrance to the location, 4435
the wetimg—Teoecation—manager—pboard shall place the flags as near 4436
to one hundred feet from the entrance to the peliimgpiace— 4437

location as is physically possible. Police officers and all 4438
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election officials shall see that this prohibition against

loitering and congregating is enforced.

(b) When the period of time during which the peliing—place

location is open fer—eting—expires, all of the flags described

in #his—division (A) (6) (a) of this section shall be taken into

the peltimg—ptaece—location and shall be returned to the board
together with all other election supplies required to be

delivered to the board.

(B) The board of elections shall follow the instructions

and advisories of the secretary of state in the production and

use of pellimg—place—clection supplies.

Sec. 3501.31. (A) The board of elections shall mail to
each preeirmet—election official appointed under section 3501.22

of the Revised Code notice of the date, hours, and place ef—
rotding—each etectioninthe official's respective precinet—at

which it desires the official to serve. Each of such officials

shall notify the board immediately upon receipt of such notice

of any inability to serve.

The—(B) An election official designated as a voting

location manager under section 3501.22 of the Revised Code shall

call at the office of the board at such time before—the—davy—of
] ] . 15 ] ] e et ] : :

the—eteetieon;—as the board designates to obtain the ballots,

pollbooks, registration forms and lists, and other material to

be used in the—effieial'lspollingplace—eon—eteectieon—<day location

at which the official is to serve.

The board may also provide for the delivery of such

materials to pediing—places—a location in a municipal

corporation by members of the police department of such
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municipal corporation; or the board may provide for the delivery
of such materials to the voting location manager not earlier

than the tenth day before the—eteetien materials are to be used,

in any manner it finds to be advisable.

ef—official is scheduled to serve before an election, the

preeinet—election effieiads—official shall £herewpoen—make and

subscribe to a statement which shall be as follows:
"State of Ohio

County of

I do solemnly swear under the penalty of perjury that I

will support the eemstirwtien—Constitution of the United States

of America and the eemstituwtiern—Constitution of the state—State

of Ohio and its laws; that I have not been convicted of a felony

or any violation of the election laws; that I will discharge to

the best of my ability the duties of preeimet—an election

official +mp—eand—Ffeor—preeinet +a—Eh

+
T

b
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in the county of ,

for the election to be held on the day of

, , as required by law and the rules and

instructions of the board of elections of said county; and that

I will endeavor to prevent fraud in such election, and will
report immediately to said board any violations of the election
laws which come to my attention, and will not disclose any
information as to how any elector voted which is gained by me in

the discharge of my official duties.
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(Stgratgres—Signature of preeinmet—election—effieials official)”

(D) If apy—eof—the—other—precimer—an election effieiats—

official is absent from a location at #hat—the time the election

official is scheduled to serve at the location, the voting

location manager, with the concurrence of a majority of the
preeinet—election officials present,_shall appoint a qualified
elector who is a member of the same political party as the
political party of which such absent preeimet—election official
is a member to fill the vacancy until the board appoints a

person to fill such vacancy and the person so appointed reports

for duty—at—+hepelliingpitace. The voting location manager shall
promptly notify the board of such vacancy by telephone or
otherwise. The—

(E) The voting location manager aitse—shall assign the
preeirnet—election officials to their respective duties and shall
have general charge of the precinct polling place_or voter

service and polling center or of the area of the office of the

board where ballots may be cast in person.

Sec. 3501.32. (A) Exeept—Subject to section 3501.291 of

the Revised Code and except as otherwise provided in division

(B) of this section, on the day of £he—an election—the—peotis,

every precinct polling place and voter service and polling
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center and the office of the board of elections shall be opened

by proclamation by the voting location manager, or in the

manager's absence by a voting location manager chosen by the
preeinet—election officials, at six-thirty a.m. and shall be
closed by proclamation at seven-thirty p.m. unless there are

voters waiting in line to cast their ballots_or deliver voted

mail ballots, in which case the pedis—location shall be kept

open until such waiting voters have voted_or delivered their

voted mail ballots.

(B) On the day of £he—an election, any precinct polling
place located on an island not connected to the mainland by a
highway or a bridge may close earlier than seven-thirty p.m. if
all registered voters in the precinct have voted. When a
precinct polling place closes under division (B) of this section
the voting location manager shall immediately notify the board

of elections of the closing.

Sec. 3501.33. All preeimet—election officials shall
enforce peace and good order in and about the place of
registration or election. They shall especially keep the place
of access of the electors to £he—every polling place, voter

service and polling center, and ballot drop box and to the

office of the board of elections open and unobstructed and

prevent and stop any improper practices or attempts tending to
obstruct, intimidate, or interfere with any elector in
registering or voting. They shall protect observers against
molestation and violence in the performance of their duties, and
may eject frem—thepellingplace—any observer for violation of
any provision of Title XXXV of the Revised Code. They shall
prevent riots, violence, tumult, or disorder. In the discharge
of these duties, they may call upon the sheriff, police, or

other peace officers to aid them in enforcing the law. They may
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order the arrest of any person violating Title XXXV of the
Revised Code, but such an arrest shall not prevent the person
from registering or voting if the person is entitled to do so.
The sheriff, all constables, police officers, and other officers
of the peace shall immediately obey and aid in the enforcement
of any lawful order made by the preeimet—election officials in

the enforcement of Title XXXV of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3501.34. The officer or authority having command of
the police force of any municipal corporation or the sheriff of

any county, on requisition of the board of elections or the

secretary of state, shall promptly detail for service such force

as the board or the secretary of state considers necessary at

£he—potting—ptace—ir—any precinct ef—swekh—polling place, voter

service and polling center, ballot drop box, or office of a

board of elections located in the municipal corporation or

= N
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reeessary. On every day of election such officer or authority
shall have a special force in readiness for any emergency and
for assignment to duty in the precinct polling ptaeesplace,

voter service and polling center, ballot drop box location, or

office of a board of elections. At least one petieemam—Dpolice

officer shall be assigned to duty #m—for each precinct on each
day of an election, when requested by the board or the secretary

of state. Such police officer shall have access at all times to

£he—any polling place, voter service and polling center, ballot

drop box location, or office of a board of elections and Be—

shall promptly place under arrest any person found violating any

provisions of Title XXXV of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3501.35. (A) During the time that ballots may be cast

in person for an election and during the counting of the

ballots, no person shall do any of the following:
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(1) Loiter, congregate, or engage in any kind of election

campaigning within the area between the pellingpiee ntrance

ol

to a location where ballots may be cast in person and the small

flags of the United States placed on the thoroughfares and
walkways leading to the—peiiimeg—ptace entrance to the location,

and if the line of electors waiting to sete—enter the location

extends beyond those small flags, within ten feet of any elector

in that line;

(2) In any manner hinder or delay an elector in reaching

or leaving a precinct polling place, a voter service and polling

center, a ballot drop box, or the proece—fixed—for—easting—th

eteeteorls—office of the board of electionskaltet;

(3) Give, tender, or exhibit any ballot or ticket to any

person other than the elector's own ballot to £he—preeimet—an
election effieiads—official within the area between the peliineg—

plaee—entrance to a location where ballots may be cast in person

and the small flags of the United States placed on the

thoroughfares and walkways leading to the pedtdtimeg—entrance to

that place, and if the line of electors waiting to vote extends
beyond those small flags, within ten feet of any elector in that

line;

(4) Exhibit any ticket or ballot which the elector intends

to cast;

(5) Solicit or in any manner attempt to influence any

elector in casting the elector's vote.

(B) (1) Except as otherwise provided in division (B) (2) of
this section and division (C) of section 3503.23 of the Revised
Code, no person who is not an election official, employee,

observer, or police officer shall be allowed to enter +he—
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petting—ptace—a location where ballots may be cast in person

during the eleetfen—time that ballots may be cast there, except

for the purpose of wetimg—er—requesting or delivering ballots,

assisting another person to—wete—asprovidedinsectien—3565-24

of—+he Revised Coede request or deliver ballots, registering to

vote or updating the person's registration, or otherwise

conducting official business with the board of elections.

(2) Notwithstanding any provision of this section to the
contrary, a journalist shall be allowed reasonable access to a

petting—ptace—location where ballots may be cast in person

during am—eteetien—the time that ballots may be cast there. As

used in this division, "journalist"—has—the—some—fmeaping—as—3n

2002 1950 £ 1 D)
T . L T T

evised—Code means a

AY + 2
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person engaged in, connected with, or employed by any news

medium, including a newspaper, magazine, press association, news

agency, or wire service, a radio or television station, or a

similar medium, for the purpose of gathering, processing,

transmitting, compiling, editing, or disseminating information

for the general public.

(C) No more electors shall be allowed to approach the
voting shelves at any time than there are voting shelves

provided.

(D) The preeimetr—election officials and the police officer

shall strictly enforce the observance of this section.

