As Passed by the House

135th General Assembly
Regular Session Sub. H. B. No. 52

2023-2024
Representatives Fowler Arthur, John

Cosponsors: Representatives Brennan, Miller, A., Hall, Gross, Ferguson, Schmidt,
Holmes, Jones, Manchester, Mathews, Young, B., Lear, King, Plummer, Stein,
Creech, McClain, Click, Williams, Stewart, Kick, Forhan, Thomas, C., Abdullahi,
Baker, Barhorst, Bird, Blackshear, Brent, Brewer, Brown, Carruthers, Claggett,
Cross, Cutrona, Dell'Aquila, Demetriou, Dobos, Edwards, Galonski, Ghanbari,
Grim, Hillyer, Hoops, Humphrey, Isaacsohn, Jarrells, Johnson, Klopfenstein,
Loychik, McNally, Miller, K., Miller, M., Mohamed, Pavliga, Peterson, Robb Blasdel,
Santucci, Somani, Thomas, J., Weinstein, White, Wiggam, Willis

A BILL

To amend sections 505.38, 737.22, 4765.10, 4765.11,
4765.15, 4765.16, 4765.17, 4765.18, 4765.22,
4765.23, 4765.24, 4765.29, 4765.30, 4765.31,
4765.49, 4765.50, and 4765.55 of the Revised
Code to restore law related to emergency medical
services training and continuing education
programs and EMS and fire instructor
certification, to amend the versions of sections
4765.10, 4765.11, 4765.30, and 4765.55 of the
Revised Code that are scheduled to take effect
on December 29, 2023, to continue the changes on
and after that date, and to declare an

emergency.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF OHIO:

Section 1. That sections 505.38, 737.22, 4765.10, 4765.11,
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4765.15, 4765.16, 4765.17, 4765.18, 4765.22, 4765.23, 4765.24,
4765.29, 4765.30, 4765.31, 4765.49, 4765.50, and 4765.55 of the

Revised Code be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 505.38. (A) In each township or fire district that
has a fire department, the head of the department shall be a
fire chief, appointed by the board of township trustees, except
that, in a joint fire district, the fire chief shall be
appointed by the board of fire district trustees. Neither this
section nor any other section of the Revised Code requires, or
shall be construed to require, that the fire chief be a resident

of the township or fire district.

The board shall provide for the employment of firefighters
as it considers best and shall fix their compensation. No person
shall be appointed as a permanent full-time paid member, whose
duties include fire fighting, of the fire department of any
township or fire district unless that person has received a
certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or section
4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion
of a firefighter training program. Those appointees shall
continue in office until removed from office as provided by
sections 733.35 to 733.39 of the Revised Code. To initiate
removal proceedings, and for that purpose, the board shall
designate the fire chief or a private citizen to investigate the
conduct and prepare the necessary charges in conformity with

those sections.

In case of the removal of a fire chief or any member of
the fire department of a township or fire district, an appeal
may be had from the decision of the board to the court of common
pleas of the county in which the township or fire district fire

department is situated to determine the sufficiency of the cause
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of removal. The appeal from the findings of the board shall be

taken within ten days.

No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter of
the fire department of any township or fire district shall

remain in that position unless either of the following applies:

(1) Within one year of the appointment, the person has
received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 of
the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of the Revised Code
evidencing satisfactory completion of a firefighter training

program.

(2) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a city or wvillage prior
to July 2, 1970, or as a volunteer firefighter with the fire
department of a city, village, or other township or fire

district prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a certificate

o

ef—section 4765.55 of the Revised

issued under divisien—c+

Code.

No person shall receive an appointment under this section,
in the case of a volunteer firefighter, unless the person has,
not more than sixty days prior to receiving the appointment,
passed a physical examination, given by a licensed physician, a
physician assistant, a clinical nurse specialist, a certified
nurse practitioner, or a certified nurse-midwife, showing that
the person meets the physical requirements necessary to perform
the duties of the position to which the person is appointed as
established by the board of township trustees having
jurisdiction over the appointment. The appointing authority,
prior to making an appointment, shall file with the Ohio police
and fire pension fund or the local volunteer fire fighters'

dependents fund board a copy of the report or findings of that
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licensed physician, physician assistant, clinical nurse
specialist, certified nurse practitioner, or certified nurse-
midwife. The professional fee for the physical examination shall

be paid for by the board of township trustees.

(B) In each township not having a fire department, the
board of township trustees shall appoint a fire prevention
officer who shall exercise all of the duties of a fire chief
except those involving the maintenance and operation of fire
apparatus. The board may appoint one or more deputy fire
prevention officers who shall exercise the duties assigned by

the fire prevention officer.

The board may fix the compensation for the fire prevention
officer and the fire prevention officer's deputies as it
considers best. The board shall appoint each fire prevention
officer and deputy for a one-year term. An appointee may be
reappointed at the end of a term to another one-year term. Any
appointee may be removed from office during a term as provided
by sections 733.35 to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Section 505.45

of the Revised Code extends to those officers.

(C) (1) Division (A) of this section does not apply to any
township that has a population of ten thousand or more persons
residing within the township and outside of any municipal
corporation, that has its own fire department employing ten or
more full-time paid employees, and that has a civil service
commission established under division (B) of section 124.40 of
the Revised Code. The township shall comply with the procedures
for the employment, promotion, and discharge of firefighters
provided by Chapter 124. of the Revised Code, except as

otherwise provided in divisions (C) (2) and (3) of this section.

(2) The board of township trustees of the township may
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appoint the fire chief, and any person so appointed shall be in
the unclassified service under section 124.11 of the Revised
Code and shall serve at the pleasure of the board. Neither this
section nor any other section of the Revised Code requires, or
shall be construed to require, that the fire chief be a resident
of the township. A person who 1is appointed fire chief under
these conditions and who is removed by the board or resigns from
the position is entitled to return to the classified service in
the township fire department in the position held just prior to

the appointment as fire chief.

(3) The appointing authority of an urban township, as
defined in section 504.01 of the Revised Code, may appoint to a
vacant position any one of the three highest scorers on the

eligible list for a promotional examination.

(4) The board of township trustees shall determine the
number of personnel required and establish salary schedules and
conditions of employment not in conflict with Chapter 124. of

the Revised Code.

(5) No person shall receive an original appointment as a
permanent full-time paid member of the fire department of the
township described in this division unless the person has
received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or
section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing the satisfactory

completion of a firefighter training program.

(6) Persons employed as firefighters in the township
described in this division on the date a civil service
commission is appointed pursuant to division (B) of section
124.40 of the Revised Code, without being required to pass a
competitive examination or a firefighter training program, shall

retain their employment and any rank previously granted them by
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action of the board of township trustees or otherwise, but those
persons are eligible for promotion only by compliance with

Chapter 124. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 737.22. (A) Each village establishing a fire
department shall have a fire chief as the department's head,
appointed by the mayor with the advice and consent of the
legislative authority of the village, who shall continue in
office until removed from office as provided by sections 733.35
to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Neither this section nor any
other section of the Revised Code requires, or shall be
construed to require, that the fire chief be a resident of the

village.

In each village not having a fire department, the mayor
shall, with the advice and consent of the legislative authority
of the village, appoint a fire prevention officer who shall
exercise all of the duties of a fire chief except those

involving the maintenance and operation of fire apparatus.

The legislative authority of the village may fix the
compensation it considers best. The appointee shall continue in
office until removed from office as provided by sections 733.35
to 733.39 of the Revised Code. Section 737.23 of the Revised

Code shall extend to the officer.

(B) The legislative authority of the village may provide
for the appointment of permanent full-time paid firefighters as
it considers best and fix their compensation, or for the
services of volunteer firefighters, who shall be appointed by
the mayor with the advice and consent of the legislative
authority, and shall continue in office until removed from

office.
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(1) No person shall be appointed as a permanent full-time
paid firefighter of a village fire department, unless either of

the following applies:

(a) The person has received a certificate issued under
former section 3303.07 of the Revised Code or section 4765.55 of
the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory completion of a

firefighter training program.

(b) The person began serving as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a city or other village
prior to July 2, 1970, and receives a fire training certificate

issued under section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

(2) No person who is appointed as a volunteer firefighter
of a village fire department shall remain in that position,

unless either of the following applies:

(a) Within one year of the appointment, the person has
received a certificate issued under former section 3303.07 or
section 4765.55 of the Revised Code evidencing satisfactory

completion of a firefighter training program.

