
(134th General Assembly)
(Substitute Senate Bill Number 162)

AN ACT

To  amend  sections  4503.10,  4503.12,  4505.101,  4505.103,  4505.104,  4513.601, 
4513.602, 4513.603, 4513.61, 4513.611, 5537.04, 5537.07, and 5537.16 and to 
enact sections 5537.041 and 5537.29 of the Revised Code to expand the authority 
of the Ohio Turnpike and Infrastructure Commission regarding evasion of tolls on 
the Ohio turnpike and disclosure of personal information, and to make changes to  
the title search conducted after  a tow and the mechanisms of notice sent to a 
towed vehicle's owner.

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Ohio:

SECTION 1.  That  sections  4503.10,  4503.12,  4505.101,  4505.103,  4505.104,  4513.601, 
4513.602, 4513.603, 4513.61, 4513.611, 5537.04, 5537.07, and 5537.16 be amended and sections 
5537.041 and 5537.29 of the Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 4503.10. (A) The owner of every snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, and all-purpose 
vehicle required to be registered under section 4519.02 of the Revised Code shall file an application 
for registration under section 4519.03 of the Revised Code. The owner of a motor vehicle, other than 
a snowmobile, off-highway motorcycle, or all-purpose vehicle, that is not designed and constructed 
by the manufacturer for operation on a street or highway may not register it under this chapter except  
upon certification of inspection pursuant to section 4513.02 of the Revised Code by the sheriff, or the  
chief  of  police  of  the  municipal  corporation  or  township,  with  jurisdiction  over  the  political  
subdivision in which the owner of the motor vehicle resides. Except as provided in section 4503.103  
of the Revised Code,  every owner of every other motor vehicle not previously described in this  
section and every person mentioned as owner in the last certificate of title of a motor vehicle that is  
operated or driven upon the public roads or highways shall cause to be filed each year, by mail or  
otherwise, in the office of the registrar of motor vehicles or a deputy registrar, a written or electronic 
application or a preprinted registration renewal notice issued under section 4503.102 of the Revised 
Code,  the  form of  which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  registrar,  for  registration  for  the  following 
registration year, which shall begin on the first day of January of every calendar year and end on the  
thirty-first day of December in the same year. Applications for registration and registration renewal 
notices shall be filed at the times established by the registrar pursuant to section 4503.101 of the 
Revised  Code.  A motor  vehicle  owner  also  may  elect  to  apply  for  or  renew  a  motor  vehicle 
registration by electronic means using electronic signature in accordance with rules adopted by the 
registrar. Except as provided in division (J) of this section, applications for registration shall be made 
on blanks furnished by the registrar for that purpose, containing the following information:

(1) A brief description of the motor vehicle to be registered, including the year, make, model,  
and vehicle  identification number,  and,  in  the  case of  commercial  cars,  the  gross  weight  of  the 
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vehicle fully equipped computed in the manner prescribed in section 4503.08 of the Revised Code;
(2)  The  name  and  residence  address  of  the  owner,  and  the  township  and  municipal 

corporation in which the owner resides;
(3) The district of registration, which shall be determined as follows:
(a) In case the motor vehicle to be registered is used for hire or principally in connection with 

any  established  business  or  branch  business,  conducted  at  a  particular  place,  the  district  of 
registration is  the  municipal  corporation in  which that  place  is  located or,  if  not  located in  any 
municipal corporation, the county and township in which that place is located.

(b) In case the vehicle is not so used, the district of registration is the municipal corporation  
or county in which the owner resides at the time of making the application.

(4) Whether the motor vehicle is a new or used motor vehicle;
(5) The date of purchase of the motor vehicle;
(6) Whether the fees required to be paid for the registration or transfer of the motor vehicle, 

during the preceding registration year and during the preceding period of the current registration year, 
have been paid. Each application for registration shall be signed by the owner, either manually or by 
electronic signature, or pursuant to obtaining a limited power of attorney authorized by the registrar 
for registration, or other document authorizing such signature. If the owner elects to apply for or  
renew the  motor  vehicle  registration with  the registrar  by  electronic means,  the  owner's  manual 
signature is not required.

(7)  The  owner's  social  security  number,  driver's  license  number,  or  state  identification 
number, or, where a motor vehicle to be registered is used for hire or principally in connection with  
any established business, the owner's federal taxpayer identification number. The bureau of motor 
vehicles shall retain in its records all social security numbers provided under this section, but the 
bureau shall not place social security numbers on motor vehicle certificates of registration.

(B) Except as otherwise provided in this division, each time an applicant first registers a 
motor vehicle in the applicant's name, the applicant shall present for inspection a physical certificate 
of title or memorandum certificate showing title to the motor vehicle to be registered in the name of  
the applicant if a physical certificate of title or memorandum certificate has been issued by a clerk of  
a court of common pleas. If, under sections 4505.021, 4505.06, and 4505.08 of the Revised Code, a  
clerk  instead  has  issued  an  electronic  certificate  of  title  for  the  applicant's  motor  vehicle,  that  
certificate may be presented for inspection at the time of first registration in a manner prescribed by 
rules  adopted by the registrar.  An applicant  is  not  required to  present a  certificate of  title  to  an 
electronic motor vehicle dealer acting as a limited authority deputy registrar in accordance with rules  
adopted by the registrar.  When a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program is in effect 
under  section  3704.14  of  the  Revised  Code  and  rules  adopted  under  it,  each  application  for 
registration  for  a  vehicle  required  to  be  inspected  under  that  section  and  those  rules  shall  be 
accompanied by an inspection certificate for the motor vehicle issued in accordance with that section.  
The application shall be refused if any of the following applies:

(1) The application is not in proper form.
(2) The application is prohibited from being accepted by division (D) of section 2935.27, 

division (A) of section 2937.221, division (A) of section 4503.13, division (B) of section 4510.22, or 
division (B)(1) of section 4521.10, or division (B) of section 5537.041 of the Revised Code.
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(3)  A certificate  of  title  or  memorandum  certificate  of  title  is  required  but  does  not 
accompany the application or, in the case of an electronic certificate of title, is required but is not  
presented in a manner prescribed by the registrar's rules.

(4) All  registration and transfer fees for the motor vehicle,  for the preceding year or the 
preceding period of the current registration year, have not been paid.

(5) The owner or lessee does not have an inspection certificate for the motor vehicle as  
provided  in  section  3704.14  of  the  Revised Code,  and rules  adopted  under  it,  if  that  section  is 
applicable.

This section does not require the payment of license or registration taxes on a motor vehicle  
for any preceding year, or for any preceding period of a year, if the motor vehicle was not taxable for 
that preceding year or period under sections 4503.02, 4503.04, 4503.11, 4503.12, and 4503.16 or  
Chapter  4504.  of  the  Revised  Code.  When  a  certificate  of  registration  is  issued  upon  the  first  
registration of a motor vehicle by or on behalf of the owner, the official issuing the certificate shall  
indicate the issuance with a stamp on the certificate of title or memorandum certificate or, in the case 
of an electronic certificate of title, an electronic stamp or other notation as specified in rules adopted 
by the registrar, and with a stamp on the inspection certificate for the motor vehicle, if any. The 
official also shall indicate, by a stamp or by other means the registrar prescribes, on the registration  
certificate issued upon the first registration of a motor vehicle by or on behalf of the owner the 
odometer reading of the motor vehicle as shown in the odometer statement included in or attached to  
the certificate of title. Upon each subsequent registration of the motor vehicle by or on behalf of the 
same owner, the official also shall so indicate the odometer reading of the motor vehicle as shown on  
the immediately preceding certificate of registration.

The registrar shall include in the permanent registration record of any vehicle required to be 
inspected under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code the inspection certificate number from the 
inspection certificate that is presented at the time of registration of the vehicle as required under this  
division.

(C)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (C)(1) of this section, the registrar and each 
deputy registrar shall collect an additional fee of eleven dollars for each application for registration 
and  registration  renewal  received.  For  vehicles  specified  in  divisions  (A)(1)  to  (21)  of  section  
4503.042 of the Revised Code, the registrar and deputy registrar shall collect  an additional fee of 
thirty dollars for each application for registration and registration renewal received. No additional fee 
shall be charged for vehicles registered under section 4503.65 of the Revised Code. The additional  
fee  is  for  the  purpose  of  defraying  the  department  of  public  safety's  costs  associated  with  the 
administration and enforcement of the motor vehicle and traffic laws of Ohio. Each deputy registrar  
shall transmit the fees collected under divisions (C)(1), (3), and (4) of this section in the time and 
manner provided in this section. The registrar shall deposit all moneys received under division (C)(1) 
of this section into the public safety - highway purposes fund established in section 4501.06 of the 
Revised Code.

(2) In addition, a charge of twenty-five cents  shall  be made for each reflectorized safety 
license  plate  issued,  and  a  single  charge  of  twenty-five  cents  shall  be  made  for  each  county  
identification sticker or each set of county identification stickers issued, as the case may be, to cover 
the  cost  of  producing  the  license  plates  and  stickers,  including  material,  manufacturing,  and 
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administrative costs. Those fees shall be in addition to the license tax. If the total cost of producing  
the plates is less than twenty-five cents per plate, or if the total cost of producing the stickers is less 
than twenty-five cents per sticker or per set issued, any excess moneys accruing from the fees shall  
be  distributed in  the same manner as  provided by section 4501.04 of the  Revised Code for  the  
distribution of license tax moneys. If the total cost of producing the plates exceeds twenty-five cents  
per plate, or if the total cost of producing the stickers exceeds twenty-five cents per sticker or per set  
issued, the difference shall be paid from the license tax moneys collected pursuant to section 4503.02 
of the Revised Code.

(3) The registrar and each deputy registrar shall  collect an additional fee of two hundred 
dollars for each application for registration or registration renewal received for any plug-in electric 
motor vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of months for which the plug-in electric 
motor vehicle is registered. The registrar shall transmit all money arising from the fee imposed by 
division (C)(3) of this section to the treasurer of state for distribution in accordance with division (E)  
of section 5735.051 of the Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05 of the Revised  
Code.

(4) The registrar  and each deputy registrar  shall  collect an additional fee of one hundred 
dollars for each application for registration or registration renewal received for any hybrid motor 
vehicle. The fee shall be prorated based on the number of months for which the hybrid motor vehicle  
is registered. The registrar shall transmit all money arising from the fee imposed by division (C)(4) of  
this  section  to  the  treasurer  of  state  for  distribution  in  accordance  with  division  (E)  of  section 
5735.051 of the Revised Code, subject to division (D) of section 5735.05 of the Revised Code.