Sec. 3501.36. Each preeinet—election official who before—

=1
CITC

fan—etectieon—3nhis—preeinet—obtains ballots,

(OB

(Afy7 =

pollbooks, or other materials to be used in kis—peliing—place—on—

1 =
T A&

Hh

steh—eteetieon—a location where ballots may be cast in

person, and delivers such materials to kis—pettimg—that place ea—

1 =
TT A3

£+en—as required by section 3501.31 of the
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Revised Code and the orders of the board of elections, and each
preeirnet—election official who delivers such materials—asd, the

returns and records of an election, or voted mail ballots from

£he—a precinct polling place, a voter service and polling

center, or a ballot drop box to the office of the board after—an—

of elections under the orders of the board, may receive, in

addition to the compensation provided under section 3501.28 of
the Revised Code, a sum not to exceed five dollars for each trip

to #he—a precinct polling place, a voter service and polling

center, or a ballot drop box and five dollars for each trip from

the—polling—place—such a location to the office of the board,

plus mileage for each trip at the rate provided by rules

governing travel adopted by the office of budget and management

in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3501.37. After each election, the preeimet—election
officials ef—eaceh preeinct;——except—when—+the boardofetections—
assumes—Ehe—adutyr—shall see that the movable booths and other

equipment are returned for safekeeping to the fiseal—effiecer—of

+v—shatt—devetve—oen—office of the board.

Sec. 3501.38. All declarations of candidacy, nominating
petitions, or other petitions presented to or filed with the
secretary of state or a board of elections or with any other
public office for the purpose of becoming a candidate for any

nomination or office or for the holding of an election on any
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issue shall, in addition to meeting the other specific
requirements prescribed in the sections of the Revised Code

relating to them, be governed by the following rules:

(A) Only electors qualified to vote on the candidacy or
issue which is the subject of the petition shall sign a
petition. Each signer shall be a registered elector pursuant to
section 3503.01 of the Revised Code. The facts of qualification

shall be determined as of the date when the petition is filed.

(B) Signatures shall be affixed in ink. Each signer may
also print the signer's name, so as to clearly identify the

signer's signature.

(C) Each signer shall place on the petition after the
signer's name the date of signing and the location of the
signer's voting residence, including the street and number if in
a municipal corporation or the rural route number, post office
address, or township if outside a municipal corporation. The
voting address given on the petition shall be the address

appearing in the registration records at the board of elections.

(D) Except as otherwise provided in section 3501.382 of
the Revised Code, no person shall write any name other than the
person's own on any petition. Except as otherwise provided in
section 3501.382 of the Revised Code, no person may authorize
another to sign for the person. If a petition contains the
signature of an elector two or more times, only the first

signature shall be counted.

(E) (1) On each petition paper, the circulator shall
indicate the number of signatures contained on it, and shall
sign a statement made under penalty of election falsification

that the circulator witnessed the affixing of every signature,
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that all signers were to the best of the circulator's knowledge
and belief qualified to sign, and that every signature is to the
best of the circulator's knowledge and belief the signature of
the person whose signature it purports to be or of an attorney
in fact acting pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code.
On the circulator's statement for a declaration of candidacy or
nominating petition for a person seeking to become a statewide
candidate or for a statewide initiative or a statewide
referendum petition, the circulator shall identify the
circulator's name, the address of the circulator's permanent
residence, and the name and address of the person employing the

circulator to circulate the petition, if any.

(2) As used in division (E) of this section, "statewide
candidate" means the joint candidates for the offices of
governor and lieutenant governor or a candidate for the office
of secretary of state, auditor of state, treasurer of state, or

attorney general.

(F) Except as otherwise provided in section 3501.382 of
the Revised Code, if a circulator knowingly permits an
unqualified person to sign a petition paper or permits a person
to write a name other than the person's own on a petition paper,
that petition paper is invalid; otherwise, the signature of a
person not qualified to sign shall be rejected but shall not

invalidate the other wvalid signatures on the paper.

(G) The circulator of a petition may, before filing it in
a public office, strike from it any signature the circulator

does not wish to present as a part of the petition.

(H) Any signer of a petition or an attorney in fact acting
pursuant to section 3501.382 of the Revised Code on behalf of a

signer may remove the signer's signature from that petition at
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any time before the petition is filed in a public office by
striking the signer's name from the petition; no signature may

be removed after the petition is filed in any public office.

(I) (1) No alterations, corrections, or additions may be

made to a petition after it is filed in a public office.

(2) (a) No declaration of candidacy, nominating petition,
or other petition for the purpose of becoming a candidate may be
withdrawn after it is filed in a public office. Nothing in this
division prohibits a person from withdrawing as a candidate as

otherwise provided by law.

(b) No petition presented to or filed with the secretary
of state, a board of elections, or any other public office for
the purpose of the holding of an election on any question or
issue may be resubmitted after it is withdrawn from a public
office or rejected as containing insufficient signatures.
Nothing in this division prevents a question or issue petition
from being withdrawn by the filing of a written notice of the
withdrawal by a majority of the members of the petitioning
committee with the same public office with which the petition
was filed prior to the sixtieth day before the election at which

the question or issue is scheduled to appear on the ballot.

(J) All declarations of candidacy, nominating petitions,
or other petitions under this section shall be accompanied by
the following statement in boldface capital letters: WHOEVER
COMMITS ELECTION FALSIFICATION IS GUILTY OF A FELONY OF THE

FHFH-FOURTH DEGREE.

(K) All separate petition papers shall be filed at the

same time, as one instrument.

(L) If a board of elections distributes for use a petition
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form for a declaration of candidacy, nominating petition, or any
type of question or issue petition that does not satisfy the
requirements of law as of the date of that distribution, the
board shall not invalidate the petition on the basis that the
petition form does not satisfy the requirements of law, if the
petition otherwise is wvalid. Division (L) of this section
applies only if the candidate received the petition from the
board within ninety days of when the petition is required to be

filed.

(M) (1) Upon receiving an initiative petition, or a
petition filed under section 307.94 or 307.95 of the Revised
Code, concerning a ballot issue that is to be submitted to the
electors of a county or municipal political subdivision, the

board of elections shall examine the petition to determine:

(a) Whether the petition falls within the scope of a
municipal political subdivision's authority to enact via
initiative, including, if applicable, the limitations placed by
Sections 3 and 7 of Article XVIII of the Ohio Constitution on
the authority of municipal corporations to adopt local police,
sanitary, and other similar regulations as are not in conflict
with general laws, and whether the petition satisfies the
statutory prerequisites to place the issue on the ballot. The
petition shall be invalid if any portion of the petition is not

within the initiative power; or

(b) Whether the petition falls within the scope of a
county's authority to enact via initiative, including whether
the petition conforms to the requirements set forth in Section 3
of Article X of the Ohio Constitution, including the exercise of
only those powers that have vested in, and the performance of

all duties imposed upon counties and county officers by law, and
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whether the petition satisfies the statutory prerequisites to
place the issue on the ballot. The finding of the board shall be
subject to challenge by a protest filed pursuant to division (B)

of section 307.95 of the Revised Code.

(2) After making a determination under division (M) (1) (a)
or (b) of this section, the board of elections shall promptly
transmit a copy of the petition and a notice of the board's
determination to the office of the secretary of state. Notice of
the board's determination shall be given to the petitioners and

the political subdivision.

(3) If multiple substantially similar initiative petitions
are submitted to multiple boards of elections and the
determinations of the boards under division (M) (1) (a) or (b) of
this section concerning those petitions differ, the secretary of
state shall make a single determination under division (M) (1) (a)
or (b) of this section that shall apply to each such initiative

petition.

Sec. 3501.382. (A) (1) A registered voter who, by reason of
disability, is unable to physically sign the voter's name as a
candidate, signer, or circulator on a declaration of candidacy
and petition, nominating petition, other petition, or other
document under Title XXXV of the Revised Code may authorize a
legally competent resident of this state who is eighteen years
of age or older as an attorney in fact to sign that voter's name
to the petition or other election document, at the voter's
direction and in the voter's presence, in accordance with either

of the following procedures:

(a) The voter may file with the board of elections of the
voter's county of residence a notarized form that includes or

has attached all of the following:
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(1) The name of the voter who is authorizing an attorney
in fact to sign petitions or other election documents on that
voter's behalf, at the voter's direction and in the voter's

presence;

(ii) An attestation of the voter that the voter, by reason
of disability, is unable to sign physically petitions or other
election documents and that the voter desires the attorney in
fact to sign them on the voter's behalf, at the direction of the

voter and in the voter's presence;

(1iii) The name, residence address, date of birth, and, if
applicable, Ohio supreme court registration number of the
attorney in fact authorized to sign on the voter's behalf, at
the voter's direction and in the voter's presence. A photocopy
of the attorney in fact's driver's license or state
identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised

Code shall be attached to the notarized form.