(b) The person has served as a permanent full-time paid
firefighter with the fire department of a city or other village
prior to July 2, 1970, or as a volunteer firefighter with the
fire department of a city, township, fire district, or other

village prior to July 2, 1979, and receives a certificate issued

o

r—ef—section 4765.55 of the Revised Code.

under eivisieon—cr+

(3) No person shall receive an appointment under this
section unless the person has, not more than sixty days prior to
receiving the appointment, passed a physical examination, given
by a licensed physician, a physician assistant, a clinical nurse

specialist, a certified nurse practitioner, or a certified
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nurse-midwife, showing that the person meets the physical
requirements necessary to perform the duties of the position to
which the person is to be appointed as established by the
legislative authority of the village. The appointing authority
shall, prior to making an appointment, file with the Ohio police
and fire pension fund or the local volunteer fire fighters'
dependents fund board a copy of the report or findings of that
licensed physician, physician assistant, clinical nurse
specialist, certified nurse practitioner, or certified nurse-
midwife. The professional fee for the physical examination shall

be paid for by the legislative authority of the village.

Sec. 4765.10. (A) The state board of emergency medical,

fire, and transportation services shall do all of the following:

(1) Administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter

and the rules adopted under it;

(2) Approve, in accordance with procedures established in
rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code,
examinations that demonstrate competence to have a certificate

to practice renewed without completing a continuing education

reguirementsprogram;

(3) Advise applicants for state or federal emergency
medical services funds, review and comment on applications for
these funds, and approve the use of all state and federal funds
designated solely for emergency medical service programs unless
federal law requires another state agency to approve the use of

all such federal funds;

(4) Serve as a statewide clearinghouse for discussion,

inquiry, and complaints concerning emergency medical services;

(5) Make recommendations to the general assembly on
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legislation to improve the delivery of emergency medical

services;

(6) Maintain a toll-free long distance telephone number
through which it shall respond to gquestions about emergency

medical services;

(7) Work with appropriate state offices in coordinating
the training of firefighters and emergency medical service
personnel. Other state offices that are involved in the training
of firefighters or emergency medical service personnel shall
cooperate with the board and its committees and subcommittees to

achieve this goal.

(8) Provide a liaison to the state emergency operation
center during those periods when a disaster, as defined in
section 5502.21 of the Revised Code, has occurred in this state
and the governor has declared an emergency as defined in that

section.
(B) The board may do any of the following:

(1) Investigate complaints concerning emergency medical
services and emergency medical service organizations as it

determines necessary;

(2) Enter into reciprocal agreements with other states
that have standards for accreditation of emergency medical
services training apd—eeoptimpging—eduecation—programs and for
certification of first responders, EMTs-basic, EMTs-I,
paramedics, firefighters, or fire safety inspectors that are
substantially similar to those established under this chapter

and the rules adopted under it;

(3) Establish a statewide public information system and

public education programs regarding emergency medical services;
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(4) Establish an injury prevention program.

(C) The state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services shall not regulate any profession that
otherwise is regulated by another board, commission, or similar

regulatory entity.

Sec. 4765.11. (A) The state board of emergency medical,
fire, and transportation services shall adopt, and may amend and
rescind, rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code and divisions (C) and (D) of this section that establish

all of the following:

(1) Procedures for its governance and the control of its

actions and business affairs;

(2) Standards for the performance of emergency medical
services by first responders, emergency medical technicians-
basic, emergency medical technicians-intermediate, and emergency

medical technicians-paramedic;

(3) Application fees for certificates of accreditation,

certificates of approval, certificates to teach, and

certificates to practice, which shall be deposited into the
trauma and emergency medical services fund created in section

4513.263 of the Revised Code;

(4) Criteria for determining when the application or
renewal fee for a certificate to practice may be waived because

an applicant cannot afford to pay the fee;

(5) Procedures for issuance and renewal of certificates of

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,

and certificates to practice, including any measures necessary
to implement section 9.79 of the Revised Code and any procedures

necessary to ensure that adequate notice of renewal is provided

Page 10

251

252
253
254
255

256
257
258
259
260

261
262

263
264
265
266

267
268
269
270
271

272
273
274

275
276
277
278
279



Sub. H. B. No. 52
As Passed by the House

in accordance with division (D) of section 4765.30 of the

Revised Code;

(6) Procedures for suspending or revoking certificates of

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,

and certificates to practice;

(7) Grounds for suspension or revocation of a certificate
to practice issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code and
for taking any other disciplinary action against a first

responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(8) Procedures for taking disciplinary action against a

first responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(9) Standards for certificates of accreditation_and

certificates of approval;

(10) Qualifications for certificates to teach;
(11) Requirements for a certificate to practice;

(12) The curricula, number of hours of instruction and

training, and instructional materials to be used in adult and

pediatric emergency medical services training anad—eentinuineg—

edueatieor—programs_and adult and pediatric emergency medical

services continuing education programs;

(13) Procedures for conducting courses in recognizing
symptoms of life-threatening allergic reactions and in
calculating proper dosage levels and administering injections of
epinephrine to adult and pediatric patients who suffer life-

threatening allergic reactions;

(14) Examinations for certificates to practice;

(15) Procedures for administering examinations for
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certificates to practice; 307

(16) Procedures for approving examinations that 308
demonstrate competence to have a certificate to practice renewed 309
without completing an emergency medical services continuing 310
education reeguirememtsprogram; 311

(17) Procedures for granting extensions and exemptions of 312
emergency medical services continuing education requirements; 313

(18) Specifications of the emergency medical services that 314
first responders are authorized to perform under section 4765.35 315
of the Revised Code, that EMTs-basic are authorized to perform 316
under section 4765.37 of the Revised Code, that EMTs-I are 317
authorized to perform under section 4765.38 of the Revised Code, 318
and that paramedics are authorized to perform under section 319
4765.39 of the Revised Code; 320

(19) Standards and procedures for implementing the 321
requirements of section 4765.06 of the Revised Code, including 322
designations of the persons who are required to report 323
information to the board and the types of information to be 324
reported; 325

(20) Procedures for administering the emergency medical 326
services grant program established under section 4765.07 of the 327
Revised Code; 328

(21) Procedures consistent with Chapter 119. of the 329
Revised Code for appealing decisions of the board; 330

(22) Minimum qualifications and peer review and quality 331
improvement requirements for persons who provide medical 332
direction to emergency medical service personnel, including, 333
subject to division (B) of section 4765.42 of the Revised Code, 334

qualifications for a physician to be eligible to serve as the 335



Sub. H. B. No. 52
As Passed by the House

medical director of an emergency medical service organization or

a member of its cooperating physician advisory board;

(23) The manner in which a patient, or a patient's parent,
guardian, or custodian, may consent to the board releasing
identifying information about the patient under division (D) of

section 4765.102 of the Revised Code;

(24) Circumstances under which a training er—eentinuineg—

edgeatien—program or continuing education program, or portion of

either tvype of program, may be taught by a person who does not

hold a certificate to teach issued under section 4765.23 of the

Revised Code;

(25) Certification cycles for certificates issued under
sections 4765.23 and 4765.30 of the Revised Code and
certificates issued by the executive director of the state board
of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services under

section 4765.55 of the Revised Code that establish a common

expiration date for all certificates+
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+er—TFhe——steps—any perseon—certified asanemergeney medieal— 365
instructeor or an—crergeney medical services—eontinuing education 366
teacherprior—+to—+the effeetive dateof +this amendment——shall +take— 367
Sy J_CL.,GLJI_JJ A2 e L.,J‘_J_J._\./GLL.J._\JIL T IT A\ B W B wg tu tCGLL/h buth tJ-G\.J‘_ll.J._J.J\j aTK 368
eeortinting——edueation—ecourses. 369

(B) The board may adopt, and may amend and rescind, rules 370
in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and 371
divisions (C) and (D) of this section that establish any of the 372
following: 373

(1) Specifications of information that may be collected 374
under the trauma system registry and incidence reporting system 375
created under section 4765.06 of the Revised Code; 376

(2) Standards and procedures for implementing any of the 377
recommendations made by any committees of the board or under 378
section 4765.04 of the Revised Code; 379

(3) Procedures and requirements for conducting background 380
checks on applicants for the issuance and renewal of 381
certificates of accreditation, certificates of approval, 382
certificates to teach, and certificates to practice in 383
accordance with section 109.578 of the Revised Code; 384

(4) Any other rules necessary to implement this chapter. 385

(C) In developing and administering rules adopted under 386
this chapter, the state board of emergency medical, fire, and 387
transportation services shall consult with regional directors 388
and regional advisory boards appointed under section 4765.05 of 389
the Revised Code and emphasize the special needs of pediatric 390
and geriatric patients. 391

(D) on—anrd—after—+theeffeetive dateof +this amendment—+the 392

etiee 393
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+E)—Except as otherwise provided in this division, before
adopting, amending, or rescinding any rule under this chapter,

the board shall submit the proposed rule to the director of
public safety for review. The director may review the proposed
rule for not more than sixty days after the date it is
submitted. If, within this sixty-day period, the director
approves the proposed rule or does not notify the board that the
rule is disapproved, or rescind the

the board may adopt, amend,

rule as proposed. If, within this sixty-day period, the director
notifies the board that the proposed rule is disapproved, the
board shall not adopt, amend, or rescind the rule as proposed
unless at least twelve members of the board vote to adopt,

amend, or rescind it.