The fees established under divisions (C)(3) and (4) of this section shall not be imposed until  
January 1, 2020.

(D) Each deputy registrar shall be allowed a fee equal to the amount established under section 
4503.038 of the Revised Code for each application for registration and registration renewal notice the 
deputy registrar receives, which shall be for the purpose of compensating the deputy registrar for the  
deputy registrar's services, and such office and rental expenses, as may be necessary for the proper 
discharge of the deputy registrar's duties in the receiving of applications and renewal notices and the 
issuing of registrations.

(E) Upon the certification of the registrar, the county sheriff or local police officials shall 
recover license plates erroneously or fraudulently issued.

(F)  Each deputy  registrar,  upon receipt  of  any  application  for  registration  or  registration 
renewal notice, together with the license fee and any local motor vehicle license tax levied pursuant  
to Chapter 4504. of the Revised Code, shall transmit that fee and tax, if any, in the manner provided 
in this section, together with the original and duplicate copy of the application, to the registrar. The 
registrar, subject to the approval of the director of public safety, may deposit the funds collected by  
those deputies in a local bank or depository to the credit  of the "state of Ohio, bureau of motor  
vehicles."  Where  a  local  bank  or  depository  has  been  designated  by  the  registrar,  each  deputy 
registrar shall deposit all moneys collected by the deputy registrar into that bank or depository not 
more  than  one business  day  after  their  collection  and shall  make reports  to  the  registrar  of  the  
amounts so deposited, together with any other information, some of which may be prescribed by the  
treasurer of state, as the registrar may require and as prescribed by the registrar by rule. The registrar, 
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within three days after receipt of notification of the deposit of funds by a deputy registrar in a local 
bank or depository, shall draw on that account in favor of the treasurer of state. The registrar, subject 
to the approval of the director and the treasurer of state, may make reasonable rules necessary for the  
prompt transmittal of fees and for safeguarding the interests of the state and of counties, townships,  
municipal corporations, and transportation improvement districts levying local motor vehicle license 
taxes. The registrar may pay service charges usually  collected by banks and depositories for such 
service. If deputy registrars are located in communities where banking facilities are not available, 
they shall transmit the fees forthwith, by money order or otherwise, as the registrar, by rule approved 
by  the  director  and  the  treasurer  of  state,  may  prescribe.  The  registrar  may  pay  the  usual  and 
customary fees for such service.

(G) This section does not prevent any person from making an application for a motor vehicle 
license directly to the registrar by mail, by electronic means, or in person at any of the registrar's  
offices, upon payment of a service fee equal to the amount established under section 4503.038 of the  
Revised Code for each application.

(H) No person shall make a false statement as to the district of registration in an application 
required  by  division  (A)  of  this  section.  Violation  of  this  division  is  falsification  under  section  
2921.13 of the Revised Code and punishable as specified in that section.

(I)(1)  Where  applicable,  the  requirements  of  division  (B)  of  this  section  relating  to  the  
presentation of an inspection certificate issued under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code and rules 
adopted under it for a motor vehicle,  the refusal of a license for failure to present an inspection  
certificate,  and the stamping of the inspection certificate by the official issuing the certificate of 
registration apply to  the registration of and issuance of license plates  for a motor vehicle under  
sections  4503.102,  4503.12,  4503.14,  4503.15,  4503.16,  4503.171,  4503.172,  4503.19,  4503.40, 
4503.41, 4503.42, 4503.43, 4503.44, 4503.46, 4503.47, and 4503.51 of the Revised Code.

(2)(a) The registrar shall adopt rules ensuring that each owner registering a motor vehicle in a 
county where a motor vehicle inspection and maintenance program is in effect under section 3704.14 
of  the  Revised  Code  and  rules  adopted  under  it  receives  information  about  the  requirements 
established  in  that  section  and  those  rules  and  about  the  need  in  those  counties  to  present  an 
inspection certificate with an application for registration or preregistration.

(b) Upon request, the registrar shall provide the director of environmental protection, or any 
person that has been awarded a contract  under section 3704.14 of the Revised Code,  an on-line 
computer data link to registration information for all passenger cars, noncommercial motor vehicles,  
and commercial cars that are subject to that section. The registrar also shall provide to the director of  
environmental  protection  a  magnetic  data  tape  containing  registration  information  regarding 
passenger  cars,  noncommercial  motor  vehicles,  and  commercial  cars  for  which  a  multi-year 
registration  is  in  effect  under  section  4503.103  of  the  Revised  Code  or  rules  adopted  under  it,  
including,  without  limitation,  the  date  of  issuance of  the  multi-year  registration,  the  registration 
deadline  established  under  rules  adopted  under  section  4503.101  of  the  Revised  Code  that  was 
applicable in the year in which the multi-year registration was issued, and the registration deadline 
for renewal of the multi-year registration.

(J) Subject to division (K) of this section, application for registration under the international 
registration plan, as set forth in sections 4503.60 to 4503.66 of the Revised Code, shall be made to 
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the registrar on forms furnished by the registrar. In accordance with international registration plan 
guidelines and pursuant to rules adopted by the registrar, the forms shall include the following:

(1) A uniform mileage schedule;
(2)  The  gross  vehicle  weight  of  the  vehicle  or  combined  gross  vehicle  weight  of  the 

combination vehicle as declared by the registrant;
(3) Any other information the registrar requires by rule.
(K) The registrar shall determine the feasibility of implementing an electronic commercial 

fleet  licensing  and  management  program  that  will  enable  the  owners  of  commercial  tractors, 
commercial trailers, and commercial semitrailers to conduct electronic transactions by July 1, 2010,  
or sooner. If the registrar determines that implementing such a program is feasible, the registrar shall 
adopt new rules under this division or amend existing rules adopted under this division as necessary 
in order to respond to advances in technology.

If  international  registration  plan  guidelines  and provisions  allow member  jurisdictions  to 
permit  applications  for  registrations  under  the  international  registration  plan  to  be  made  via  the 
internet, the rules the registrar adopts under this division shall permit such action.

Sec. 4503.12. (A) Upon the transfer of ownership of a motor vehicle, the registration of the 
motor vehicle expires, and the original owner immediately shall remove the license plates from the  
motor vehicle, except that:

(1) If a statutory merger or consolidation results  in the transfer of ownership of a motor 
vehicle  from a  constituent  corporation  to  the  surviving corporation,  or  if  the  incorporation  of  a  
proprietorship  or  partnership  results  in  the  transfer  of  ownership  of  a  motor  vehicle  from  the 
proprietorship or partnership to the corporation, the registration shall be continued upon the filing by 
the  surviving  or  new corporation,  within  thirty  days  of  such  transfer,  of  an  application  for  an 
amended certificate of registration. Upon a proper filing, the registrar of motor vehicles shall issue an 
amended certificate of registration in the name of the new owner.

(2) If the death of the owner of a motor vehicle results in the transfer of ownership of the 
motor vehicle to the surviving spouse of the owner or if a motor vehicle is owned by two persons 
under joint ownership with right of survivorship established under section 2131.12 of the Revised 
Code and one of those persons dies, the registration shall be continued upon the filing by the survivor  
of an application for an amended certificate of registration. In relation to a motor vehicle that is  
owned by two persons under joint ownership with right of survivorship established under section 
2131.12 of the Revised Code, the application shall be accompanied by a copy of the certificate of  
title that specifies that the vehicle is owned under joint ownership with right of survivorship. Upon a  
proper  filing,  the  registrar  shall  issue  an  amended certificate  of  registration  in  the  name of  the 
survivor.

(3) If the death of the owner of a motor vehicle results in the transfer of ownership of the 
motor vehicle to a transfer-on-death beneficiary or beneficiaries designated under section 2131.13 of 
the  Revised  Code,  the  registration  shall  be  continued  upon  the  filing  by  the  transfer-on-death 
beneficiary  or  beneficiaries  of  an  application  for  an  amended  certificate  of  registration.  The 
application shall be accompanied by a copy of the certificate of title that specifies that the owner of 
the motor vehicle has designated the motor vehicle in beneficiary form under section 2131.13 of the 
Revised Code. Upon a proper filing, the registrar shall issue an amended certificate of registration in 
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the name of the transfer-on-death beneficiary or beneficiaries.
(4) If the original owner of a motor vehicle that has been transferred makes application for 

the registration of another motor vehicle at any time during the remainder of the registration period  
for which the transferred motor vehicle was registered, the owner may file an application for transfer 
of the registration and,  where applicable,  the license plates.  The transfer of the registration and, 
where applicable, the license plates from the motor vehicle for which they originally were issued to a  
succeeding motor vehicle purchased by the same person in whose name the original registration and 
license plates were issued shall be done within a period not to exceed thirty days. During that thirty-
day period, the license plates from the motor vehicle for which they originally were issued may be 
displayed on the succeeding motor vehicle, and the succeeding motor vehicle may be operated on the 
public roads and highways in this state.

At the time of application for transfer, the registrar shall compute and collect the amount of  
tax  due on  the  succeeding  motor  vehicle,  based upon the  amount that  would  be  due on  a  new 
registration as of the date on which the transfer is made less a credit for the unused portion of the 
original registration beginning on that date. If the credit exceeds the amount of tax due on the new 
registration, no refund shall be made. In computing the amount of tax due and credits to be allowed 
under this division, the provisions of division (B)(1)(a) and (b) of section 4503.11 of the Revised  
Code shall  apply. As to passenger cars,  noncommercial vehicles,  motor homes, and motorcycles, 
transfers within or between these classes of motor vehicles only shall be allowed. If the succeeding 
motor vehicle is of a different class than the motor vehicle for which the registration originally was 
issued, new license plates also shall be issued upon the surrender of the license plates originally  
issued and payment of the fees provided in divisions (C) and (D) of section 4503.10 of the Revised  
Code.

(5) The owner of a commercial car having a gross vehicle weight or combined gross vehicle 
weight of more than ten thousand pounds may transfer the registration of that commercial car to 
another commercial car the owner owns without transferring ownership of the first commercial car.  
At any time during the remainder of the registration period for which the first commercial car was 
registered, the owner may file an application for the transfer of the registration and, where applicable, 
the license plates,  accompanied by the certificate of registration of the first commercial car. The  
amount of any tax due or credit to be allowed for a transfer of registration under this division shall be  
computed in accordance with division (A)(4) of this section.