(iv) The form of the signature that the attorney in fact
will use in signing petitions or other election documents on the
voter's behalf, at the voter's direction and in the voter's

presence.

(b) The voter may acknowledge, before an election
official, and file with the board of elections of the voter's
county of residence a form that includes or has attached all of

the following:

(i) The name of the voter who is authorizing an attorney
in fact to sign petitions or other election documents on that
voter's behalf, at the voter's direction and in the voter's

presencey;

(ii) An attestation of the voter that the voter, by reason

Page 166

4825
4826
4827
4828

4829
4830
4831
4832
4833

4834
4835
4836
4837
4838
4839
4840

4841
4842
4843
4844

4845
4846
4847
4848

4849
4850
4851
4852

4853



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

of disability, is physically unable to sign petitions or other
election documents and that the voter desires the attorney in
fact to sign them on the voter's behalf, at the direction of the

voter and in the voter's presence;

(iii) An attestation from a licensed physician that the
voter is disabled and, by reason of that disability, is

physically unable to sign petitions or other election documents;

(iv) The name, residence address, date of birth, and, if
applicable, Ohio supreme court registration number of the
attorney in fact authorized to sign on the voter's behalf, at
the voter's direction and in the voter's presence. A photocopy
of the attorney in fact's driver's license or state
identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised

Code shall be attached to the notarized form.

(v) The form of the signature that the attorney in fact
will use in signing petitions or other election documents on the
voter's behalf, at the voter's direction and in the voter's

presence.

(2) In addition to performing customary notarial acts with
respect to the power of attorney form described in division (A)
(1) (a) of this section, the notary public shall acknowledge that
the voter in question affirmed in the presence of the notary
public the information listed in divisions (&) (1) (a) (i), (ii),
and (i1ii) of this section. A notary public shall not perform any
notarial acts with respect to such a power of attorney form
unless the voter first gives such an affirmation. Only a notary
public satisfying the requirements of section 147.01 of the
Revised Code may perform notarial acts with respect to such a

power of attorney form.
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(B) A board of elections that receives a form under
division (A) (1) of this section from a voter shall do both of

the following:

(1) Use the signature provided in accordance with division
(A) (1) (a) (iv) or (A) (1) (b) (v) of this section for the purpose of
verifying the voter's signature on all declarations of candidacy
and petitions, nominating petitions, other petitions, or other
documents signed by that voter under Title XXXV of the Revised

Code;

(2) Cause the pell—Iist—er sigraturepollibook—for—+h
relevant—preeinet—voter's registration record to identify the

voter in question as having authorized an attorney in fact to

sign petitions or other election documents on the voter's

behalf, at the voter's direction and in the voter's presence.

(C) Notwithstanding division (D) of section 3501.38 or any
other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, an attorney
in fact authorized to sign petitions or other election documents
on a disabled voter's behalf, at the direction of and in the
presence of that voter, in accordance with division (A) of this
section may sign that voter's name to any petition or other
election document under Title XXXV of the Revised Code after the
power of attorney has been filed with the board of elections in
accordance with division (A) (1) of this section. The signature
shall be deemed to be that of the disabled voter, and the voter

shall be deemed to be the signer.

(D) (1) Notwithstanding division (F) of section 3501.38 or
any other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, the
circulator of a petition may knowingly permit an attorney in
fact to sign the petition on a disabled voter's behalf, at the

direction of and in the presence of that voter, in accordance
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with division (A) (1) of this section. 4913

(2) Notwithstanding division (F) of section 3501.38 or any 4914
other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, no petition 4915
paper shall be invalidated on the ground that the circulator 4916
knowingly permitted an attorney in fact to write a name other 4917
than the attorney in fact's own name on a petition paper, 1if 4918
that attorney in fact signed the petition on a disabled voter's 4919
behalf, at the direction of and in the presence of that voter, 4920
in accordance with division (C) of this section. 4921

(E) The secretary of state shall prescribe the form and 4922
content of the form for the power of attorney prescribed under 4923
division (A) (1) of this section and also shall prescribe the 4924
form and content of a distinct form to revoke such a power of 4925
attorney. 4926

(F) As used in this section, "unable to physically sign" 4927
means that the person with a disability cannot comply with the 4928
provisions of section 3501.011 of the Revised Code. A person is 4929
not "unable to physically sign" if the person is able to comply 4930
with section 3501.011 through reasonable accommodation, 4931
including the use of assistive technology or augmentative 4932
devices. 4933

Sec. 3501.90. (A) As used in this section: 4934

(1) "Harassment in violation of the election law" means 4935
either of the following: 4936

(a) Any of the following types of conduct—Sm—er—abeut— 4937
pollingplace—oraplace—of registrationoreleetion: 4938
ebstrueting— 4939

(i) Obstructing access of an elector to a precinct polling 4940

place, a voter service and polling center, a ballot drop box, 4941
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the office of a board of elections, or any other place of voter

registration; arether—

(ii) Another improper practice or attempt tending to

obstruct, intimidate, or interfere with an elector in

registering or voting—at—a—ptace—-ofregistratieonr—oretection;

(iii) Molesting or otherwise engaging in violence against

observers in the performance of their duties at a precinct

polling place—ef—registratien—or—etectieon, a voter service and

polling center, or the office of a board of elections or at any

other place of voter registration; or partieipatine—

(iv) Participating in a riot, violence, tumult, or

disorder in and about a precinct polling place, a voter service

and polling center, a ballot drop box, the office of a board of

elections, or any other place of voter registrationer—eteetieny

(b) A violation of division (A) (1), (2), (3), or (5) or

division (B) of section 3501.35 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Person" has the same meaning as in division (C) of
section 1.59 of the Revised Code and also includes any

organization that is not otherwise covered by that division.

(3) "Trier of fact" means the jury or, in a nonjury

action, the court.

(B) An elector who has experienced harassment in violation
of the election law has a cause of action against each person
that committed the harassment in violation of the election law.
In any civil action based on this cause of action, the elector
may seek a declaratory judgment, an injunction, or other
appropriate equitable relief. The civil action may be commenced

by an elector who has experienced harassment in violation of the

Page 170

4942
4943

4944
4945
4946
4947

4948
4949
4950
4951
4952

4953
4954
4955
4956

4957
4958

4959
4960
4961

4962
4963

4964
4965
4966
4967
4968
4969
4970



H. B. No. 296 Page 171
As Introduced

election law either alone or as a party to a class action under 4971
Civil Rule 23. 4972

(C) (1) In addition to the equitable relief authorized by 4973
division (B) of this section, an elector who has experienced 4974
harassment in violation of the election law may be entitled to 4975
relief under division (C) (2) or (3) of this section. 4976

(2) If the harassment in violation of the election law 4977
involved intentional or reckless threatening or causing of 4978
bodily harm to the elector while the elector was attempting to 4979
register to vote, to obtain amp—aksert—reter's—a ballot, or to 4980
vote, the elector may seek, in a civil action based on the cause 4981
of action created by division (B) of this section, monetary 4982
damages as prescribed in this division. The civil action may be 4983
commenced by the elector who has experienced harassment in 4984
violation of the election law either alone or as a party to a 4985
class action under Civil Rule 23. Upon proof by a preponderance 4986
of the evidence in the civil action that the harassment in 4987
violation of the election law involved intentional or reckless 4988
threatening or causing of bodily harm to the elector, the trier 4989
of fact shall award the elector the greater of three times of 4990
the amount of the elector's actual damages or one thousand 4991
dollars. The court also shall award a prevailing elector 4992
reasonable attorney's fees and court costs. 4993

(3) Whether a civil action on the cause of action created 4994
by division (B) of this section is commenced by an elector who 4995
has experienced harassment in violation of the election law 4996
alone or as a party to a class action under Civil Rule 23, if 4997
the defendant in the action is an organization that has 4998
previously been determined in a court of this state to have 4999

engaged in harassment in violation of the election law, the 5000
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elector may seek an order of the court granting any of the
following forms of relief upon proof by a preponderance of the

evidence:

(a) Divestiture of the organization's interest in any

enterprise or in any real property;

(b) Reasonable restrictions upon the future activities or
investments of the organization, including, but not limited to,
prohibiting the organization from engaging in any harassment in

violation of the election law;
(c) The dissolution or reorganization of the organization;

(d) The suspension or revocation of any license, permit,
or prior approval granted to the organization by any state

agency;

(e) The revocation of the organization's authorization to
do business in this state if the organization is a foreign

corporation or other form of foreign entity.

(D) It shall not be a defense in a civil action based on
the cause of action created by division (B) of this section,
whether commenced by an elector who has experienced harassment
in violation of the election law alone or as a party to a class
action under Civil Rule 23, that no criminal prosecution was
commenced or conviction obtained in connection with the conduct

alleged to be the basis of the civil action.

