As Introduced

134th General Assembly

Regular Session S. B. No. 213

2021-2022
Senator Antani

Cosponsors: Senators Hackett, Huffman, S.

A BILL

To amend sections 175.052, 3301.61, 3333.164,
3345.421, 3735.42, 5101.27, 5119.42, 5120.15,
5902.02, and 5903.03 and to enact sections
122.924 and 4123.071 of the Revised Code to
require several state and licensing agencies to
ask about veteran status, to provide this

information to the Department of Veterans

Services, and to grant that Department authority

to use this information to connect veterans with

their earned benefits.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 175.052, 3301.61, 3333.164,
3345.421, 3735.42, 5101.27, 5119.42, 5120.15, 5902.02, and
5903.03 be amended and sections 122.924 and 4123.071 of the

Revised Code be enacted to read as follows:

Sec. 122.924. (A) As used in this section, "armed forces"

has the same meaning as in section 5903.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) The director of development shall develop, maintain,

and improve a resource, which shall include a printed
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publication, that informs members of the armed forces and their

dependents of the rights of, and the benefits available to,

service members and their dependents. The director shall

distribute the resource to every individual who responds

affirmatively to a guestion posed in accordance with section

175.052, 3735.42, 4123.071, 5119.42, or 5120.15 of the Revised

Code.

(C) The director of development may enter into agreements

with state and federal agencies, with agencies of political

subdivisions, with state and local instrumentalities, and with

private entities as necessary to make the resource as complete

as is possible.

Sec. 175.052. (A) As used in this section, "armed forces,"

"service member," and "veteran" have the meanings defined in

section 5903.01 of the Revised Code.

(B) The Ohio housing finance agency, in providing
homeownership program assistance, shall give preference to
grants or loans for activities that provide housing and housing

assistance to honorably discharged veterans.

(C) An application for any assistance or service provided

under this chapter shall contain the following guestions: "Are

yvou currently serving, or have you ever served, in the armed

forces? Is a member of vyour immediate family currently serving,

or have they ever served, in the armed forces?" The application

shall indicate that an applicant is not required to answer the

guestions set forth in this division.

(D) The Ohio housing finance agency shall provide the

name, address, and military status of each veteran receiving

assistance or service under this section to the department of
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veterans services for official government purposes regarding

benefits and services, and shall provide the name, address, and

military status of each service member receiving assistance or

service under this section to the department of development for

official government purposes regarding benefits and services.

Sec. 3301.61. (A) The state council on educational
opportunity for military children is hereby established within
the department of education. The council shall consist of the

following members:

(1) The superintendent of public instruction or the

superintendent's designee;

(2) The director of veterans services or the director's

designee;

(3) The superintendent of a school district that has a
high concentration of children of military families, appointed

by the governor;

(4) A representative of a military installation located in

this state, appointed by the governor;

(5) A representative of the governor's office, appointed

by the governor;

(6) Four members of the general assembly, appointed as

follows:

(a) One member of the house of representatives appointed

by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(b) One member of the house of representatives appointed

by the minority leader of the house of representatives;

(c) One member of the senate appointed by the president of
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the senate;

(d) One member of the senate appointed by the minority

leader of the senate.

(7) The compact commissioner appointed under section

3301.62 of the Revised Code;

(8) The military family education liaison appointed under

section 3301.63 of the Revised Code;

(9) Other members appointed in the manner prescribed by
and seated at the discretion of the voting members of the

council.

The members of the council shall serve at the pleasure of
their appointing authorities. Vacancies shall be filled in the

manner of the initial appointments.

The members appointed under divisions (A) (6) to (9) of

this section shall be nonvoting members of the council.

The members of the council shall serve without

compensation.

(B) The council shall oversee and provide coordination for
the state's participation in and compliance with the interstate
compact on educational opportunity for military children, as

ratified by section 3301.60 of the Revised Code._The council

shall cooperate with the state board of education, the

department of development, and the department of veterans

services to develop, conduct, and maintain outreach programs

that connect insurable dependents, as defined in division (B)

(10) of 38 U.S.C. 1965, with their earned benefits and services.

(C) The department of education shall provide staff

support for the council.
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(D) Sections 101.82 to 101.87 of the Revised Code do not

apply to the council.

(E) As used in this section, "children of military
families" and "military installation" have the same meanings as
in Article II of the interstate compact on educational

opportunity for military children.

Sec. 3333.164. (A) As used in this section, "state
institution of higher education" has the same meaning as in

section 3345.011 of the Revised Code.