This division does not apply to an emergency rule adopted

in accordance with section 119.03 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.15. A person seeking to operate an emergency

medical services training apd—eeorptipving—eduyecation—program shall

submit a completed application for accreditation to the state
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board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services on
a form the board shall prescribe and furnish. The application
shall be accompanied by the appropriate application fee
established in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the

Revised Code.

A person seeking to operate an emergency medical services

continuing education program shall submit a completed

application for approval to the board on a form the board shall

prescribe and furnish. The application shall be accompanied by

the appropriate application fee established in rules adopted

under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

The board shall administer the accreditation gp¥eeess—and

approval processes pursuant to rules adopted under section

4765.11 of the Revised Code. In administering £his—preeessthese

processes, the board may authorize other persons to evaluate

applications for accreditation or approval and may accept the

recommendations made by those persons.

The board may cause an investigation to be made into the
accuracy of the information submitted in any application for

accreditation_or approval. If an investigation indicates that

false, misleading, or incomplete information has been submitted
to the board in connection with any application for

accreditation_or approval, the board shall conduct a hearing on

the matter in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.16. (A) All courses offered through an emergency

medical services training apd—eerptimving—edueation—program_or an

emergency medical services continuing education program, other

than an ambulance driving course and the dementia-related
training course developed under section 4765.162 of the Revised

Code, shall be developed under the direction of a physician who
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specializes in emergency medicine. Each course that deals with 454
trauma care shall be developed in consultation with a physician 455
who specializes in trauma surgery. 456

Except as specified by the state board of emergency 457
medical, fire, and transportation services pursuant to rules 458
adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code, each course 459
offered through a training asrd—eerptirmuing—edueation—program or 460
continuing education program shall be taught by a person who 461
holds the appropriate certificate to teach issued under section 462
4765.23 of the Revised Code. 463

(B) A++—A training program for first responders shall meet 464
the standards established in rules adopted by the board under 465
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. The #raimimeg—program shall 466
include courses in each of the following areas for at least the 467
number of hours established by the board's rules: 468

(1) Emergency victim care; 469

(2) Reading and interpreting a trauma victim's vital 470
signs; 471

(3) Identifying and interacting with individuals with 4772
dementia, as provided in the dementia-related training course 473
developed under section 4765.162 of the Revised Code. 474

(C) AX+—A training program for emergency medical 475
technicians-basic shall meet the standards established in rules 476
adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. 477
The +¥aining—program shall include courses in each of the 478
following areas for at least the number of hours established by 479
the board's rules: 480

(1) Emergency victim care; 481
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(2) Reading and interpreting a trauma victim's wvital

signs;

(3) Triage protocols for adult and pediatric trauma

victims;
(4) In-hospital training;
(5) Clinical training;
(6) Training as an ambulance driver;

(7) Identifying and interacting with individuals with
dementia, as provided in the dementia-related training course

developed under section 4765.162 of the Revised Code.

Each operator of a training and—eeontimuingeducation—

program for emergency medical technicians-basic shall allow any
pupil in the twelfth grade in a secondary school who is at least
seventeen years old and who otherwise meets the requirements for
admission into such a training program to be admitted to and
complete the program and, as part of the training, to ride in an
ambulance with emergency medical technicians-basic, emergency
medical technicians-intermediate, and emergency medical
technicians-paramedic. Each emergency medical service
organization shall allow pupils participating in training
programs to ride in an ambulance with emergency medical
technicians-basic, advanced emergency medical technicians-

intermediate, and emergency medical technicians-paramedic.

(D) AX+—A training program for emergency medical
technicians-intermediate shall meet the standards established in
rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. The £raimimg—program shall include, or require as a
prerequisite, the training specified in division (C) of this

section and courses in each of the following areas for at least
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the number of hours established by the board's rules:

(1) Recognizing symptoms of life-threatening allergic
reactions and in calculating proper dosage levels and
administering injections of epinephrine to persons who suffer
life-threatening allergic reactions, conducted in accordance
with rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the

Revised Code;
(2) Venous access procedures;

(3) Cardiac monitoring and electrical interventions to

support or correct the cardiac function.

(E) A3+—A training program for emergency medical
technicians-paramedic shall meet the standards established in
rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. The #£radmimg—program shall include, or require as a
prerequisite, the training specified in divisions (C) and (D) of
this section and courses in each of the following areas for at

least the number of hours established by the board's rules:
(1) Medical terminology;
(2) Venous access procedures;
(3) Airway procedures;
(4) Patient assessment and triage;

(5) Acute cardiac care, including administration of
parenteral injections, electrical interventions, and other

emergency medical services;

(6) Emergency and trauma victim care beyond that required

under division (C) of this section;

(7) Clinical training beyond that required under division
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(C) of this section.

(F) A3++—A continuing education program for first
responders, EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, or paramedics shall meet the
standards established in rules adopted by the board under
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. A++—A continuing education
program shall include instruction and training in subjects
established by the board's rules for at least the number of
hours established by the board's rules. €emtimuing—A continuing

education program also shall include instruction in identifying
and interacting with individuals with dementia, as provided in
the dementia-related training course developed under section
4765.162 of the Revised Code. The continuing education
requirements for paramedics shall not require more than seventy-
five hours of continuing education for every three-year

certification cycle.

Sec. 4765.17. (A) The state board of emergency medical,
fire, and transportation services shall issue the appropriate

certificate of accreditation or certificate of approval to an

applicant who meets the requirements of section 4765.16 of the
Revised Code. The board shall grant or deny a certificate of

accreditation or certificate of approval within one hundred

twenty days of receipt of the application. The board may issue a

certificate of accreditation or certificate of approval on a

provisional basis to an applicant who is in substantial
compliance with the requirements of section 4765.16 of the
Revised Code or renew a certificate of accreditation or

certificate of approval on a provisional basis to an applicant

who is of good reputation and is in substantial compliance with
the requirements of section 4765.16 of the Revised Code. The
board shall inform an applicant receiving such a certificate of

the conditions that must be met to complete compliance with
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section 4765.16 of the Revised Code. 569

(B) Except as provided in division (C) of this section, a 570
certificate of accreditation or certificate of approval is valid 571
for up to five years and may be renewed by the board pursuant to 572
procedures and standards established in rules adopted under 573
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. An application for renewal 574
shall be accompanied by the appropriate renewal fee established 575
in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code. 576

(C) A certificate of accreditation or certificate of 577
approval issued on a provisional basis is valid for the length 578
of time established by the board. If the board finds that the 579
holder of such a certificate has met the conditions it specifies 580
under division (A) of this section, the board shall issue the 581
appropriate certificate of accreditation_or certificate of 582
approval. 583

(D) A certificate of accreditation is valid only for the 584
emergency medical services training amgd—eentinving—edueation— 585
program or programs for which it is issued. The holder of a 586
certificate of accreditation may apply to operate additional 587
training amd—eentinving—edueation—programs in accordance with 588
rules adopted by the board under section 4765.11 of the Revised 589
Code. Any additional training aad—eentimuingedueatien—programs 590
shall expire on the expiration date of the applicant's current 591
certificate. A certificate of meereditatiom—approval is valid 592
only for the emergency medical services continuing education 593
program for which it is issued. Neither is met—transferable. 594

(E) The holder of a certificate of accreditation or _ 595
certificate of approval may offer courses at more than one 596
location in accordance with rules adopted under section 4765.11 597

of the Revised Code. 598
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Sec. 4765.18. The state board of emergency medical, fire,
and transportation services may suspend or revoke a certificate

of accreditation or a certificate of approval issued under

section 4765.17 of the Revised Code for any of the following

reasons:

(A) Violation of this chapter or any rule adopted under

it;

(B) Furnishing of false, misleading, or incomplete

information to the board;

(C) The signing of an application or the holding of a
certificate of accreditation by a person who has pleaded guilty
to or has been convicted of a felony, or has pleaded guilty to

or been convicted of a crime involving moral turpitude;

(D) The signing of an application or the holding of a
certificate of accreditation by a person who is addicted to the
use of any controlled substance or has been adjudicated
incompetent for that purpose by a court, as provided in section

5122.301 of the Revised Code;

(E) Violation of any commitment made in an application for

a certificate of accreditation or certificate of approval;

(F) Presentation to prospective students of misleading,

false, or fraudulent information relating to the emergency

medical services training apd—eemptimuing—eduesgtion—program_or

emergency medical services continuing education program,

employment opportunities, or opportunities for enrollment in
accredited institutions of higher education after entering or

completing courses offered by the operator of a program;

(G) Failure to maintain in a safe and sanitary condition

premises and equipment used in conducting courses of study;
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(H) Failure to maintain financial resources adequate for
the satisfactory conduct of courses of study or to retain a

sufficient number of certified instructors;

(I) Discrimination in the acceptance of students upon the

basis of race, color, religion, sex, or national origin.

Sec. 4765.22. A person seeking a certificate to teach in

an emergency medical services training amd—eentinuingeduecation—

program or an emerdgency medical services continuing education

program shall submit a completed application for certification
to the state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services on a form the board shall prescribe and
furnish. The application shall be accompanied by the appropriate
application fee established in rules adopted under section

4765.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.23. The state board of emergency medical, fire,
and transportation services shall issue a certificate to teach

in an emergency medical services training apd—eoptipyine—

edgeatien—program or an emergency medical services continuing

education program to any applicant who it determines meets the

qualifications established in rules adopted under section
4765.11 of the Revised Code. The certificate shall indicate #he—
each type of instruction and training the certificate holder may

teach under the certificate.

A certificate to teach shall have a certification cycle
established by the board and may be renewed by the board
pursuant to rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. An application for renewal shall be accompanied by the
appropriate renewal fee established in rules adopted under

section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.
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The board may suspend or revoke a certificate to teach
pursuant to rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised

Code.

Sec. 4765.24. The operator of an accredited training aae—
eontinging—edueatieon—program for first responders shall issue a
certificate of completion in first responder training to each
student who successfully completes the training program
described in division (B) of section 4765.16 of the Revised

Code.

The operator of an accredited training and—eentinuing—
edgeatien—program for emergency medical technicians-basic shall

issue a certificate of completion in emergency medical services
training-basic to each student who successfully completes the
EMT-basic £raiming—program described in division (C) of section
4765.16 of the Revised Code.

The operator of an accredited training and—eentingine—

edueatien—program for emergency medical technicians-intermediate
shall issue a certificate of completion in emergency medical
services training-intermediate to each student who successfully
completes the EMT-1 £¥raiming—program described in division (D)
of section 4765.16 of the Revised Code.

The operator of an accredited training and—eentimuing
edgeatien—program for emergency medical technicians-paramedic
shall issue a certificate of completion in emergency medical
services training-paramedic to each student who successfully
completes the training program described in division (E) of

section 4765.16 of the Revised Code.

The operator of an aeeredited—training—and—approved

emergency medical services continuing education program shall
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issue the appropriate certificate of completion in emergency

medical services continuing education to each student who

successfully completes amy—a continuing education reguirements
program described in division (F) of section 4765.16 of the

Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.29. (A) The state board of emergency medical,
fire, and transportation services shall provide for the
examination of applicants for certification to practice as first
responders, emergency medical technicians-basic, emergency
medical technicians-intermediate, and emergency medical
technicians-paramedic. The examinations shall be established by
the board in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. The board may administer the examinations or contract with
other persons to administer the examinations. In either case,
the examinations shall be administered pursuant to procedures
established in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the
Revised Code and shall be offered at various locations in the

state selected by the board.

Except as provided in division (B) of this section, an
applicant shall not be permitted to take an examination for the
same certificate to practice more than three times since last
receiving the certificate of completion pursuant to section
4765.24 of the Revised Code that qualifies the applicant to take
the examination unless the applicant receives another
certificate of completion that qualifies the applicant to take

the examination.

(B) On request of an applicant who fails three
examinations for the same certificate to practice, the board may
direct the applicant to complete a specific portion of an

accredited emergency medical services training amd—eentinuineg—
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edgeatien—program. If the applicant provides satisfactory proof
to the board that the applicant has successfully completed that
portion of the program, the applicant shall be permitted to take

the examination.

Sec. 4765.30. All of the following apply to the state
board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services

with respect to issuing and renewing certificates to practice:

(A) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as a
first responder to an applicant who meets all of the following

conditions:

(1) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(3) Is not in wviolation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;

(4) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(B) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as an
emergency medical technician-basic to an applicant who meets all

of the following conditions:

(1) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(3) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;
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(4) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(C) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as an
emergency medical technician-intermediate or emergency medical
technician-paramedic to an applicant who meets all of the

following conditions:

(1) Holds a certificate to practice as an emergency

medical technician-basic;

(2) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(3) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(4) Is not in wviolation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;

(5) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(D) A certificate to practice shall have a certification
cycle established by the board and may be renewed by the board
pursuant to rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. Not later than sixty days prior to the expiration date of
an individual's certificate to practice, the board shall notify

the individual of the scheduled expiration.

An application for renewal shall be accompanied by the
appropriate renewal fee established in rules adopted under
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code, unless the board waives the
fee on determining pursuant to those rules that the applicant
cannot afford to pay the fee. Except as provided in division (B)

of section 4765.31 of the Revised Code, the application shall
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include evidence of either of the following:

(1) That the applicant received a certificate of
completion from the appropriate emergency medical services
raining—and—continuing education program pursuant to section
4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) That the applicant has successfully passed an
examination that demonstrates the competence to have a
certificate renewed without completing an emergency medical
services continuing education reeuirememtsprogram. The board
shall approve such examinations in accordance with rules adopted

under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(E) The board shall not require an applicant for renewal
of a certificate to practice to take an examination as a
condition of renewing the certificate. This division does not
preclude the use of examinations by operators of aeceredited—
approved emergency medical services #£radming—and—continuing
education programs as a condition for issuance of a certificate
of completion in emergency medical services continuing

education.

Sec. 4765.31. (A) Except as provided in division (B) of
this section, a first responder, emergency medical technician-
basic, emergency medical technician-intermediate, and emergency

medical technician-paramedic shall complete &++—an emergency

medical services continuing education *reeirememEs—program or
pass an examination approved by the state board of emergency
medical, fire, and transportation services under division (A) of
section 4765.10 of the Revised Code prior to the expiration of
the individual's certificate to practice. Completion of the
continuing education requirements for EMTs-I or paramedics

satisfies the continuing education requirements for renewing the
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certificate to practice as an EMT-basic held by an EMT-I or

paramedic.

(B) (1) An applicant for renewal of a certificate to
practice may apply to the board, in writing, for an extension to
complete the continuing education requirements established under
division (A) of this section. The board may grant such an
extension and determine the length of the extension. The board
may authorize the applicant to continue to practice during the

extension as if the certificate to practice had not expired.

(2) An applicant for renewal of a certificate to practice
may apply to the board, in writing, for an exemption from the
continuing education requirements established under division (A)
of this section. The board may exempt an individual or a group
of individuals from all or any part of the continuing education
requirements due to active military service, unusual
circumstance, emergency, special hardship, or any other cause

considered reasonable by the board.

(C) Decisions of whether to grant an extension or
exemption under division (B) of this section shall be made by
the board pursuant to procedures established in rules adopted

under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.49. (A) A first responder, emergency medical
technician-basic, emergency medical technician-intermediate, or
emergency medical technician-paramedic is not liable in damages
in a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person or
property resulting from the individual's administration of
emergency medical services, unless the services are administered
in a manner that constitutes willful or wanton misconduct. A
physician, physician assistant designated by a physician, or

registered nurse designated by a physician, any of whom is
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advising or assisting in the emergency medical services by means
of any communication device or telemetering system, is not
liable in damages in a civil action for injury, death, or loss
to person or property resulting from the individual's advisory
communication or assistance, unless the advisory communication
or assistance is provided in a manner that constitutes willful
or wanton misconduct. Medical directors and members of
cooperating physician advisory boards of emergency medical
service organizations are not liable in damages in a civil
action for injury, death, or loss to person or property
resulting from their acts or omissions in the performance of
their duties, unless the act or omission constitutes willful or

wanton misconduct.