(E) In a civil action based on the cause of action created
by division (B) of this section, whether commenced by an elector
who has experienced harassment in violation of the election law
alone or as a party to a class action under Civil Rule 23, the
elector may name as defendants each individual who engaged in

conduct constituting harassment in violation of the election law

Page 172

5001
5002
5003

5004
5005

5006
5007
5008
5009

5010

5011
5012
5013

5014
5015
5016

5017
5018
5019
5020
5021
5022
5023

5024
5025
5026
5027
5028
5029



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

as well as any person that employs, sponsors, or uses as an
agent any such individual or that has organized a common scheme

to cause harassment in violation of the election law.

Sec. 3503.01. (A) Every citizen of the United States who
is of the age of eighteen years or over and who has been a
resident of the state thirty days immediately preceding the
election at which the citizen offers to vote, is a resident of
the county and precinct in which the citizen offers to vote, and
has been registered to vote for thirty days, has the
qualifications of an elector and may vote at all elections in

the precinct in which the citizen resides.

(B) When only a portion of a precinct is included within
the boundaries of an election district, the board of elections
may assign the electors residing in such portion of a precinct
to the nearest precinct or portion of a precinct within the
boundaries of such election district for the purpose of voting
at any special election held in such district. In any election
in which only a part of the electors in a precinct is qualified
to vote, the board may assign voters in such part to an
adjoining precinct. Such assignment may be made to an adjoining
precinct in another county with the consent and approval of the
board of elections of such other county if the number of voters
assigned to vote in a precinct in another county is two hundred

or less.

Thre—Subject to section 3501.291 of the Revised Code, the

board shall notify all such electors so assigned, at least ten
days prior to the holding of any such election, of the location
of the precinct polling place where they are entitled to vote at

such election.

As used in division (B) of this section, "election
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district” means a school district, municipal corporation,
township, or other political subdivision that includes territory
in more than one precinct or any other district or authority
that includes territory in more than one precinct and that is
authorized by law to place an issue on the ballot at a special

election.

Sec. 3503.02. All registrars and preeimet—election
officials, in determining the residence of a person offering to

register or vote, shall be governed by the following rules:

(A) That place shall be considered the residence of a
person in which the person's habitation is fixed and to which,
whenever the person is absent, the person has the intention of

returning.

(B) A person shall not be considered to have lost the
person's residence who leaves the person's home and goes into
another state or county of this state, for temporary purposes

only, with the intention of returning.

(C) A person shall not be considered to have gained a
residence in any county of this state into which the person
comes for temporary purposes only, without the intention of

making such county the permanent place of abode.

(D) The place where the family of a married person resides
shall be considered to be the person's place of residence;
except that when the spouses have separated and live apart, the
place where such a spouse resides the length of time required to
entitle a person to vote shall be considered to be the spouse's

place of residence.

(E) If a person removes to another state with the

intention of making such state the person's residence, the
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person shall be considered to have lost the person's residence

in this state.

(F) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) of this
section, if a person removes from this state and continuously
resides outside this state for a period of four years or more,
the person shall be considered to have lost the person's
residence in this state, notwithstanding the fact that the
person may entertain an intention to return at some future

period.

(G) (1) If a person removes from this state to engage in
the services of the United States government, the person shall
not be considered to have lost the person's residence in this
state, and likewise should the person enter the employment of
the state, the place where such person resided at the time of
the person's removal shall be considered to be the person's

place of residence.

(2) If a person removes from this state to a location
outside of the United States and the person does not become a
resident of another state, the person shall not be considered to
have lost the person's residence in this state. The place where
the person resided at the time of the person's removal shall be

considered to be the person's place of residence.

(3) If a person is eligible to vote in this state under
division (D) (2) of section 3511.011 of the Revised Code, the
place where the person's parent or legal guardian resided in
this state prior to that parent or legal guardian's removal to a
location outside of the United States shall be considered to be

the person's place of residence.

(4) If an address that is considered to be a person's
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place of residence under division (G) of this section ceases to 5118
be a recognized residential address, the board of elections 5119
shall assign an address to the applicable person for voting 5120
purposes. 5121

(H) If a person goes into another state and while there 5122
exercises the right of a citizen by voting, the person shall be 5123
considered to have lost the person's residence in this state. 5124

(I) If a person does not have a fixed place of habitation, 5125
but has a shelter or other location at which the person has been 5126
a consistent or regular inhabitant and to which the person has 5127
the intention of returning, that shelter or other location shall 5128
be deemed the person's residence for the purpose of registering 5129
to vote. 5130

Sec. 3503.09. (A) (1) The secretary of state shall adopt 5131
rules for the electronic transmission by boards of elections, 5132
designated agencies, offices of deputy registrars of motor 5133
vehicles, public high schools and vocational schools, public 5134
libraries, and offices of county treasurers, where applicable, 5135
of change of name—and, change of residence—ekanges, and change 5136
of political party affiliation forms for voter registration 5137
records—in—the statewide voter registratieondatabase. 5138

(2) The secretary of state shall adopt rules for the 5139
purpose of improving the speed of processing new voter 5140
registrations that permit information from a voter registration 5141
application received by a designated agency or an office of 5142
deputy registrar of motor vehicles to be made available 5143
electronically, in addition to requiring the original voter 5144
registration application to be transmitted to the applicable 5145
board of elections under division (E) (2) of section 3503.10 or 5146

section 3503.11 of the Revised Code. 5147
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(B) Rules adopted under division (A) of this section shall
do all of the following:

(1) Prohibit any direct electronic connection between a
designated agency, office of deputy registrar of motor vehicles,
public high school or vocational school, public library, or
office of a county treasurer and the statewide voter

registration database;

(2) Require any updated voter registration information to
be verified by the secretary of state or a board of elections
before the information is added to the statewide voter
registration database for the purpose of modifying an existing

voter registration;

(3) Require each designated agency or office of deputy
registrar of motor vehicles that transmits voter registration
information electronically to transmit an identifier for data
relating to each new voter registration that shall be used by
the secretary of state or a board of elections to match the

electronic data to the original voter registration application.

Sec. 3503.10. (A) Each designated agency shall designate
one person within that agency to serve as coordinator for the
voter registration program within the agency and its
departments, divisions, and programs. The designated person
shall be trained under a program designed by the secretary of
state and shall be responsible for administering all aspects of
the voter registration program for that agency as prescribed by
the secretary of state. The designated person shall receive no

additional compensation for performing such duties.

(B) Every designated agency, public high school and

vocational school, public library, and office of a county
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treasurer shall provide in each of its offices or locations
voter registration applications and assistance in the
registration of persons qualified to register to vote, in

accordance with this chapter.

(C) Every designated agency shall distribute to its
applicants, prior to or in conjunction with distributing a voter
registration application, a form prescribed by the secretary of

state that includes all of the following:

(1) The question, "Do you want to register to vote or
update your current voter registration?"--followed by boxes for
the applicant to indicate whether the applicant would like to
register or decline to register to vote, and the statement,
highlighted in bold print, "If you do not check either box, you
will be considered to have decided not to register to vote at

this time.";

(2) If the agency provides public assistance, the
statement, "Applying to register or declining to register to
vote will not affect the amount of assistance that you will be

provided by this agency.";

(3) The statement, "If you would like help in filling out
the voter registration application form, we will help you. The
decision whether to seek or accept help is yours. You may fill

out the application form in private.";

(4) The statement, "If you believe that someone has
interfered with your right to register or to decline to register
to vote, your right to privacy in deciding whether to register
or in applying to register to vote, or your right to choose your
own political party or other political preference, you may file

a complaint with the prosecuting attorney of your county or with
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the secretary of state," with the address and telephone number

for each such official's office.

(D) Each designated agency shall distribute a voter
registration form prescribed by the secretary of state to each
applicant with each application for service or assistance, and
with each written application or form for recertification,

renewal, or change of address.
(E) Each designated agency shall do all of the following:

(1) Have employees trained to administer the voter
registration program in order to provide to each applicant who
wishes to register to vote and who accepts assistance, the same
degree of assistance with regard to completion of the voter
registration application as is provided by the agency with

regard to the completion of its own form;

(2) Accept completed voter registration applications,
voter registration change of residence forms, amd—voter

registration change of name forms, and voter registration change

of political party affiliation forms, regardless of whether the

application or form was distributed by the designated agency,
for transmittal to the office of the board of elections in the
county in which the agency is located. Each designated agency
and the appropriate board of elections shall establish a method
by which the voter registration applications and other voter
registration forms are transmitted to that board of elections

within five days after being accepted by the agency.

(3) If the designated agency is one that is primarily
engaged in providing services to persons with disabilities under
a state-funded program, and that agency provides services to a

person with disabilities at a person's home, provide the
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services described in divisions (E) (1) and (2) of this section

at the person's home;

(4) Keep as confidential, except as required by the
secretary of state for record-keeping purposes, the identity of
an agency through which a person registered to vote or updated
the person's voter registration records, and information
relating to a declination to register to vote made in connection
with a voter registration application issued by a designated

agency.