(B) Not later than December 31, 2014, the chancellor of
higher education shall do all of the following with regard to
the awarding of college credit for military training,

experience, and coursework:

(1) Develop a set of standards and procedures for state
institutions of higher education to utilize in the granting of
college credit for military training, experience, and

coursework;

(2) Create a military articulation and transfer assurance
guide for college credit that is earned through military
training, experience, and coursework. The chancellor shall use
the current articulation and transfer policy adopted pursuant to
section 3333.16 of the Revised Code as a model in developing

this guide.

(3) Create a web site that contains information related to
the awarding of college credit for military training,
experience, and coursework. The web site shall include both of

the following:

(a) Standardized resources that address frequently asked

questions regarding the awarding of such credit and related
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issues;

(b) A statewide database that shows how specified military
training, experience, and coursework translates to college

credit.

(4) Develop a statewide training program that prepares
faculty and staff of state institutions of higher education to
evaluate various military training, experience, and coursework
and to award appropriate equivalent credit. The training program
shall incorporate the best practices of awarding credit for
military experiences, including both the recommendations of the
American council on education and the standards developed by the

council for adult and experiential learning.

(C) Beginning on July 1, 2015, state institutions of
higher education shall ensure that appropriate equivalent credit
is awarded for military training, experience, and coursework
that meet the standards developed by the chancellor pursuant to

this section.

(D) The chancellor shall cooperate with the department of

development and the department of veterans services to inform

eligible enrolled students of their earned benefits and

services.

Sec. 3345.421. Not later than December 31, 2014, the board
of trustees of each state institution of higher education, as
defined in section 3345.011 of the Revised Code, shall do all of

the following:

(A) Designate at least one person employed by the
institution to serve as the contact person for veterans and
service member affairs. Such a person shall assist and advise

veterans and service members on issues related to earning
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college credit for military training, experience, and

coursework.

(B) Adopt a policy regarding the support and assistance
the institution will provide to veterans and service members,

including cooperating with the department of development and the

department of veterans services to inform eligible enrolled

students of their earned benefits and services.

(C) Allow for the establishment of a student-led group on
campus for student service members and veterans and encourage

other service member- and veteran-friendly organizations.

(D) Integrate existing career services to create and
encourage meaningful collaborative relationships between student
service members and veterans and alumni of the institution, that
links student service members and veterans with prospective
employers, and that provides student service members and
veterans with social opportunities; and, if the institution has
career services programs, encourage the responsible office to
seek and promote partnership opportunities for internships and
employment of student service members and veterans with state,

local, national, and international employers.

(E) Survey student service members and veterans to
identify their needs and challenges and make the survey
available to faculty and staff at the state institution of
higher education. And periodically conduct follow-up surveys, at
a frequency determined by the board, to gauge the institution's

progress toward meeting identified needs and challenges.

The chancellor of higher education shall provide guidance
to state institutions of higher education in their compliance

with this section, including the recommendation of standardized
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policies on support and assistance to veterans and service

members.

The person or persons designated under division (A) of
this section shall not be a person currently designated by the

institution as a veterans administration certifying official.

Sec. 3735.42. (A) Except as provided in any contract for
financial assistance with the federal government in the
selection of tenants for housing projects, a metropolitan
housing authority shall give preference, as among applicants
equally in need and eligible for occupancy of the dwelling and
at the rent involved, to families of veterans and persons
serving in the active military or naval service of the United
States, including families of deceased veterans or deceased

persons who were so serving at the time of death.
(B) As used in this section:
(1) "Veteran" means either of the following:

(a) A person who has served in the active military or
naval service of the United States and who was discharged or

released therefrom under conditions other than dishonorable;

(b) A person who served as a member of the United States

merchant marine and to whom either of the following applies:

(i) The person has an honorable report of separation from

active duty military service, form DD214 or DD215.

(1ii) The person served in the United States merchant

marine between December 7, 1941, and December 31, 1946, and died

on active duty while serving in a war zone during that period of

service.

(2) "United States merchant marine" includes the United
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States army transport service and the United States naval

transport service.

(3) "Armed forces" has the same meaning as in section

5903.01 of the Revised Code.

(C) An application for any service provided under this

chapter shall contain the following guestions: "Are vyou

currently serving, or have you ever served, in the armed forces?

Is a member of your immediate family currently serving, or have

they ever served, in the armed forces?" The application shall

indicate that an applicant is not regquired to answer the

questions set forth in this division.

