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A  B I L L

To enact section 5122.021 of the Revised Code 

regarding voluntary admission of mentally ill 

persons.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That section 5122.021 of the Revised Code be 

enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 5122.021.   (A) Except as provided in division (B) of   

this section, each public hospital shall designate at least five 

per cent of its inpatient capacity for persons who seek 

voluntary admission pursuant to section 5122.02 of the Revised 

Code. Capacity is considered designated for purposes of this 

section if it is either presently available for voluntary 

admission or can be made available within twenty-four hours of a 

person's request for voluntary admission.

A person admitted into the capacity designated pursuant to 

this section may receive the following, as determined 

appropriate by the hospital's chief clinical officer:

(1) Up to twenty-four hours of stabilization;
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(2) Up to seventy-two hours for observation, diagnosis, 

care, or treatment.

(B) Division (A) of this section does not apply if the 

public hospital is otherwise at capacity and critical patients 

are in need of care, such as during a public health emergency, 

mass casualty event, or other similar emergency. 

(C) The department of mental health and addiction services 

shall review the license of any public hospital alleged to have 

violated this section and shall require the hospital to submit a 

plan of correction to the department. After the plan of 

correction is submitted, the department shall determine whether 

to take further action under section 5119.33 of the Revised 

Code.
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