No commercial car to which a registration is transferred under this division shall be operated  
on  a public  road or  highway in this  state  until  after  the  transfer  of  registration  is  completed in  
accordance with this division.

(6) Upon application to the registrar or a deputy registrar, a person who owns or leases a  
motor vehicle may transfer special license plates assigned to that vehicle to any other vehicle that the 
person  owns  or  leases  or  that  is  owned  or  leased  by  the  person's  spouse.  As  appropriate,  the 
application also shall be accompanied by a power of attorney for the registration of a leased vehicle  
and a written statement releasing the special plates to the applicant. Upon a proper filing, the registrar 
or deputy registrar shall assign the special license plates to the motor vehicle owned or leased by the  
applicant and issue a new certificate of registration for that motor vehicle.

(7) If a corporation transfers the ownership of a motor vehicle to an affiliated corporation, the  
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affiliated corporation may apply to the registrar for the transfer of the registration and any license 
plates. The registrar may require the applicant to submit documentation of the corporate relationship 
and shall determine whether the application for registration transfer is made in good faith and not for  
the purposes of circumventing the provisions of this chapter. Upon a proper filing, the registrar shall  
issue an amended certificate of registration in the name of the new owner.

(B) An application under division (A) of this section shall be accompanied by a service fee  
equal to the amount established under section 4503.038 of the Revised Code, a transfer fee of one 
dollar, and the original certificate of registration, if applicable.

(C) Neither the registrar nor a deputy registrar shall transfer a registration under division (A) 
of this section if the registration is prohibited by division (D) of section 2935.27, division (A) of  
section 2937.221, division (A) of section 4503.13, division (D) of section 4503.234, division (B) of 
section 4510.22,  or  division (B)(1) of section 4521.10, or division (B) of section 5537.041 of the 
Revised Code.

(D) Whoever violates division (A) of this section is guilty of a misdemeanor of the fourth  
degree.

(E) As used in division (A)(6) of this section, "special  license plates" means either of the 
following:

(1) Any license plates for which the person to whom the license plates are issued must pay an 
additional fee in excess of the fees prescribed in section 4503.04 of the Revised Code, Chapter 4504. 
of the Revised Code, and the service fee prescribed in division (D) or (G) of section 4503.10 of the 
Revised Code;

(2) License plates issued under section 4503.44 of the Revised Code.
Sec. 4505.101. (A)(1) Any repair garage or place of storage in which a motor vehicle with a 

value of less than three thousand five hundred dollars has been left unclaimed for fifteen days or 
more  following completion  of  the  requested  repair  or  the  agreed  term of  storage  shall  send  by 
certified mail, return receipt requested,a notice to remove the motor vehicle to the last known address 
of any owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle a notice to remove the motor vehicle.  The 
repair garage or place of storage shall send the notice by certified or express mail with return receipt 
requested, by certified mail with electronic tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any 
form of delivery requiring a signed receipt.  In order to identify any owner or lienholder, prior to 
sending a notice, the repair garage or place of storage shall cause a search to be made of the records 
of the bureau of motor vehiclesan applicable entity listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the 
Revised Code. Any notice to a lienholder shall state where the motor vehicle is located and the value 
of the vehicle. If the person who requested the repair or who agreed to the storage of the motor  
vehicle is not the owner or a lienholder of the motor vehicle as indicated in the title  records of the 
bureau, the repair garage or place of storage also shall notify the sheriff of the county or the police  
department of the municipal corporation, township, port authority, or township or joint police district 
in which the repair garage or place of storage is located that the repair garage or place of storage is in  
possession of the vehicle.

(2) The repair garage or place of storage may obtain a certificate of title to the motor vehicle  
if all of the following apply:

(a) The motor vehicle remains unclaimed by any owner or lienholder of the vehicle for fifteen 
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days after the mailing sending of all the required noticesnotice.
(b) For  each the notice, the repair garage or place of storage has either received the signed 

receipt  from the certified mail  or has been notified that the delivery was not possible. Unless the 
lienholder claims the motor vehicle within fifteen days from the  mailing sending of the notice, the 
lienholder's lien is invalid.

(c) An agent of the repair garage or place of storage that mailed sent the notice executes an 
affidavit, in a form established by the registrar of motor vehicles by rule, affirming that all of the  
requirements of this section necessary to authorize the issuance of a certificate of title for the motor  
vehicle have been met. The affidavit shall set forth an itemized statement of the value of the motor  
vehicle; the length of time that the motor vehicle has remained unclaimed; that a notice to remove the 
vehicle  has  been  mailed  sent  to  any titled  owner  or  lienholder  by  certified  mail,  return  receipt 
requestedin a manner authorized by division (A)(1) of this section; and that a search of  the  title 
records  of the bureau of  motor vehicles  has been made in accordance with division (A)(1) of this 
section.

(B)  A towing service  or  storage  facility  that  is  in  possession  of  a  vehicle  may obtain  a 
certificate of title to the vehicle as provided in division (C) of this section if all of the following  
apply:

(1) The vehicle was towed under division (B) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code.
(2) The vehicle has a value of less than three thousand five hundred dollars.
(3)  The vehicle  has  been  left  unclaimed for  sixty  days  after  the  date  the  earliest  notice  

required by division (F)(1) (F) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code is received, as evidenced by 
a receipt signed by any person, or the towing service or storage facility has been notified that the  
delivery was not possible.

(4)  An  agent  of  the  towing  service  or  storage  facility  executes  an  affidavit,  in  a  form 
established by the registrar of motor vehicles by rule, affirming that all of the requirements of this 
section necessary to authorize the issuance of a certificate of title for the motor vehicle have been  
met. The affidavit shall set forth an itemized statement of the value of the motor vehicle; that notices  
to remove the vehicle have been  mailed  sent  to the owner and any lienholder as required under 
division (F) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code; the length of time that the motor vehicle has 
remained unclaimed after the date the earliest notice required under division (F) of section 4513.601 
of the Revised Code was received or the towing service or storage facility was notified that delivery 
was not possible; and that a search of the records of the bureau of motor vehicles applicable entity 
has been made for outstanding liens on the motor vehicle.

(C)(1) The clerk of courts shall  issue a certificate of title,  free and clear of all liens and  
encumbrances as follows:

(a) To a repair garage or place of storage that presents an affidavit that complies with all of 
the requirements of division (A) of this section;

(b)  To a  towing service  or  storage  facility  that  presents  an  affidavit  in  compliance with 
division (B) of this section.

(2) A repair garage or place of storage may use the process established under division (A) of 
this section in order to take title to a motor vehicle even if the person who requested the repair or who 
agreed to the storage of the motor vehicle is not the owner or a lienholder of the motor vehicle  as 
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indicated in the title records of the bureau of motor vehicles.
(3) Upon receipt of the certificate of title, a repair garage or place of storage, or a towing  

service or storage facility, shall pay to the clerk of courts the value of the motor vehicle minus both of 
the following:

(a) If the motor vehicle was towed by the party seeking title to the motor vehicle under this  
section, a towing fee;

(b) Storage fees for the period of time the vehicle was stored without payment.
The clerk of  courts  shall  deposit  any  money received under this  section  into the  county 

general fund.
(D)  Whoever  violates  this  section  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  two  hundred  dollars, 

imprisoned not more than ninety days, or both.
(E) As used in this section:
(1) "Repair garage or place of storage" means any business with which a person entered into 

an agreement for the repair of a motor vehicle or any business with which a person entered into an  
agreement for the storage of a motor vehicle.

(2) "Towing service or storage facility" means any for-hire motor  carrier  that  removes a 
motor vehicle under the authority of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code and any place to which  
such a for-hire motor carrier delivers a motor vehicle towed under that section.

(3) "Value" means the wholesale value for that make and model of motor vehicle at the time 
an affidavit is submitted under division (C) of this section, as provided in a vehicle valuation guide  
that is generally available and recognized by the motor vehicle industry, minus both of the following:

(a) The estimated cost of repairs to restore the motor vehicle to the wholesale value for that 
make and model of motor vehicle;

(b) The cost of any agreed-upon repairs.
Sec. 4505.103. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Authorized entity" means any business with which a person entered into an agreement 

for the repair of a motor vehicle, any for-hire motor carrier that tows motor vehicles, or any place to  
which such a for-hire motor carrier delivers a towed motor vehicle for storage.

(2)  "Motor  vehicle  salvage  dealer"  has  the  same  meaning  as  in  section  4738.01  of  the  
Revised Code.

(3) "Scrap metal  processing facility"  has the same meaning as  in  section 4737.05 of the 
Revised Code.

(4) "Value" means the wholesale value for that make and model of motor vehicle at the time 
an affidavit is submitted under this section, as provided in a vehicle valuation guide that is generally 
available and recognized by the motor vehicle industry, minus all of the following:

(a) The estimated cost of repairs to restore the motor vehicle to the wholesale value for that 
make and model of motor vehicle;

(b) If the motor vehicle was towed by the party seeking title to the motor vehicle under this 
section, a towing fee;

(c) Storage fees for the period of time that the vehicle was stored without payment, up to a 
maximum of thirty days of storage fees.

(B)(1) An authorized entity may obtain a salvage certificate of title to a motor vehicle in the  
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possession of the authorized entity for purposes of disposing of the motor vehicle through a motor  
vehicle salvage dealer or a scrap metal processing facility if all of the following apply to the motor  
vehicle:

(a) The motor vehicle has a value of less than one thousand five hundred dollars.
(b) The motor vehicle is inoperable.
(c) The motor vehicle is impossible to restore for highway operation.
(2) In order to obtain a salvage certificate of title to a motor vehicle, the authorized entity 

shall cause a search to be made of the records of the bureau of motor vehicles an applicable entity 
listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code  to ascertain the identity of the 
owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle. The registrar of motor vehicles shall ensure that such 
information is provided in a timely manner.  Within eight business days after  the registrar provides 
receiving  the identity of the owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle, if the vehicle remains 
unclaimed, the authorized entity shall send written notice to any owner and any lienholder of the 
vehicle by certified or express mail with return receipt requested, by certified mail with electronic 
tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any form of delivery requiring a signed receipt. 
If the motor vehicle came into the possession of a towing service or storage facility as a result of 
being towed, the notice shall include notice that if the owner disputes that the motor vehicle was 
lawfully towed, the owner may be able to file a civil action under section 4513.611 of the Revised 
Code.