(D) The director of development shall keep the information

submitted under this section, including the name, address, and

military status of an applicant, in a database. The director of

development shall share the information with the department of

veterans services upon the request of the department of veterans

services. Information shared under this section may be used by

the department of veterans services to develop outreach programs

for veterans and their families.

Sec. 4123.071. (A) As used in this section, "armed forces"

and "veteran" have the meanings defined in section 5903.01 of

the Revised Code.

(B) An application for any assistance or service provided

under this chapter shall contain the following guestions: "Are

you currently serving, or have you ever served, in the armed

forces? Is a member of your immediate family currently serving,

or have they ever served, in the armed forces?" The application

shall indicate that an applicant is not required to answer the

guestions set forth in this division.
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(C) The administrator of the bureau of workers'

compensation shall keep the information submitted under this

section, including the name, address, and military status of

cach applicant, in a database. The administrator of the bureau

of workers' compensation shall share the information with the

department of development and the department of veterans

services upon the request of the respective department head.

Information shared under this section may be used by the

department of development and the department of veterans

services to develop outreach programs for veterans and their

families.

Sec. 5101.27. (A) Except as permitted by this section,
section 5101.273, 5101.28, or 5101.29 of the Revised Code, or
rules adopted under section 5101.30 of the Revised Code, or when
required by federal law, no person or government entity shall
knowingly solicit, disclose, receive, use, permit the use of, or
participate in the use of any information regarding a public
assistance recipient for any purpose not directly connected with

the administration of a public assistance program.

(B) To the extent permitted by federal law, the department
of job and family services and county agencies shall do all of

the following:

(1) Release information regarding a public assistance
recipient for purposes directly connected to the administration
of the program to a government entity responsible for

administering that public assistance program;

(2) Provide information regarding a public assistance
recipient to a law enforcement agency for the purpose of any
investigation, prosecution, or criminal or civil proceeding

relating to the administration of that public assistance
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program;

(3) Provide, for purposes directly connected to the
administration of a program that assists needy individuals with
the costs of public utility services, information regarding a
recipient of financial assistance provided under a program
administered by the department or a county agency pursuant to
Chapter 5107. or 5108. of the Revised Code to an entity

administering the public utility services program.

(4) Release information regarding a public assistance

recipient, including the name, address, and military status of a

recipient, to the department of veterans services for the

purpose outlined in division (N) (2) of section 5902.02 of the

Revised Code.

(5) Release information regarding a public assistance

recipient, including the name, address, and military status of a

recipient, to the department of development for the purpose

outlined in section 122.924 of the Revised Code.

(C) (1) To the extent permitted by federal law and subject
to division (C) (2) of this section, the department of job and
family services shall release, for purposes directly connected
to a public health investigation related to section 3301.531 or
5104.037 of the Revised Code, information regarding a public
assistance recipient who receives publicly funded child care, so

long as all of the following conditions are met:

(a) The department of health or the tuberculosis control
unit has initiated a public health investigation related to
section 3301.531 or 5104.037 of the Revised Code and has

assessed the investigation as an emergency.

(b) The department of health or the tuberculosis control
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unit has notified the department of job and family services
about the investigation and has requested that the department of
job and family services release the information for purposes of

the investigation.

(c) The department of job and family services is unable to
timely obtain voluntary, written authorization that complies

with section 5101.272 of the Revised Code.

(2) If the conditions specified in division (C) (1) of this
section are met, the department of job and family services shall
release to the department of health or the tuberculosis control
unit the minimum information necessary to fulfill the needs of
the department of health or tuberculosis control unit related to

the public health investigation.

(3) If the department of job and family services releases
information pursuant to division (C) of this section, it shall

immediately notify the public assistance recipient.

(D) To the extent permitted by federal law and section
1347.08 of the Revised Code, the department and county agencies
shall provide access to information regarding a public

assistance recipient to all of the following:
(1) The recipient;
(2) The authorized representative;
(3) The legal guardian of the recipient;

(4) The attorney of the recipient, if the attorney has
written authorization that complies with section 5101.272 of the

Revised Code from the recipient.

(E) To the extent permitted by federal law and subject to

division (F) of this section, the department and county agencies
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may do both of the following:

(1) Release information about a public assistance
recipient if the recipient gives voluntary, written
authorization that complies with section 5101.272 of the Revised

Code;

(2) Release information regarding a public assistance
recipient to a state, federal, or federally assisted program
that provides cash or in-kind assistance or services directly to
individuals based on need or for the purpose of protecting
children to a government entity responsible for administering a

children's protective services program.