(B) A political subdivision, joint ambulance district,
joint emergency medical services district, or other public
agency, and any officer or employee of a public agency or of a
private organization operating under contract or in joint
agreement with one or more political subdivisions, that provides
emergency medical services, or that enters into a joint
agreement or a contract with the state, any political
subdivision, Jjoint ambulance district, or joint emergency
medical services district for the provision of emergency medical
services, is not liable in damages in a civil action for injury,
death, or loss to person or property arising out of any actions
taken by a first responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic
working under the officer's or employee's jurisdiction, or for
injury, death, or loss to person or property arising out of any
actions of licensed medical personnel advising or assisting the
first responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic, unless the
services are provided in a manner that constitutes willful or

wanton misconduct.
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(C) A student who is enrolled in an emergency medical

services training amd—eentinuing——edueatien—program accredited

under section 4765.17 of the Revised Code or an emergency

medical services continuing education program approved under

that section is not liable in damages in a civil action for

injury, death, or loss to person or property resulting from

either of the following:

(1) The student's administration of emergency medical
services or patient care or treatment, if the services, care, or
treatment is administered while the student is under the direct
supervision and in the immediate presence of an EMT-basic, EMT-
I, paramedic, registered nurse, physician assistant, or
physician and while the student is receiving clinical training
that is required by the program, unless the services, care, or
treatment is provided in a manner that constitutes willful or

wanton misconduct;

(2) The student's training as an ambulance driver, unless
the driving is done in a manner that constitutes willful or

wanton misconduct.

(D) An EMT-basic, EMT-I, paramedic, or other operator, who
holds a valid commercial driver's license issued pursuant to
Chapter 4506. of the Revised Code or driver's license issued
pursuant to Chapter 4507. of the Revised Code and who is
employed by an emergency medical service organization that is
not owned or operated by a political subdivision as defined in
section 2744.01 of the Revised Code, is not liable in damages in
a civil action for injury, death, or loss to person or property
that is caused by the operation of an ambulance by the EMT-
basic, EMT-I, paramedic, or other operator while responding to

or completing a call for emergency medical services, unless the
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operation constitutes willful or wanton misconduct or does not
comply with the precautions of section 4511.03 of the Revised
Code. An emergency medical service organization is not liable in
damages in a civil action for any injury, death, or loss to
person or property that is caused by the operation of an
ambulance by its employee or agent, if this division grants the
employee or agent immunity from civil liability for the injury,

death, or loss.

(E) An employee or agent of an emergency medical service
organization who receives requests for emergency medical
services that are directed to the organization, dispatches first
responders, EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, or paramedics in response to
those requests, communicates those requests to those employees
or agents of the organization who are authorized to dispatch
first responders, EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, or paramedics, or performs
any combination of these functions for the organization, is not
liable in damages in a civil action for injury, death, or loss
to person or property resulting from the individual's acts or
omissions in the performance of those duties for the
organization, unless an act or omission constitutes willful or

wanton misconduct.

(F) A person who is performing the functions of a first
responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic under the authority of
the laws of a state that borders this state and who provides
emergency medical services to or transportation of a patient in
this state is not liable in damages in a civil action for
injury, death, or loss to person or property resulting from the
person's administration of emergency medical services, unless
the services are administered in a manner that constitutes
willful or wanton misconduct. A physician, physician assistant

designated by a physician, or registered nurse designated by a
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physician, any of whom is licensed to practice in the adjoining
state and who is advising or assisting in the emergency medical
services by means of any communication device or telemetering
system, is not liable in damages in a civil action for injury,
death, or loss to person or property resulting from the person's
advisory communication or assistance, unless the advisory
communication or assistance is provided in a manner that

constitutes willful or wanton misconduct.

(G) A person certified under section 4765.23 of the

Revised Code to teach in an emergency medical services training

and—eeontinying—eduyeatieon—program_or emergency medical services

continuing education program, and a person who teaches at the

Ohio fire academy established under section 3737.33 of the
Revised Code or in a fire service training program described in
division (A) of section 4765.55 of the Revised Code, is not
liable in damages in a civil action for injury, death, or loss
to person or property resulting from the person's acts or
omissions in the performance of the person's duties, unless an

act or omission constitutes willful or wanton misconduct.

(H) In the accreditation of emergency medical services

training and—eentinuing—edueatieon—programs_or approval of

emergency medical services continuing education programs, the

state board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation
services and any person or entity authorized by the board to

evaluate applications for accreditation or approval are not

liable in damages in a civil action for injury, death, or loss
to person or property resulting from their acts or omissions in
the performance of their duties, unless an act or omission

constitutes willful or wanton misconduct.

(I) A person authorized by an emergency medical service
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organization to review the performance of first responders,
EMTs-basic, EMTs-I, and paramedics or to administer quality
assurance programs is not liable in damages in a civil action
for injury, death, or loss to person or property resulting from
the person's acts or omissions in the performance of the
person's duties, unless an act or omission constitutes willful

or wanton misconduct.

Sec. 4765.50. (A) Except as provided in division (D) of
this section, no person shall represent that the person is a
first responder, an emergency medical technician-basic or EMT-
basic, an emergency medical technician-intermediate or EMT-I, or
an emergency medical technician-paramedic or paramedic unless
appropriately certified under section 4765.30 of the Revised

Code.

4B+ (B) (1) No person shall operate an emergency medical
services training apd—eerptinuving—edueation—program without a

certificate of accreditation issued under section 4765.17 of the

Revised Code.

(2) No person shall operate an emerdgency medical services

continuing education program without a certificate of approval

issued under section 4765.17 of the Revised Code.

(C) No public or private entity shall advertise or
disseminate information leading the public to believe that the
entity is an emergency medical service organization, unless that

entity actually provides emergency medical services.

(D) A person who is performing the functions of a first
responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic under the authority of
the laws of a jurisdiction other than this state, who is

employed by or serves as a volunteer with an emergency medical
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service organization based in that state, and provides emergency
medical services to or transportation of a patient in this state

is not in violation of division (A) of this section.

A person who is performing the functions of a first
responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic under a reciprocal
agreement authorized by section 4765.10 of the Revised Code is

not in violation of division (A) of this section.

(E) On and after November 3, 2002, no physician shall

purposefully do any of the following:

(1) Admit an adult trauma patient to a hospital that is
not an adult trauma center for the purpose of providing adult

trauma care;

(2) Admit a pediatric trauma patient to a hospital that is
not a pediatric trauma center for the purpose of providing

pediatric trauma care;

(3) Fail to transfer an adult or pediatric trauma patient
to an adult or pediatric trauma center in accordance with
applicable federal law, state law, and adult or pediatric trauma
protocols and patient transfer agreements adopted under section

3727.09 of the Revised Code.

Sec. 4765.55. (A) The executive director of the state
board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services,
with the advice and counsel of the firefighter and fire safety
inspector training committee of the state board of emergency
medical, fire, and transportation services, shall assist in the
establishment and maintenance by any state agency, or any
county, township, city, wvillage, school district, or educational
service center of a fire service training program for the

training of all persons in positions of any fire training
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certification level approved by the executive director,
including full-time paid firefighters, part-time paid
firefighters, volunteer firefighters, and fire safety inspectors
in this state. The executive director, with the advice and
counsel of the committee, shall adopt rules to regulate those
firefighter and fire safety inspector training programs, and
other training programs approved by the executive director. The
rules may include, but need not be limited to, training
curriculum, certification examinations, training schedules,
minimum hours of instruction, attendance requirements, required
equipment and facilities, basic physical requirements, and
methods of training for all persons in positions of any fire
training certification level approved by the executive director,
including full-time paid firefighters, part-time paid
firefighters, volunteer firefighters, and fire safety
inspectors. The rules adopted to regulate training programs for
volunteer firefighters shall not require more than thirty-six

hours of training.

The executive director, with the advice and counsel of the
committee, shall provide for the classification and chartering
of fire service training programs in accordance with rules
adopted under division (B) of this section, and may take action
against any chartered training program or applicant, in
accordance with rules adopted under divisions (B) (4) and (5) of
this section, for failure to meet standards set by the adopted

rules.