(F) The secretary of state shall prepare and transmit
written instructions on the implementation of the voter
registration program within each designated agency, public high
school and vocational school, public library, and office of a
county treasurer. The instructions shall include directions as

follows:

(1) That each person designated to assist with voter
registration maintain strict neutrality with respect to a
person's political philosophies, a person's right to register or
decline to register, and any other matter that may influence a

person's decision to register or not register to vote;

(2) That each person designated to assist with voter
registration not seek to influence a person's decision to
register or not register to vote, not display or demonstrate any
political preference or party allegiance, and not make any
statement to a person or take any action the purpose or effect
of which is to lead a person to believe that a decision to
register or not register has any bearing on the availability of
services or benefits offered, on the grade in a particular class

in school, or on credit for a particular class in school;
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(3) Regarding when and how to assist a person in
completing the voter registration application, what to do with
the completed voter registration application or voter
registration update form, and when the application must be

transmitted to the appropriate board of elections;

(4) Regarding what records must be kept by the agency and
where and when those records should be transmitted to satisfy
reporting requirements imposed on the secretary of state under

the National Voter Registration Act of 1993;

(5) Regarding whom to contact to obtain answers to

questions about voter registration forms and procedures.

(G) If the voter registration activity is part of an in-
class voter registration program in a public high school or
vocational school, whether prescribed by the secretary of state
or independent of the secretary of state, the board of education

shall do all of the following:

(1) Establish a schedule of school days and hours during
these days when the person designated to assist with voter

registration shall provide voter registration assistance;

(2) Designate a person to assist with voter registration

from the public high school's or vocational school's staff;

(3) Make voter registration applications and materials
available, as outlined in the voter registration program
established by the secretary of state pursuant to section

3501.05 of the Revised Code;

(4) Distribute the statement, "applying to register or

declining to register to vote, or registering as affiliated with

a particular political party or registering to vote and

remaining unaffiliated, will not affect or be a condition of
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your receiving a particular grade in or credit for a school
course or class, participating in a curricular or
extracurricular activity, receiving a benefit or privilege, or
participating in a program or activity otherwise available to

pupils enrolled in this school district's schools.";

(5) Establish a method by which the voter registration
application and other voter registration forms are transmitted
to the board of elections within five days after being accepted

by the public high school or vocational school.

(H) Any person employed by the designated agency, public
high school or vocational school, public library, or office of a
county treasurer may be designated to assist with voter
registration pursuant to this section. The designated agency,
public high school or vocational school, public library, or
office of a county treasurer shall provide the designated
person, and make available such space as may be necessary,

without charge to the county or state.

(I) The secretary of state shall prepare and cause to be
displayed in a prominent location in each designated agency a
notice that identifies the person designated to assist with
voter registration, the nature of that person's duties, and
where and when that person is available for assisting in the

registration of voters.

A designated agency may furnish additional supplies and
services to disseminate information to increase public awareness
of the existence of a person designated to assist with voter

registration in every designated agency.

(J) This section does not limit any authority a board of

education, superintendent, or principal has to allow, sponsor,
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or promote voluntary election registration programs within a
high school or vocational school, including programs in which
pupils serve as persons designated to assist with voter

registration, provided that no pupil is required to participate.

(K) Each public library and office of the county treasurer
shall establish a method by which voter registration forms are
transmitted to the board of elections within five days after
being accepted by the public library or office of the county

treasurer.

(L) The department of job and family services and its
departments, divisions, and programs shall limit administration
of the aspects of the voter registration program for the
department to the requirements prescribed by the secretary of
state and the requirements of this section and the National

Voter Registration Act of 1993.

Sec. 3503.11. When any person applies for a driver's
license, commercial driver's license, a state of Ohio
identification card issued under section 4507.50 of the Revised
Code, or motorcycle operator's license or endorsement, or the
renewal or duplicate of any license or endorsement under Chapter
4506. or 4507. of the Revised Code, the registrar of motor
vehicles or deputy registrar shall offer the applicant the
opportunity to register to vote or to update the applicant's
voter registration. The registrar of motor vehicles or deputy
registrar also shall make available to all other customers voter
registration applications and change of residence—awd, change of

name, and change of political party affiliation forms, but is

not required to offer assistance to these customers in

completing a voter registration application or other form.

The deputy registrar shall send any registration
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application or any change of residence—e®, change of name, and

change of political party affiliation form that was completed

and submitted in paper form to the deputy registrar to the board
of elections of the county in which the office of the deputy
registrar is located, within five days after accepting the
application or other form. The registrar shall send any
completed registration application received at the bureau of
motor vehicles headquarters location and any completed change of

residence—e*, change of name, or change of political party

affiliation form processed electronically in systems or programs
operated and maintained by the bureau of motor vehicles to the
secretary of state within five days after accepting the

application or other form.

The registrar shall collect from each deputy registrar
through the reports filed under division (J) of section 4503.03
of the Revised Code and transmit to the secretary of state
information on the number of voter registration applications and

change of residence—e*, change of name, or change of political

party affiliation forms completed or declined, and any

additional information required by the secretary of state to
comply with the National Voter Registration Act of 1993. No
information relating to an applicant's decision to decline to
register or update the applicant's voter registration at the
office of the registrar or deputy registrar may be used for any
purpose other than voter registration record-keeping required by
the secretary of state, and all such information shall be kept

confidential.

The secretary of state shall prescribe voter registration
applications and change of residence—and, change of name, and

change of political party affiliation forms for use by the

bureau of motor vehicles. The bureau of motor vehicles shall
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supply all of its deputy registrars with a sufficient number of
voter registration applications and change of residence—and,

change of name, and change of political party affiliation forms.

Sec. 3503.111. (A) Each month, the secretary of state

shall send the information in the statewide voter registration

database to the national change of address service provided by

the United States postal system through its licensees and

reqguest that service to provide the secretary of state with a

list of any registered electors who have had a permanent change

of residence address within the past month. The secretary of

state promptly shall transmit the information concerning each

elector who has had a permanent change of residence address

electronically to the appropriate board of elections.

(B) (1) When a board of elections receives information

concerning a registered elector under division (A) of this

section and determines that the elector is eligible to update

the elector's registration, except as provided in division (C)

of this section, the board promptly shall update the elector's

registration and send the elector an acknowledgment notice under

section 3503.19 of the Revised Code. The electronic record

transmitted to the board under this section shall be considered

the elector's voter registration form.

(2) If an elector whose registration has been updated

under division (B) (1) of this section declines to have the

elector's registration updated, the board shall correct the

elector's registration to reflect the name, address, and

signature that it contained before the board updated the

elector's registration under this section.

(3) If a person who is not eligible to update the person's

voter registration nonetheless has the person's registration
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updated under this section, the person shall not be considered

to knowingly update or attempt to update the person's

registration in violation of section 3599.11 of the Revised Code

based solely on the person's failure to decline to have the

person's registration updated.

(C) When a board of elections receives information

concerning an elector under division (A) of this section and

determines that the elector has had a permanent change of

residence address to a location outside this state, the board

shall send the elector a confirmation notice at the address at

which the elector is registered to vote in this state. The board

shall not send that notice during the ninety days immediately

preceding a primary or general election for federal office.

(D) The secretary of state may prescribe additional

procedures to identifv and send confirmation notices to electors

who appear to have moved or had a change of name. Any procedures

to identify and send confirmation notices to electors who appear

to have moved to a location outside this state shall be

completed not later than ninety days before the day of any

primary or dgeneral election for federal office.

(E) All procedures for maintaining the statewide voter

registration database implemented under this section shall be

uniform and nondiscriminatory and shall comply with the Voting

Rights Act of 1965, the National Voter Registration Act of 1993,

and all other applicable federal laws.

Sec. 3503.12. All registrations shall be carefully
checked, and in case any person is found to have registered—more
than—esee one registration form, €he—additienmat—all registration

forms other than the most recent registration form shall be

canceled by the board of elections.
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Six weeks prior to the day of a special, primary, or
general election, the board shall publish notices in one or more
newspapers of general circulation advertising the places, dates,
times, methods of registration, and voter qualifications for

registration.

The board shall establish—asehedule—eor proegram—Ete—assure

to the extent reasonably possible that—en—erlbefore November—
13986+ all registration places shall be free of barriers that
would impede the ingress and egress of handicapped persons.
Entrances shall be level or shall be provided with a nonskid
ramp of not over eight per cent gradient, and doors shall be a
minimum of thirty-two inches wide. Registration places located
at precinct polling places shall, however, comply with the
requirements of section 3501.29 of the Revised Code for the

elimination of barriers.