(F) Except when the release is required by division (B),
(C), or (D) of this section or is authorized by division (E) (2)
of this section, the department or county agency shall release
the information only in accordance with the authorization. The
department or county agency shall provide, at no cost, a copy of

each written authorization to the individual who signed it.

(G) The department of job and family services may adopt
rules defining "authorized representative" for purposes of

division (D) (2) of this section.

Sec. 5119.42. (A) As used in this section—Yprivater:

"Private, nonprofit organization" means a private
association, organization, corporation, or other entity that is
tax exempt under section 501 (a) and described in section 501 (c)
of the "Internal Revenue Code of 1986," 100 Stat. 2085, 26
U.S.C. 501.

"Armed forces" and "veteran" have the meanings defined in

section 5903.01 of the Revised Code.
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(B) To the extent funds are available and on application
by boards of alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health
services, the director of mental health and addiction services
may approve state reimbursement of, or state grants for,
community construction programs including residential housing
for severely mentally disabled persons and persons with
substance use disorders. The director may also approve an
application for reimbursement or a grant for such programs
submitted by other governmental entities or by private,
nonprofit organizations, after the application has been reviewed
and recommended for approval or disapproval by the board of
alcohol, drug addiction, and mental health services for the
district from which the application came, and the application is
consistent with the board's approved community addiction and
mental health plan submitted under division (A) of section
340.03 of the Revised Code and the board's approved budget and
list of addiction services, mental health services, and recovery
supports submitted under divisions (A) and (B) of section 340.08

of the Revised Code.

(C) (1) The director of mental health and addiction
services shall adopt rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of
the Revised Code that specify procedures for applying for state
reimbursement of and state grants for community construction
programs, including residential housing for severely mentally
disabled persons and persons with substance use disorders and
procedures and criteria for approval of such reimbursement and

grants.

(2) The director of mental health and addiction services
shall not approve state reimbursement or a state grant unless

all of the following conditions are met:
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(a) The applicant includes with the application a plan
specifying the services, in addition to housing, that will be
provided to persons who will reside in the residential housing.
Services specified may include any of the services described in

section 340.09 of the Revised Code.

(b) The director is satisfied that the residential housing
for severely mentally disabled persons will be developed to
promote the maximum practical integration of severely mentally
disabled persons with persons at the same site who are not

severely mentally disabled.

(c) The use of any funds distributed pursuant to the
reimbursement or grant will not subject any obligation from

which the funds are derived to federal income taxation.

(3) The director may enter into an agreement establishing
terms for any reimbursement or grant approved under this
division with the organization, board, or other government
entity that is the recipient of the reimbursement or grant. Any
such agreement is subject to any covenant or agreement
pertaining to any obligation issued to provide funds for the

reimbursement or grant.

(D) A person residing in residential housing funded at

least in part by assistance provided by the department of mental

health and addiction services under this section shall be asked

the following guestions: "Are vou currently serving, or have vyou

ever served, in the armed forces? Is a member of vour immediate

family currently serving, or have they ever served, in the armed

forces?" The recipient shall not be required to answer the

guestions set forth in this division.

(E) The director of mental health and addiction services
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shall keep the information submitted under this section,

including the name, address, and military status of a person, in

a_database. The director of mental health and addiction services

shall share the information with the department of veterans

services upon the request of the department of veterans

services. The director of mental health and addiction services

shall share the information with the department of development

upon the request of the department of development. Information

shared under this section may be used by the department of

veterans services and the department of development to develop

outreach programs for veterans, service members, and their

families.

Sec. 5120.15. (A) As used in this section, "armed forces"

and "veteran" have the meanings defined in section 5903.01 of

the Revised Code.

(B) The department of rehabilitation and correction shall
regulate the admission and discharge of inmates in the

institutions described in section 5120.05 of the Revised Code.

(C) During the admission process of an inmate, the inmate

shall be asked: "Have vou ever served in the armed forces? Is a

member of vour immediate family currently serving, or have they

ever served, in the armed forces?" The inmate shall be informed

that the inmate is not required to answer the gquestion set forth

in this division.

(D) The director of rehabilitation and correction shall

keep the information submitted under this section, including the

name, location, and military status of each inmate, in a

database. The director of rehabilitation and correction shall

share the information with the department of development or the

department of veterans services upon the request of the
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respective department head. Information shared under this

section may be used by the department of veterans services to

develop outreach programs for veterans and their families.