(B) The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee of
the state board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation
services, shall adopt, and may amend or rescind, rules under

Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish all of the
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following:

(1) Requirements for, and procedures for chartering, the

training programs regulated by this section;

(2) Requirements for, and requirements and procedures for
obtaining and renewing, an instructor certificate to teach the
training programs and continuing education classes regulated by

this section;

(3) Requirements for, and requirements and procedures for
obtaining and renewing, any of the fire training certificates

regulated by this section;

(4) Grounds and procedures for suspending, revoking,
restricting, or refusing to issue or renew any of the
certificates or charters regulated by this section, which

grounds shall be limited to one of the following:

(a) Failure to satisfy the education or training

requirements of this section;
(b) Conviction of a felony offense;
(c) Conviction of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

(d) Conviction of a misdemeanor committed in the course of

practice;

(e) In the case of a chartered training program or
applicant, failure to meet standards set by the rules adopted

under this division.

(5) Grounds and procedures for imposing and collecting
fines, not to exceed one thousand dollars, in relation to
actions taken under division (B) (4) of this section against

persons holding certificates and charters regulated by this
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section, the fines to be deposited into the trauma and emergency
medical services fund established under section 4513.263 of the

Revised Code;

(6) Continuing education requirements for certificate
holders, including a requirement that credit shall be granted
for in-service training programs conducted by local entities.
The continuing education requirements shall not require more
than thirty-six hours of continuing education every three-year
certification cycle. Local entities may require additional
continuing education, provided that completion of such
additional continuing education is not required for renewal of

certification.

(7) Procedures for considering the granting of an
extension or exemption of fire service continuing education

requirements;

(8) Certification cycles for which the certificates and

charters regulated by this section are valid;

(9) If determined necessary by the executive director,
procedures and requirements for conducting background checks on
applicants for the issuance and renewal of certification as a
fire safety inspector in accordance with section 109.578 of the

Revised Code.

(C) (1) The executive director, with the advice and counsel
of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee
of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services, shall issue or renew an instructor
certificate to teach the training programs and continuing
education classes regulated by this section to any applicant

that the executive director determines meets the qualifications
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established in rules adopted under division (B) of this section,
and may take disciplinary action against an instructor

certificate holder or applicant in accordance with rules adopted

under division (B) of this section.

+3>—The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the committee, shall charter or renew the charter of any
training program that the executive director determines meets
the qualifications established in rules adopted under division
(B) of this section, and may take disciplinary action against
the holder of a charter in accordance with rules adopted under

division (B) of this section.

(D) The executive director shall issue or renew a fire
training certificate for a firefighter, a fire safety inspector,
or another position of any fire training certification level
approved by the executive director, to any applicant that the
executive director determines meets the qualifications

established in rules adopted under division (B) of this section
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and may take disciplinary actions against a certificate holder
or applicant in accordance with rules adopted under division (B)

of this section.

(E) Certificates issued under this section shall be on a
form prescribed by the executive director, with the advice and
counsel of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training
committee of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and

transportation services.

(F) (1) The executive director, with the advice and counsel
of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee
of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services, shall establish criteria for evaluating
the standards maintained by other states and the branches of the
United States military for firefighter, fire safety inspector,
and fire instructor training programs, and other training
programs recognized by the executive director, to determine
whether the standards are equivalent to those established under
this section and shall establish requirements and procedures for
issuing a certificate to each person who presents proof to the
executive director of having satisfactorily completed a training

program that meets those standards.

(2) The executive director, with the committee's advice
and counsel, shall adopt rules establishing requirements and
procedures for issuing a fire training certificate in lieu of

completing a chartered training program.

(G) Nothing in this section invalidates any other section
of the Revised Code relating to the fire training academy.
Section 4765.11 of the Revised Code does not affect any powers

and duties granted to the executive director under this section.
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(H) Notwithstanding any provision of division (B) (4) of
this section to the contrary, the executive director shall not
adopt rules for refusing to issue any of the certificates or
charters regulated by this section to an applicant because of a
criminal conviction unless the rules establishing grounds and
procedures for refusal are in accordance with section 9.79 of

the Revised Code.

Section 2. That existing sections 505.38, 737.22, 4765.10,
4765.11, 4765.15, 4765.16, 4765.17, 4765.18, 4765.22, 4765.23,
4765.24, 4765.29, 4765.30, 4765.31, 4765.49, 4765.50, and

4765.55 of the Revised Code are hereby repealed.

Section 3. Sections 1 and 2 of this act take effect April
6, 2023.

Section 4. That the versions of sections 4765.10, 4765.11,
4765.30, and 4765.55 of the Revised Code that are scheduled to

take effect December 29, 2023, be amended to read as follows:

Sec. 4765.10. (A) The state board of emergency medical,

fire, and transportation services shall do all of the following:

(1) Administer and enforce the provisions of this chapter

and the rules adopted under it;

(2) Approve, in accordance with procedures established in
rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code,
examinations that demonstrate competence to have a certificate

to practice renewed without completing a continuing education

regquirementsprogram;

(3) Advise applicants for state or federal emergency
medical services funds, review and comment on applications for
these funds, and approve the use of all state and federal funds

designated solely for emergency medical service programs unless
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federal law requires another state agency to approve the use of

all such federal funds;

(4) Serve as a statewide clearinghouse for discussion,

inquiry, and complaints concerning emergency medical services;

(5) Make recommendations to the general assembly on
legislation to improve the delivery of emergency medical

services;

(6) Maintain a toll-free long distance telephone number
through which it shall respond to questions about emergency

medical services;

(7) Work with appropriate state offices in coordinating
the training of firefighters and emergency medical service
personnel. Other state offices that are involved in the training
of firefighters or emergency medical service personnel shall
cooperate with the board and its committees and subcommittees to

achieve this goal.

(8) Provide a liaison to the state emergency operation
center during those periods when a disaster, as defined in
section 5502.21 of the Revised Code, has occurred in this state
and the governor has declared an emergency as defined in that

section.
(B) The board may do any of the following:

(1) Investigate complaints concerning emergency medical
services and emergency medical service organizations as it

determines necessary;

(2) Establish a statewide public information system and

public education programs regarding emergency medical services;

(3) Establish an injury prevention program.
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(C) The state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services shall not regulate any profession that
otherwise is regulated by another board, commission, or similar

regulatory entity.

Sec. 4765.11. (A) The state board of emergency medical,
fire, and transportation services shall adopt, and may amend and
rescind, rules in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised
Code and divisions (C) and (D) of this section that establish

all of the following:

(1) Procedures for its governance and the control of its

actions and business affairs;

(2) Standards for the performance of emergency medical
services by first responders, emergency medical technicians-
basic, emergency medical technicians-intermediate, and emergency

medical technicians-paramedic;

(3) Application fees for certificates of accreditation,

certificates of approval, certificates to teach, and

certificates to practice, which shall be deposited into the
trauma and emergency medical services fund created in section

4513.263 of the Revised Code;

(4) Criteria for determining when the application or
renewal fee for a certificate to practice may be waived because

an applicant cannot afford to pay the fee;

(5) Procedures for issuance and renewal of certificates of

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,

and certificates to practice, including any measures necessary
to implement section 9.79 of the Revised Code and any procedures
necessary to ensure that adequate notice of renewal is provided

in accordance with division (E) of section 4765.30 of the
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Revised Code;

(6) Procedures for suspending or revoking certificates of

accreditation, certificates of approval, certificates to teach,

and certificates to practice;

(7) Grounds for suspension or revocation of a certificate
to practice issued under section 4765.30 of the Revised Code and
for taking any other disciplinary action against a first

responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(8) Procedures for taking disciplinary action against a

first responder, EMT-basic, EMT-I, or paramedic;

(9) Standards for certificates of accreditation_and

certificates of approval;

(10) Qualifications for certificates to teach;

(11) Requirements for a certificate to practice;

(12) The curricula, number of hours of instruction and

training, and instructional materials to be used in adult and

pediatric emergency medical services training and—eeontinugineg—

edgeatien—programs_and adult and pediatric emergency medical

services continuing education programs;

(13) Procedures for conducting courses in recognizing
symptoms of life-threatening allergic reactions and in
calculating proper dosage levels and administering injections of
epinephrine to adult and pediatric patients who suffer life-

threatening allergic reactions;

(14) Examinations for certificates to practice;