As used in this section, "handicapped" means having lost
the use of one or both legs, one or both arms, or any
combination thereof, or being blind or so severely disabled as
to be unable to move about without the aid of crutches or a

wheelchair.

Sec. 3503.13. (A) Except as otherwise provided in section
111.44 of the Revised Code or by state or federal law,
registration forms submitted—Py—appticants—and the statewide
voter registration database established under section 3503.15 of
the Revised Code shall be open to public inspection at all times
when the office of the board of elections is open for business,
under such regulations as the board adopts, provided that no
person shall be permitted to inspect voter registration forms

except in the presence of an employee of the board.

(B) A board of elections may use a legible digitized
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signature list of voter signatures, copied from the signatures
on the registration forms in a form and manner prescribed by the
secretary of state, provided that the board includes the
required voter registration information in the statewide voter
registration database established under section 3503.15 of the
Revised Codes and provided that the preeimet—election officials

have computer printouts at the petis—locations where ballots may

be cast in person prepared in the manner required under section

3503.23 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 3503.14. (A) The secretary of state shall prescribe
the form and content of the registration, change of residence,

aad—change of name, and change of political party affiliation

forms used in this state. The forms shall meet the requirements
of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 and shall include

spaces for all of the following:
(1) The voter's name;
(2) The voter's address;
(3) The current date;
(4) The voter's date of birth;
(5) The voter to provide one or more of the following:
(a) The voter's driver's license number, if any;

(b) The last four digits of the voter's social security

number, if any;

(c) A copy of a current and valid photo identification, a
copy of a military identification, or a copy of a current
utility bill, bank statement, government check, paycheck, or

other government document, other than #&—an acknowledgment notice

f—roter—registratiepr—mailed by a board of elections under
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section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, that shows the voter's name

and address.

(6) The voter's telephone number, if the voter wishes to

provide it;

(7) The voter's electronic mail address, if the voter

wishes to provide it;

8) The voter's signature.
g
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(B) The registration form shall include a list of the

political parties that are recognized in this state at the time

the form is printed, accompanied by boxes for the applicant to

check to select a party with which the applicant wishes to be

affiliated. The form also shall include a space for the

applicant to write the name of a recognized political party that

is not listed on the form, if the applicant wishes to be

affiliated with that party, and a box for the applicant to check

to indicate that the applicant does not wish to be affiliated

with a political party. The form shall instruct the applicant to

select or write the name of only one recognized political party

and shall state that the applicant is not reguired to select a

political party. If the applicant does not select or write the

name of a recognized political party with which the applicant

wishes to be affiliated, or if the applicant indicates that the

applicant does not wish to be affiliated with a political party,

the applicant, upon registration, shall not be affiliated with
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any political party. 5530
(C) Except for forms prescribed by the secretary of state 5531
under section 3503.11 of the Revised Code, the secretary of 5532

state shall permit boards of elections to produce forms that 5533
have subdivided spaces for each individual alphanumeric 5534
character of the information provided by the voter so as to 5535
accommodate the electronic reading and conversion of the voter's 5536
information to data and the subsequent electronic transfer of 5537
that data to the statewide voter registration database 5538
established under section 3503.15 of the Revised Code. 5539
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+c3—(D) Except as provided in section 3501.382 of the
Revised Code, any applicant who is unable to sign the
applicant's own name shall make an "X," if possible, which shall
be certified by the signing of the name of the applicant by the
person filling out the form, who shall add the person's own
signature. If an applicant is unable to make an "X," the
applicant shall indicate in some manner that the applicant
desires to register to vote or to change the applicant's name
e¥, residence, or political party affiliation. The person

registering—+the—applieant—filling out the form shall sign the
form and attest that the applicant indicated that the applicant

desired to register to vote or to change the applicant's name

e¥, residence, or political party affiliation.
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(E) A voter registration application submitted online
through the internet pursuant to section 3503.20 of the Revised
Code is not required to contain a signature to be considered
valid. The signature obtained under division (B) of that section
shall be considered the applicant's signature for all election

and signature-matching purposes.

" 4 2 4 "

Sec. 3503.15. (A) (1) The secretary of state shall

Page 191

5556
5557
5558
5559
5560
5561
5562
5563
5564
5565
5566
5567
5568

5569
5570
5571
5572
5573
5574

5575
5576
5577
5578
5579
5580

5581
5582
5583
5584

5585



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

establish and maintain a statewide voter registration database
that shall be administered by the office of the secretary of
state and made continuously available to each board of elections

and to other agencies as authorized by law.

(2) (a) State agencies, including, but not limited to, the
department of health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the
department of job and family services, the department of
medicaid, and the department of rehabilitation and corrections,
shall provide any information and data to the secretary of state
that is collected in the course of normal business and that is
necessary to register to vote, to update an elector's
registration, or to maintain the statewide voter registration
database established pursuant to this section, except where
prohibited by federal law or regulation. The department of
health, the bureau of motor vehicles, the department of job and
family services, the department of medicaid, and the department
of rehabilitation and corrections shall provide that information
and data to the secretary of state not later than the last day
of each month. The secretary of state shall ensure that any
information or data provided to the secretary of state that is
confidential in the possession of the entity providing the data
remains confidential while in the possession of the secretary of
state. No public office, and no public official or employee,
shall sell that information or data or use that information or

data for profit.

(b) Information provided under this division for
maintenance of the statewide voter registration database shall

not be used to update the name—e*, address, or political party

affiliation of a registered elector. Fhe—Except for cases in

which an elector's registration is updated under section

3503.111 of the Revised Code, the name—e*, address, or political
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party affiliation of a registered elector shall only be updated

as a result of the elector's actions in filing a notice of

change of name, ehange—ef—address, or—keth political party

affiliation, as applicable.

(c) A board of elections shall contact a registered
elector pursuant to the rules adopted under division (D) (7) of
this section to verify the accuracy of the information in the
statewide voter registration database regarding that elector if
that information does not conform with information provided
under division (A) (2) (a) of this section and the discrepancy

would affect the elector's eligibility to cast a regular ballot.

(3) (a) The secretary of state shall enter into agreements
to share information or data that is in the possession of the
secretary of state with other states or groups of states, as the
secretary of state considers necessary, in order to maintain the
statewide voter registration database established pursuant to
this section. Except as otherwise provided in division (A) (3) (b)
of this section, the secretary of state shall ensure that any
information or data provided to the secretary of state that is
confidential in the possession of the state providing the data
remains confidential while in the possession of the secretary of

state.

(b) The secretary of state may provide such otherwise
confidential information or data to persons or organizations
that are engaging in legitimate governmental purposes related to
the maintenance of the statewide voter registration database.
The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to Chapter
119. of the Revised Code identifying the persons or
organizations who may receive that information or data. The

secretary of state shall not share that information or data with
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a person or organization not identified in those rules. The
secretary of state shall ensure that a person or organization
that receives confidential information or data under this
division keeps the information or data confidential in the
person's or organization's possession by, at a minimum, entering
into a confidentiality agreement with the person or
organization. Any confidentiality agreement entered into under
this division shall include a requirement that the person or
organization submit to the jurisdiction of this state in the

event that the person or organization breaches the agreement.

(4) No person or entity that receives information or data
under division (A) (3) of this section shall sell the information

or data or use the information or data for profit.

(5) The secretary of state shall regularly transmit to the
boards of elections, to the extent permitted by state and
federal law, the information and data the secretary of state
receives under divisions (A) (2) and (3) of this section that is
necessary to do the following, in order to ensure that the
accuracy of the statewide voter registration database is
maintained on a regular basis in accordance with applicable

state and federal law:

(a) Require the boards of elections to maintain the
database in a manner that ensures that the name of each
registered elector appears in the database, that only
individuals who are not registered or eligible to vote are
removed from the database, and that duplicate registrations are

eliminated from the database;

(b) Require the boards of elections to make a reasonable
effort to remove individuals who are not eligible to vote from

the database;
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(c) Establish safeguards to ensure that eligible electors

are not removed in error from the database.

(B) The statewide voter registration database established
under this section shall be the official list of registered

Foters—electors for all elections conducted in this state.

(C) The statewide voter registration database established
under this section shall, at a minimum, include all of the

following:

(1) An electronic network that connects all board of
elections offices with the office of the secretary of state and

with the offices of all other boards of elections;

(2) A computer program that harmonizes the records
contained in the database with records maintained by each board

of elections;

(3) An interactive computer program that allows access to
the records contained in the database by each board of elections
and by any persons authorized by the secretary of state to add,
delete, modify, or print database records, and to conduct

updates of the database;

(4) A search program capable of verifying registered
Feoters—electors and their registration information by name,
driver's license number, birth date, social security number, or

current address;

(5) Safeguards and components to ensure that the
integrity, security, and confidentiality of the voter

registration information is maintained;

(6) Methods to retain canceled voter registration records

for not less than five years after they are canceled and to
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record the reason for their cancellation.