(3) Not sooner than thirty days after the notice has been received, as evidenced by a receipt 
signed by any person, or the authorized entity has been notified that the delivery was not possible, an 
agent of the  authorized entity  may complete and sign an affidavit,  on a form prescribed by the 
registrar of motor vehicles, attesting that the motor vehicle qualifies for disposal under this section  
and that all of the requirements of this section have been complied with. The affidavit shall include 
the make and model of the motor vehicle; the vehicle identification number if available; an itemized  
statement of the value of the motor vehicle; a description of the damage to the motor vehicle; the  
length of time that the motor vehicle has remained unclaimed; that a notice to remove the motor 
vehicle has been mailed sent to any titled owner or lienholder by certified or express mail with return 
receipt  requested,  by  certified  mail  with  electronic  tracking, or  by  a  commercial  carrier  service 
utilizing any form of delivery requiring a signed receipt; and that a search of the title records of the 
bureau of motor vehicles has been made for outstanding liens on the motor vehicle. The authorized 
entity also shall photograph the motor vehicle to substantiate the determination that the value of the 
motor vehicle is less than one thousand five hundred dollars.

(C) An agent of the authorized entity may present the affidavit along with the photographs, an  
application for a salvage certificate of title, and a fee of four dollars to the clerk of courts. Upon 
receipt of a properly executed application and the required fee and documents, the clerk of courts 
shall issue a salvage certificate of title to the motor vehicle, on a form prescribed by the registrar, and  
shall mark the certificate of title with the words "FOR DESTRUCTION." The clerk shall retain a 
record of the issuance of the salvage certificate of title and all accompanying documentation in the 
automated title processing system for not less than ten years. The clerk shall deposit the four-dollar  
fee into the certificate of title administration fund established under section 325.33 of the Revised  
Code.
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A salvage certificate of title issued under this section is free and clear of all liens and shall be  
used solely for purposes of disposing of the vehicle through a motor vehicle salvage dealer or a scrap  
metal processing facility. No motor vehicle for which a certificate of title has been issued under this  
section shall be used for anything except parts and scrap metal.

(D) At the time of disposal, the authorized entity shall deliver the salvage certificate of title to  
the motor vehicle salvage dealer or scrap metal processing facility for its records. Any money arising 
from the disposal of the motor vehicle may be retained by the authorized entity.

Sec.  4505.104.  (A) A towing service  or  storage facility  that  is  in  possession of  a  motor 
vehicle may obtain a certificate of title to the vehicle as provided in division (B) of this section if all  
of the following apply: 

(1) The motor vehicle was towed or stored pursuant to section 4513.60, 4513.61, or 4513.66 
of the Revised Code. 

(2) A search was made of the records of  the bureau of motor vehicles  an applicable entity 
listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code  to ascertain the identity of the 
owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle. 

(3) Upon obtaining the identity in division (A)(2) of this section, notice was sent to the last  
known address of the owner and any lienholder,  by certified or express mail with return receipt  
requested, by certified mail with electronic tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any 
form of delivery requiring a signed receipt. The notice shall inform the owner and lienholder that the  
towing service or storage facility will obtain title to the motor vehicle if not claimed within sixty days 
after the date the notice was received. 

(4) The motor vehicle has been left unclaimed for sixty days after one of the following: 
(a) The date the notice sent under division (A)(3) of this section was received, as evidenced 

by a receipt signed by any person; 
(b) The date the towing service or storage facility received notification that the delivery of the 

notice sent under division (A)(3) of this section was not possible. 
(5)  A sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or  state  highway patrol  trooper,  as  applicable,  has  made a 

determination that the vehicle or items in the vehicle are not necessary to a criminal investigation. 
(6)  An  agent  of  the  towing  service  or  storage  facility  executes  an  affidavit,  in  a  form 

established by the registrar of motor vehicles not later than ninety days after the effective date of this 
section  September 30, 2021, affirming that conditions in divisions (A)(1) to (5) of this section are 
met. 

(B)  The  clerk  of  court  shall  issue  a  certificate  of  title,  free  and  clear  of  all  liens  and  
encumbrances, to the towing service or storage facility that presents an affidavit that affirms that the 
conditions in divisions (A)(1) to (5) of this section are met. 

(C) After obtaining title to a motor vehicle under this section, the towing service or storage 
facility shall retain any money arising from the disposal of the vehicle. 

(D) A towing service or storage facility that obtains title to a motor vehicle under this section 
shall notify the entity that ordered the motor vehicle into storage that the motor vehicle has been so  
disposed. The towing service or storage facility shall provide the notice on the last business day of  
the month in which the service or facility obtained title to the motor vehicle. 

(E) As used in this section, "towing service or storage facility" means any for-hire motor 
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carrier that removes a motor vehicle under the authority of section 4513.60, 4513.61, or 4513.66 of 
the Revised Code and any place to which such a for-hire motor carrier delivers a motor vehicle towed 
under those sections.

Sec. 4513.601. (A) The owner of a private property may establish a private tow-away zone, 
but may do so only if all of the following conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The owner of the private property posts on the property a sign, that is at least eighteen 
inches  by twenty-four  inches in  size,  that  is  visible  from all  entrances to  the  property,  and that 
includes all of the following information: 

(a) A statement that the property is a tow-away zone; 
(b) A description of persons authorized to park on the property. If the property is a residential 

property, the owner of the private property may include on the sign a statement that only tenants and 
guests may park in the private tow-away zone, subject to the terms of the property owner. If the 
property is  a commercial property,  the owner of the private property may include on the sign a  
statement  that  only  customers  may park in  the  private  tow-away zone.  In  all  cases,  if  it  is  not 
apparent which persons may park in the private tow-away zone, the owner of the private property 
shall include on the sign the address of the property on which the private tow-away zone is located or 
the name of the business that is located on the property designated as a private tow-away zone. 

(c) If the private tow-away zone is not enforceable at all times, the times during which the 
parking restrictions are enforced; 

(d) The telephone number and the address of the place from which a towed vehicle may be 
recovered at any time during the day or night; 

(e) A statement that the failure to recover a towed vehicle may result in the loss of title to the 
vehicle as provided in division (B) of section 4505.101 of the Revised Code. 

In order to comply with the requirements of division (A)(1) of this section, the owner of a 
private property may modify an existing sign by affixing to the existing sign stickers or an addendum 
in lieu of replacing the sign. 

(2) A towing service ensures that a vehicle towed under this section is taken to a location 
from which it may be recovered that complies with all of the following: 

(a) It is located within twenty-five linear miles of the location of the private tow-away zone,  
unless it is not practicable to take the vehicle to a place of storage within twenty-five linear miles. 

(b) It is well-lighted. 
(c) It is on or within a reasonable distance of a regularly scheduled route of one or more 

modes of public transportation, if any public transportation is available in the municipal corporation  
or township in which the private tow-away zone is located. 

(B)(1) If a vehicle is parked on private property that is established as a private tow-away zone 
in accordance with division (A) of this section, without the consent of the owner of the private  
property  or  in  violation of  any posted parking condition or  regulation,  the owner of  the  private 
property may cause the removal of the vehicle by a towing service. The towing service shall remove 
the vehicle in accordance with this section. The vehicle owner and the operator of the vehicle are  
considered to  have consented  to  the  removal  and storage of  the  vehicle,  to  the  payment of  the 
applicable fees established by the public utilities commission in rules adopted under section 4921.25 
of the Revised Code, and to the right of a towing service to obtain title to the vehicle if it remains  
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unclaimed as provided in section 4505.101 of the Revised Code. The owner or lienholder of a vehicle 
that has been removed under this section, subject to division (C) of this section, may recover the  
vehicle in accordance with division (G) of this section. 

(2) If a municipal corporation requires tow trucks and tow truck operators to be licensed, no 
owner of a private property located within the municipal corporation shall cause the removal and 
storage  of  any  vehicle  pursuant  to  division  (B)  of  this  section  by  an  unlicensed  tow  truck  or  
unlicensed tow truck operator. 

(3) No towing service shall remove a vehicle from a private tow-away zone except pursuant 
to a written contract for the removal of vehicles entered into with the owner of the private property 
on which the private tow-away zone is located. 

(C) If the owner or operator of a vehicle that is being removed under authority of division (B)  
of this section arrives after the vehicle has been prepared for removal, but prior to its actual removal 
from  the  property,  the  towing  service  shall  give  the  vehicle  owner  or  operator  oral  or  written 
notification at the time of such arrival that the vehicle owner or operator may pay a fee of not more 
than one-half of the fee for the removal of the vehicle established by the public utilities commission 
in rules adopted under section 4921.25 of the Revised Code in order to obtain release of the vehicle. 
That fee may be paid by use of a major credit card unless the towing service uses a mobile credit card  
processor and mobile service is not available at the time of the transaction. Upon payment of that fee,  
the towing service shall give the vehicle owner or operator a receipt showing both the full amount 
normally assessed and the actual  amount received and shall  release the vehicle to  the  owner or  
operator. Upon its release, the owner or operator immediately shall  move the vehicle so that the  
vehicle is not parked on the private property established as a private tow-away zone without the 
consent of the owner of the private property or  in  violation of  any posted parking condition or 
regulation. 

(D)(1) Prior to towing a vehicle under division (B) of this section, a towing service shall  
make all reasonable efforts to take as many photographs as necessary to evidence that the vehicle is 
clearly parked on private property in violation of a private tow-away zone established under division 
(A) of this section. 

The towing service shall record the time and date of the photographs taken under this section. 
The towing service shall retain the photographs and the record of the time and date, in electronic or  
printed form, for at least thirty days after the date on which the vehicle is recovered by the owner or  
lienholder or at least two years after the date on which the vehicle was towed, whichever is earlier. 

(2) A towing service shall deliver a vehicle towed under division (B) of this section to the  
location from which it may be recovered not more than two hours after the time it was removed from 
the private tow-away zone, unless the towing service is unable to deliver the motor vehicle within  
two hours due to an uncontrollable force, natural disaster, or other event that is not within the power 
of the towing service. 