(15) Procedures for administering examinations for

certificates to practice;
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(16) Procedures for approving examinations that
demonstrate competence to have a certificate to practice renewed

without completing an emergency medical services continuing

education J_C\iuJ‘_J_CJLLCLLtQQrOg ramy

(17) Procedures for granting extensions and exemptions of

emergency medical services continuing education requirements;

(18) Specifications of the emergency medical services that
first responders are authorized to perform under section 4765.35
of the Revised Code, that EMTs-basic are authorized to perform
under section 4765.37 of the Revised Code, that EMTs-I are
authorized to perform under section 4765.38 of the Revised Code,
and that paramedics are authorized to perform under section

4765.39 of the Revised Code;

(19) Standards and procedures for implementing the
requirements of section 4765.06 of the Revised Code, including
designations of the persons who are required to report
information to the board and the types of information to be

reported;

(20) Procedures for administering the emergency medical
services grant program established under section 4765.07 of the

Revised Code;

(21) Procedures consistent with Chapter 119. of the

Revised Code for appealing decisions of the board;

(22) Minimum qualifications and peer review and quality
improvement requirements for persons who provide medical
direction to emergency medical service personnel, including,
subject to division (B) of section 4765.42 of the Revised Code,
qualifications for a physician to be eligible to serve as the

medical director of an emergency medical service organization or
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a member of its cooperating physician advisory board;

(23) The manner in which a patient, or a patient's parent,
guardian, or custodian, may consent to the board releasing
identifying information about the patient under division (D) of

section 4765.102 of the Revised Code;

(24) Circumstances under which a training er—eentimuineg—

edgeatien—program or continuing education program, or portion of

either type of program, may be taught by a person who does not

hold a certificate to teach issued under section 4765.23 of the

Revised Code;

(25) Certification cycles for certificates issued under
sections 4765.23 and 4765.30 of the Revised Code and
certificates issued by the executive director of the state board
of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services under

section 4765.55 of the Revised Code that establish a common

expiration date for all certificates+
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1328

teaeher prior—+to—the effeetivedat £ —this—amendment—shatt—ta] 1329
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(B) The board may adopt, and may amend and rescind, rules 1332

in accordance with Chapter 119. of the Revised Code and 1333
divisions (C) and (D) of this section that establish any of the 1334
following: 1335
(1) Specifications of information that may be collected 1336

under the trauma system registry and incidence reporting system 1337
created under section 4765.06 of the Revised Code; 1338
(2) Standards and procedures for implementing any of the 1339
recommendations made by any committees of the board or under 1340
section 4765.04 of the Revised Code; 1341
(3) Procedures and requirements for conducting background 1342
checks on applicants for the issuance and renewal of 1343
certificates of accreditation, certificates of approval, 1344
certificates to teach, and certificates to practice in 1345
accordance with section 109.578 of the Revised Code; 1346
(4) Any other rules necessary to implement this chapter. 1347

(C) In developing and administering rules adopted under 1348

this chapter, the state board of emergency medical, fire, and 1349
transportation services shall consult with regional directors 1350
and regional advisory boards appointed under section 4765.05 of 1351
the Revised Code and emphasize the special needs of pediatric 1352
and geriatric patients. 1353
(D) S —and—after—+theeffective dateof+this amendment;—Ehe 1354
eegtivedireetor shall notregquire—certification+topractiece 1355
as—an—emergeneymedical Sservices—assistant—instrycter—and shallt 1356
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+Er—Except as otherwise provided in this division, before

adopting, amending, or rescinding any rule under this chapter,
the board shall submit the proposed rule to the director of
public safety for review. The director may review the proposed
rule for not more than sixty days after the date it is
submitted. If, within this sixty-day period, the director
approves the proposed rule or does not notify the board that the
or rescind the

rule is disapproved, the board may adopt, amend,

rule as proposed. If, within this sixty-day period, the director

notifies the board that the proposed rule is disapproved, the

board shall not adopt, amend, or rescind the rule as proposed
unless at least twelve members of the board vote to adopt,

amend, or rescind it.

This division does not apply to an emergency rule adopted

in accordance with section 119.03 of the Revised Code.

+F—(E) Notwithstanding any requirement for a certificate
issued in accordance with rules adopted by the board under this

section, the board, in accordance with Chapter 4796. of the

Revised Code, shall issue a certificate that is a license as
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defined in section 4796.01 of the Revised Code to an individual

if either of the following applies:

(1) The individual holds a license or certificate in

another state.

(2) The individual has satisfactory work experience, a
government certification, or a private certification as
described in that chapter as a first responder, emergency
medical technician-basic, emergency medical technician-
intermediate, or emergency medical technician-paramedic in a

state that does not issue that license or certificate.

Sec. 4765.30. All of the following apply to the state
board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services

with respect to issuing and renewing certificates to practice:

(A) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as a
first responder to an applicant who meets all of the following

conditions:

(1) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(3) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;

(4) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(B) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as an
emergency medical technician-basic to an applicant who meets all

of the following conditions:
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(1) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(3) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;

(4) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(C) The board shall issue a certificate to practice as an
emergency medical technician-intermediate or emergency medical
technician-paramedic to an applicant who meets all of the

following conditions:

(1) Holds a certificate to practice as an emergency

medical technician-basic;

(2) Holds the appropriate certificate of completion issued

in accordance with section 4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(3) Passes the appropriate examination conducted under

section 4765.29 of the Revised Code;

(4) Is not in violation of any provision of this chapter

or the rules adopted under it;

(5) Meets any other certification requirements established

in rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(D) Notwithstanding any requirement for a certificate to
practice issued under this section, the board shall issue a
certificate in accordance with Chapter 4796. of the Revised Code

to an individual if either of the following applies:

(1) The individual holds a license or certificate in
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another state.

(2) The individual has satisfactory work experience, a
government certification, or a private certification as
described in that chapter as a first responder in a state that

does not issue that license or certificate.

(E) A certificate to practice shall have a certification
cycle established by the board and may be renewed by the board
pursuant to rules adopted under section 4765.11 of the Revised
Code. Not later than sixty days prior to the expiration date of
an individual's certificate to practice, the board shall notify

the individual of the scheduled expiration.

An application for renewal shall be accompanied by the
appropriate renewal fee established in rules adopted under
section 4765.11 of the Revised Code, unless the board waives the
fee on determining pursuant to those rules that the applicant
cannot afford to pay the fee. Except as provided in division (B)
of section 4765.31 of the Revised Code, the application shall

include evidence of either of the following:

(1) That the applicant received a certificate of
completion from the appropriate emergency medical services
Erainping—and—continuing education program pursuant to section
4765.24 of the Revised Code;

(2) That the applicant has successfully passed an
examination that demonstrates the competence to have a
certificate renewed without completing an emergency medical
services continuing education reemiremermtsprogram. The board
shall approve such examinations in accordance with rules adopted

under section 4765.11 of the Revised Code.

(F) The board shall not require an applicant for renewal
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of a certificate to practice to take an examination as a
condition of renewing the certificate. This division does not

preclude the use of examinations by operators of aeceredited—

approved emergency medical services &¥aiping—and—continuing
education programs as a condition for issuance of a certificate
of completion in emergency medical services continuing

education.

Sec. 4765.55. (A) The executive director of the state
board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation services,
with the advice and counsel of the firefighter and fire safety
inspector training committee of the state board of emergency
medical, fire, and transportation services, shall assist in the
establishment and maintenance by any state agency, or any
county, township, city, wvillage, school district, or educational
service center of a fire service training program for the
training of all persons in positions of any fire training
certification level approved by the executive director,
including full-time paid firefighters, part-time paid
firefighters, volunteer firefighters, and fire safety inspectors
in this state. The executive director, with the advice and
counsel of the committee, shall adopt rules to regulate those
firefighter and fire safety inspector training programs, and
other training programs approved by the executive director. The
rules may include, but need not be limited to, training
curriculum, certification examinations, training schedules,
minimum hours of instruction, attendance requirements, required
equipment and facilities, basic physical requirements, and
methods of training for all persons in positions of any fire
training certification level approved by the executive director,
including full-time paid firefighters, part-time paid

firefighters, volunteer firefighters, and fire safety
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inspectors. The rules adopted to regulate training programs for 1501
volunteer firefighters shall not require more than thirty-six 1502
hours of training. 1503

The executive director, with the advice and counsel of the 1504
committee, shall provide for the classification and chartering 1505
of fire service training programs in accordance with rules 1506
adopted under division (B) of this section, and may take action 1507
against any chartered training program or applicant, in 1508
accordance with rules adopted under divisions (B) (4) and (5) of 1509
this section, for failure to meet standards set by the adopted 1510
rules. 1511