(D) The secretary of state shall adopt rules pursuant to

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code doing all of the following:

(1) Specifying the manner in which existing voter
registration records maintained by boards of elections shall be
converted to electronic files for inclusion in the statewide

voter registration database;

(2) Establishing a uniform method for entering voter
registration records into the statewide voter registration
database on an expedited basis, but not less than once per day,

if new registration information is received;

(3) Establishing a uniform method for purging canceled
voter registration records from the statewide voter registration

database in accordance with section 3503.21 of the Revised Code;

(4) Specifying the persons authorized to add, delete,
modify, or print records contained in the statewide voter

registration database and to make updates of that database;

(5) Establishing a process for annually auditing the
information contained in the statewide voter registration

database;

(6) Establishing, by mutual agreement with the bureau of
motor vehicles, the content and format of the information and
data the bureau of motor vehicles shall provide to the secretary
of state under division (A) (2) (a) of this section and the
frequency with which the bureau shall provide that information

and data;

(7) Establishing a uniform method for addressing instances

in which records contained in the statewide voter registration
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database do not conform with records maintained by an agency, 5733
state, or group of states described in division (A) (2) (a) or (3) 5734
(a) of this section. That method shall prohibit an elector's 5735
voter registration from being canceled on the sole basis that 5736
the information in the registration record does not conform to 5737
records maintained by such an agency. 5738

(E) A board of elections promptly shall purge a—weterls—an 5739
elector's name and voter registration information from the 5740
statewide voter registration database in accordance with the 5741
rules adopted by the secretary of state under division (D) (3) of 5742
this section after the cancellation of a—eter's—an elector's 5743
registration under section 3503.21 of the Revised Code. 5744

(F) The secretary of state shall provide training in the 5745
operation of the statewide voter registration database to each 5746
board of elections and to any persons authorized by the 5747
secretary of state to add, delete, modify, or print database 5748
records, and to conduct updates of the database. 5749

(G) (1) The statewide voter registration database 5750
established under this section shall be made available on a web 5751
site of the office of the secretary of state as follows: 5752

(a) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) (1) (b) of 5753
this section, the following information from the statewide voter 5754
registration database regarding a registered seter—elector shall 5755
be made available on the web site: 5756

(i) The weterls—elector's name; 5757

(1i) The sreoter's—elector's address; 5758

(iii) The seter'ls—elector's precinct number; 5759

(iv) The elector's political party affiliation, if any; 5760
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(v) The sretexrls—elector's voting history;

(vi) Whether the elector is an active elector.

(b) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, the web site interface of the statewide voter
registration database shall permit a voter to search for the
petting—tecatien—locations at which that voter may cast a ballot

in person, obtain mail ballots, or return voted mail ballots.

(2) The secretary of state shall establish, by rule
adopted under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code, a process for
boards of elections to notify the secretary of state of changes

in the availability or locations of precinct polling places,

voter service and polling centers, ballot drop boxes, or the

office of the board for the purpose of updating the information

made available on the secretary of state's web site under
division (G) (1) (b) of this section. Those rules shall require a
board of elections, during the thirty days before the day of a

primary or general election, to notify the secretary of state

within one business day of any such change +te—theJteoeatien—-of—=

preeinet—polling—place—within the county.

(3) During the thirty days before the day of a primary or
general election, not later than one business day after

receiving a notification from a county pursuant to division (G)

(2) of this section—that—+the Jecation—ofaprecinet—polling

prace—has—ehanged, the secretary of state shall update that

information on the secretary of state's web site for the purpose

of division (G) (1) (b) of this section.

(H) The secretary of state shall conduct an annual review

of the statewide voter registration database as follows:

(1) The secretary of state shall compare the information
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in the statewide voter registration database with the
information the secretary of state obtains from the bureau of
motor vehicles under division (A) (2) of this section to identify
any person who does all of the following, in the following

order:

(a) Submits documentation to the bureau of motor vehicles

that indicates that the person is not a United States citizen;

(b) Registers to vote, submits a voter registration change

of residence—e*, change of name, or change of political party

affiliation form, or votes in this state;

(c) Submits documentation to the bureau of motor vehicles

that indicates that the person is not a United States citizen.

(2) The secretary of state shall send a written notice to
each person identified under division (H) (1) of this section,
instructing the person either to confirm that the person is a
United States citizen or to submit a completed voter
registration cancellation form to the secretary of state. The
secretary of state shall include a blank voter registration
cancellation form with the notice. If the person fails to
respond to the secretary of state in the manner described in
division (H) (3) or (4) of this section not later than thirty
days after the notice was sent, the secretary of state promptly

shall send the person a second notice and form.

(3) If, not later than sixty days after the first notice
was sent, a person who is sent a notice under division (H) (2) of
this section responds to the secretary of state, confirming that
the person is a United States citizen, the secretary of state

shall take no action concerning the person's voter registration.

(4) If, not later than sixty days after the first notice
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was sent, a person who receives a notice under division (H) (2)
of this section sends a completed voter registration
cancellation form to the secretary of state, the secretary of
state shall instruct the board of elections of the county in
which the person is registered to cancel the person's

registration.

(5) If a person who was sent a second notice under
division (H) (2) of this section fails to respond to the
secretary of state in the manner described in division (H) (3) or
(4) of this section not later than thirty days after the second
notice was sent, the secretary of state shall refer the matter
to the attorney general for further investigation and possible
prosecution under section 3599.11, 3599.12, 3599.13, or any
other applicable section of the Revised Code. If, after the
thirtieth day after the second notice was sent, the person sends
a completed voter registration cancellation form to the
secretary of state, the secretary of state shall instruct the
board of elections of the county in which the person is
registered to cancel the person's registration and shall notify

the attorney general of the cancellation.

(6) The secretary of state shall not conduct the review
described in division (H) of this section during the ninety days

immediately preceding a primary or general election for federal

office.
Sec. 3503-16- (A) E bct/t [©¥e) UthCJ_VVJ‘_OC t/J_U J‘_dcd JI_J.J dJ‘_ Jl_OJI_UJ.J
-HFr—efseectieon—31+144 of +the Revised Codes—whenever—Whenever a

registered elector changes the place of residence of that
registered elector from one precinct to another within a county
or from one county to another, exr—has a change of name, or

wishes to change the elector's political party affiliation, that
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registered elector shall report the change by—delizering—=
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another—sitedesignated Py —+thePeard one of the methods
described in section 3503.19 of the Revised Code.

(B) (1) (a) Any registered elector who moves within a

precinct on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or

08
b
qr

special election and has not £+ +ee—ef-reported the

change of residence—with—the—board—eof—eteetions in accordance

with section 3503.19 of the Revised Code, and any registered

elector who wishes to change the elector's political party

affiliation on or prior to the day of a primary election and has

not reported the change of political party affiliation in

accordance with that section, may vote in that election by going

to that registered elector's assigned precinct polling place,_a

voter service and polling center, or the office of the board of

elections, completing and signing a notice of change of
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residence or change of political party affiliation, as

applicable, and casting a reqular ballot in person or by

submitting a signed notice of change of residence;—sheowime—
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¥+~ or change of political party

affiliation, as applicable, with the elector's application for

mail ballots under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code and

casting—a—balltet mail ballots.

(b)—Amy—(i) Except as otherwise provided in division (B)

(1) () (i) of this section, any registered elector who changes

the name of that registered elector and remains within a

precinct on or prior to the day of a general, primary, or

special election and has not fited—a—mnmetiee—ef-reported the

change of name with—the—boagrd—eof—eltections—in accordance with

section 3503.19 of the Revised Code may vote in that election by

going to that registered elector's assigned precinct polling

place, a voter service and polling center, or the office of the

board of elections, completing and signing a notice of a change

of name, and casting a provisional ballot under section 3505.181

of the Revised Code. FH—the—registered—

(ii) An elector_described in division (B) (1) (b) (i) of this

section may cast a reqular ballot in person if the elector

provides to the preeimet—election officials a signed notice of

change of name and proof of a legal name change, such as a

marriage license or court order that includes the elector's

current and prior names. Such an elector may cast a reqular mail
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ballot if the elector submits a signed notice of change of name

and proof of a legal name change, such as a marriage license or

court order that includes the elector's current and prior names,

1 = | + = 3 E £ 1 £ =
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east—a—regutarbalttetwith the elector's application for mail

ballots under section 3509.03 of the Revised Code.