(E)(1) If an owner of a private property that is established as a private tow-away zone in 
accordance with division (A) of this section causes the removal of a vehicle from that property by a 
towing service under division (B) of this section, the towing service, within two hours of removing 
the vehicle, shall provide notice to the sheriff of the county or the police department of the municipal 
corporation, township, port authority, or township or joint police district in which the property is 
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located concerning all of the following: 
(a) The vehicle's license number, make, model, and color; 
(b) The location from which the vehicle was removed; 
(c) The date and time the vehicle was removed; 
(d) The telephone number of the person from whom the vehicle may be recovered; 
(e) The address of the place from which the vehicle may be recovered. 
(2) Each county sheriff and each chief of police of a municipal corporation, township, port  

authority, or township or joint police district shall maintain a record of any vehicle removed from 
private property in the sheriff's or chief's jurisdiction that is established as a private tow-away zone of  
which  the  sheriff  or  chief  has  received  notice  under  this  section.  The  record  shall  include  all 
information submitted by the towing service. The sheriff or chief shall provide any information in the 
record that pertains to a particular vehicle to a person who, either in person or pursuant to a telephone 
call,  identifies  self  as  the owner,  operator,  or  lienholder of  the  vehicle  and requests  information 
pertaining to the vehicle. 

(F)(1) When a vehicle is  removed from private property in accordance with this  section, 
within three business days of the removal,  the towing service or storage facility from which the 
vehicle may be recovered shall cause a search to be made of the either of the following to ascertain 
the identity of the owner and any lienholder of the vehicle:

(a) The records of the bureau of motor vehicles to ascertain the identity of the owner and any 
lienholder of the motor vehicle;

(b) The records of any vendor or vendors, approved by the registrar of motor vehicles, that  
are capable of providing real-time access to owner and lienholder information. The registrar of motor 
vehicles 

The towing service or storage facility may search the national motor vehicle title information 
system in order to determine the state in which the vehicle is titled. The entity that provides the 
record of the owner and any lienholder under this  division  shall  ensure that such information is 
provided in a timely manner. Subject 

(2) Subject to division (F)(4) (F)(5) of this section, the towing service or storage facility shall 
send notice to the vehicle owner and any known lienholder as follows: 

(a) Within five business days after the registrar of motor vehicles applicable entity provides 
the identity of the owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle, if the vehicle remains unclaimed, to 
the  owner's  and lienholder's  last  known address  by  certified or  express  mail  with return receipt  
requested, by certified mail with electronic tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any 
form of delivery requiring a signed receipt; 

(b) If the vehicle remains unclaimed thirty days after the first notice is sent, in the manner 
required under division (F)(1)(a) (F)(2)(a) of this section. 

(2)  (3)  Sixty days after any notice sent pursuant to division  (F)(1)  (F)(2)  of this section is 
received, as evidenced by a receipt signed by any person, or the towing service or storage facility has 
been notified that delivery was not possible, the towing service or storage facility, if authorized under 
division  (B)  of  section  4505.101 of  the  Revised Code,  may initiate  the  process  for  obtaining a 
certificate of title to the motor vehicle as provided in that section. 

(3) (4) A towing service or storage facility that does not receive a signed receipt of notice, or 
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a notification that  delivery was not possible,  shall  not obtain,  and shall  not attempt to obtain,  a  
certificate of title to the motor vehicle under division (B) of section 4505.101 of the Revised Code. 

(4) (5) With respect to a vehicle concerning which a towing service or storage facility is not 
eligible to obtain title under section 4505.101 of the Revised Code, the towing service or storage  
facility need only comply with the initial notice required under division  (F)(1)(a)  (F)(2)(a)  of this 
section. 

(G)(1) The owner or lienholder of a vehicle that is removed under division (B) of this section  
may reclaim it upon both of the following: 

(a) Presentation of proof of ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title to the 
vehicle, a certificate of registration for the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement; 

(b) Payment of the following fees: 
(i) All applicable fees established by the public utilities commission in rules adopted under 

section 4921.25 of the Revised Code, except that the lienholder of a vehicle may retrieve the vehicle 
without paying any storage fee for the period of time that the vehicle was in the possession of the 
towing service or storage facility  prior to  the date  the  lienholder received the notice sent  under  
division (F)(1)(a) (F)(2)(a) of this section; 

(ii) If notice has been sent to the owner and lienholder as described in division (F) of this 
section, a processing fee of twenty-five dollars. 

(2) A towing service or storage facility  in possession of a vehicle that is removed under  
authority of division (B) of this section shall show the vehicle owner, operator, or lienholder who  
contests the removal of the vehicle all photographs taken under division (D) of this section. Upon 
request, the towing service or storage facility shall provide a copy of all photographs in the medium 
in which the photographs are stored, whether paper, electronic, or otherwise. 

(3) When the owner of a vehicle towed under this section retrieves the vehicle, the towing 
service or storage facility in possession of the vehicle shall give the owner written notice that if the  
owner disputes that the motor vehicle was lawfully towed, the owner may be able to file a civil action 
under section 4513.611 of the Revised Code. 

(4) Upon presentation of proof of ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title 
to the vehicle, a certificate of registration for the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement, the owner of a 
vehicle that is removed under authority of division (B) of this section may retrieve any personal 
items from the vehicle without retrieving the vehicle and without paying any fee. The owner of the 
vehicle shall not retrieve any personal items from a vehicle if it would endanger the safety of the 
owner, unless the owner agrees to sign a waiver of liability. For purposes of division (G)(4) of this 
section, "personal items" do not include any items that are attached to the vehicle. 

(H) No person shall remove, or cause the removal of, any vehicle from private property that  
is established as a private tow-away zone under this section or store such a vehicle other than in  
accordance with this section, or otherwise fail to comply with any applicable requirement of this 
section. 

(I) This section does not affect or limit the operation of section 4513.60 or sections 4513.61 
to  4613.65  of  the  Revised  Code  as  they  relate  to  property  other  than  private  property  that  is 
established as a private tow-away zone under division (A) of this section. 

(J) Whoever violates division (H) of this section is guilty of a minor misdemeanor. 
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(K) As used in this section, "owner of a private property" or "owner of the private property" 
includes, with respect to a private property, any of the following: 

(1) Any person who holds title to the property; 
(2) Any person who is a lessee or sublessee with respect to a lease or sublease agreement for 

the property; 
(3) A person who is authorized to manage the property; 
(4) A duly authorized agent of any person listed in divisions (K)(1) to (3) of this section.
Sec. 4513.602. (A) As used in this section and section 4513.603 of the Revised Code: 
(1) "Motor vehicle dealer" has the same meaning as in section 4517.01 of the Revised Code. 
(2) "Repair facility" means any business with which a person has entered into an agreement 

to repair a vehicle. 
(3) "Towing service" means any for-hire motor carrier that removes a motor vehicle from a 

motor vehicle dealer or repair facility. 
(4) "Storage facility" means any place to which a towing service delivers a motor vehicle  

from a motor vehicle dealer or repair facility. 
(B) A motor vehicle dealer or repair facility that is in possession of a motor vehicle may 

cause the removal of the motor vehicle by a towing service if all of the following apply: 
(1) A search was made of the records of  the bureau of motor vehicles  an applicable entity 

listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code  to ascertain the identity of the 
owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle. 

(2) Upon obtaining the identity under division (B)(1) of this section, notice was sent to the  
owner's  and any lienholder's  last  known address by certified or express mail with return receipt 
requested, by certified mail with electronic tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any 
form of delivery requiring a signed receipt, and the notice informs the owner and any lienholder of 
the following: 

(a) The address where the motor vehicle is located; 
(b) That the motor vehicle dealer or repair facility will cause the vehicle to be towed if not  

claimed within fourteen calendar days after either the date the notice was received or the date the 
motor vehicle dealer or repair facility receives notification that delivery was not possible; 

(c) That a towing service that removes the motor vehicle or a storage facility that stores the  
motor vehicle may obtain title to it under section 4513.603 of the Revised Code. 

(3) The motor vehicle has been left unclaimed for fourteen days after one of the following: 
(a) The date the notice sent under division (B)(2) of this section was received, as evidenced 

by a receipt signed by any person; 
(b) The date the motor vehicle dealer or repair facility received notification that the delivery  

of the notice sent under division (B)(2) of this section was not possible. 
The procedure described in division (B) of this section applies regardless of who leaves the  

motor vehicle on the motor vehicle dealer's property or the repair facility's property. 
(C) A motor vehicle owner's or lienholder's failure to remove the vehicle from the property 

within the time period specified in division (B)(3) of this section constitutes consent to all of the  
following: 

(1) The motor vehicle's removal and storage; 
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(2) The payment of any charges incurred for the removal and storage of the motor vehicle; 
(3) The right of a towing service that removes the motor vehicle or storage facility that stores  

the motor vehicle to obtain title to the motor vehicle under section 4513.603 of the Revised Code. 
(D) After a motor vehicle has been removed by a towing service, a motor vehicle owner or 

lienholder  may  reclaim the  motor  vehicle  from the  towing service  or  storage  facility  that  is  in  
possession of the motor vehicle if all of the following apply: 

(1) The owner presents proof of ownership evidenced by a certificate of title to the motor 
vehicle, a certificate of registration for the motor vehicle, or a lease agreement. 

(2) The owner or lienholder makes payment of any charges incurred for the removal and 
storage of the motor vehicle. 

(3) Title to the motor vehicle has not been issued to the towing service or storage facility  
under section 4513.603 of the Revised Code. 

(E) Any towing service that removes a motor vehicle under this section shall not charge a fee 
greater  than  those  established  by  the  public  utilities  commission  in  rules  adopted  under  section 
4921.25 of the Revised Code. 

(F)(1)  Any  motor  vehicle  dealer,  repair  facility,  towing  service,  or  storage  facility  that  
complies with this section is not liable for any damage, claim of conversion, or any other claim 
resulting from the removal, towing, or storage of the motor vehicle. 

(2) A motor vehicle dealer or repair facility does not forego, release, or otherwise relinquish 
any legal recourse or right of action against a titled owner or lienholder of a motor vehicle by causing  
the vehicle to be removed under division (B) of this section, unless possession of the motor vehicle is  
required for the cause of action.