Information shared under this section may be used by the

department of development for the purpose outlined in section

122.924 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 5902.02. The duties of the director of veterans

services shall include the following:

(A) Furnishing the veterans service commissions of all
counties of the state copies of the state laws, rules, and
legislation relating to the operation of the commissions and

their offices;

(B) Upon application, assisting the general public in
obtaining records of vital statistics pertaining to veterans or

their dependents;

(C) Adopting rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code pertaining to minimum qualifications for hiring,
certifying, and accrediting county veterans service officers,
pertaining to their required duties, and pertaining to
revocation of the certification of county veterans service

officers;

(D) Adopting rules pursuant to Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code for the education, training, certification, and duties of
veterans service commissioners and for the revocation of the

certification of a veterans service commissioner;

(E) Developing and monitoring programs and agreements
enhancing employment and training for veterans in single or

multiple county areas;

(F) Developing and monitoring programs and agreements to
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enable county veterans service commissions to address
homelessness, indigency, and other veteran-related issues

individually or jointly;

(G) Developing and monitoring programs and agreements to
enable state agencies, individually or jointly, that provide
services to veterans, including the veterans' homes operated
under Chapter 5907. of the Revised Code and the director of job
and family services, to address homelessness, indigency,

employment, and other veteran-related issues;

(H) Establishing and providing statistical reporting

formats and procedures for county veterans service commissions;

(I) Publishing electronically a listing of county veterans
service offices and county veterans service commissioners. The
listing shall include the expiration dates of commission
members' terms of office and the organizations they represent;
the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of county veterans
service offices; and the addresses and telephone numbers of the
Ohio offices and headquarters of state and national veterans

service organizations.

(J) Establishing a veterans advisory committee to advise
and assist the department of veterans services in its duties.
Members shall include a member of the national guard association
of the United States who is a resident of this state, a member
of the military officers association of America who is a
resident of this state, a state representative of
congressionally chartered veterans organizations referred to in
section 5901.02 of the Revised Code, a representative of any
other congressionally chartered state veterans organization that
has at least one veterans service commissioner in the state,

three representatives of the Ohio state association of county
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veterans service commissioners, who shall have a combined vote
of one, three representatives of the state association of county
veterans service officers, who shall have a combined vote of
one, one representative of the county commissioners association
of Ohio, who shall be a county commissioner not from the same
county as any of the other county representatives, a
representative of the advisory committee on women veterans, a
representative of a labor organization, and a representative of
the office of the attorney general. The department of veterans
services shall submit to the advisory committee proposed rules
for the committee's operation. The committee may review and
revise these proposed rules prior to submitting them to the

joint committee on agency rule review.

(K) Adopting, with the advice and assistance of the
veterans advisory committee, policy and procedural guidelines
that the veterans service commissions shall adhere to in the
development and implementation of rules, policies, procedures,
and guidelines for the administration of Chapter 5901. of the
Revised Code. The department of veterans services shall adopt no
guidelines or rules regulating the purposes, scope, duration, or
amounts of financial assistance provided to applicants pursuant
to sections 5901.01 to 5901.15 of the Revised Code. The director
of veterans services may obtain opinions from the office of the
attorney general regarding rules, policies, procedures, and
guidelines of the veterans service commissions and may enforce

compliance with Chapter 5901. of the Revised Code.

(L) Receiving copies of form DD214 filed in accordance
with the director's guidelines adopted under division (L) of
this section from members of veterans service commissions
appointed under section 5901.02 and from county veterans service

officers employed under section 5901.07 of the Revised Code;
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(M) Developing and maintaining and improving a resource, 541
such as a telephone answering point or a web site, by means of 542
which veterans and their dependents, through a single portal, 543
can access multiple sources of information and interaction with 544
regard to the rights of, and the benefits available to, veterans 545
and their dependents. The director of veterans services may 546
enter into agreements with state and federal agencies, with 547
agencies of political subdivisions, with state and local 548
instrumentalities, and with private entities as necessary to 549
make the resource as complete as is possible. 550

(N) (1) Planning, organizing, advertising, and conducting 551
outreach efforts, such as conferences and fairs, at which 552
veterans and their dependents may meet, learn about the 553
organization and operation of the department of veterans 554
services and of veterans service commissions, and obtain 555
information about the rights of, and the benefits and services 556
available to, veterans and their dependents; 557

(2) Developing, conducting, and maintaining an outreach 558
program in accordance with sections 175.052, 3301.61, 3333.96, 559
3345.421, 3735.42, 4123.071, 5101.50, 5119.142, 5120.15, and 560
5903.03 of the Revised Code for the purpose of connecting 561
veterans with their earned benefits and services; 562