(2) Any registered elector who moves from one precinct to
another within a county or moves from one precinct to another
and changes the name of that registered elector on or prior to

the day of a general, primary, or special election and has not

filed—anetice—of-reported the change of residence or change of

®.
Hh

name, whichever is appropriate, in accordance with £he—bear

O

eteetions—section 3503.19 of the Revised Code may vote in that

election if that registered elector complies with division +&—

(E) of this section or does all of the following:
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Sec. 3503.19. (A)—Persens— (1) Except as otherwise provided

in division (E) of section 111.44 of the Revised Code, persons

qualified to register or to change their registration because of

a change of address—e*, change of name, or change of political

party affiliation may register or change their registration +a—

by doing any of the following:

(a) Submitting a voter registration, change of address,

change of name, or change of political party affiliation form in

person or through another person at any state or local office of

a designated agency, at the office of the registrar or any
deputy registrar of motor vehicles, at a public high school or
vocational school, at a public library, at the office of a
county treasurer, or at a branch office established by the board
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(b) Submitting a voter registration, change of address,

change of name, or change of political party affiliation form in

person or through another person at a probate court or a court
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person eighteen vears of age or older who has a change of name

by order of the court or who applies for a marriage license.

(c) Submitting a voter registration, change of address,
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(d) Having the elector's registration updated under

section 3503.111 of the Revised Code;
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registration system under section 3503.20 of the Revised Code;
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change of name, or change of political party affiliation form in
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and change of political party affiliation forms shall be

available at each such location, and the election officials

shall return all completed forms to the board of elections.

(g) In the case of a person who is eligible to vote as a

uniformed services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with

the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act,

returning the person's completed voter registration, change of

address, change of name, or change of political party

affiliation form electronically to the office of the secretary

of state or to the board of elections of the county in which the

person's voting residence is located pursuant to section
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3503.191 of the Revised Code.

(2) Any state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public

library, a probate court or court of common pleas, or the office

of a county treasurer shall transmit any voter registration
application or change of registration form that it receives to
the board of elections of the county in which the state or local
office is located, within five days after receiving the voter

registration application or change of registration form.

(3) An otherwise wvalid voter registration application that
is returned to the appropriate office other than by mail must be
received by a state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public

library, the office of a county treasurer, a probate court or

court of common pleas, the office of the secretary of state, or

the office of a board of elections no later than the thirtieth
day preceding a primary, special, or general election for the
person to qualify as an elector eligible to vote at that
election. An otherwise valid registration application received
after that day entitles the elector to vote at all subsequent

elections.

(4) Any state or local office of a designated agency, the
office of the registrar or any deputy registrar of motor
vehicles, a public high school or vocational school, a public

library, a probate court or court of common pleas, or the office

of a county treasurer shall date stamp a registration

application or change of name—e*, change of address, or change

of political party affiliation form it receives using a date

Page 211

6152

6153
6154
6155
6156
6157
6158
6159
6160
6161l

6162
6163
6164
6165
6166
6167
6168
6169
6170
6171
6172
6173
6174

6175
6176
6177
6178
6179
6180
6181



H. B. No. 296
As Introduced

stamp that does not disclose the identity of the state or local

office that receives the registration.

(5) Voter registration applications, if otherwise wvalid,
that are returned by mail to the office of the secretary of
state or to the office of a board of elections must be
postmarked no later than the thirtieth day preceding a primary,
special, or general election in order for the person to qualify
as an elector eligible to vote at that election. If an otherwise
valid voter registration application that is returned by mail
does not bear a postmark or a legible postmark, the registration
shall be valid for that election if received by the office of
the secretary of state or the office of a board of elections no
later than twenty-five days preceding any special, primary, or

general election.

(B) (1) Any person may apply in person, by telephone, by
mail, or through another person for voter registration forms to
the office of the secretary of state or the office of a board of
elections. An individual who is eligible to vote as a uniformed
services voter or an overseas voter in accordance with 42—H-5-c—

3073££f—-6—-the Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act

also may apply for voter registration forms by electronic means
to the office of the secretary of state or to the board of
elections of the county in which the person's voting residence

is located pursuant to section 3503.191 of the Revised Code.
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to—veote—as—aunifeormed serviees—voteror—an Frerseas—voter—ia 6212
aFecordanece—wirth—42—U-S5—c—31 93 f—6—also—may—returpn—the 6213
appticantls—ecompleted veoter registration formetectronteally—te 6214
6215

6216

6217

6218

6219

6220

£ +the—seecretary—of states 6221
e r—A—persop—who—receirves—compensation—for—~registering—a 6222
oter—shatt—returaany registrationformentrusted—to—that 6223
perseon—by anr—applicant—toany boardof eleections—or—+to—the 6224
office—of—the—seecretary—of—State- 6225
> If a board of elections or the office of the secretary 6226

of state receives a registration form under—disvisieon—(Br{2rtor— 6227
r—ey—eof—this——section—before the thirtieth day before an 6228
election, the board or the office of the secretary of state, as 6229
applicable, shall forward the registration to the board of 6230
elections of the county in which the applicant is seeking to 6231
register to vote within £em—eight days after receiving the 6232
application. If a board of elections or the office of the 6233
secretary of state receives a registration form uwader—divisieon 6234
(B2t )r—oer—fe)reof+this—seetien—on or after the thirtieth day 6235
before an election, the board or the office of the secretary of 6236
state, as applicable, shall forward the registration to the 6237
board of elections of the county in which the applicant is 6238
seeking to register to vote within thirty days after that 6239
election. 6240

(C) (1) (a) A board of elections that receives a voter 6241
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registration—apptieatien, change of address, change of name, or 6242
change of political party affiliation form and is satisfied as 6243
to the truth of the statements made in the registratior—form 6244
shall register the appliearmt—person or update the person's 6245
registration, as applicable, not later than twenty business days 6246
after receiving the application, unless that application is 6247
received during the thirty days immediately preceding the day of 6248
an election. The board shall promptly setify—send the appticant— 6249
tr—writing—-eofeaeh—-elector an acknowledgment notice that 6250
includes all of the following: 6251

42— (i) The—appticantls—registratien fact that the elector 6252
has been registered to vote or had the elector's registration 6253
updated, as applicable; 6254

r—(ii) The political party, if any, with which the 6255
elector is registered as affiliated; 6256

(iii) The precinct in which the—eapptiecapt—is—to—vote 6257
elector resides; 6258

+e3—(iv) In bold type as follows: 6259

"Voters must brimg—provide identification fe—the—poiis 6260
when voting in person in order to verify identity. 6261
Identification may include a current and valid photo 6262
identification, a military identification, or a copy of a 6263
current utility bill, bank statement, government check, 6264
paycheck, or other government document, other than this 6265
notification, that shows the voter's name and current address. 6266
Voters who do not have or cannot provide one of these documents 6267
will still be able to vote in person by casting a provisional 6268
ballot_or to vote by mail.—Veters—whe—dorneot—haveanyof—+h 6269
abeove—forms—of identification;—dnetludinga seeial Seenrity 6270
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(v) TIf the elector had the elector's registration updated

under section 3503.111 of the Revised Code, the process to

decline the update or to submit corrected registration

information by signing and returning the notice to the secretary

of state or the board of elections and a statement that if the

elector declines to have the elector's registration updated,

that fact will remain confidential and will only be used for

voter registration purposes.

(b) The metifieatiem—acknowledgment notice shall be sent

by nonforwardable mail. If the mail is returned to the board, it

shall investigate and cause the metifieatiem—acknowledgment

notice to be delivered to the correct address.

(c) If the board of elections receives a voter

registration, change of address, change of name, or change of

political party affiliation form that is incomplete, the board

shall send the person an acknowledgment notice informing the

person of the information necessary to complete or update the

person's registration.

(2) If, after investigating as required under division (C)
(1) (b) of this section, the board is unable to verify the
woterls—elector's correct address, it shall cause the seoterls—
elector's name in the official registration list and in the poll
list or signature pollbook to be marked to indicate that the
voterts—n

1+ 4+ 3
=L = TOTT

f+eatieon—eclector's acknowledgment notice was

returned to the board.

At the first election at which a—eter—an elector whose
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name has been so marked appears—offers to vote, the weoter—

elector shall be required to previde—identifieatien—te—the

eteection—officiats——and—+te—vote by provisional ballot under

section 3505.181 of the Revised Code. If the provisional ballot

is counted pursuant to diwisien—{RBy{3r—ef-section 3505.183 of

the Revised Code, the board shall correct that seterts—eclector's

registration, if needed, and shall remove the indication that

the weoter'ls neotifieatieon—-clector's acknowledgment notice was

returned from that seterls—elector's name on the official
registration list and on the poll list or signature pollbook. If

the provisional ballot is not counted pursuant to division (B)

(4) (a) (1) +—r—oor—+++ of section 3505.183 of the Revised Code,
the seterts—elector's registration shall be canceled. The board
shall notify the voter by United States mail of the

cancellation.

(3) If &—an acknowledgment notice ef—the—dispeosition—of

concerning an otherwise valid registration application is sent
by nonforwardable mail and is returned undelivered, the person

shall be registered as provided in division (C) (2) of this

section and sent a confirmation notice—by—ferwardablemaid. £
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