Sec.  4513.603.  (A) A towing service or  storage facility  that  is  in  possession  of  a  motor 
vehicle obtained under section 4513.602 of the Revised Code may obtain a certificate of title to the  
motor vehicle, regardless of the motor vehicle's value, as provided in division (B) of this section if all  
of the following apply: 

(1) A search was made by the towing service or storage facility of the records of the bureau of 
motor vehicles an applicable entity listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code 
to ascertain the identity of the owner and any lienholder of the motor vehicle. 

(2)  Upon obtaining  the  identity  in  division  (A)(1)  of  this  section,  the  towing service  or 
storage facility sent notice to the owner's and any lienholder's last known address, by certified or 
express  mail  with  return  receipt  requested,  by  certified  mail  with  electronic  tracking, or  by  a 
commercial carrier service utilizing any form of delivery requiring a signed receipt, that informs the 
owner and any lienholder that the towing service or storage facility will obtain title to the motor 
vehicle if not claimed within sixty days after the date the notice was received. 

(3) The motor vehicle has been left unclaimed for sixty days after one of the following: 
(a) The date the notice sent under division (A)(2) of this section was received, as evidenced 

by a receipt signed by any person; 
(b) The date the towing service or storage facility receives notification that the delivery of the 

notice sent under division (A)(2) of this section was not possible. 
(4)  An  agent  of  the  towing  service  or  storage  facility  executes  an  affidavit,  in  a  form 

established by the registrar of motor vehicles not later than ninety days after the effective date of this 
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section  September 30, 2021, affirming that conditions in divisions (A)(1) to (3) of this section are 
met. 

(B)  The  clerk  of  court  shall  issue  a  certificate  of  title,  free  and  clear  of  all  liens  and  
encumbrances, to a towing service or storage facility that presents an affidavit that affirms that the  
conditions in divisions (A)(1) to (3) of this section are met. 

(C) After obtaining title to a motor vehicle under this section, the towing service or storage 
facility may retain any money arising from the disposal of the vehicle.

Sec. 4513.61.  (A) The sheriff  of  a  county or chief of police  of a  municipal  corporation, 
township, port authority, or township or joint police district, within the sheriff's or chief's respective 
territorial jurisdiction, or a state highway patrol trooper, upon notification to the sheriff or chief of  
police of such action and of the location of the place of storage, may order into storage any motor  
vehicle, including an abandoned junk motor vehicle as defined in section 4513.63 of the Revised  
Code, that:

(1)  Has  come into the  possession  of  the  sheriff,  chief  of  police,  or  state  highway patrol 
trooper as a result of the performance of the sheriff's, chief's, or trooper's duties; or

(2) Has been left  on a public street or other property open to the public for purposes of  
vehicular travel, or upon or within the right-of-way of any road or highway, for forty-eight hours or  
longer without notification to  the sheriff  or chief of police of the reasons for leaving the motor  
vehicle in such place. However, when such a motor vehicle constitutes an obstruction to traffic it may  
be ordered into storage immediately unless either of the following applies:

(a) The vehicle was involved in an accident and is subject to section 4513.66 of the Revised 
Code;

(b) The vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle. If the vehicle is a commercial motor vehicle,  
the sheriff, chief of police, or state highway patrol trooper shall allow the owner or operator of the 
vehicle the opportunity to  arrange for the removal of the motor vehicle within a period of time 
specified by the sheriff, chief of police, or state highway patrol trooper. If the sheriff, chief of police,  
or state highway patrol trooper determines that the vehicle cannot be removed within the specified  
period of time, the sheriff, chief of police, or state highway patrol trooper shall order the removal of  
the vehicle.

Subject to division (C) of this section, the sheriff or chief of police shall designate the place  
of storage of any motor vehicle so ordered removed.

(B) If the sheriff,  chief of police, or a state highway patrol trooper issues an order under 
division (A) of this section and arranges for the removal of a motor vehicle by a towing service, the  
towing service shall deliver the motor  vehicle to the location designated by the sheriff or chief of 
police not more than two hours after the time it is removed.

(C)(1) The sheriff or chief of police shall cause a search to be made of the records of  the 
bureau of motor vehicles  an applicable entity listed in division (F)(1) of section 4513.601 of the 
Revised Code to ascertain the identity of the owner and any lienholder of a motor vehicle ordered 
into storage by the sheriff or chief of police, or by a state highway patrol trooper within five business 
days of the removal of the vehicle. Upon obtaining such identity, the sheriff or chief of police shall  
send or cause to be sent to the owner or lienholder at the owner's or lienholder's last known address 
by certified or express mail with return receipt requested, notice that informs by certified mail with 
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electronic tracking, or by a commercial carrier service utilizing any form of delivery requiring a  
signed receipt. The notice shall inform the owner or lienholder that the motor vehicle will be declared 
a nuisance and disposed of if not claimed within ten days of the date of mailing the sending of the 
notice.

(2)  The  owner  or  lienholder  of  the  motor  vehicle  may  reclaim  the  motor  vehicle  upon 
payment of any expenses or charges incurred in its removal and storage, and presentation of proof of 
ownership, which may be evidenced by a certificate of title or memorandum certificate of title to the  
motor  vehicle,  a  certificate  of  registration  for  the  motor  vehicle,  or  a  lease  agreement.  Upon 
presentation of proof of ownership evidenced as provided above, the owner of the motor vehicle also 
may retrieve any personal items from the vehicle without retrieving the vehicle and without paying 
any  fee.  However,  a  towing  service  or  storage  facility  may  charge  an  after-hours  retrieval  fee  
established by the public utilities commission in rules adopted under section 4921.25 of the Revised 
Code if  the owner  retrieves the personal  items after  hours,  unless  the  towing service or storage 
facility fails to provide the notice required under division (B)(3) of section 4513.69 of the Revised 
Code, if applicable. However, the owner shall not do either of the following:

(a) Retrieve any personal item that has been determined by the sheriff, chief of police, or a 
state highway patrol trooper, as applicable, to be necessary to a criminal investigation;

(b) Retrieve any personal item from a vehicle if it would endanger the safety of the owner,  
unless the owner agrees to sign a waiver of liability.

For purposes of division (C)(2) of this section, "personal items" do not include any items that 
are attached to the vehicle.

(3) If the owner or lienholder of the motor vehicle reclaims it after a search of the applicable 
records of the bureau has been conducted and after notice has been sent to the owner or lienholder as 
described in this section, and the search was conducted by the place of storage, and the notice was 
sent to the motor vehicle owner by the place of storage, the owner or lienholder shall pay to the place  
of storage a processing fee of twenty-five dollars, in addition to any expenses or charges incurred in 
the removal and storage of the vehicle.

(D) If the owner or lienholder makes no claim to the motor vehicle within ten days of the date 
of mailing of sending the notice, and if the vehicle is to be disposed of at public auction as provided 
in section 4513.62 of the Revised Code, the sheriff or chief of police, without charge to any party, 
shall file with the clerk of courts of the county in which the place of storage is located an affidavit  
showing compliance with the requirements of this section. Upon presentation of the affidavit, the 
clerk,  without  charge,  shall  issue  a  salvage  certificate  of  title,  free  and  clear  of  all  liens  and  
encumbrances, to the sheriff or chief of police. If the vehicle is to be disposed of to a motor vehicle  
salvage dealer or other facility as provided in section 4513.62 of the Revised Code, the sheriff or 
chief of police shall execute in triplicate an affidavit, as prescribed by the registrar of motor vehicles,  
describing the motor vehicle and the manner in which it was disposed of, and that all requirements of 
this section have been complied with. The sheriff or chief of police shall retain the original of the 
affidavit for the sheriff's or chief's records, and shall furnish two copies to the motor vehicle salvage 
dealer or other facility. Upon presentation of a copy of the affidavit by the motor vehicle salvage 
dealer, the clerk of courts, within thirty days of the presentation, shall issue a salvage certificate of 
title, free and clear of all liens and encumbrances.
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(E) Whenever a motor vehicle salvage dealer or other facility receives an affidavit for the 
disposal of a motor vehicle as provided in this section, the dealer or facility shall not be required to  
obtain an Ohio certificate of title to the motor vehicle in the dealer's or facility's own name if the  
vehicle is dismantled or destroyed and both copies of the affidavit are delivered to the clerk of courts.

(F) No towing service or storage facility shall fail to comply with this section.
Sec. 4513.611. (A) As used in this section:
(1) "Minor violation" means any of the following:
(a) Failure to deliver a vehicle to the designated location within two hours after removal,  

unless  the  towing service  was  unable  to  deliver  the  motor  vehicle  within  two hours  due  to  an  
uncontrollable force, natural disaster,  or other event that was not within the power of the towing 
service, as required under division (A)(2) of section 4513.60 or division (D)(2) of section 4513.601  
of the Revised Code;

(b) Failure to provide a receipt as required under division (B) of section 4513.60 or division 
(C) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code;

(c) Failure to take a towed vehicle to a location that meets the requirements of division (A)(2) 
of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code as required under that division;

(d) Failure to comply with any photograph-related requirement established under division (D)
(1) or (G)(2) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code. If a court determines that a towing service or  
storage facility committed more than one violation of divisions (D)(1) and (G)(2) of section 4513.601 
of the Revised Code with regard to the same transaction, the court shall find the towing service or  
storage facility liable for only one minor violation under this section.

(e) Failure to send notice to the owner and any lienholder as required under division (F)(1)(a) 
(F)(2)(a) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code;

(f) Failure to provide an estimate as required under section 4513.68 of the Revised Code, 
containing the information required under that section;

(g) Charging a fee that does not comply with division (C) of section 4513.68 of the Revised 
Code if the towing service fee is required to be reduced under that division;

(h) Failure to post a notice pertaining to fee limitations as required under division (D) of 
section 4513.68 of the Revised Code.