(O) Advertising, in print, on radio and television, and 563
otherwise, the rights of, and the benefits and services 564
available to, veterans and their dependents; 565

(P) Developing and advocating improved benefits and 566
services for, and improved delivery of benefits and services to, 567
veterans and their dependents; 568

(Q) Searching for, identifying, and reviewing statutory 569
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and administrative policies that relate to veterans and their
dependents and reporting to the general assembly statutory and
administrative policies that should be consolidated in whole or
in part within the organization of the department of veterans
services to unify funding, delivery, and accounting of statutory
and administrative policy expressions that relate particularly

to veterans and their dependents;

(R) Encouraging veterans service commissions to innovate
and otherwise to improve efficiency in delivering benefits and
services to veterans and their dependents and to report
successful innovations and efficiencies to the director of

veterans services;

(S) Publishing and encouraging adoption of successful
innovations and efficiencies veterans service commissions have
achieved in delivering benefits and services to veterans and

their dependents;

(T) Establishing advisory committees, in addition to the
veterans advisory committee established under division (K) of

this section, on veterans issues;

(U) Developing and maintaining a relationship with the
United States department of veterans affairs, seeking optimal
federal benefits and services for Ohio veterans and their
dependents, and encouraging veterans service commissions to
maximize the federal benefits and services to which veterans and

their dependents are entitled;

(V) Developing and maintaining relationships with the
several veterans organizations, encouraging the organizations in
their efforts at assisting veterans and their dependents, and

advocating for adequate state subsidization of the
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organizations; 599

(W) Requiring the several veterans organizations that 600
receive funding from the state annually, not later than the 601
thirtieth day of July, to report to the director of veterans 602
services and prescribing the form and content of the report; 603

(X) Reviewing the reports submitted to the director under 604
division (W) of this section within thirty days of receipt and 605
informing the veterans organization of any deficiencies that 606
exist in the organization's report and that funding will not be 607
released until the deficiencies have been corrected and a 608
satisfactory report submitted; 609

(Y) Releasing funds and processing payments to veterans 610
organizations when a report submitted to the director under 611
division (W) of this section has been reviewed and determined to 612
be satisfactory; 613

(Z) Furnishing copies of all reports that the director of 614
veterans services has determined have been submitted 615
satisfactorily under division (W) of this section to the 616
chairperson of the finance committees of the general assembly; 617

(AA) Investigating complaints against county veterans 618
services commissioners and county veterans service officers if 619
the director reasonably believes the investigation to be 620
appropriate and necessary; 621

(BB) Developing and maintaining a web site that is 622
accessible by veterans and their dependents and provides a link 623
to the web site of each state agency that issues a license, 624
certificate, or other authorization permitting an individual to 625
engage in an occupation or occupational activity; 626

(CC) Encouraging state agencies to conduct outreach 627
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efforts through which veterans and their dependents can learn

about available job and education benefits;

(DD) Informing state agencies about changes in statutes

and rules that affect veterans and their dependents;

(EE) Assisting licensing agencies in adopting rules under

section 5903.03 of the Revised Code;

(FF) Administering the provision of grants from the
military injury relief fund under section 5902.05 of the Revised

Code;
(GG) Taking any other actions required by this chapter.

Sec. 5903.03. (A) As used in this section, "military
program of training" means a training program of the armed

forces.

(B) Notwithstanding any provision of the Revised Code to
the contrary, a licensing agency shall consider an applicant for

a license:

(1) To have met the educational requirement for that
license if the applicant has completed a military program of
training and has been awarded a military primary specialty at a
level that is substantially equivalent to or exceeds the

educational requirement for that license; and

(2) To have met the experience requirement for that
license i1if the applicant has served in that military primary
specialty under honorable conditions for a period of time that
is substantially equivalent to or exceeds the experience

requirement for that license.

(C) Each licensing agency, not later than June 30, 2014,

shall adopt rules under Chapter 119. of the Revised Code
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regarding which military programs of training, military primary
specialties, and lengths of service are substantially equivalent
to or exceed the educational and experience requirements for

each license that agency issues.

(D) A licensing agency described in this section shall

provide the name, address, and military status of an individual

applving for a credential under this section to the department

of development or the department of veterans services, depending

on the individual's military status, for official government

purposes regarding benefits and services.

Section 2. That existing sections 175.052, 3301.61,
3333.164, 3345.421, 3735.42, 5101.27, 5119.42, 5120.15, 5902.02,

and 5903.03 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.
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