(B) The executive director, with the advice and counsel of 1512
the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee of 1513
the state board of emergency medical, fire, and transportation 1514
services, shall adopt, and may amend or rescind, rules under 1515
Chapter 119. of the Revised Code that establish all of the 1516
following: 1517

(1) Requirements for, and procedures for chartering, the 1518
training programs regulated by this section; 1519

(2) Requirements for, and requirements and procedures for 1520
obtaining and renewing, an instructor certificate to teach the 1521
training programs and continuing education classes regulated by 1522
this section; 1523

(3) Requirements for, and requirements and procedures for 1524
obtaining and renewing, any of the fire training certificates 1525
regulated by this section; 1526

(4) Grounds and procedures for suspending, revoking, 1527
restricting, or refusing to issue or renew any of the 1528

certificates or charters regulated by this section, which 1529
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grounds shall be limited to one of the following:

(a) Failure to satisfy the education or training

requirements of this section;
(b) Conviction of a felony offense;
(c) Conviction of a misdemeanor involving moral turpitude;

(d) Conviction of a misdemeanor committed in the course of

practice;

(e) In the case of a chartered training program or
applicant, failure to meet standards set by the rules adopted

under this division.

(5) Grounds and procedures for imposing and collecting
fines, not to exceed one thousand dollars, in relation to
actions taken under division (B) (4) of this section against
persons holding certificates and charters regulated by this
section, the fines to be deposited into the trauma and emergency
medical services fund established under section 4513.263 of the

Revised Code;

(6) Continuing education requirements for certificate
holders, including a requirement that credit shall be granted
for in-service training programs conducted by local entities.
The continuing education requirements shall not require more
than thirty-six hours of continuing education every three-year
certification cycle. Local entities may require additional
continuing education, provided that completion of such
additional continuing education is not required for renewal of

certification.

(7) Procedures for considering the granting of an

extension or exemption of fire service continuing education
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requirements;

(8) Certification cycles for which the certificates and

charters regulated by this section are valid;

(9) If determined necessary by the executive director,
procedures and requirements for conducting background checks on
applicants for the issuance and renewal of certification as a
fire safety inspector in accordance with section 109.578 of the

Revised Code.

(C) (1) The executive director, with the advice and counsel
of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee
of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services, shall issue or renew an instructor
certificate to teach the training programs and continuing
education classes regulated by this section to any applicant
that the executive director determines meets the qualifications
established in rules adopted under division (B) of this section,
and may take disciplinary action against an instructor
certificate holder or applicant in accordance with rules adopted

under division (B) of this section.

2 On ~d £ on 1 £kt os Ao+ £ o+ U B N
r—afa—atte¥r—tae—e+tE Evre—oaate F—EAatS—ameRameRt—tRe
PP RS [ IR Ay, N, T EEADA S SN PP R - PR S S
SET ST rectoYr ShAaorT ROt ¥YeguTE ertrrIreatTron—to—PpPractIee

L £ £ : + + ,q 11 + | + £

[@yw) IT oo Lo CTOlITC [ S i W vy TTTOS CLOCTULT [eyyawy [\ N & R g TTOT (;Lu\./b/b oL CIT IO T
1 9 = £ o + P +1h I £ 2 4= 4=

O TO0 A T OO U (=3 |72\ USIN Hi USRI N EipN B WY @ B W) wl J_C\jO.J_\.AJ_J.J\j CITC tJUOJ_ CITUTIT o oo Lo CTOITC

iy B
CITTCT

£ 3 + + .\ P £ £ 3 4+ 4+ =] +
[ S ) TTITTOS CLOCTUL ﬂll_y oo Lo CTOITC i S i g TTITTOS CLTOUOCTUT A T C T T T CTTOCT

Page 55

1558

1559
1560

1561
1562
1563
1564
1565

1566
1567
1568
1569
1570
1571
1572
1573
1574
1575
1576

1577
1578
1579
1580
1581
1582
1583
1584
1585
1586
1587



Sub. H. B. No. 52
As Passed by the House

He

+2)—The executive director, with the advice and counsel of
the committee, shall charter or renew the charter of any
training program that the executive director determines meets
the qualifications established in rules adopted under division
(B) of this section, and may take disciplinary action against
the holder of a charter in accordance with rules adopted under

division (B) of this section.

(D) The executive director shall issue or renew a fire
training certificate for a firefighter, a fire safety inspector,
or another position of any fire training certification level
approved by the executive director, to any applicant that the
executive director determines meets the qualifications
established in rules adopted under division (B) of this section
and may take disciplinary actions against a certificate holder
or applicant in accordance with rules adopted under division (B)

of this section.

(E) Certificates issued under this section shall be on a
form prescribed by the executive director, with the advice and
counsel of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training
committee of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and

transportation services.

(F) (1) The executive director, with the advice and counsel
of the firefighter and fire safety inspector training committee
of the state board of emergency medical, fire, and
transportation services, shall establish criteria for evaluating
the standards maintained by the branches of the United States
military for firefighter, fire safety inspector, and fire

instructor training programs, and other training programs
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recognized by the executive director, to determine whether the
standards are equivalent to those established under this section
and shall establish requirements and procedures for issuing a
certificate to each person who presents proof to the executive
director of having satisfactorily completed a training program

that meets those standards.

(2) The executive director, with the committee's advice
and counsel, shall adopt rules establishing requirements and
procedures for issuing a fire training certificate in lieu of

completing a chartered training program.

(G) Notwithstanding any requirement for a certificate
issued under this section, the executive director shall issue a
certificate in accordance with Chapter 4796. of the Revised Code

to an individual if either of the following applies:

(1) The individual holds a license or certificate in

another state.

(2) The individual has satisfactory work experience, a
government certification, or a private certification as
described in that chapter as a firefighter or fire safety
inspector in a state that does not issue that license or

certificate.

(H) Nothing in this section invalidates any other section
of the Revised Code relating to the fire training academy.
Section 4765.11 of the Revised Code does not affect any powers

and duties granted to the executive director under this section.

(I) Notwithstanding any provision of division (B) (4) of
this section to the contrary, the executive director shall not
adopt rules for refusing to issue any of the certificates or

charters regulated by this section to an applicant because of a

1618
1619
1620
1621
1622
1623

1624
1625
1626
1627

1628
1629
1630
1631

1632
1633

1634
1635
1636
1637
1638

1639
1640
1641
1642

1643
1644
1645
1646



Sub. H. B. No. 52
As Passed by the House

criminal conviction unless the rules establishing grounds and
procedures for refusal are in accordance with section 9.79 of

the Revised Code.

Section 5. That the existing versions of sections 4765.10,
4765.11, 4765.30, and 4765.55 of the Revised Code that are
scheduled to take effect on December 23, 2023, are hereby

repealed.

Section 6. Sections 4 and 5 of this act take effect

December 29, 2023.

Section 7. The General Assembly, applying the principle
stated in division (B) of section 1.52 of the Revised Code that
amendments are to be harmonized if reasonably capable of
simultaneous operation, finds that the following sections,
presented in this act as composites of the sections as amended
by the acts indicated, are the resulting versions of the
sections in effect prior to the effective date of the sections

as presented in this act:

The version of section 4765.10 of the Revised Code that is
scheduled to take effect December 29, 2023, as amended by both

H.B. 509 and S.B. 131 of the 134th General Assembly.

The version of section 4765.11 of the Revised Code that is
scheduled to take effect December 29, 2023, as amended by both
H.B. 509 and S.B. 131 of the 134th General Assembly.

Section 4765.16 of the Revised Code as amended by both
H.B. 23 and H.B. 509 of the 134th General Assembly.

The version of section 4765.30 that is scheduled to take
effect December 29, 2023, as amended by both H.B. 509 and S.B.
131 of the 134th General Assembly.
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The version of section 4765.55 of the Revised Code that is
scheduled to take effect December 29, 2023, as amended by both
H.B. 509 and S.B. 131 of the 134th General Assembly.

Section 8. This act is hereby declared to be an emergency
measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public
peace, health, and safety. The reason for such necessity is that
changes from H.B. 509 of the 134th General Assembly merging the
emergency medical services training programs with the continuing
educations programs are scheduled to take effect on April 6,
2023. That merger will create serious hardships for emergency
medical service organizations and providers. Therefore, this act

shall go into immediate effect.
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