(2) "Major violation" means any of the following:
(a) Failure to give the owner of a vehicle, who arrives after the owner's vehicle has been 

prepared for removal but prior to its actual removal, notification that the owner may pay a fee of not 
more than one-half of the fee for the removal of the vehicle for the immediate release of the vehicle  
as required under division (B) of section 4513.60 or division (C) of section 4513.601 of the Revised 
Code;

(b) Failure to release a vehicle upon payment of not more than one-half of the fee for the  
removal of the vehicle as permitted under division (B) of section 4513.60 or division (C) of section  
4513.601 of the Revised Code;

(c) Refusal to allow a vehicle owner to reclaim the owner's vehicle upon payment of the 
applicable fees established by the public utilities commission and presentation of proof of ownership 
as permitted under division (D)(1) of section 4513.60 or division (G)(1) of section 4513.601 of the 
Revised Code;
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(d) Refusal to allow a vehicle owner to retrieve personal items from the owner's vehicle 
under circumstances in which the owner is permitted to retrieve personal items under division (D)(2) 
of section 4513.60 or division (G)(4) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code;

(e) Failure to provide notice to the appropriate law enforcement agency within two hours of 
removing a vehicle as required under division (E)(1) of section 4513.601 of the Revised Code;

(f) Failure to send notice that a vehicle has been towed to the vehicle owner and any known  
lienholder within thirty days of removal of the vehicle from a private tow-away zone under section 
4513.601  of  the  Revised  Code.  If  a  court  determines  that  a  towing  service  or  storage  facility 
committed a violation specified in division (A)(2)(f) of this section and a violation of division (A)(1)
(e) of this section with regard to the same transaction, the court shall find the towing service or  
storage facility liable for only the major violation;

(g) Failure to visibly display the certificate of public convenience and necessity number as  
required under division (B)(1) of section 4513.67 of the Revised Code.

(B)(1) A vehicle owner may bring a civil action in a court of competent jurisdiction against a  
towing service or storage facility that commits a major or minor violation.

(2)  If  a  court  determines  that  the  towing  service  or  storage  facility  committed  a  minor 
violation, the court shall award the vehicle owner the following:

(a) If the towing service or storage facility has not committed a prior minor violation within  
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, one hundred fifty dollars.

(b) If the towing service or storage facility has committed one prior minor violation within 
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, three hundred fifty dollars.

(c) If the towing service or storage facility has committed two prior minor violations within 
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, the violation constitutes a major violation and division (B)(3) of this section applies.

(d) If the towing service or storage facility has committed three prior minor violations within  
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, one thousand five hundred dollars.

(e) If the towing service or storage facility has committed four prior minor violations within 
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, two thousand dollars.

(f) If the towing service or storage facility has committed five prior minor violations within  
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, the violation constitutes a major violation and division (B)(3) of this section applies.

(g) If the towing service or storage facility has committed six or seven prior minor violations  
within one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or  
storage facility is liable, two thousand five hundred dollars.

(h) If the towing service or storage facility has committed eight prior minor violations within  
one year of the minor violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, the violation constitutes a major violation and division (B)(3) of this section applies.

(3)  If  a  court  determines  that  the  towing  service  or  storage  facility  committed  a  major 
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violation, the court shall award the vehicle owner the following:
(a) If the towing service or storage facility has not committed any prior major violations  

within one year of the major violation for which the court has determined the towing service or 
storage facility is liable, one thousand dollars;

(b) If the towing service or storage facility has committed one prior major violation within 
one year of the major violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, two thousand five hundred dollars;

(c) If the towing service or storage facility has committed two prior major violations within  
one year of the major violation for which the court has determined the towing service or storage  
facility is liable, three thousand five hundred dollars. In addition, the court shall order the public 
utilities  commission  to  revoke  the  towing  service's  or  storage  facility's  certificate  of  public  
convenience and necessity for six months. The commission shall comply with the order.

Upon expiration of the six-month revocation under division (B)(3)(c) of this section, a court 
shall  not consider any violation committed by the towing service or storage facility  prior to  the 
revocation for purposes of a civil action initiated after the expiration of the six-month revocation.

(4) If a vehicle owner brings a civil action against a towing service or storage facility that 
alleges multiple minor or major violations, the court shall award, with regard to each violation for 
which the towing service or storage facility is determined to be liable, a civil penalty as required 
under  division (B)(2) or (3) of this section. The court shall consider each violation as a separate  
violation for purposes of determining how many violations the towing service or storage facility has  
committed within one year.

(5) In determining if a towing service or storage facility has committed prior minor or major 
violations within the applicable one-year period, a court shall consider only violations that have been 
determined by a court of competent jurisdiction to have been committed by the towing service or  
storage facility.

(C) In addition to an award made under division (B) of this section, if a court determines that  
a towing service or storage facility committed a violation that caused actual damages, the court shall  
award the vehicle owner three times the actual damages and reasonable attorney's fees.

(D) A court that issues a judgment under this section against a towing service or storage  
facility shall send a copy of that judgment to the public utilities commission. The commission shall 
provide a copy of the judgment upon request.

Sec.  5537.04.  (A)  The  Ohio  turnpike  and infrastructure  commission  may  do  any  of  the 
following: 

(1) Adopt bylaws for the regulation of its affairs and the conduct of its business;
(2) Adopt an official seal, which shall not be the great seal of the state and which need not be  

in compliance with section 5.10 of the Revised Code;
(3) Maintain a principal office and suboffices at such places within the state as it designates;
(4) With respect to the Ohio turnpike system and turnpike projects, sue and be sued in its own 

name, plead and be impleaded, provided any actions against the commission shall be brought in the 
court of common pleas of the county in which the principal office of the commission is located, or in  
the court of common pleas of the county in which the cause of action arose if that county is located 
within this state, and all summonses, exceptions, and notices of every kind shall be served on the 
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commission by leaving a copy thereof at its principal office with the secretary-treasurer or executive 
director of the commission;

(5) With respect to infrastructure projects only, sue and be sued in its own name, plead and be  
impleaded, provided any actions against the commission shall be brought in the court of common 
pleas of Franklin county, and all summonses, exceptions, and notices of every kind shall be served on 
the  commission  by  leaving  a  copy  thereof  at  its  principal  office  with  the  secretary-treasurer  or 
executive director of the commission.

(6) Construct, maintain, repair, police, and operate the turnpike system, and establish rules for 
the use of any turnpike project;

(7) Issue revenue bonds of the state, payable solely from pledged revenues, as provided in 
this chapter, for the purpose of paying any part of the cost of constructing any one or more turnpike 
projects or infrastructure projects;

(8) Fix, and revise from time to time, and charge and collect tolls by any method approved by  
the  commission,  including,  but  not limited to,  manual methods or  through electronic technology 
accepted within the tolling industry;

(9) Acquire, hold, and dispose of property in the exercise of its powers and the performance  
of its duties under this chapter;

(10) Designate the locations and establish, limit, and control such points of ingress to and 
egress from each turnpike project as are necessary or desirable in the judgment of the commission 
and of the director of transportation to ensure the proper operation and maintenance of that turnpike 
project, and prohibit entrance to such a turnpike project from any point not so designated;

(11)  Make  and  enter  into  all  contracts  and  agreements  necessary  or  incidental  to  the 
performance of its duties and the execution of its powers under this chapter, including participation in  
a multi-jurisdiction electronic toll collection agreement and collection or remittance of tolls, fees, or 
other charges to or from entities or agencies that participate in such an agreement; the commission 
also may enter into agreements with retail locations, including deputy registrars, to allow the general 
public to acquire electronic toll collection devices, commonly known as transponders, from the retail 
locations for such reasonable fees as are established by the commission;

(12) Employ or retain or contract for the services of consulting engineers, superintendents, 
managers, and any other engineers, construction and accounting experts, financial advisers, trustees,  
marketing,  remarketing,  and  administrative  agents,  attorneys,  and  other  employees,  independent 
contractors, or agents that are necessary in its judgment and fix their compensation, provided all such 
expenses shall be payable solely from the proceeds of bonds or from revenues of the Ohio turnpike 
system;

(13) Receive and accept from any federal agency, subject to the approval of the governor, and 
from any other governmental agency grants for or in aid of the construction, reconstruction, repair,  
renovation,  maintenance,  or  operation  of  any  turnpike  project,  and  receive  and  accept  aid  or  
contributions from any source or person of money, property, labor, or other things of value, to be  
held, used, and applied only for the purposes for which such grants and contributions are made;

(14) Provide coverage for  its  employees under Chapters  4123.  and 4141. of  the Revised 
Code;

(15)  Fix  and  revise  by  rule,  from  time  to  time,  such  permit  fees,  processing  fees,  or 
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administrative charges for the prepayment,  deferred payment,  or  nonpayment of tolls  and use of 
electronic tolling equipment or other commission property;

(16) Adopt rules for the all of the following:
(a)  The  issuance  of  citations  either  by  a  policing  authority or,  the  issuance  of  citations 

through administrative means,  and the issuance of invoices by the commission to  individuals  or 
corporations any person that evade the payment of fails to pay the tolls or fees established for the use 
of any turnpike project;

(b) The issuance of a second invoice to any person who fails to remit payment of a toll or fee 
to the commission for more than thirty days after issuance of the first invoice and for the imposition 
of associated late fees;

(c) The implementation of procedures whereby a person may dispute an invoice with the 
commission through an administrative hearing at the commission's  principal office as  authorized 
under section 5537.041 of the Revised Code;

(d)  The  implementation  of  procedures  whereby a  person may appeal  the  decision  of  an 
administrative hearing in the manner described in section 5537.041 of the Revised Code.

(17) Approve funding and authorize agreements with the department of transportation for the 
funding of  infrastructure projects  recommended by the  director of transportation pursuant  to  the  
criteria established by rule under section 5537.18 of the Revised Code.

(B) The commission may do all acts necessary or proper to carry out the powers expressly 
granted in this chapter.

(C) As used in this section and section 5537.041 of the Revised Code, "person" has the same 
meaning as in section 1745.05 of the Revised Code.

Sec.  5537.041.    (A)(1)  A person  that  receives  an  invoice  from  the  Ohio  turnpike  and   
infrastructure  commission  may  request  an  administrative  hearing  with  the  commission  at  the 
commission's principal office to dispute the invoice. The person may present evidence at the hearing.

(2) Notwithstanding sections 1901.18, 1901.20, 1907.02, and 1907.031 of the Revised Code, 
the commission has exclusive original jurisdiction over a dispute regarding an invoice issued by the  
commission in accordance with the rules adopted under section 5537.04 of the Revised Code.

(3) The commission shall grant a hearing to any person that requests one under this section. 
The commission shall  send reasonable notice  in  advance to the  requestor  of the  time,  date,  and 
location of the hearing. The commission may appoint a hearing officer to administer any requested 
hearings.

(4) A person forfeits the right to an administrative   hearing or appeal if either of the following   
occur:

(a)  The person does  not  respond within  sixty  days  after  the  second invoice  is  issued in  
accordance with the rules adopted under section 5537.04 of the Revised Code.

(b) The person fails to appear at the requested hearing.
(5) The decision of the commission or its designated hearing officer is presumed final unless 

it is reversed on appeal. A person may appeal the decision in accordance with Chapter 2506. of the  
Revised Code. Any such appeal shall be commenced in the Cuyahoga county court of common pleas. 
The court's decision is final and there is no further right to appeal that decision.

(B) In accordance with the rules adopted under section 5537.04 of the Revised Code, the 
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commission may notify the registrar of motor vehicles if either of the following occur:
(1) A person fails to remit payment of a toll or fee or fails to dispute an invoice with the 

commission within sixty days after the provision of the second invoice in accordance with the rules  
adopted under section 5537.04 of the Revised Code;

(2) A person fails to pay any remaining balance due after appeal to the Cuyahoga county 
court of common pleas.

(C) If the registrar receives a notice from the commission under division (B) of this section, 
neither  the  registrar  nor  any deputy  registrar  shall  accept  any  application  for  the  registration  or 
transfer of registration of any motor vehicle owned or leased by the person named in the notice, until  
the registrar receives notice from the commission that the remaining balance for the toll or fee has  
been paid or dismissed.

Sec. 5537.07.  (A) When the cost to the Ohio turnpike and infrastructure commission under 
any contract with a person other than a governmental agency involves an expenditure of more than 
fifty thousand dollars, the commission shall make a written contract with the lowest responsive and  
responsible bidder, in accordance with section 9.312 of the Revised Code, after advertisement, in 
accordance with section 7.16 of the Revised Code, for not less than two consecutive weeks in a  
newspaper of general circulation and in such other publications as the commission determines. The 
notice shall state the general character of the work and the general character of the materials to be 
furnished, the place where plans and specifications therefor may be examined, and the time and place 
of  receiving  bids.  The  commission  may  require  that  the  cost  estimate  for  the  construction, 
demolition, alteration, repair, improvement, renovation, or reconstruction of roadways and bridges 
for which the commission is required to receive bids be kept confidential and remain confidential 
until after all bids for the public improvement have been received or the deadline for receiving bids  
has passed. Thereafter,  and before opening the bids submitted for the roadways and bridges,  the  
commission shall make the cost estimate public knowledge by reading the cost estimate in a public 
place. The commission may reject any and all bids. The requirements of this division do not apply to 
contracts  for  the  acquisition  of  real  property or  compensation  for  professional  or  other  personal  
services. 

(B)  Each bid  for  a  contract  for  construction,  demolition,  alteration,  repair,  improvement, 
renovation, or reconstruction shall contain the full name of every person interested in it and shall  
meet the requirements of section 153.54 of the Revised Code. 

(C) Other than for a contract referred to in division (B) of this section, each bid for a contract  
that involves an expenditure in excess of five hundred thousand dollars or any contract with a service 
facility operator shall contain the full name of every person interested in it and shall be accompanied 
by a sufficient bond or certified check on a solvent bank that if the bid is accepted a contract will be 
entered into and the performance of its proposal secured. 

(D) Other than a contract referred to in division (B) of this section   or a contract for licensed   
professional services, a bond with good and sufficient surety, in a form as prescribed and approved 
by  the  commission,  shall  be  required  of  every  contractor  awarded  a  contract  that  involves  an 
expenditure  in  excess  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars  or  any  contract  with  a  service  facility 
operator. The bond shall be in an amount equal to at least fifty per cent of the contract price and shall  
be conditioned upon the faithful performance of the contract. 
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(E)(1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this section, the commission may establish a  
program to expedite special turnpike projects by combining the design and construction elements of 
any public improvement project into a single contract. The commission shall prepare and distribute a 
scope of work document upon which the bidders shall base their bids. At a minimum, bidders shall 
meet  the  requirements  of  section  4733.161  of  the  Revised  Code.  Except  in  regard  to  those 
requirements  relating  to  providing  plans,  the  commission  shall  award  contracts  following  the 
requirements set forth in divisions (A), (B), (C), and (D) of this section. 

(2) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section or any other provision of the Revised 
Code to the contrary, the  commission may use a value-based selection process when selecting a 
contractor  to  perform a  project  that  contains  both  design  and construction  elements  in  a  single 
contract under this division. 

(F)  Other  than  for  a  contract  referred  to  in  division  (B)  or  (E)  of  this  section,  and  
notwithstanding any other provision of the Revised Code to the contrary, the commission may enter 
into a written contract after submission of competitive proposals when the commission determines 
that competitive bidding is not practical or advantageous to the commission. The commission may 
conduct discussions with anyone that submits a competitive proposal when that proposal might be  
selected to ensure that the person understands and is responsive to the requirements of the project. 
The commission may award the contract to the person that submits the best proposal, as determined  
by the commission. The commission shall consider multiple factors in awarding a contract under this 
division, including price and the evaluation criteria set forth in the request for competitive proposals. 

(G) The commission may contract for the purchase of equipment,  materials, and services 
without public advertisement in any of the following circumstances: 

(1) The construction of a temporary bridge; 
(2) The making of temporary emergency repairs  to  a  highway or  bridge when necessary 

because of a storm, flood, landslide, or other natural disaster; 
(3) While responding to circumstances created by an extraordinary emergency, as determined 

by the commission. 
Sec. 5537.16. (A) The Ohio turnpike and infrastructure commission may adopt such bylaws 

and rules as it considers advisable for the control and regulation of traffic on any turnpike project, for  
the protection and preservation of property under its jurisdiction and control, for the maintenance and 
preservation of good order within the property under its control, and for the purpose of establishing 
owner or operator liability for failure to comply with toll collection rules. The rules may require that 
both the owner or lessee and the operator of a motor vehicle be held jointly and strictly liable for the 
payment of tolls, fees, and fines. If the owner or lessee and the operator are jointly and strictly liable,  
the owner or lessee may not disclaim liability for a toll, fee, or fine by claiming another person was  
operating the motor vehicle at the time the toll, fee, or fine was incurred. The rules of the commission 
with  respect  to  the  speed,  use  of  special  engine  brakes,  axle  loads,  vehicle  loads,  and  vehicle 
dimensions  of  vehicles  on  turnpike  projects,  including  the  issuance  of  a  special  permit  by  the  
commission to allow the operation on any turnpike project of a motor vehicle transporting two or  
fewer  steel  coils,  shall  apply  notwithstanding  sections  4511.21  to  4511.244511.25,  4513.34,  and 
Chapter 5577. of the Revised Code. Such bylaws and rules shall be published in a newspaper of 
general circulation in Franklin county, and in such other manner as the commission prescribes. 
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(B) Such rules shall provide that public police officers shall be afforded ready access, while 
in the performance of their official duty, to all property under the jurisdiction of the commission and 
without the payment of tolls.

(C) No person shall violate any such bylaws or rules of the commission.
(D)(1) All fines collected for the violation of applicable laws of the state and the bylaws and 

rules of the commission or moneys arising from bonds forfeited for such violation shall be disposed 
of in accordance with section 5503.04 of the Revised Code.

(2) All fees or charges assessed by the commission against an owner, lessee, or operator of a 
vehicle as a civil violation for failure to comply with toll collection or toll evasion rules shall be  
revenues of the commission.

Sec. 5537.29.   (A) As used in this section:  
(1)  "Electronic  toll  account  record"  means  a  record  kept  by  the  Ohio  turnpike  and 

infrastructure commission or any other tolling agency that contains the information required for the 
commission or other tolling agency to collect the tolls charged to the holder of the electronic toll  
account or the owner of a motor vehicle that travels on a tolled road.

(2) "Person" does not include any governmental agency.
(3)  "Personal  information"  means  information  that  identifies  an  individual,  including  an 

individual's  photograph  or  digital  image,  social  security  number,  driver  or  driver's  license 
identification  number,  credit  card  or  financial  information,  name,  telephone  number,  or  an 
individual's  address  other  than  the  five-digit  zip  code  number.  "Personal  information"  does  not 
include information pertaining to a vehicular accident, driving or traffic violation, or driver's status.

(B) Except as provided in division (C) of this section, the commission, and any employee or 
contractor  of  the  commission,  shall  not  knowingly  disclose  or  otherwise  make    available  to  any   
person  or  entity  any  personal  information  about  an  individual  that  the  commission  obtained  in 
connection with processing a toll, fine, fee, or an electronic toll account record.

(C) The commission, or an employee or contractor of the commission, may disclose personal 
information as follows:

(1) For the use of a governmental agency, including a court or law enforcement agency, in 
carrying out its functions, or for the use of a private person or entity acting on behalf of an agency of  
this state, another state, the United States, or a political subdivision of this state or another state in 
carrying out its functions;

(2) For use in connection with a civil, criminal, administrative, or arbitral proceeding in a 
court or agency of this state, another state, the United States, or a political subdivision of this state or  
another state or before a self-regulatory body, including use in connection with the service of process,  
investigation in anticipation of litigation, or the execution or enforcement of a judgment or order;

(3) Pursuant to an order of a court of this state, another state, the United States, or a political  
subdivision of this state or another state;

(4) For use by the financial institutions and credit issuing companies directly involved in a 
credit transaction pertaining to the payment of a toll, fine, or fee;

(5) For the collection of an unpaid toll, fine, fee, or other administrative charge;
(6) For use in exchanging information between other private and public toll transportation 

facilities;
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(7) For any use not otherwise identified in divisions (C)(1) to (6) of this section that is in  
response  to  a  request  for  personal  information,  if  the  individual  whose  personal  information  is 
requested completes and submits to the commission a form prescribed by the commission by rule 
giving express consent to such disclosure;

(8) For use by a person, state, or state agency that requests the personal information, if the 
person, state, or state agency demonstrates that it has obtained the written consent of the individual to  
whom the information pertains.

(D) The commission shall establish procedures for denying a request for the disclosure of  
personal information if the request does not satisfy the criteria for disclosure under division (C) of  
this section.

(E)  The  commission  shall  establish  any  forms  and  shall  adopt  rules  in  accordance  with 
section 111.15 of the Revised Code as necessary to administer this section.

SECTION 2. That existing sections 4503.10, 4503.12, 4505.101, 4505.103, 4505.104, 4513.601, 
4513.602, 4513.603, 4513.61, 4513.611, 5537.04, 5537.07, and 5537.16 of the Revised Code are 
hereby repealed.
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